









































on the table saw. The stop block helps
you cut parts to a consistent length if you
butt each piece against it before cutting.
The fence further ensures accuracy by
backing up the cut and preventing chip-
out. Adding a strip of adhesive-backed
sandpaper keeps the pieces from shifting
while making the cut.

[4] Check Your Progress

Of course, you can use calipers or a
metal rule to check part dimensions.
But for many projects, the most impor-
tant factor is consistency in thickness,
width, or length from part to part. If
that’s the case for your project, the
easiest solution for checking this is to
simply line parts up side by side and
check your progress. Make sure to do

this on a dead-flat surface, such as the
top of a table saw.

(5] Label, Label, Label

It’s easy to get mixed up when working
with a lot of parts. So when the parts are
sized and ready for joinery, the strategy
I suggest is to mark each workpiece to
keep everything straight. You can write
corresponding letters on mating pieces;
mark inside and outside faces; and lay
out locations for curves, mortises, and
tenons, for example. These markings
will prevent any mix-ups as you build,
and they can all be sanded off later on.

|6] Mortises First, Then Tenons
If you cut mortises and tenons inde-
pendently of one another going just by
the dimensions, you may end up with
a poor-fitting joint. A better approach is
to complete the mortises first. Then, you
can “sneak up” on the fit of the tenons,
testing them in the mortises as you fine-
tune them for a perfect fit.

| 7] Dimple Hole Locations

If you want to make sure that holes are
drilled exactly where they’re supposed
to be, use a scratch awl to create a small
dimple right at the centerpoint of the
hole. This provides a precise point for
aligning the tip of the drill bit. And it’s
sure to eliminate any misaligned holes
in your project parts.

[8] Measure Consistently

Some simple steps to eliminate layout
problems include always using the same
tools for measuring, rather than multi-
ple rules or tape measures. Also, I sug-
gest placing rules on edge to get a more
precise mark against the etched mark on
the ruler. Finally, choose a marking knife
rather than a pencil for a more precise
layout line. (For more on marking
knives, refer to page 46.)
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