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11 MINI DRESDEN POUCH 
Everything is cuter in miniature, especially 
tiny little Dresden plates!

16 CORAL DIAMONDS 
Inspired by Greek tiles, Lynne’s quilt will whisk 
you away to the Aegean

21 I HEART YOU
Created to celebrate a friendship that spans 
oceans and vast expanses of land, this quilt is 
great to make as a group or friendship quilt

26 GEO GLAM CUSHIONS
Super-trendy, super-cool throw cushions inspired 
by stationery designs

30  KITE TAILS
Use the Sizzix® Big Shot™ Plus machine to make 
this gorgeous quilt from Nel Whatmore’s latest 
fabric collection

35 GOOD MORNING TEA COSY
Debbie von Grabler-Crozier was inspired by retro 
earthenware for her tea cosy!

39 JUNGLE AVE TAPA
Michelle’s fabulously modern quilt was inspired 
by traditional tapa cloths from the Pacifi c Islands

46 VICTORIAN TILES
Trudi’s quilt takes its inspiration from Victorian tiles

50 GARDEN PATCHES 
A super-fast weekend quilt project using 
charm packs

53 ROLLING HILLS CUSHION!
Simple machine appliqué and strip piecing come 
together to make this fun throw cushion 

55 TROPICAL STORM
This bold quilt uses solids to represent stained 
glass windows 

67 MACARON MINI
We just love the fruity colours in this calorie-free 
mini quilt!

73 CLASSICS QUILT
Inspired by Penguin classics, Nick’s quilt is 
a bibliophile’s delight

77 THE RICHMOND BAG
A super-cute little bag that’s ideal for a lunch 
date in town

82 OPTICAL SAWTOOTH 
QUILT AND CUSHION
Big block delight – Lisa’s quilt has great 
visual impact

90 POCKET POUCH
Justine’s little pouch is great for using up 
favourite scraps!

Quilts galore!
From beginner to more 

advanced, we have you covered!

PROJECTS
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The Complete Quilter
by Jessica Alexandrakis 

If you or a friend are new to the wonderful 
world of quilting – it can be tough to know 
where to start, after all, we use a bit of a 
di� erent language at times to your average 
sewing project. That’s where books like 
Jessica Alexandrakis’s (who blogs over at 
www.lifeunderquilts.blogspot.com) come 
in very handy. The Complete Quilter is pretty 
comprehensive in what it covers – from the 
basics to techniques it’s always good to have 
a reminder of within arm’s reach for even the 
best of us. Though it’s more a resource than a 
project book, Jessica couldn’t resist slipping in 
some patterns for 
you to test your 
skills – a 
mini collection 
of bright and 
beautiful patterns 
to inspire you. 

£12.99, www.
searchpress.com  

Bookshelf
On This month’s...

We can’t get our noses out of these inspiring reads

 

 

EverYthing

You need to

QUILTING
know

 

about

Handmade Style
by Anna Graham 

Anna, AKA Noodlehead (www.noodle-head.com), is 
best known for her gorgeous bag patterns – they’re 
pretty much to die for, you know? But, as it turns out, 
she’s also great at designing and sewing everything. 
Handmade Style is another creation from Lucky Spool 
Media, which is fast becoming one of our favourite book 
makers, and showcases Anna’s gift for the stylishly 
superb. The quilts inside are gorgeous – minimalist in 
design and employing beautiful colour combinations, 
but there’s also dresses, bags, cushions and even an 
ingenious pair of 
fl ip-fl ops which are all destined for our sewing table.

£18.99, www.searchpress.com 

8-9 Books.indd   8 16/06/2015   15:11
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You Inspire 
Me to Quilt
by Cheryl Arkison

In this month’s issue of 
Quilt Now, we asked 
our designers to create 
patterns inspired by 
the world around them 
– and if you can’t get 
enough of these quilts, 
Cheryl Arkison’s book is 
perfect for you. The whole idea is much the same – 
designers create incredible designs from the sights 
and stories that play a part in their everyday lives, 
whether that be their family, where they live, their 
hobbies or even their food (who wouldn’t love a 
quilt inspired by bacon?) We love it as a concept 
because you get to know the designer a little better 
from each quilt – and once you’ve pieced and 
quilted your own version, it’s ready to go out into 
the world and make its own story! 

£17.99, www.searchpress.com 

50 Fat Quarter 
Makes
Edited by Ame Verso 

In our lives, there’s usually 
no such thing as a spare 
fat quarter, but if (for some 
reason) you fi nd yourself 
with a square or two left 
over from your last quilt 
project, this fun little book 

is full of inspiration for you. The projects inside 50 Fat 
Quarter Makes build gradually as they go along, starting 
o�  with just one fat quarter until you reach a crescendo 
of beautiful patchwork quilts using 10 and more. With 
patterns from a small bevy of talented designers, there’s 
inspiration aplenty for all – everything from purses and 
bags to toys and children’s clothes, all shot on bright 
modern backdrops that make the book great fun to 
fl ick through.  

£15.99, www.stitchcraftcreate.co.uk 

8-9 Books.indd   9 16/06/2015   15:11
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PROJECT:  P
OUCH

Why is everything so much cuter when it’s tiny? 
We don’t know, but we just love Collette’s diddy 

Dresden plate pouch!

Mini  
Dresden 

pouch

12-14 MINI DRESDEN POUCH.indd   11 16/06/2015   16:24
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Step by steps

Making the mini Dresden
(1) Use the Dresden blade template (seam 
allowance included) to cut out 29 blades.

(2) Following pics A and B, take each blade 
and fold right sides together. Using a ¼” seam 
allowance, sew along the folded top edge of 
each blade.  

(3) Turn the sewn seam on each blade the 
right way round using a turning tool or a 
pencil, being careful not to poke a hole in the 
point. (See Pic C.) 

(4) Press the little blades at the top of 
each point with an iron. Decide on the 
arrangement and begin joining together 
using a ¼” seam allowance. I pinned each pair 
of blades, which made it easier to get a neat 
join. Continue joining pairs to pairs until you 
have a complete circle of blades that will lie 
fl at in a circle. (See Pic D.)

(5) Press all seams open and decide on the 
placement of the outer fabric. Pin or lightly 
glue-baste the mini Dresden in place.

(6) Using a straight stitch, about ⅛” inside 
the Dresden blades, follow the shape of the 
Dresden and sew slowly all the way around 

each pointed blade. (See Diagram A.)

(7) Now you need to make your circle to 
cover all the raw edges of the centre of the 
Dresden plate. (See pics E, F, G and H.)

(8) I drew around the bottom of a glass 
to create a card template. Draw round the 
template and draw it onto the wrong side of 
your centre fabric.  

(9) Cut out the circle, leaving at least a 
¼ “ seam allowance. Cut a piece of foil 
approximately 5” square. Place the card 
template on the wrong side of the fabric 
circle. Place this on the foil square and wrap 
the foil all the way around the circle. Smooth 
the curved edge using your fi ngers.

(10) Press with a hot iron for 30 seconds and 
allow to cool. Remove foil carefully and inner 
card template to remove a neat circle with 
seam allowance turned under. 

(11) Place in centre of Dresden blades, 
ensuring all inner raw edges are covered. 
Stitch slowly with your machine all the way 
around the circle about ⅛” inside the outer 
edge of the circle.

You can use the 
bottom of a glass or 
mug for the circle 
in the centre of the 
Dresden plate!
                                                                                                                                                     

 Materials

 ◆ 1x8” closed-end zip 
 ◆ 2 7½x8” pieces outer fabric 
 ◆ 2 7½x8” lining fabric
 ◆ Dresden plate template
 ◆ 5” square fabric
 ◆ 2 7½x8” pieces wadding 
 ◆ thread 
 ◆ tin foil

                                                                           

Top Tip
You can chain-piece here, 

which is simply feeding 
each blade through one 

after another without 
cutting the thread

Collette Howie

Colette is a busy mum to a 
boy and a girl. She has been 
quilting for over seven years 

and hasn’t looked back!
                                                                          

Designed and pieced 
by Collette Howie

poppyandpoochie.blogspot.co.uk

A

C

B

D

12-14 MINI DRESDEN POUCH.indd   12 16/06/2015   16:24
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MAKING THE POUCH
(12) Add a layer of quilt wadding to the 
newly made Dresden panel and the other 
exterior panel. 

(13) Place the lining fabric on a flat surface 
right side facing you. Place the zipper on the 
top of lining fabric, right side up, and line up 
the edge of zipper tape with the raw edge of 
the lining fabric. (See Diagram B.)

(14) Take the outer fabric with the Dresden on 
it and place this, right side down, on top of the 
lining and zipper piece. Line up the raw edge of 
the outer fabric with the top of the zipper tape.

(15) Pin along the top to hold it all in place. 
(See Diagram C.)

Top Tip
If you wish to add 
machine or hand 

quilting, now is the 
time to do this

Step by steps

E

G

I

F

H

J

Lining

Zipper

Diagram B

Pin

Outer Fabric

Diagram C

Stitch

Diagram A

12-14 MINI DRESDEN POUCH.indd   13 16/06/2015   16:24
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Cotton + Steel  
basics are perfect  
for this project
www.simplysolids.
co.uk 

Shopping
Fabric

(16) Open the zip slightly to make it easier  
to sew in place and sew along the zipper 
edge using a zipper foot if preferred, using a 
¼” seam allowance.  

(17) Once sewn, open so that the zipper is 
now on the outside and the lining and outer 
fabrics are touching. Press along the top edge 
and topstitch for a neat finish.

(18) To attach the other outer panel and 
lining to the other side, repeat steps 14 to 18. 
Place the pouch with the two exterior panels 
lined up and two lining fabrics lined up (be 
sure to open the zipper halfway at the point). 
Pin all around the exterior and ensure that the 
teeth of the zipper are facing away from the 
exterior panels into the lining.

(19) Using a ⅜” seam allowance, sew all 
around the whole pouch, leaving a 3” gap for 
turning on the lining fabric. (See Pic I.)

(20) Pull the pouch, including the lining 
fabric, all the way through so it is the right 
way. Poke out the corners. (See Pic J.)

(21) Sew the lining opening closed and push 
the lining inside the pouch right down to the 
bottom. Check both zipper ends are covered 
in and you now have a super-cute new pouch 
to fill with goodies!

12-14 MINI DRESDEN POUCH.indd   14 16/06/2015   16:24
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PROJECT:  Q
UIL

T

Lynne was inspired by the beautiful tiled buildings  
of the Greek islands for the design of this quilt

Coral 
diamonds

16-18 skopelos quit.indd   16 16/06/2015   08:33
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CUTTING
Cut each dark FQ into six 3x22” strips.  
Cut 20 of those strips into four lengths of 
5½”.  These will be used for section 4 on  
the templates.  
Cut 40 of those strips into two lengths of 11” 
per strip. These will be used for section 5 on 
the templates.  
Cut each light FQ into six 3x22” strips.  
Cut 20 of those strips into four lengths of 
5½”. These will be used for section 7 on  
the templates.  
Cut 40 of those strips into two lengths of 11” 
per strip.  These will be used for section 2 on 
the templates.  
Cut the coral solid into 59 1” x WOF strips.  
Cut 27 of those strips into three lengths of 
12” per strip. These will be used for section 1 
on the templates.  

Cut the remaining 32 strips into five lengths 
of 8” per strip. These will be used for sections 
3 and 6 on the templates.  
Cut the binding fabric into seven 2½” x  
WOF strips. 
Cut the backing fabric into two  
equal lengths.  

ASSEMBLY
(1) Foundation paper-piece each template. 
Fabric should be picked randomly from the 
piles of strips but take care to allocate the dark 
fabrics to sections 4 and 5 on the templates 
and the light fabrics to sections 2 and 7 on 
the templates. The coral strips will be used for 
sections 1, 3 and 6 on the templates.  

(2) Trim each template to size along the 
dashed lines then remove papers.  

 Things to remember

¼” seams are used throughout 
except where stated otherwise
Shorten your stitch length for 
foundation paper piecing
WOF = width of fabric
                                                                           

 Materials

◆◆ 20 FQs of a variety of prints – 
10 dark and 10 light 

◆◆ 1¾ yards coral solid 
◆◆ 4½ yards backing fabric 
◆◆ 68x80” wadding 

◆◆ ½ yard binding 
◆◆ 40 each of template A  

and template B

Finished size: 60x72”

                                                                           

Lynne Goldsworthy is a 
modern British quilter. She 
is one of the three quilters 
who run the online quilting 
magazine Fat Quarterly and 

the annual Fat Quarterly 
London Quilting retreats 

                                                                          
by Lynne Goldsworthy 

www.lilysquilts.blogspot.com

Lynne Goldsworthy

16-18 skopelos quit.indd   17 16/06/2015   08:33
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Lynne used fabric 
from Skopelos and 
Recollection, both by 
Katarina Roccella for 
Art Gallery Fabrics 
www.hantex.co.uk/agf  
The coral outlines are 
made using strips 
of Grapefruit Pure 
Elements also from Art 
Gallery fabrics, which 
is also used to bind 
the quilt. On the back 
of the quilt we used 
Crimson Paparounes 
from Skopelos

Shopping
Fabric

(3) Sew the blocks into eight rows of 10, 
making sure that dark fabrics align with dark 
and that light fabrics align with light so that 
light and dark diamonds are made throughout 
the quilt (see main quilt photo). Press seams 
in alternate directions in each row.  

(4) Sew the eight rows together to make the 
quilt top, again ensuring that dark diamonds 
and light diamonds are created by the 
placement of the rows (see main quilt photo).

FINISHING
(5) Sew the backing fabric pieces together 
along the long side using a ½” seam. Press 
seam open.  

(6) Make a quilt sandwich using the backing, 
wadding and quilt top. Quilt as desired. We 
quilted a diagonal grid of lines each ½” either 
side of the coral strips using a cream Aurifil 
50wt thread.    

(7) Sew the binding strips together end 
to end using straight or diagonal seams 
as preferred. Press in half along the length 
wrong sides together to make a double-fold 
binding and bind the quilt, taking care to 
mitre corners.    

The idea for this quilt 
came from splitting a line 
of fabric into a darker 
pile and a lighter pile 
and using the contrast 
between them to make 
the pattern in the quilt, 
reminiscent of Greek tiles  

16-18 skopelos quit.indd   18 16/06/2015   08:33
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PROJECT:  QUILT & CUSHION

Inspired by friendship, Kristi’s block is great 
for pillows, quilts, table runners and any 

occasion when you want to show someone 
how much you care about them

I heart 
you 

21-24 Heart cushion.indd   21 16/06/2015   15:12
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CUTTING
For the heart, cut:
4 2½” squares
2 5½” squares

For the background, cut:
2 5½x8½” rectangles

Assembly
(1) Lay a background piece face up; align 
one large square, face down, at the bottom 
of the rectangle, matching raw edges. Place 
two small squares, face down, at the top 
corners of the rectangle. (See Pic B.)

(2) Using a fabric marker and a ruler, draw 
a diagonal line from bottom-right corner 
to upper-left corner across the large heart. 
Measure ½” away from this towards the 
outside of the heart and draw another line. 
These are the stitching lines. (See Pic C.)

(3) Draw a diagonal line from the bottom-
left to the top-right corner of the fi rst small 
square (to the left). Draw a diagonal line 
from the bottom right to the top left of the 
second small square (to the right). (See Pic 
D.) Stitch directly on the lines.

(4) Using a rotary cutter and ruler, measure 
¼” from the stitched line and cut. For the 
large square, cut between the stitched lines; 
set the leftover half-square triangle aside 
(you can use it on the back of the quilt or 
add it to your stash to use later). (See Pic E.) 

(5) Press the seam towards the darker 
fabric, being careful not to stretch the fabric. 
(See Pic F.)

(6) Stitch the two heart halves right sides 
together and press seam to the side. 
(See Pic G.)

(7) Create the block by making four hearts 
per block. (See Pic H.)

                                                    

   Things to remember

Seam allowance is ¼” 
unless marked

                                                   

 Materials

(The directions are for one block 
of 4 hearts, simply make up extra 
blocks for the size quilt you want to 
make – or make it a group project 
and have your friends make lots of 
blocks and then swap them!)

 ◆ 12x12” fabric scraps in light & 
dark shades for background 

 ◆ 12x18” fabric scraps in light & 
dark shades for hearts 

 ◆ fabric marker

In addition to the blocks, to make 
a quilt of this size you would need:

 ◆ 2½ yards extra-wide (106”) 
quilt backing fabric (or 5 
yards regular-width fabric)

 ◆ ½ yard binding fabric (cut into 
8 2¼” x WOF strips, sewn end 
to end)

 ◆ 82x76” wadding

Finished block size: 
approximately 19½x16” 
                                                                           

Kristi designed this 
friendship quilt for 
editor Katy’s 40th 
birthday. she organised 
a group of friends 
to make the blocks

21-24 Heart cushion.indd   22 16/06/2015   15:12
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Step by steps

A

E

B

F

C

G

D

H

Kristi and friends made a total of 16 full 
blocks, and a further four half blocks (from 
just two of the hearts, sewn side by side) for 

a quilt that finishes up at 78x72” 

21-24 Heart cushion.indd   23 16/06/2015   15:12
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Turn two full blocks into a 
great nap-size cushion, perfect 

for a snooze on the sofa!

I heart 
you 
cushion

 Materials

 ◆ enough fabric to make 2 full 
heart blocks (see the materials 
list for the heart block quilt)

 ◆ toy stu�  ng
 ◆ 2 21x17” wadding pieces 

Finished block size: 
approximately 19½x16” 

 
                                                                        

Pieced by Kristi McDonough, 
Cherie Gryzch, Hayley Gryzch 
and Brenda Ratli�  
www.schnitzelandboo.com
Quilted by Trudi Wood 
trudi-quiltingprolifi cally.
blogspot.co.uk 

Assembly
(1) Follow the block directions and make two 
full blocks, or use the leftover trimmings from 
one block and additional scraps to make a 
scrappy pieced back that measures 20x16½”.

(2) Lay the pieced blocks on top of the 
wadding pieces and baste well all over. 
Note: you don’t need any backing fabric/
lining, the wadding will be inside the cushion 
and concealed. 

(3) Quilt as preferred. A diagonal grid is a 
great pattern for these blocks and will keep 
the fi nished cushion nicely rigid, but without 
being too sti� .

Step by steps

A B

C D

(4) When quilted, trim o�  the excess wadding, 
and place the two quilted pieces RST and pin all 
the way around. Sew with a generous ¼” seam 
allowance all the way around, leaving a 3” or so 
gap on one side for turning.

(5) Box the corners of the cushion. In each 
corner mark a square ¾” in from each edge. 
(See Pic A.) Use scissors to cut out this square. 
(See Pic B.)

(6) Pinch the cut out so that the opposing 
seams match. (See Pic C.) Sew along the new 
seam with a ¼” seam allowance. Turn right side 
out and stu�  well with toy stu�  ng. Hand-stitch 
the opening closed.

21-24 Heart cushion.indd   24 16/06/2015   15:12
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PROJECT:  P
IL

LOW

Laura’s inspiration came from geometric designs on 
stationery. The metallic gold fabric (an ebay find) 
was the starting point for these trendy cushions!

Geo glam 
pillows

26-28 Geo glam pillow.indd   26 16/06/2015   08:36
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CUTTING
From the gold fabric, cut:
10½” square 

From Kona Charcoal, cut:
3x4½” rectangle (A)

From XOXO fabric, cut: 
2x4½” rectangle (B)

From black Essex Yarn Dyed, cut:
14½x4½” rectangle (C)

From Grey Essex Linen, cut:
4½” square (D)

From Kona cerise, cut:
1½x4½” rectangle (E)

From white Essex Linen, cut:
9½x4½” rectangle (F)

From Natural Essex linen, cut:
2 10½x2½” rectangles, 14½x4½” rectangle and 
1 16” square (G)

From the backing fabric, cut: 
2 181½x13”rectangles

ASSEMBLY
(1) Join C to the left-hand side of B. Join C/B 
to the left-hand side of A.

(2) Join E to the top of D. Join E/D to the 
bottom of F.

(3) Cut the gold square into an equilateral 
triangle using the 60˚ line on your ruler to slice 
up the left and right side. (See Pic E.)

(4) Take the large G square and cut once 
diagonally to create two triangles. Add 
triangles to the left and right side of gold 
triangle. Square up to 10½”. (See Pic F.) 

(5) Add the two small G rectangles to either 
side of the gold triangle block. Add the large G 
rectangle to the top of the triangle block.

(6) Join D/E/F to the left side of the 
triangle block. 

(7) Join A/B/C to the top of the triangle block. 
Square up to 18½”.

(8) Layer lining WSF, wadding and pillow top 
RSF, baste and quilt as desired.

(9) Fold over one long edge of the backing 
rectangles by 1”, press then fold over again by 
1”. Sew a double line of stitching to secure the 
seam. Repeat for one long edge of the other 
backing rectangle.

(10) Layer pillow top RSF, one backing 
rectangle WSF seam edge down and raw 
edges aligned with the top of the front. Then 
layer the remaining backing rectangle WSF, 
seam edge up and raw edges aligned with 
the bottom of the front. Pin well to secure the 
layers then sew all the way around the edge 
with a ¼” seam to make the pillow. Zigzag or 
overlock the raw edges.

(11) Turn through and press. 

 Things to remember

Use a ¼” seam allowance 
throughout
Press all seams open unless 
otherwise stated
                                                                           

 Materials

FQ or large scrap of the following:

 ◆ Kona Cotton Solids in 
Charcoal & cerise

 ◆ Essex Linen in Natural, grey 
& white 

 ◆ Essex Yarn Dyed in black
 ◆ Cotton + Steel XOXO 

in Plummy
 ◆ gold metallic 

non-stretch fabric 
 ◆ ½ yard backing fabric
 ◆ FQ lining 
 ◆ FQ wadding 

                                                                           

 Pillow two

Laura Jane used 
fabric from her 
stash, in colours to 
complement her 
home décor.
www.thevillage
haberdashery.co.uk 
stocks most of the 
fabric she used

Shopping
Fabric

Step by step

E F

26-28 Geo glam pillow.indd   28 16/06/2015   08:36





Kits for the Kite Trails 
Quilt can be ordered 
from The Cotton 
Patch, 1283-1285 
Stratford Road, Hall 
Green, Birmingham 
B28 9AJ;  
0121 702 2840;
www.cottonpatch.
co.uk

Shopping
Fabric
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 Materials

◆◆ 0.75m Riverbed (#PWNW060)
◆◆ 0.3m Daisy Dots (#PWNW062)
◆◆ 0.5m Dancing Delphiniums 

(#PWNW056)
◆◆ 0.65m Paint Pallet 

(#PWNW058)
◆◆ 0.5m Paint Balls  

(#PWNW061-Emerald)
◆◆ orange fabric  

(Kumquat Modern Solid)
◆◆ hot pink  

(Tropical Modern Solid)
◆◆ 1.5m grey  

(Slate Modern Solid Medium)
◆◆ 3.5m backing fabric
◆◆ Sizzix® Bigz 4½” Half Square 

Triangles (659832) dies
◆◆ Sizzix® Big Shot™  Plus (660020)

Finished size: 56x57” 

                                                                           

Nel whatmore

Yorkshire-based Nel is a fine 
artist, specialising in the use 

of pastels and best known 
for the vibrant floral images 
she creates. Sketchbook is 
Nel’s eighth collection with 

Westminster Fibers  
www.nelwhatmore.com 

                                                                          
Pieced and quilted  

by Trudi Wood 
trudi-quiltingprolifically.

blogspot.co.uk

The Sizzix® Big Shot™ Plus makes light work of  
cutting for this fabulous quilt!

Sketchbook 
kite trails quilt

From the Dancing Delphiniums fabric, cut:
18 4½” half-square triangles
4½x56½” rectangle

From the Paint Pallet fabric, cut:
63 4½” half-square triangles

From the Paint Balls fabric, cut:
38 4½” half-square triangles

CUTTING
From the Riverbed fabric, cut: 
3 1½x56½” strips (inner border)
6 2½” x WOF strips (binding)

From the Daisy Dots fabric, cut:
20 4½” half-square triangles
2 4½x8½” rectangles
4½x16½ rectangle
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From the orange fabric, cut:
2 2½x56½” rectangles

From the hot pink fabric, cut:
2 4x56½” rectangles

From the grey fabric, cut:
99 4½” half-square triangles
4½” square
4½x8½” rectangle
4½x16½” rectangle
4½x 4½” rectangle

All measurements assume 42” usable width of fabric, 
remove selvedge. We recommend you cut strips across the 
width of fabric (WOF) fi rst and then sub-cut these into 
the required number of units from each fabric as listed.

Wherever possible, the fabric was cut using Sizzix dies and 
Sizzix Big Shot or Big Shot Plus machine.  

Note: to cut e�  ciently, cut 5” strips of fabric, fold them 
concertina style so there are eight layers of fabric for one 
pass through the machine in order to maximise cutting 
potential and manage the fabric quantities.

PIECING
(1) Pair up 10 Daisy Dot triangles and 10 Pink Paint Pallet 
triangles, join together to make 10 complete half-square 
triangle (HST) units. Join these into one with the pink 
always on the top left, and green on the bottom right. 
Add the 16½ Daisy Dot strip to the bottom of the row.

(2) Repeat with the remaining 10 Daisy Dot triangles 
and 10 Emerald Paint Balls triangles. Make 10 HSTs. Join 
together into one row with the pink in the top right and 
green in bottom left position. Add an 8½” strip to each end 
of the half square triangle row.

(3) Pair the Dancing Delphinium triangles with grey 
triangles to make 18 HST units. Join together into two 
rows, one of eight and one of 10 with all triangles aligned 
in the same direction.   

(4) Rotate the row of eight so the patterned fabric is in 
the bottom right position. Add the 24½” grey strip to the 
top of this row.  

(5) Align the row of 10 so the patterned fabrics are all top 
left. Sew the 16½” grey strip to the bottom of the row.

(6) Pair the remaining Pink Paint Pallet triangles with grey 
triangles to make 
53 HST units.  

(7) Make two rows of 14, with all triangles aligned in the 
same direction.
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(8) Make one row of 12, with all pink triangles positioned in the 
bottom right. Attach the 8½” grey strip to the top of this row. 

(9) Make one row of 13 with all pink triangles positioned in the 
top left. Add the 4½” grey square to the bottom of this row.

(10) Pair the remaining 28 Emerald Paint Ball triangles with the 
remaining grey triangles to make 28 HST units.

(11) Sew into two rows of 14 with all triangles in the 
same direction.

(12) Piece border strips where necessary. Lay out the rows and 
borders as per the quilt top diagram. Stitch rows together. (Having 
the seams of each row pressed it alternate directions will help nest 
the seams together for piecing.)

(13) Piece backing fabric, trimming o�  selvedges and using a 
½” seam allowance. 

(14) Layer and baste quilt by your preferred method. Quilt 
as desired. 

(15) Join binding strips end to end to make one long length. 
Press in half along the length of the fabric with right sides 
together. Apply to quilt top and fi nish using preferred method.
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PROJECT:  T
EA C

OSY

Debbie’s bright and cheerful tea cosy, 
inspired by retro pottery, will make a great 

addition to any breakfast table!

Good morning 
tea cosy
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3 issues for £5 
when you subscribe 

to QuiltNow*

Online: www.practicalsubs.com/E013
Ordering is quick and easy…  

Call: 01858 438899 (Quote code: E013)

Exclusive subscription 
offer!

SAVE
66%

HURRY!
offer expires

30/07/15
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PROJECT:  QUILT

This quilt embodies elements found in tapa cloths from the 
Pacific Islands. A tapa cloth is typically a geometric design, dyed 
or stamped in shades of brown and black on organic bark cloth

Jungle  
ave tapa 
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 Things to remember

Use ¼” seam
Press seams open unless  
otherwise noted
                                                                           

 Materials

◆◆ ½ yard black & white  
squiggle (1)  

◆◆ ½ yard grass green (2)  
◆◆ ½ yard emerald green (3)  
◆◆ 1 yard hot pink (4)  
◆◆ 2 yards black & white dot (5)  
◆◆ 2 yards Pure Elements  

Snow (6)
◆◆ ½ yard binding
◆◆ 4 yards backing
◆◆ 66x76” wadding
◆◆ template (in the magazine)

The numbers in brackets refer to 
the relevant fabric in the Cutting 
and Assembly table/diagrams

Finished size: 60x70”
                                                                           

A AB BC CD DE EF FG GH HI I

Column Fabric Quantity/measurements
A (6) 2 2½x70½” (joined strip required)

B (6)

(4)

2 1½x8½”
2 2½x8½”
18 5x4½”
16 5x4½”
2 4½x68½” (joined strip required)

C (6) 2 2½x70½” (joined strip required)

D (6)

(3)

6 1½x3½”
6 1½x32”
6 1½x3½”
4 1½x32”
2 3½x32”

E (6) 2 1½x70½” (joined strip required)

F (1) 2 1½x70½” (joined strip required)

G (6) 2 1½x70½” (joined strip required)

H (5)+(6) paper-pieced blocks (triangles)

I (2)+(3)+(6) paper-pieced blocks (arrows)

cuttingTop Tip
The easiest way to 

construct this quilt is 
column by column. Each 

column for the quilt is 
labelled in the Column 

Map diagram

Jungle Ave by  
Sara Lawson for Art 
Gallery Fabrics  
www.hantex.co.uk/agf 

Shopping
Fabric
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Column Assembly
(1) Columns A, C, E, F and G. These are just 
strips of fabric the length of the quilt; except 
for the join (to make 70½”) there is no more 
assembly required for these columns. (See 
the Column Map diagram.)

(2) Column B. Take the 9 (6) and 8 (4) 5x4½” 
pieces and sew them together, alternating 
in colour and starting and ending with fabric 
(6). Press seams. Cut this strip in half, ending 
with two pieces that are 2½x68½” long. Take 
the 1 (4) 4½x68½” strip and sew to each 
side the 2½x68½” strip. Press seams. To 
finish, sew 1 (6) 1½x8½” to the top and to the 
bottom 1 (6) 2½x8½”. Press seams. Repeat 
these steps for the mirrored side of the quilt.

(3) Column D. For this initial step, a strip-
piecing technique is used to make the 3½” 
column. Use 3 (6) 1½x32”, 2 (3) 1½x32”, 1 (3) 
3½x32” and sew in this order 1 (6) 1½x32”, 
1 (3) 1½x32”, 1 (6) 1½x32”, 1 (3) 1½x32”, 1 
(6) 1½x32”, 1 (3) 3½x32”. Press seams. Cut 
the strip in half 16” and sew the two pieces 
together by joining the (6) narrow strip 
piece to the (3) thick strip piece (retaining 
the order of the strip). Press seams. Repeat 
this last step again so that an 8” column 
is created. Repeat one last time, to get a 
4”-wide column. Trim and straighten edges, 
to 3½”. Take 3 (6) 1½x3½” and 2 (3) 1½x3½” 
and sew them together in alternating order, 
staring with (6). Add this block to the 
bottom of the thick (3) strip. Press seams. 
The last step is to sew the 1 of the remaining 
(3) 1½x3½” to the top of the strip (where it 
should be a narrow (6) strip). Press seams. 
Final column size 3½x70½”. Repeat these 
steps for the mirrored side of the quilt.

(4) Column H. Paper-piecing is used to make 
14 (7 for each size) triangle blocks (find the 
template on the template pages at the back 
of the magazine.) Cut a square of (5) large 
enough to cover piece A1 on the template, 
trim ensuring enough fabric for seam 
allowance. Place the fabric on the opposite 
side of the printed template facing up. As this 
piece is large, either stitch-baste or glue-
baste (glue stick preferred) the fabric to the 
paper to reduce movement.) A2 and A3 are 
both using (6). Align the fabric (6) for A2 
with fabric (5). (See Pic A.) Fabric should be 
placed so right sides are together. Stitch 
along the line of the template. Trim edge of 
the seam to ensure a ¼” fabric allowance. 
Press fabric (6) back to lie over the paper 
template. Repeat for A3. Trim block, ensuring 

the ¼” seam allowance. Block should be 
7½x10½”. Repeat for all 14 blocks. To 
assemble the column, sew seven of the 
blocks to each other along the 7½” edge. 
Remove the paper and press seams. Repeat 
for the mirrored side of the quilt.

(5) Column I. Paper-piecing is used to make 
the centre arrow blocks. 14 (7 for each side) 
of the two arrow templates (left & right) are 
required (the templates are on the template 
pages at the back of the magazine).

Top Tip
Take into account the angle of 
the line and ensure coverage 
over the whole paper section. 
Use a smaller stitch length – 

1.2-1.5 for easier removal  
of the paper

(6) There are two pieces to this block, B & 
C. Start at B1→ B7 using the fabric selection 
guide above. Once all the pieces are sewed 
and pressed to the template, trim the block 
ensuring the ¼” seam allowance. Repeat the 
same process for block C, starting at C1→ C7. 
Sew Block B to C matching the seam edges 
for the arrows. (See Pic B). Remove the 
paper at this stage and press the seams. The 
block should be 5½x10½”. To assemble the 
column, sew 7 of the blocks to each other 
along the 5½” edge. Repeat for the mirrored 
side of the quilt.

Fabric Paper Piece #

(2) B5, C5

(3) B2, C2

(6) B1, B3, B4, B6, B7, C1, C3, 
C4, C6, C7
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Templates

75%
SHOWN AT
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T.01472 600874
.lcfabrics@live.co.uk
www.lcfabrics.co.uk

At L & C Fabrics, 
We sew, we make, 

we create

We haved moved to our new store at 
217 -219 Grimsby Road, Cleethorpes, DN25 7HB

and we have a fabulous range of fabrics, haberdashery, sewing 
machines, sewing furniture, patchwork classes, sewing classes 
and a lovely tea room for you to enjoy a fresh co� ee, tea and 
some  yummy cakes. Our fabrics are by Moda, Riley & Blake, 

Michael Miller, Hantex, John Louden, Fabric Freedom,
Nutex Macower, sto�  

217-219 Grimsby Road, 
Cleethorpes, DN35 7HB

FREE CAR PARKING!

0044

Gorgeous fabric 
& patterns

www.thefabricloft.co.uk

Fabulous Modern Quilting Fabrics Robert Kaufman Kona Cotton Moda 
Momo Blend Fabrics Lucie Summers Dashwood Studio Riley Blake 

Zen Chic  Art Gallery Fabrics Lewis and Irene  Ann Kelle

10% Discount Code

QNFAB13
Valid until 

26 SEPTEMBER 2015

10%
offThe UK’s Largest online suppliers of Extra Wide Quilt 

Backing Fabrics From 60” to 118” wide Moda, Sto� , 
Anbo,  and many more.

We also o� er an excellent Long Arm Quilting Service.
Helping to enhance your quilts into “The Family 

Heirlooms of Tomorrow”

www.dragonfl yquilting.co.uk
Email: marion@dragonfl yquilting.co.uk

Telephone: 01923 440551

QN13.P44 QTR.indd   44 15/06/2015   09:04





46  www.quiltnow.co.uk

PROJECT:  Q
UIL

T

Inspired by Victorian tiles, this quilt is very quick to cut 
using the Sizzix® Big Shot™ Plus machine and Bigz dies. 

Big blocks means just four go a very long way

Victorian 
tiles 
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CUTTING
A Using the 4½” Half Square Triangle die, cut:
48 triangles from dark blue fabric
32 triangles from blue fabric
16 triangles from background fabric 
(24 5¼” squares, cut in half diagonally,  
and 16 background fabric 5¼” squares, cut in 
half diagonally) 

B Using the 2½” Half Square Triangle die, cut: 
128 triangles from background fabric 
(64 3¼” squares, cut in half diagonally) 

C Using the 2½” Square die, cut:
32 squares from pink fabric 
32 squares from peach fabric 
(32 pink 2½” squares and 32 peach  
2½” squares)  

D Using the 4½” Square die, cut: 
16 squares from dark blue fabric
32 squares from coral fabric 
52 squares from background fabric 
(16 dark blue, 32 coral and 52 background 
4½” squares) 

E Using the 2½hx4½w” Triangle die, cut: 
32 triangles from dark blue fabric 

32 triangles from coral fabric
(8 4½” squares, cut in quarters diagonally) 

From background fabric, cut:
6 2½”xWOF pieces (inner border)

From border fabric, cut:
8 5½”xWOF pieces (outer border)

PIECING
(1) Make quarter-square triangles (QSTs). 
Using triangles cut at step E, pair up dark 
blue triangles with coral triangles with right 
sides together and stitch along one short side. 
Repeat with all triangles, ensuring you sew 
them all in the same way (coral on top of dark 
blue). Press to the darker fabric.

(2) Stitch triangle pairs together with right 
sides together, matching centre seams, along 
the long side of the triangles. Press seams 
open. Set aside. 

(3) Making bird in the air blocks: using the 
background 2½” half-square triangles (HSTs) 
cut at step B and the pink and peach 2½” 

                                                                           

 Materials

◆◆ 1m dark blue fabric
◆◆ 0.75m coral fabric 
◆◆ 0.6m blue fabric
◆◆ 0.25m pink fabric 
◆◆ 0.25m peach fabric
◆◆ 1m background fabric
◆◆ 1.25m border (2m if  

using striped border and 
mitring corners)

◆◆ 4m backing 
◆◆ 74” square wadding
◆◆ Sizzix® Big Shot™ Plus
◆◆ Sizzix® Bigz 2½” Square 

Unfinished (667607), 2½” 
Half Square Triangle Pieced 
(667611), 4½” Square 
Unfinished (659838), 4½” 
Half Square Triangle Pieced 
(667613) & 2½hx4½w” 
Triangle Unfinished  
(657166) dies 

Finished size: 70” square

 
The sizes to cut with  
a rotary cutter and 
ruler are in brackets 
after the instructions 
for the die-cutting

Top Tip
Press all fabric before 

starting; starch will help 
with crisp cuts when using 

the Sizzix dies 

Top Tip
It is always handy to have 

a small pair of scissors 
close by for snipping any 
loose threads that may  

not have been cut  
cleanly by dies
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squares cut in step C make the fi rst half of the 
block using one square and two triangles. Press 
seams out towards the triangles. (See Pic A.)

(4) Complete the bird in the air block by adding a 
blue 4½” HST cut in Step A. Press seams towards 
the darker triangle. (See Pic B.)

(5) Make a total of 16 each of pink/dark blue, peach/
dark blue, pink/blue and peach/blue. (See Pic C.)

(6) With remaining dark blue and background 
4½” HSTs, pair up one of each colour with right 
sides together and stitch along the long edge to 
make HST units. Make 16.

(7) Using the bird in the air blocks, HST blocks and 
the dark blue and background 4½” squares cut 
in Step D, lay out the blocks (See Pic D.) Sew into 
rows then sew the rows together. Make 16 units.

(8) Using the QST units made earlier and the 
remaining coral 4½” squares, piece-block sashing 
strips using one QST unit and two coral squares. 
(See Pic E.) Make 16 units.

(9) Lay out the block, using corner units, sashing 
units and remaining 4½” background squares. 
Piece block in rows and sew the rows together. 
(See Pic F.) Make four blocks.

(10) Sew the four blocks together into two rows 
of two then sew the rows together.

(11) Measure your quilt top, from background 
inner border strips, piece strips to fi t borders, 

Step by steps

A C

E

B

D GF

Trudi used fabric from 
Art Gallery Fabrics. 
For stockist 
information visit
www.hantex.co.uk/agf 

Shopping
Fabric

Trudi Wood 

Trudi has been quilting for 
more years than is polite to 
mention. She is a long-arm 

quilter, and a patchwork and 
quilt teacher for hire 

                                                                          
Designed and pieced 

by Trudi Wood
trudi-quiltingprolifi cally.

blogspot.co.uk

adding sides fi rst, measure again to piece top 
and bottom inner borders to fi t the quilt top.

(12) Measure your top again, piece two outer 
border strips together and trim to fi t the 
sides
 of quilt. Repeat for top and bottom borders. 

(13) Cut the backing fabric to be at least 
2” bigger than the quilt on all sides. Piece 
backing if necessary with a generous ½” 
seam allowance.

(14) Layer up backing, wadding and quilt 
top.  Baste in your preferred method. Quilt 
as desired.  

(15) Piece binding strips and apply binding 
to front of quilt, hand-stitch to the reverse.   
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Come and see an Aladdin’s Cave of fabrics, 
ribbons, buttons and haberdashery!

Open Monday to Saturday 9.30 - 4pm
Coach parties welcome, workshops also available 

please ring 01482 843663 for details.
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PROJECT:  Q
UIL

T
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John’s machine-appliquéd quilt is great for a weekend 
project. It comes together quickly and can be easily  

re-sized for a larger or smaller make

Garden 
patches

                                                                          

 Materials

For background:
◆◆ 72 5” squares solid linen
◆◆ 72 5” squares in  

assorted prints
For appliqué:
◆◆ 134 5” squares of assorted  

co-ordinating prints, solids  
& other fabric 

◆◆ paper-backed fusible web 
◆◆ 3⅓ yards backing fabric
◆◆ ½ yard binding fabric

Finished size: 54” square
                                                                           

Inspired by trouser 
pockets and patches, 
this is a perfect 
charm-pack pattern. 
The quick-and-easy 
piecing means the  
quilt can easily  
be made larger 

John Q. Adams 
If you make a Garden patches 
quilt, I’d love to see it! Please 

share it via email, social 
media, or the Quilt Dad is my 

Homeboy Flickr group
                                                                          

Designed and pieced by  
John Q. Adams

www.quiltdad.com
Quilted by Trudi Wood

trudi-quiltingprolifically.
blogspot.co.uk

CUTTING 
From the fusible web, cut: 
134 4½” squares. 

Pocket patch appliqué
(1) Following the manufacturer’s directions, 
apply one fusible web square to the wrong 
side of each of the 134 squares designated 
for appliqué, taking care to centre it as much 
as possible. (See Pic A.)

(2) With a pencil or fine-tip marker, hand-
draw a ‘U’ shape on the paper side of each 
square. Start and end the shape at the 
uppermost border of the fusible applique. 
Vary your shapes in width and height to give 
your blocks some variety. (See Pic B.) 

(3) Use a pair of sharp scissors to cut out 
each patch shape. (See Pic C.) 

(4) Pair a patch with a 5” square of  
the printed fabric that you chose for  
the background.
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Gardenvale by 
Jen Kingwell for 
Moda Fabrics is 
available from www.
plushaddict.co.uk 
and www.thevillage
haberdashery.co.uk  

Shopping
Fabric

Step by steps

A

C

B

D

(5) Peel the paper o�  of the back of the 
patch shape and adhere to the right side 
of the 5” square, following the fusible web 
instructions. Adhere the shape centred 
horizontally, but vertically aligned to the top 
edge of the 5” square. (See Pic D.)

(6) Repeat for all appliquéd patchwork 
squares, both the remaining printed 5” 
background squares and the solid linen 
background squares. I left 10 of the plain 
linen background squares free of an 
appliquéd patch.

(7) With a small blanket stitch, outline the raw 
edge of each appliquéd patch to attach it to 
the background square. You do NOT need to 
appliqué along the top edge, as this will be 
sewn into the seam allowance of the quilt top.

Quilt top assembly
(8) Lay the blocks out in a 12x12 grid, alternating 
between blocks with a linen background 
and blocks with a printed background and 
orientating all the pockets in the same direction. 
Scatter the blocks without an appliquéd patch 
throughout the quilt top for visual interest.

(9) Sew each row together, alternating the 
pressing direction of each.

(10) Sew the rows together to complete the 
quilt top. Baste, quilt and bind your quilt as 
desired. Enjoy!

The exact number of squares for the appliqué is not 
important. You can leave as many or as few 

patchwork squares empty as you wish
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PROJECT:  Q
UIL

T

Reene’s modern update of the traditional 
storm at sea block was inspired by stained 

glass windows

Tropical 
storm
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Top Tip
Shorten your stitch length 

to around 1.3 to aid in 
removal of foundation 

papers later

   Things to remember

WOF = width of fabric
HST = half-square triangle
Use a ¼” seam allowance 
throughout

                                                                           

 Materials

 ◆ ½ yard Nightfall Kona 
 ◆ ½ yard Fern Kona 
 ◆ 1 yard Creamsickle Kona
 ◆ ¾ yard Cabana Cotton + Steel 
 ◆ 1¼ yards Niagara Kona 
 ◆ templates A & B for Block 1 

Unit 2
 ◆ templates A & B for Block 1 

Unit 3 
 ◆ template plastic or thin card
 ◆ foundation templates for 

Block 1 Unit 2 and Unit 3 
 ◆ paper for foundation piecing
 ◆ 3½ yards backing fabric
 ◆ ½ yard binding fabric
 ◆ 56” square wadding

Finished size: 48” square

Note: if you choose to make the 
quilt using directional print fabric 
rather than solids, you may 
require extra yardage for the 
template-cut sections
                                                                           

other sub-cut into 6 Block 1 Unit 2 Template 
A pieces
Total of 4 6¼” squares and 32 Block 1 Unit 2 
Template A pieces

From light orange solid, cut:
6¼” x WOF strip, cut into 7 6¼” squares
6¼” x WOF strip, cut into a 6¼” square then 
trim remainder of strip to 5⅜” and sub-cut into 
6 5⅜” squares
5⅜” x WOF strip, sub-cut into 8 5⅜” squares
5⅜” x WOF strip, sub-cut into 2 5⅜” squares 
From the remainder of this strip you will be 
cutting the centre of Block 1 Unit 3. Sub-
cut into 8 3⅜” squares or use Block 1 Unit 3 
Template B. 
Total of 8 6¼” squares, 16 5⅜” squares and 8 3⅜” 
squares (or 8 Block 1 Unit 3 Template B pieces)

From light blue solid, cut:
6¼” x WOF strip, cut into 7 6¼” squares
6¼” x WOF strip, cut into a 6¼” square then 
trim remainder of strip to 5⅜” cut into 6 
5⅜” squares
5⅜” x WOF strip, sub-cut into 8 5⅜” squares
5⅜” x WOF strip, sub-cut into 2 5⅜” squares 
then trim remainder of the strip into 2 2½” 
strips and discard the o� cut
2 2½” x WOF strips for Block 2 Unit 2

PREPARE TEMPLATES
(1) Prepare foundation templates for Block 1 
Unit 2 and Block 1 Unit 3. You will need 32 of 
each. Also prepare templates for cutting fabric. 
To limit fabric wastage, use the templates to 
prepare the fabric for foundation piecing in the 
cutting directions.

Cutting
(2) From backing fabric, cut:
2 63” x WOF pieces

From binding fabric, cut:
6 2½” x WOF strips

From dark blue solid, cut:
6¼” x WOF strip, sub-cut into 4 6¼” squares 
then trim remainder of strip to 5⅜” and cut 
into 3 5⅜” squares
2 5⅜” x WOF strips, sub-cut one strip into 7 
5⅜” squares and the other into 6 5⅜” squares
Total of 4 6¼” squares and 16 5⅜” squares

From green solid, cut:
6¼” x WOF strip, sub-cut into 4 6¼” squares 
from remainder cut 12 Block 1 Unit 2 Template 
A pieces 
2 3” x WOF strips, one strip sub-cut into 14 
Block 1 Unit 2 Template A pieces and the 

                                                                          
by Reene Witchard

www.nelliesniceties.com 
Quilted by Trudi Wood

trudi-quiltingprolifi cally.
blogspot.co.uk
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2 4½” x WOF strips, sub-cut 16 Block 1 Unit 2 
Template A pieces from each strip
Total of 8 6¼” squares, 16 5⅜” squares and 2 
33x2½” strips, 2 2½” x WOF strips and 32 Block 
1 Unit 2 Template A pieces 

From dark orange solid, cut:
4 4¾” x WOF solid strips, sub-cut each strip 
into 14 Unit 2 Template B pieces and 14 Unit 2 
Template C pieces 
4¾” x WOF solid strip cut into 4 Unit 2 
Template B pieces and 4 Unit 2 Template 
C pieces
4 2½” x WOF strips for Block 2 Unit 3
Total of 32 Block 1 Unit 3 Template B pieces, 32 
Block 1 Unit 3 Template C pieces and 4 2½” x 
WOF strips

Note: if you cut out all your pieces before 
starting you will be able to chain-piece each 
section for all of the blocks.

Block 1 fabric requirements
These are the requirements for a single block. 
You will be making eight of them.
Light orange
2 6¼” squares for Unit 1
3⅜” square (or Block 1 Unit 3 Template B piece) 
for centre of Unit 3

Light blue
2 6¼” squares for Unit 1 
4 Unit 2 Template A pieces
Dark orange
4 Unit 2 Template B pieces
4 Unit 2 Template C pieces
Dark blue
2 5⅜” squares for Unit 1
Green
4 Unit 3 Template A pieces

Block 1 construction
Unit 1. You will need four of these for each 
block so you will make a total of 32. 
(3) Mark a diagonal line on the wrong side of 
each of the 6¼” light orange squares. 

(4) Place a 6¼” light orange square right sides 
together with a 6¼” light blue square and pin 
in place. Sew a ¼” seam allowance either side 
of the marked line as shown in Pic A. 

(5) Cut along the marked line to create two 
HST units. Trim each unit to 5⅜”, taking care 
to keep the diagonal seam aligned with the 
corners of the block.

(6) Mark a diagonal line on the reverse of 
each 5⅜” HST unit then place one on top of a 

5⅜” dark blue square, right sides together, pin 
in place and sew a ¼” seam allowance either 
side of the marked line as shown in Pic B. 

(7) Cut along the marked line to create two 
units. Press seams towards the dark solid.

(8) Trim each unit to 4½”, taking care to keep 
the HST diagonal seam in the corner of each 
block as shown in Pic C. You will now have 
four complete units.

(9) Repeat steps 3 to 8 seven more times for 
a total of 32 units.

Unit 2 (foundation templates)
(10) Pin a light blue Unit 2 Template B piece 
to the rear of a foundation template in 
position A1 as shown in Pic D.

(11) Pin a dark orange Unit 2 Template B 
piece, right sides together, to the rear of the 
foundation template in position A2 as shown 
in Pic E. Sew along the marked diagonal line 
on the foundation template then press the 
seam towards the dark orange fabric.

(12) Pin a dark orange Unit 2 Template C 
piece, right sides together, to the rear of the 

A

D

B

E

C

F
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foundation template in position A3 as shown 
in Pic F. Sew along the marked diagonal line 
on the foundation template then press the 
seam towards the dark orange fabric.

(13) Trim any excess fabric from around the 
edges of the foundation template as shown 
in Pic G.

(14) Repeat steps 10 to 13 31 times for a total 
of 32 units.  

Unit 3 (foundation templates)
(15) Pin light orange Unit 3 Template B piece to 
rear of foundation template as shown in Pic H.

(16) Fold foundation template back on itself 
along the diagonal lines for A2 and A3 and 
trim any excess fabric from the light orange 
piece to give a ¼” seam allowance as shown 
in Pic I. 

(17) Place a green Unit 3 Template A piece 
on the template B piece lining up with the 
edge of the seam allowance at A2, right sides 
together, pin and sew along the marked 
diagonal A2 line as shown in Pic J. Repeat on 
the A3 line. 

(18) Press seams towards the green fabric so 
it looks like Pic K.

(19) Fold foundation template back on itself 
along the diagonal lines for A4 and A5 and 
trim any excess fabric to give a ¼” seam 
allowance as shown in Pic L. Repeat step 17 
with the green Template A pieces at A4 and 
A5 as shown in Pic M. Press seams towards 
the green fabric then trim any excess fabric 
from around the edges of the foundation 
template as shown in Pic N.

(20) Repeat steps 15 to 19 seven times for a 
total of eight units.

Assemble Block 1
(21) Lay out blocks and sew together as 
shown in the Block 1 construction diagrams. 
Repeat for all eight blocks.

Assemble strip sets for Block 2
Light blue
2 2½” x WOF strips
2 2½” x partial WOF strips
Dark orange
4 2½” x WOF strips

(22) Sew one light blue 2½” x WOF strip to 
one dark orange 2½” x WOF strip, right sides 
together, along the long edge. Press seam 
towards dark orange solid as shown in Pic O. 
Repeat with remaining light blue 2½” WOF 
strip and dark orange 2½” WOF strip. 

(23) Sew one light blue partial 2½” x WOF 
strip one to one dark orange 2½” x WOF 
strip, right sides together. Press seam 
towards dark orange solid. Repeat with 
remaining partial light blue WOF strip and 
dark orange WOF strip. Put to one side until 
step 26.

Block 2 fabric requirements
These are the requirements for a single block. 
You will be making eight of them.

Light orange
4 5⅜” squares for Unit 1
Light blue
4 5⅜” squares for Unit 1
Dark blue
6¼” square for Unit 3
Dark green
6¼” square for Unit 3 
Light blue/dark orange strip sets (see step 
for instructions)
4 4 ½” strip set squares for Unit 2

Unit 1 – HST units
You will need four of these for each block so 
you will make a total of 32 units.

(24) Using two 5⅜” light orange squares and 
two 5⅜” light blue squares, follow steps 3 
to 5 to create four HST units. Trim each HST 

G I

K

H

J L
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unit to 4½” square, taking care to keep the 
diagonal seams in the corner of each unit as 
before.

(25) Repeat step 24 seven more times for a 
total of 32 units.

Unit 2 – Strip set square units
You will need four of these per block so you 
will cut 32 units. 

(26) Cut all strip sets constructed at steps 22 
to 23 into 4½” squares as shown in Pic P. 

Unit 3 - Quarter triangles
You will need one of these for each block so 
you will make eight.

(27) Using a 6¼” green square and a 6¼” 
dark blue square follow steps 3 to 5 to create 
two HST units. Trim each HST unit to 5⅜” 
square, taking care to keep the diagonal 
seam aligned with the corners of the block.

(28) Mark a diagonal line on the reverse 
of one of the HST units and place it, right 
sides together, on top of the other HST unit, 
ensuring the seams nest together. Pin in 
place and sew a ¼” seam allowance either 
side of the marked line . Cut along the marked 
line to create two quarter triangle units.

M

O

N

P

Reene used a selection 
of Kona Cotton Solids 
for her quilt, the full 
range of which is 
available from
www.plushaddict.co.uk

Shopping
Fabric

(29) Trim each unit to 4½” square, taking 
care to keep the diagonal seams aligned 
with corners of the block.

(30) Repeat steps 27 to 29 three more 
times to produce a total of eight quarter 
triangle units.

Assemble Block 2
(31) Layout units for block and sew 
together as shown in the Block 2 
construction diagrams. Repeat a further 
seven times for a total of eight blocks.

Constructing quilt top
(32) Lay out blocks in four rows of four 
blocks, referring to the fi nished quilt 
for guidance. 

(33) Sew blocks together in rows, taking 
care to match seams where necessary to 
ensure you don’t lose any of the points of 
your triangles.

(34) Sew the rows together again taking 
care to match seams where necessary to 
ensure you don’t lose any of your points. 
Press long seams open to reduce bulk.

Constructing the backing panel
Note: you only need a 56”-square panel for 
the backing so you should have plenty of 
fabric for pattern matching if necessary.

(35) Place the 63” pieces of backing fabric 
right sides together on a fl at surface. Remove 
the selvedges and pin and sew together 
along the length to form a centre seam. Press 
well all over, taking care to press the centre 
seam open. 

(36) (Optional.) Trim backing fabric to 
56” square if you would prefer less bulk 
when quilting.

Quilting and Finishing 
(37) Make a quilt sandwich from your 
backing fabric (right side facing down), the 
wadding and the quilt top (right side facing 
up). Make sure all the layers are nice and 
smooth, with no wrinkles and baste all three 
layers together using tacking stitches or pins. 
Quilt as you prefer – this quilt was long-arm 
quilted by the very talented Trudi Wood. 

(38) Once quilted, trim o�  the excess 
backing fabric and wadding, then square up 
the quilt.

(39) Prepare the binding by sewing the 2½” 
strips of binding fabric together end to end 
to form one long length. Fold along the full 
length, wrong sides together and press. Use 
this to bind the quilt.

56-59 Tropical Storm.indd   59 16/06/2015   17:09







62  www.quiltnow.co.uk

www.cookesquilting.co.uk

Japanese collections NOW available!

Hundreds of beautiful 
cotton fabrics are ready 
for immediate dispatch
from our online shop!
FREE � rst class delivery 
on UK orders over £25!

Orders are dispatched within one working day
We have a drop in day every Wednesday for 

visitors wishing to browse and shop
We also welcome telephone orders

tel: 01384 636 717  email: mail@cookesquilting.co.uk

21 Bull Lane
Winchcombe

GL54 5HY

www.clarris.co.uk
Fabric

Wadding
Thread

Equipment
Workshops and Classes

Our new shop is now open. 

16 Milnrow Road, Shaw, Oldham OL2 8EQ.
Please note if you will be using a sat nav system then please use the postcode OL2 8AP. 

We will now be opening Tuesdays to Saturdays 9.30am -5.30pm
EXCEPT when we are at shows when we will be open Mon & Tues only. 

All our show dates are shown on our website

There is a large car park behind the shop and we also have a rear door entrance.

As well as over 1000 bolts of fabrics we also sell wool felts, waddings, 
button angel patterns, annie smith doll patterns and large variety of bag and doll kits.

E: angela@thebubblepatch.com
T: 07981 748 211

 www.bobbinpatch.com

www.patchworkchicks.com

Patchwork Chicks

75b Gisburn Road, Barrowford, Lancashire BB9 6DX | 01282 619759

We are open
Monday - Saturday 

10.00 - 4.30

Friendly and welcoming patchwork 
shop with loads of inspiration and 
ideas.

We are a major stockist of Lynette 
Anderson patterns, fabrics, buttons 
and equipment, and also stock lots 
of fabrics from Moda, Red Rooster, 
Makower and others.

Castle Court Quilter
Specialising in 100% Cotton Fabrics by leading names

Warm & natural wadding, rotary mats, rotary cutters & ruler 
Come and join one of our Patchwork & Quilting workshops 

in our fully equipped workroom, also available to Hire!

www.castlecourtquilter.co.uk
Castle Court, Castle Street, Whittington, Oswestry SY11 4DF

Tuesday - Friday 9:30am-5:00pm
Saturdays by Appointment

Workshop list available
Ample FREE Parking

01691  654862

Tuesday - Friday 9:30am-5:00pm
Saturdays by Appointment

01691  654862

MAIL ORDER

GROUP OUTINGS
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PROJECT:  CUSHION

Di’s cushion was inspired by the bright 
tiles found in the Mediterranean that 

glisten in the strong sunshine

Sunshine  
tile cushion
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Cutting
From the yellow fabrics, cut:
16 2½” squares (main yellow)
4 21½” squares (second yellow)
4 2½” squares (third yellow)

From the orange fabrics, cut:
8 2½” squares
8 2½” squares

From the low-volume/plain fabric, cut:
16 2½” low-volume or plain squares (these 
can be cut from one fabric, or from di� erent 
fabrics for a scrappier look, I chose to use 
one low-volume print throughout)

To make the half square triangles, cut:
4 6¾” squares di� erent blue/aqua fabrics 
4 6¾” squares di� erent orange fabrics 
2 3½” blue squares 
2 3½” low-volume squares 

To make the square within a square centre 
block, cut: 
1 4½” fussy-cut square 
2 2⅞“ blue squares, sub-cut on the diagonal 
to make 4 triangles in total (these two squares 
need to be cut from the FQ that the binding is 
cut from)

ASSEMBLY
(1) Ensure that you keep all the cut 
components stacked so you don’t get them 
muddled. From the binding fabric, cut 2½” 
strips and join them end to end to form at 
least an 88”-long strip.

PIECING THE CUSHION FRONT
(2) 2 To piece the half-square triangles (HST) 
that form the cross on the cushion front, we 
are going to make eight HSTs at a time.

 
The cushion front can 
be made from less 
than F8s so it is a 
good project to use 
up those scraps
                                                                           

 Things to remember

¼” seam allowance throughout
                                                                           

 Materials

 ◆ 3 di� erent yellow fabrics
 ◆ 2 di� erent orange fabrics
 ◆ low-volume/plain fabric
 ◆ blue/aqua fabric
 ◆ FQ binding fabric
 ◆ 22” square wadding
 ◆ 24” square calico for cushion 

front lining
 ◆ 2 20x10½” fabric pieces
 ◆ 4½x20” for the zipper band 
 ◆ 18” zipper
 ◆ 2 2x2½” fabric pieces 

for zipper ends

Finished size: 20” square
                                                                           

 Di Gilmore

                                                                          
Designed and pieced 

by Di Gilmore
willowbeckdesigns.

blogspot.co.uk
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(3) Pair one blue/aqua 6¾” square with an 
orange 6¾” square and place them RST. On 
the top square draw a line from the top-left 
corner to the bottom-right corner and a 
second line diagonally from the top-right 
corner to the bottom-left corner. (See Pic 
A.) Stitch ¼” of either side of the two drawn 
lines. (See Pic B.) Place the sewn squares on 
your cutting board and cut vertically down 
the centre of the square. (See Pic C.) Cut 
the square a second time horizontally across 
the centre. Finally, cut on both the drawn 
diagonal lines. This will yield eight HSTs. 
(See Pic D.)

(4) Repeat the process with the three 
remaining matched blue/aqua and orange 
squares. You will now have 32 HSTs.

(5) Pair each trimmed HST with a matching 
one and sew them together so that the 

orange parts are together. These can be 
chain-sewn to save time and thread! Do this 
for all 32 HSTs to form 16 triangle units. (See 
pics E, F and G.)

(6) In addition to these triangle units you 
will also need to make four blue/low-volume 
HSTs. Match one blue 3½” square with a 
3½” low-volume square RST, draw a line on 
the diagonal from the top-left corner to the 
bottom-right corner. Stitch ¼” either side of 
the drawn line and then cut down the line. 
Press and trim to 2½” square. Repeat with 
the second blue and low-volume squares.

(7) To make the centre square within a 
square block (sometimes called an economy 
block), place the fussy-cut 4½” square right 
sides up and sew a blue triangle to the top 
and bottom of the centre square. Press 
the seam allowances away from the centre 

square and then sew the remaining two blue 
triangles to the left and right sides of the 
centre block. It is helpful to crease the centre 
block on the halfway points and also crease 
the blue HST halfway along the longer edge 
to align the pieces. The creases can then be 
matched up before the triangles are sewn in 
place. (See pics H and I.)

(8) The pieced block now needs to be 
trimmed to 4½”. To do this accurately, place 
the 2¼” line of your ruler on top of the centre 
point of the block and centre the block. 
Check the measurement again before you 
trim the four sides.

(9) Using Pic J as a guide, lay out the triangle 
blocks in units of four. Sew together and 
repeat for the remaining 12 blocks. Put aside.

(10) To make the corner blocks, lay out the 

A B C

D E F

G H I
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blocks using Pic K as reference. Take care 
with the fabric pattern orientation, especially 
if you are using a one-directional pattern 
fabric. Sew each corner block together.

(11) Lay out all the blocks as shown in Pic 
L, sew the blocks together in rows and then 
join the three rows together. You now have a 
completed cushion top.

(12) Layer the cushion top on top of the 
22” square of wadding, which in turn is 
on top of the 24” calico square, creating a 
quilt sandwich. Baste using your preferred 
method. Quilt the top as you wish. I did 
straight-line quilting diagonally across the 
top and then fi lled in with straight-line 
triangles. (See Pic M.)

MAKING THE CUSHION BACK
(13) I like a cushion back to have a zipper as 
I don’t like the way cushions with envelope 
backs can gape. This is personal choice and 
the instructions below are for a zippered 
back. If you want to make an envelope 
backing, do it now and then jump to 
assembling the cushion.

(14) Please note that the zipper is 2” 
shorter than the finished cushion, this is 
because we are going to affix fabric zipper 
ends. This works well as it reduces the bulk 
in the side seams of the cushion. Stitch 
across the open upper end of the zipper. 
This can be done by either machine or 
hand. The purpose of doing this is to make 
it easier to stitch the zipper down. Fold 
each zipper fabric end under by ¼” (WST) 
and press. Encase the bottom end of the 
zipper in the zipper end with the open side 
upwards. Stitch ⅛” across the zipper and 
then do a second line of stitching ⅛” away 
from the first. Repeat for the top end. (See 
Pic N.) Put aside.

(15) Take the 4½x20” fabric length and 
press it WST along the long end. Take one of 
the back pieces and, with this right side up, 
place the fabric band along the longer edge. 
Machine-tack into place using long stitches 
and a scant ¼” seam. Place the zipper on 
top, with the zipper facing downwards and 
the pull to the right-hand side. Take time 
to centre the zipper so that the both ends 
are the same distance away from the edge 
of the cushion back sides. Pin in place. (See 

Pic O.) Use your machine’s zipper foot to 
carefully sew the zipper in place. To attach 
the second side of the cushion back, lay the 
second side right side up and then place the 
zipper piece right side down with the zipper 
pull to the left and facing down. Align the 
two fabrics, pin in place and then stitch 
along the zipper. Once done, press and top-
stitch about a ¼” away from the zipper on 
the right side of the fabric, along both sides. 
Cut any excess fabric zipper tab end.

ASSEMBLY 
(16) Layer the cushion with the zipper 
back right side facing downwards and 
the cushion front piece right side facing 
up. Pin all around the edge, making sure 
that the zipper is centred across the back. 
If the back is a little too long, carefully 
trim the excess off. Sew all the way 
around the cushion with a scant ¼” seam. 
Alternatively, sew all the way round with 
a zigzag stitch if your machine has one. 
Press the binding in half along the longer 
side with WST and use to bind the cushion 
as you would a quilt.

J K L

M N O

63-65 Sunshine tiles.indd   66 16/06/2015   08:35



www.quiltnow.co.uk  67

PROJECT:  QUILT

Positively delicious, and calorie free, 
Kerry Foster’s fun mini quilt is our idea of 

the perfect sweet treat!

Macaron  
mini
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CUTTING
Using template A, cut:
4 pieces of each of the pastel solids
Using template B, cut:
16 navy solid pieces

From each of the four pastel solids, cut: 
2 3½x4½” pieces 

From the white fabric, cut: 
4 9½x1½” strips

From each of the four scraps, cut:
2 10½x1” strips

From the navy solid, cut:
8 4½x1½” pieces
8 1½x1” pieces
8 2½x1½” pieces

From the border fabric, cut: 
4 1½”-wide strips

Piecing
(1) Start sewing the curved template A and B 
pieces together, stitching slowly and easing the 
curve together by holding the convex 
piece angled slightly above as it feeds 
underneath the foot. Be careful not to pull it 

too taught as the curve will stretch. Pin the 
curve if you feel more comfortable doing so. 
(See Pic A.)

(2) Press the curve from the front so that the 
seam allowance is pressed to the convex side. 
Repeat to make a total of 16 units, four in each 
pastel colour.

(3) Take a pastel solid rectangle and sew a 
navy 4½x1½” strip to the top. Press. Repeat to 
make eight. (See Pic B.)

(4) Matching seams. Sew a matching colour 
curve unit to either side of each pastel 
rectangle unit and press to create the fi nal 
strips. Make all eight strips – two in each 
colour – and set to one side.

(5) Sew a 1½x1” little navy piece to each end 
of each white strip. Press. (See Pic C.)

(6) Sew a scrap strip to each long edge of 
the white strip, with the matching strip on the 
other side. Press. (See Pic D.)

(7) Sew a 2½x1½ “ navy piece to each end of 
the block and press. (See Pic E.)

(8) Bring back your fi nal strips with the 

                                                                          

 Materials

 ◆ ½ yard navy solid
 ◆ ⅛ yard pink, yellow, brown 

& mint pastel solids
 ◆ ⅛ yard white
 ◆ scraps of pink, yellow, 

brown & teal
 ◆ ¼ yard border fabric
 ◆ skinny ¼ yard binding fabric
 ◆ ½ yard backing fabric
 ◆ 28x24” wadding scrap 

Finished size: 26x22” 
                                                                           

 
Macarons are made in 
a rainbow of colours 
and flavours – you can 
personalise your mini 
with your favourites

Kerry Foster

Kerry loves designing new 
projects and is a regular 

contributor to several 
publications and a member 

of the East Midlands Modern 
Quilt Group. You can � nd her 

on Instagram @pennydog 
                                                                          

Designed by 
Kerry Foster

blog.pennydog.com 
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pieced curves. Sew to the top and bottom and 
press the seams to complete the block. Trim 
to 10½x12½” if necessary. Make a total of four 
blocks. (See Pic F.)

(9) Choose where you want the colours 
to be and sew together into two rows of 
two blocks. Press and sew the rows 
together. Press.

(10) Sew a border strip to both sides of 
the top. Press and trim fl ush to the edge. 
Repeat with the top and bottom of the top to 
complete the piecing.

Quilting
(11) Cut a piece from the backing fabric at 
least 30x26”, and 28x24” from the wadding.

(12) Baste all three layers together using 
your preferred method to prepare for 
quilting. Small quilts can be easily spray 
basted with 505 spray, which is my 
chosen method.

(13) To make your quilt just like this one, quilt 
fi gure of eights in the white fondant areas and 
free-motion quilt cursive writing. This quilt 
says ‘mmm macarons’ twice on the top and 

the bottom navy spaces on the quilt, plus 
some fl avours in a more distinctive thread 
underneath each macaron. With navy thread, 
quilt a spiral in the centre.

Finishing 
(14) Square up the quilt and trim o�  all 
excess wadding and backing fabric.

(15) From the binding fabric, cut three 
2¼“ strips across the width of the fabric. 
Sew together end to end to make a long, 
continuous piece.

(16) Press the seams open and fold the fabric 
along the entire strip, pressing as you go.

(17) From scraps or remaining backing 
fabric, cut two squares measuring 4½“. 
Press in half along the diagonal. Pin to top 
corners on the back.

(18) Machine-stitch the binding to the back, 
mitering the corners, Sew the ends where 
they meet and cut o�  excess.

(19) Pull binding over to the front of the 
quilt and  machine-stitch very close to the 
edge for a neat fi nish.

Use scraps of 
small-scale blenders 
for the contrast. 
Search by colour at 
www.quiltroom.co.uk

Shopping
Fabric

A B C

D E F
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F
or some quilters, their ideas stem 
from a pattern or a block design.  
With hundreds of layouts possible 
from just a handful of the numerous 
block possibilities, you can see why 

many in our craft are attracted to this 
starting point. The building blocks are 
already there, you just have to decide how 
to put them together. More often than not, 
the � rst spark of inspiration comes with the 
choosing of fabric. There are those of us 
who are so inspired by the pattern we 
are using that we seek to replicate it in 
its entirety. For others, colour choice is a 
much more personal thing and the art 
of the fabric pull is all part of the quilt-
making process.

With almost all the quilts I make, I 
rarely use patterns or established blocks, 
preferring the challenge of creating my 
own designs. Sometimes, I’m inspired 
by something so obscure that I have no 
choice but to attempt to create the block 
myself.  As an improv quilter, inspiration 
is at the heart of what I do, but without a 
starting point, where does that inspiration 
come from?

Flora and Fauna
Those of you who are familiar with my 
Vegetable Patch quilts will know how 

Inspiring 
improv

inspired I am by nature and the variety 
of colours, shapes and patterns found 
within it. My � rst vegetable block came 
about after I read a food supplement in a 
weekend newspaper. There was a recipe 
for leek tart and, as you’d expect, the piece 
was accompanied by photographs of leeks, 
all in various stages of ‘undress’. What 
caught my eye was the pattern created 
once the leek was cut. Vegetables, � owers 
and fruit are all brimming with texture and 
pattern, as are the innumerable species 
of animals. Feathers, fur and � ns all have 
rich and exciting colour palettes waiting 
to be explored. Whilst they may not be in 
harmony with the colour wheel, don’t allow 
that to stop your creative experimentation.  
Take a little or take a lot. Imagine a quilt 
inspired by a gull – lots of white, grey and 
black with hints of orange. Very on trend!  
You don’t have to go as far as I did with the 
vegetable quilt, but take a closer look next 
time you’re tucking into your lunchtime 
salad. There may be something there to 
ignite a creative spark.

Architexture
When talking about improv, most people 
assume you mean wonky. While there’s 
great fun to be had in piecing curves that 
aren’t precise, one way to tackle improv 

Much like the fabric they’re made from, the 
inspiration behind our quilts is often rich and 

varied. As quilt makers, we all have fabric that 
we’re drawn to, with colours, patterns and styles 

we look at and know instinctively that they’re just 
right for our stash. Inspiration is no di� erent and 

comes from countless di� erent places

LEARN MORE...
...about improv quilting 

with Nick in his 
step-by-step video classes 

at www.qnntv.com 
(search for 

Quilt Monkey)

By Nick Ball
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www.quiltsfromtheattic.wordpress.com

is to work with clean lines and bold 
slabs of colour. What better inspiration 
for that than architecture?! If nature 
gives us curves then buildings give us 
bold blocks with which to play. Next 
time you’re walking somewhere, take 
a glance up. Buildings offer a wealth 
of graphic shapes to incorporate into 
our quilts. Bricks, windows, pillars and 
rooftops offer a geometric smorgasbord 
to quilters and are often the easiest 
shapes to replicate in fabric. Remember 
too that the bird’s perspective as well 
as the worm’s can be insightful. On 
my usual route to work I see cracks 
in paving slabs, paint spills and road 
markings, each a potential quilt design 
in themselves. In today’s fast-paced, 
technology-filled world, we often keep 
our eye on our phone screens. Slowing 
down a little and taking it all in will 
literally open up your eyes to the 
inspiration that is waiting for you.

Top tips
Snap a picture of anything you get 
inspired by. Smartphones are great 
because, let’s face it, we’re never too far 
from them and they can capture a lot of 
potential inspiration.

Look at things with your quilter’s eye.  
When I was at university we talked a 
lot about having a photographer’s eye, 
that is, the ability to see and compose 
images. Now I find myself looking at 
things from a fabric point of view. My 
mind clicks and turns as it tries to figure 
out how to turn the inspiration into a 
workable piece. It’s a good exercise and 
something that can be enjoyable.

Finally, have fun! We all have 
moments of blankness, a kind of 
quilter’s block where nothing seems to 
work. These times are perfect for letting 
loose and exploring your creativity. 
Get comfortable, perhaps with some 
music or a good TV show, and simply 
sew some scraps. Don’t worry about 
what you’re sewing or what you’ll end 
up with. Simply enjoy the process. This 
sort of constraint-free working is a 
great way to get into improv piecing if 
it’s something you want to try but are 
a little hesitant. Don’t be too concerned 
with accuracy or measurements. This 
kind of sewing is most definitely about 
the journey, not the destination.

Take off the 
blinkers. Look up, 
look down, look 
inside and out. I 

never would have 
thought that a  

red onion would 
inspire a quilt block  

but, as we’ve  
learnt, inspiration  

is everywhere,  
every day!

Find this project

in issue 7

of Quilt Now
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Online shop 
selling fabric 
for patchwork, 
quilting & sewing

Check website for details of our pop up shop at Southwold, Suffolk

www.glenroydesigns.co.uk 

MAGGIES CRAFT 
WORKSHOP

Residential weekend courses set in the glorious scenery of North Yorkshire

Courses throughout the year in patchwork, quilting, so�  furnishing, dress making, 
fabric boxes and fabrc landscapes. Delightful accommodation all on the premises. 
Good food, excellent tuition, warm and friendly atmosphere, small groups, tailor-

made to � t your requirements.
For full details of courses contact:

Maggie Martin

Tel: 01723 870660
Quarry Close Cottage, Quarry Road, Burniston, Scarborough, North Yorks YO13 0DJ
Website: www.maggiemartin.co.uk • Email: maggie@maggiemartin.co.uk

NOW TAKING
BOOKINGS

FOR 2016

Huge range of 100% cotton fabric including beautiful Japanese prints.
Top quality brands such as Tilda, Robert Kaufman, Michael Miller, Riley Blake, 

Disney (including Frozen), Marvel Comic fabrics, Red Rooster & Kona Bay. 
We also run workshops and sell wool, cross stitch, haberdashery, rulers, cutters 

and much, much more! 

***Free delivery over £35***
Jolly Stitcher, Unit 13 Fareham Enterprise Centre, Hackett Way

Fareham, Hants, PO14 1TH, Tel: 01329 608017

www.jolly-stitcher.co.uk 

Oh Sew Sweet Shop  

6- 7 Fountain Parade  

Mapplewell, Barnsley  

S75 6FW,  01226 386863  

www.ohsewsweetshop.co.uk 

Reasons to be cheerful?                                                    

* Wide range of fabrics from major manufacturers.                 

* Excellent range of accessories, waddings & haberdashery.                  

* Spacious workshop space for our very popular classes.            

* Large FREE car park & close to other shops & Tea rooms.      

*10 minutes from Jct 38 M1, Call in or see us online!  

Kwilters Korner
Wharfside, Couch Lane, Devizes,

Wilts SN10 1EB  
Tel: 01380 725182

www.kwilterskorner.com

1000+ bolts of top quality
fabrics at affordable prices

Wadding + Notions 
  Free Car Park

Kwilters Korner
Wharfside, Couch Lane, Devizes,

1000+ bolts of top quality
fabrics at affordable prices

www.kwilterskorner.comwww.kwilterskorner.com

Our online shop carries a quirky range of 
designer cottons & pre cut fabrics for all 
your quilting projects. 
Visit our shop, found on Britains beautiful 
east coast, where we also run sewing & 
craft workshops for all abilities. 

www.patchfabrics.co.uk 
Telephone: 01502 588778
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PROJECT:  QUILT

Nick Ball has taken 
inspiration from 

everybody’s favourite 
paperbacks for this 

fabulous quilt. Perfect 
for any budding 

bibliophile, this quilt 
is easy to scale up or 
down and is perfect 

for showcasing 
snippets of your 
favourite fabric 

Penguin 
classics
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(4) Repeat for all the remaining neutral and 
coloured strips.

(5) Using a design wall or large table, begin 
arranging your books, ensuring the various 
widths and colours are nicely distributed. To 
make the rows, place two book pieces right 
sides together and sew along the long edge, 
pressing the seam open. Continue to add book 
pieces in this way until the row is the required 
length. For my quilt, I made five rows, each 
8½” wide and approximately 41” long. Don’t 
worry if some of your rows are slightly longer 
or shorter than others as you’ll be trimming 
the quilt after the quilting is completed.

(6) Once you’ve pieced the required number 
of rows, join them together to complete the 
quilt top. 

(7) Baste the quilt top using pins or basting 
spray, making sure all three layers are nice 
and smooth with no wrinkles. Quilt as 
desired. I asked Trudi to quilt lines along each 
of the books, varying the distance between 
them to represent the creases on a well-read 
book’s spine. Some were left un-quilted to 
add interest. Once the quilting is completed, 
square up the quilt.

(8) Sew the binding strip together end to 
end and press the seams open. Press the 
binding in half width ways, wrong sides 
together, and use to finish the quilt. 

 Using the classic colour 
combination of the Penguin 
books, lots of orange tones 
with contrasting colours will 
make this quilt come alive

Top Tip
You may find that your 

pieced unit of neutral and 
coloured strips doesn’t align 

at the end perfectly.  
Simply trim the unit 
 into strips until you  
can’t cut any more 
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Stockists of huge range of patchwork fabrics 
and tools, use code QN1000 for 10% off your 

fi rst order!
www.pelennapatchworks.co.uk

01639 898444

Rooftop Fabrics are proud to offer an
every expanding range of fabrics, including:
Plush, Cottons, and other specialist items.

Tel: 01420 260036
Email: website@rooftopfabrics.com

www.rooftopfabrics.com

Proof
Please check carefully this proof of your advertisement which will appear in the ______________ issue.
Please note: Any corrections should be faxed or emailed to us by __________________________ 
due to the pending print date. (Any alterations after this date can be charged for.)

DEC/JAN 2014

Thank You

Traplet House, Pendragon Close, Malvern, Worcestershire WR14 1GA England.
Tel: + 44 (0) 1684 588517   Fax: + 44 (0) 1684 578558

Email: adcopy@traplet.com

www.SecretGardenQuilting.co.uk

SAVE 10%
WITH ALL OUR

FABULOUS
FAT QUARTER

BUNDLES
(Offer based on the per metre price)

Good Company by Cori Dantini £14.40 p/m

www.purelypatchwork.co.uk
23 High Street, Linlithgow EH49 7AB | 01506 846200

Sew and So’s
14 Upper Olland Street, Bungay, Suffolk, NR35 1BG

Tel: 01986 896147

Patchwork and Quilting supplies
OVER 6,000 BOLTS OF FABRIC!

Huge selection of books, patterns
and notions

Well worth a visit!

www.sewsos.co.uk

7 High Street Passage, Ely, Cambs CB7 4NB
01353 664000

Lovely fabrics, sewing supplies,
books & magazines, workshops,

sewing machine sales, servicing & repairs

**New online shop coming soon**

www.sewmuchtodo.co.uk
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PROJECT:  BAG

Katy’s little bag is the perfect size  
for an evening out, or a lunch date,  

and is positively adorable!

The  
Richmond 

clutch
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CUTTING
From the quilting cotton for the lower  
outer, cut:
2 lower bag pieces from lower bag pattern piece

From the handle fabric, cut:
4 handle pieces from handle pattern piece

From the quilting cotton for the lower  
lining, cut:
2 lower bag pieces from lower bag pattern piece

From the fusible woven interfacing, cut:  
4 lower bag pieces from lower bag pattern piece
4 handle pieces from handle pattern piece

From the pelmet-weight interfacing, cut:
4 handle pieces from the handle pelmet 
interfacing pattern piece

From the readymade bias binding:
3 pieces each 0.5m long

From the lace, if using, cut:
2 9”-long pieces 

PREPARING THE PIECES
(1) Apply fusible woven interfacing to the back of 
the lower outer and lower lining pieces, following 
the manufacturer’s instructions. Transfer all 
pattern markings to the back of the interfacing.

(2) Place the handle pelmet interfacing pieces on 
the back of each handle piece, aligning the top 
edge and the holes for the handle (you may find 

it helpful to use a little fabric glue to hold it 
in place). Place the fusible woven interfacing 
handle pieces on top of this, fusible side 
down, and apply, following the manufacturer’s 
instructions. (See Pic A.)

ASSEMBLY
(3) Take one lower outer piece and match up 
the pattern markings along the top edge as 
follows: (See Pic B.)

a. Mark 1 and mark 2 should meet to create a 
small pleat. Pin the pleat towards the outer 
edge, then baste in place ⅛” from the edge.

b. Mark 3 and mark 4 should meet to create 
a small pleat. Pin the pleat towards the outer 
edge, then baste in place ⅛” from the edge.

c. Mark 5 and mark 7 should meet to create half 
of a box pleat. Mark 6 indicates where the fold 
should occur to allow them to meet. Mark 9 
should then meet marks 5 and 7 to create the 
other half of the box pleat, mark 8 indicating the 
fold. Pin, then baste in place ⅛” from the edge.

d. Mark 10 and mark 11 should meet to create 
a small pleat. Pin the pleat towards the outer 
edge, then baste in place ⅛” from the edge.

e. Mark 12 and mark 13 should meet to create 
a small pleat. Pin the pleat towards the outer 
edge, then baste in place ⅛” from the edge.

(4) Create the darts at the bottom of the lower 

 Materials
◆◆ FQ quilting cotton for  

lower outer
◆◆ FQ quilting cotton for handles
◆◆ FQ quilting cotton for  

lower lining
◆◆ 1.5m of 1¼” bias binding (or 

make your own from FQ 
quilting cotton)

◆◆ 0.5m lace trim (optional)
◆◆ 0.75m fusible woven 

interfacing (Vilene G700 or 
Pellon SF101) 

◆◆ 0.25m pelmet-weight sew-in 
interfacing

Seam allowance ½”, unless 
otherwise stated 
                                                                           

Katy Cameron
Katy has been making bags 
for over 10 years and has 
been designing her own 

patterns for the past three 
years. You can find her 

adventures in bag making, 
quilting and other stitchy 

doings on her blog
                                                                          

Designed and pieced  
by Katy Cameron

www.the-littlest-thistle.com

A

C

B

D
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Patchwork - Quilting - Dressmaking - Classes
Stocking a rainbow of Kona cotton solids, blenders & notions

Now Open in Huddersfi eld 10am - 3pm Tues - Sat
Unit 104 Colne Valley Business Park, Linthwaite HD7 5QG

T: 01484 766950   W: www.simplysolids.co.uk
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www.cookesquilting.co.uk

Japanese collections NOW available!
Hundreds of beautiful 
cotton fabrics are ready 
for immediate dispatch
from our online shop!
FREE � rst class delivery 
on UK orders over £25!

Orders are dispatched within one working day

We have a drop in day every Wednesday for 
visitors wishing to browse and shop
We also welcome telephone orders

tel: 01384 636 717  email: mail@cookesquilting.co.uk

www.thecottonreel.co.uk

Opening Hours: Tuesday to Saturday - 10am to 4.30pm 
42 Broad Street, Worcester WR1 3LR | 01905 25938

We specialise in patchwork & quilting and have a wide 
range of 100% cotton fabrics, wadding, threads, 

quilting notions and templates that can be made to order. 
Our fabric is available in lengths from the 
bolt, fat 1/4s or packs of charm squares.

AZTEC THREADS

• INSPIRATIONAL THREADS
• TEXTILE ART PACKS
• CREATIVE CRAFT WORKSHOPS SPAIN
• TRAINING Fix your Sewing Machine

01293 324014
www.aztecthreads.com
Email: Info@aztecthreads.com

The Corner Patch
a litt le corner of patchwork heaven

fabric, wadding, threads and 
haberdashery

Workshops & Classes for all Abilities

Opening hours: Tues–Sat 10-5
Late Night Wednesday until 8

12 High Street
Eccleshall
Stafford ST21 6BZ

Telephone: 01785 859360
email: jane@thecornerpatch.co.uk

www.thecornerpatch.co.uk
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www.thecottonreel.co.uk

Opening Hours: Tuesday to Saturday - 10am to 4.30pm 
42 Broad Street, Worcester WR1 3LR | 01905 25938

We specialise in patchwork & quilting and have a wide 
range of 100% cotton fabrics, wadding, threads, 

quilting notions and templates that can be made to order. 
Our fabric is available in lengths from the 
bolt, fat 1/4s or packs of charm squares.

Fabrics Plus
Patchwork & Quilting Fabrics inc Jelly Rolls, Fat Quarters, Charm Packs etc.

Daywear and Bridal Fabric Large Range of Haberdashery
Knitting Wool & Patterns  Sewing Patterns

19 Badminton Road, Downend, Bristol, BS16 6BB
Tel: 0117 3293857

www.fabricsplus.co.uk

to advertise in 

contact noune
on 0844 826 0612

discount 
code:

QN15
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PROJECT:  Q
UILT &

 C
USHIO

N
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Lisa’s Optical sawtooth is a simple but effective 
large-block quilt with bonus matching cushion

Optical 
sawtooth 

Cutting 
From each of the 10 blender fabrics, cut: 
10½” square, leave as one whole square for 
the centre (A)

Also from blenders, cut:
4 5⅞“ squares and cut these in half 
diagonally to give eight triangles (B)

From each of the 10 Kona solids, cut: 
4 5½” squares (C)

From the six muslin mates, cut:
11½” square

From the Kona white, cut:
4 11½” squares. 

Cut diagonally in both directions to give four 
triangles and a total of 40 (D)

The backing and wadding for the cushion 
will be taken from the remnants from the 
quilt once that is pieced together.

 Things to remember

Use a ¼” seam allowance unless 
otherwise stated

                                                                      

 Materials

◆◆ 10 fat quarters of a rainbow  
of blender fabrics

◆◆ 10 fat quarters of  
co-ordinating Kona solids (go 
for a slightly darker shade 
than the blenders)

◆◆ 6 fat quarters white-on-white 
Moda Muslin Mate blenders 

◆◆ 0.75m Kona white
◆◆ 1.75m black Colour Names 

extra-wide quilt back 
◆◆ 2m Bosal Cotton  

Premium wadding 
◆◆ 0.5m black Rain  

Basics binding
◆◆ 22” cushion pad

 
Finished size:  
Quilt 60” square  
Cushion 20” square
                                                                           

Lisa Cockerham
Lisa, with a give-it-a-go 
attitude, likes to try her 
hand at anything and 

everything new. She is co-
owner of Huddersfield-based 
fabric shop Simply Solids as  

well as running round  
after a toddler

                                                                          
Designed and pieced  
by Lisa Cockerham

lisasew.co.uk
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All fabric and materials 
were purchased from 
www.simplysolids.
co.uk

Shopping
Fabric
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Step by steps
CONSTRUCTION 
(1) Begin by making four matching fl ying 
geese. Place one (B) RST with (D). (See Pics 
A and B). Sew and then press towards the 
coloured fabric.

(2) Repeat for other side and then trim 
o�  the dog ears. These blocks should now 
measure 10½x5½”. (See Pic C.)

(3) Sew two of these geese to opposite 
sides of matching (A), ensuring point is in 
the right direction. Press seams in.

(4) Sew (C) to either end of the remaining 
geese and press seams towards the solid 
corner blocks. (See Pic D.)

(5) Now sew these two strips to the main 
block to complete your block.

(6) Repeat for remaining nine blocks.

Top Tip
I like to sew the 

left-hand side of the 
geese fi rst so they all lie 

the same way

(7) Arrange nine of the blocks in a 3x3 layout 
of your preference, sew together. 

(8) Prepare for quilting, by laying the quilt 
back with right side down, cover with the 
Bosal wadding then lay on quilt top right side 
up. Smooth out, pin in place.

(9) Quilt in desired style. I simply echo-quilted 
¼” inside the star layout, and inside the white 
squares between the stars.

(10) Cut and attach binding.

(11) For the cushion, take some of the left 
over wadding and quilt in a similar way to the 
quilt. Trim ready for backing.

(12) From the backing fabric cut two 20x15” 
pieces. If it is a directional fabric like this, 
ensure your text is going in the right direction.

(13) Create a hem on the top and bottom 
seam of these pieces where they will overlap, 
by folding over ¼” and folding again and 
stitching in place.

(14) Now lay these RST on the cushion front 
so that the raw edges all match around the 
edge of the block and the centre hemmed 
edges overlap in the middle. Sew all the way 
around and then turn right way out and fi ll 
with a cushion pad.

A

B

C

D
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The Quilting Dire� ory
Needlecrafts

bristol

POPPY PATCHWORK 
71 Westbury Hill, Bristol BS9 3AD

Tel: 07900 927279
• Fabric & Wadding

• Haberdashery & Notions
• Patterns & Books

• Workshops
www.poppypatchwork.co.uk

CHESHIRE

SEW SIMPLE
Lady Heyes Craft Centre,

Kingsley Road, Frodsham,
Cheshire, WA6 6SU

Email: ellavaughan02@aol.com
• We are Quilting and Patchwork specialists 

offering a large range of 100% cotton
fabrics and quilting accessories.

• Lessons are available too.

NORTH DEVON Quilting & Needlecrafts online east devon

11-12 George Arcade, South Molton, Devon,
EX36 3AB, 01769 574071

Patchwork and quilting supplies. Classes 
and workshops.

Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Saturday
www.stepbystep-quilts.co.uk

Essex

Based in Leigh-on-Sea, Essex, 
we are a friendly, well-stocked craft 
shop, stocking a wide range of craft 

products and supplies.

tel: 01702 512 289
contact@

thesewingboxessex.co.uk

Textile Craft Shop, Patchwork Embroidery 
Felting and Haberdashery

Workshop and Classes- all ages.

Open 9am til 4pm Tuesday til Saturday
Heathpark Honiton EX14 1YF

tel: 01404 549871
www.thimblestitch-devon.co.uk

staffordshire

100% quality cotton fabrics
Over 900 fabrics to choose from.

Wadding, haberdashery, mettle threads, 
Gutermann threads, DMC embroidery threads

Rotary cutters and rulers. 
All your patchwork and quilting needs.

Classes and workshops daily

The Sewing Patch. Strawberry Garden Centre
Bramshall Rd, Uttoxeter, Staffordshire 

ST14 5BE
01889 562553

www.sewingpatch.co.uk
fi nd us on facebook and in our ebay shop

The Sewing Patch

suffolk

Essex

 Patchwork & Quilting 
Fabrics & Notions

Workshops & classes available!
103 High St, Skelton-in-Cleveland
Saltburn-by-the-Sea, TS12 2DY  

www.gillmotcrafts.co.uk
Phone: 01287 651026 

Opening Hours
9.30 to 4.30

Monday to Saturday

NORTH YORKSHIRE

Based in Warwick’s historic Smith 
Street for a number of years, our 
shop and workshop caters for all 
of your quilting requirements and 

supplies. 
We are open 9:30 until 5:00 Tuesday 

- Friday, 9:30 to 4:30 Saturday.
9 Smith Street, Warwick,
Warwickshire, CV34 4JA

tel:01926 408 247
www.thequiltersden.co.uk

WARWICKSHIRE

beginner quilting
LUDLOW QUILT AND SEW 

Beginner quilting tutorials – quilt patterns 
made simple by breaking them down into 
small steps. Sign up for our free newsletter 
giving you a new project to try each week.

www.ludlowquiltandsew.co.uk
rose@ludlowquiltandsew.co.uk

The Cosy Cabin
For All your Quilting Needs and More....

We o� er a good range of 100% cotton fabrics, YLI, 
Gutermann & Perle threads, a variety of wadding’s, 

notions and more. We have an ever increasing list of 
workshops, and the new Little Cabin is now open. 
We have free parking next to the cabin and easy 

access with your sewing machines. 
Open 7 days a week from 10am to 4pm. 

Please come and have a wander.

The Cosy Cabin, The Risby Barns, South Street, Risby, 
Bury St Edmunds, Su� olk IP28 6QU

Telephone: 01284 811 222
E-mail: sales@thecosycabin.co.uk

www.thecosycabin.co.uk

Cumbria

JUST SEW
Poets Walk, Penrith, Cumbria, CA11 7HJ

Tel: 01768 866791
• A real aladdin’s cave of fabric just waiting 

to be made into something gorgeous!
We stock a wide range of patchwork and 

dress fabrics as well as haberdashery, 
patterns and threads.

www.justsewpenrith.co.uk

CUMBRIA

The Quilted Sheep
The Old Bakehouse  

Main Street  
Milnthorpe 
LA7 7PN  

01539 565800  

Patchwork & quilting fabrics, yarns for 
knitting & crochet, embroidery supplies & 

haberdashery. Authorised dealer for Brother 
sewing machines

Beginner quilting classes & workshops
Mon – Sat 10:00 – 5:00 

www.thequiltedsheep.co.uk

CREATIVE SEWING
58 Exeter Road, Exmouth, Devon EX8 1PY

01395 277363

For a Warm & Friendly Welcome
Quilting & Patchwork Fabrics, Quilting Books 
& Accessories, Anchor Embriodery Threads 

& Aida Anchor Tapestry Wools & Canvas 
Haberdashery. To name a few.

MARSHLAND FABRICS
Marshland House, Middle Drove, Wisbech

Cambs PE14 8JT
Visits By Appointment. Tel -01945 430515

Suppliers of Novelty Cotton 
Fabrics,for Quilting & Patchwork.

Visit our online shop
www.stores.ebay.co.uk/

Marshland-Fabrics
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PROJECT:  P
OUCH

Justine’s sweet little pouch is inspired by a patch 
pocket and is the perfect size for holding your 

keys, and other essentials inside your bag!

Pocket 
pouch

Top Tip
Use the photo of the pouch 
as guidance for your own 
patchwork, or just do your 
own thing! Have fun with 

the layout, using up  
all those tiny little bits 

of scraps!
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METHOD
(1) Using the template as a size guide, piece 
your fabric scraps into a patchwork panel 
that covers the template. You need to make 
two, one for each side of the pouch.

(2) Using the template as a guide, cut two 
each from your patchwork panels, lining 
fabric and Bosal. (See Pic A.)

(3) Fuse the two Bosal foam interlining 
pieces to the two patchwork exterior pieces 
of your pouch, following the manufacturer’s 
instructions carefully.

(4) Lay a pouch lining piece on top of 
a pouch exterior piece with right sides 
together and join with a scant seam along 
the top edge of the pouch where the zipper 
will be. Trim the seam allowance back where 
necessary to reduce bulk. Flip the lining over 
and press well. Repeat for the other side of 
the pouch.

(5) Line up your zipper along the top edge 
of one of your pouch pieces. (See Pic B.)

(6) Using Clover Wonder Clips (you can use 
pins but I fi nd that the clips hold the layers 
better without puckering and are easier 
to remove whilst sewing). Pin the lace zip 
along the top edge of the pouch exterior and 
topstitch on using a zipper foot. (See Pic C.)

(7) Repeat the process to attach the other 
side of the pouch. (See Pic D.)

(8) Now both sides of the pouch are 
attached to the zip we need to separate the 
pouch linings and exterior pieces before 
sewing the pouch together. At this point 
make sure your zip is pulled halfway open so 
you will be able to turn the pouch the right 
way out later on! (See Pic E.)

(9) Sew around the exterior of the pouch 
with a ¼” seam allowance, leaving a 2” gap in 
the lining to turn the pouch the right way out.

(10) Put your hand inside the gap in the 
lining you left and pull the exterior part of 
the pouch through it, this process turns the 
pouch the right way out.

(11) Hand-stitch the gap in the pouch lining 
and press well. (See Pic F.)

Bosal In R Form gives a 
soft stability to pouches 
and bags. You can use 
wadding instead, but the 
finished pouch won’t have 
the same slightly rigid feel 
                                                                           

 Materials

 ◆ scraps of various sizes for 
pouch outer

 ◆ FQ for lining
 ◆ Bosal In R Form single-sided 

fusible foam interlining
 ◆ 8” lace zip
 ◆ Clover Wonder Clips

                                                                           

Justine used her scrap 
box for this pouch, and 
additional items are 
available from 
www.simplysolids.co.uk

Shopping
Fabric

Top Tip
When pinning linings 

and exteriors right sides 
together, make sure the 
zip teeth are pointing 

into the lining

justine henshaw

Busy, fabric-hoarding mum 
of four Justine co-owns and 

runs Simply Solids with fellow 
contributor Lisa Cockerham.  

                                                                        
www.simplysolids.co.uk

Step by steps
A

D

B

E

C

F
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COMING NEXT ISSUE...

All contents and gifts are subject to change

  NEVER MISS AN ISSUE AGAIN! 
Subscribe today and save 66% on your next three issues. Tel: 01858 438899   www.practicalsubs.com/E013

Hello summer holidays! We are 
donning our sunnies this month, 

with a festival of colourful 
projects. Modern brights is where 
it’s at, the more neon the better!

Your free gift this month is a 
handy tin for pins!

ON SALE27th
AUGUST

QN13.pp97 coming next.indd   97 16/06/2015   10:30
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EXCLUSIVE PROJECT BOOK FREE WITH

STEp-by-step photos · LEARN A NEW SKILL TONIGHT! 

 SEW CUTE! TORTOISE
PINCUSHION

 QUICK MAKES! MUG
RUG!

 TWINKLE! DIAMOND
STAR CUSHION

 GORGEOUS CURVES

 MAKE A SIMPLE COASTER

English Paper Piecing
project bookproject book

TEMPLATES
INSIDE

EPP
 GORGEOUS CURVES

  APPLE CORE QUILT

Get organised!Get organised!
 TRAVEL SEWING KIT

QN13 SUPP COVER.indd   5 16/06/2015   17:20



2  www.quiltnow.co.uk

QN13 SUPP.P2 BROTHER.indd   2 18/06/2015   09:09





4  www.quiltnow.co.uk

(1) Cut your fabric at least ¼” larger than 
the paper shape you want to sew. Pinning 
the paper template into position on the 
reverse of the fabric you are using holds it 
securely in place. (See Pic A.)

(2) Take an edge and fold it down, tight to 
the paper, and fold over the second edge to 
form a corner. Take your needle and thread 
and sew through the fabric at this corner. 
Make sure you catch both edges of fabric, but 
not the paper. You are basting (also known 
as tacking), so the stitch can be wide, it’s only 
holding the shape into place, and won’t ever 
be seen. Sew over this stitch a couple of times 
to hold it in place. (See Pic B.) 
 
Move to the next corner and repeat. There’s 
no need to cut your thread, just carry on. 
Continue doing the same for each corner, 
finishing in the same way as the first corner 
by sewing a couple of extra stitches to hold 
the stitch in place. (See pics C and D.)

(3) Cut a piece of thread about the same 
length as your forearm in a good-quality 
thread that is either neutral or matches  
your fabric. We love Aurifil 50wt, it’s a 
gorgeous long staple cotton thread that 
comes in every colour of the rainbow. 
Thread your needle (you need a thin,  
sharp needle). Take two of your basted 
hexagons and place right sides together, 
aligning the edges. Starting at one corner 
of the aligned edges, poke your needle 
through and secure the thread (either by 
knotting or stay stitching). Whip-stitch 
along this edge, taking tiny stitches that 
just pick up the fabric and not the papers. 
Once you find a rhythm you’ll feel for the 
papers and just miss them. It may take you 
a few hexies before you get this rhythm! 
Make a stitch every couple of millimetres 
(around 10-12 stitches per inch). When you 
reach the edge secure by stay stitching or 
knotting and cut your thread. (See Pic E.)

The technique is entirely done 
by hand, making it portable and 
therefore ideal for stitching on long 
car journeys (as long as you’re not 
driving!), on the train, on a plane 
(very small scissors are fine for 
flying, as are needles and pins)  
or by the pool. 

No special tools are required, just  
a hand sewing needle, some thread, 
scissors and paper templates.

With English paper piecing you  
use the paper to hold the shape as  
a foundation. The paper stays in 
place until your shapes are sewn 
together and each side of the  
shape is surrounded.

 (4) Continue in the same manner, sewing 
hexagon to hexagon in rows. Attach the 
rows together, sewing in the same way as 
before, matching up the edges and knotting 
or stay-stitching at the end of each seam. 
The papers hold the shapes securely. Once 
you have sewn your rows together you can 
pop out the papers. Leave the papers at the 
very edges in place for now, just pop out the 
papers of the shapes that are completely 
stabilised with each side having another 
hexagon sewn to it. (See Pic F.) 
 
You don’t need to cut the basting stitches, 
just pull the papers out. (See Pic G.) 
 
To remove the papers at the edges of the 
project, give it a good press with a hot,  
dry iron and carefully remove the papers.  
The basting stitches will help keep these 
edges secure. (See Pic H.)

English paper 
piecing

HOW
 T

O.. .

A B

C D

E F

G H

English paper piecing is the 
perfect summer sewing

Cut out three hexagons at least ¼” larger 
than the paper templates from two of the 
print cottons and one from the third – there 
will be seven fabric hexagons in total.

Top Tip
You can buy pre-cut 

templates (or grab a copy of 
issue 12 of Quilt Now, which 
comes with 250 free hexies) 

and even make your own 
by downloading our free 
hexagon templates from  

www.quiltnow.co.uk

Step by steps
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Designed and pieced 
by Laura Strutt

Cutting & Preparation
Make and cut templates for hexagon 
measuring 3.5cm 

Cut out three hexagons at least ¼” larger 
than the paper templates from two of the 
print cottons and one from the third – there 
will be seven fabric hexagons in total.

Assembly
(1) With the wrong side (WS) of the fabric 
hexagon uppermost, place one of the paper 
hexagons into the centre. There will be a 
small border of fabric on each of the sides. 
Press the fabric around the template and 
hold in place with tacking stitches worked 
in a contrasting colour thread. Repeat until 
each of the fabric hexagons has been folded 
and stitched. Lay out the hexagons in to 
the desired position, alternating between 
the repeated prints around the edge and 
placing the accent print into the centre.  
The hexagons will neatly fit together to 
create a pretty bloom shape.

(2) Pick up the centre accent hexagon  
and one of the pieces that joins to it.  
Place the two pieces with right sides 
together, carefully aligning the corners and 
straight edges. With the needle threaded 

with the co-ordinated sewing cotton, secure 
the thread at one side and begin to join the 
two pieces together using neat whip stitch.

(3) Working around the bloom, pick up 
and join in the next hexagon to the centre 
hexagon using whip stitch. Continue until all 
six of the outer hexagons have been secured 
to the accent shape. Then, working on one 
pair at a time, hold the outer hexagons with 
right sides together to join the remaining 
seams and complete the bloom.

(4) If you are using paper inside the hexagon 
shapes, carefully remove it from patchwork. 
Trim a piece of fusible to the same shape at 
the completed hexagon bloom. Remove the 
backing paper and sandwich between the 
patchwork and the piece of felt. Following 
the manufacturer’s instructions, bond 
together using a hot iron.

(5) With fabric scissors, work around the 
outer edge of the hexi coaster, trimming 
away the excess felt. With the needle and 
co-ordinating thread, work around the edge 
of the coaster with small blanket stitches 
to secure the edges, before removing the 
tacking stitches with a small pair of scissors 
or a seam ripper.

                                                                           

 Materials

◆◆ scraps of 3 print cottons
◆◆ small square sheet of felt 
◆◆ paper template
◆◆ Bondaweb

As a simple test of your 
EPP skills, have a go at 
this easy felt-backed 
coaster – perfect for 
popping your summer 
cocktails on

Quick hexi 
coaster

PROJECT:  COASTER
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PROJECT:  M
UG R

UG

Mug rug
this generous-sized 
coaster is ideal for a 
mug and a muffin!



www.quiltnow.co.uk  7

Cutting & Preparation 
Each mug rug requires eight hexagons. 
Copy the hexagon template and cut out 
carefully using scissors. Cut eight fabric 
hexagons using the template as a guide, 
but make sure each fabric hexagon is at 
least ¼” larger all the way round. Centre a 
paper hexagon in the centre of the wrong 
side of a fabric hexagon, hold in place with 
a pin. Repeat this process with the other 
hexagons. (See the how-to guide on page 
4 for more in-depth directions on how to 
baste and sew together.) 
 

Assembly 
Baste the fabric to the each of the paper 
templates. Begin by folding one edge of 
the fabric over and finger pressing the fold. 
Stitch through the fabric, but avoid the 
paper. Sew the basted hexagons together 
using a whip stitch. Place two hexagons 
together with right sides facing and take 
tiny stitches through the very edges of the 
hexagons. Sew into a flower shape, with 
six hexagons around a centre one (you will 
have one spare hexagon – you’ll use  
this shortly). (See Pic A.)

Fold the completed flower in half along any 
side seam. (See Pic B.) Sew two more side 
seams along the edges. Repeat this folding 
and sewing process a further two times to 
sew the remaining sides and have a shape 
that curves upwards. (See Pic C.)

Remove all the paper templates. Turn  
the mug rug right side out through the 
opening, and poke each of the corners out. 
(See Pic D.)

Take the last hexagon and stitch into the 
opening along three sides. (See Pic E.)

Press the mug rug flat with a hot, dry  
iron. Cut a piece of felt or wadding to  
the same size as the mug rug (use the mug 
rug as a template), and carefully push the 
felt/wadding through the opening. Press 
again. Close the remaining edges with a 
small stitch.

You can now use your mug rug! If you 
prefer, give it some additional quilting 
to make it more rigid. You can also use it 
as a pan trivet or teapot coaster, just use 
insulating wadding instead. 

Step by steps

                                                                           

 Materials

◆◆ 8 5” squares of fabric
◆◆ paper template
◆◆ 8” squares of wadding 

 

Finished size: 7” across

                                                                           

A

D

B

E

C

F
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PROJECT:  S
EW

IN
G K

IT

If you love to English paper  
piece on the move, this travel 
sewing pouch is an essential  

Travel 
sewing 

kit
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CUTTING & PREPARATION
Make 58 EPP hexagons from template 

ASSEMBLY 
(1) Join into a rectangle formed of four rows 
of seven and five rows of six. 

(2) Press, remove papers and baste onto 
wadding. Quilt as desired, then trim to 10x13”. 

(3) Fuse the large interfacing rectangle to 
the lining rectangle, the smaller interfacing 
rectangles to the thread pocket pieces, and 
the interfacing squares to the paper pieces 
pocket squares. Set all pieces aside. 

(4) On the reverse of one of the zip pocket 
pieces, mark a ½” rectangle, starting 1” down 
from the top edge and 2” in from either side. 
Draw a line down the centre of this rectangle, 
extending points into the corners. Place 
RST with another zip pocket piece, and sew 
around the rectangle. Cut along the line in 
the middle and snip into the corners, getting 
as close to the stitches as possible. (See Pic A.)

(5) Push one side of the pocket piece 
through the hole. Wiggle the fabric to get a 
neat finish then press well. Pin the zip so it 
shows through the rectangle, and top-stitch 
into place. (See pics B and C.) 

(6) Place the remaining zip pocket pieces 
WST. Lay the zip pocket on top of the 
remaining pieces and baste along the short 
edges, ⅛” from the edge. 

(7) Press both pocket binding pieces in half 
lengthways. Use one to bind top edge of zip 
pocket. Place thread pocket pieces WST and 
bind using the remaining binding piece. 

(8) Place EPP pocket pieces WST and sew 
around three sides. Clip the bottom corners, 
turn through and press. Turn the opening ¼” 
inside the pocket and press. Set aside.  
(See Pic D.) 

(9) Lay the thread pocket on the left-hand 
side of lining and zipper pocket on the right. 
Baste to lining ⅛” from the edge. Sew  
three separating lines onto the pocket as  
per the photograph. 

(10) Position EPP pocket square and felt 
pieces in the centre of the case to gauge 
position. Sew around three sides of the EPP 
pocket square, enclosing the open side and 
leaving the top open. Sew along the top 
edge of the felt pieces.

(11) Lay cotton twill tape over top edge of 
the felt pieces (you can embellish the twill 
tape with small fabric scrap if you wish). Sew 
around all four sides. 

(12) Press the scissor strap in half 
lengthways, then press edges in to meet the 
fold. Press in half and sew down the length. 
Repeat for ties. 

(13) Thread the scissor strap through a 
lanyard hook and pin in position as in  
main photograph. 

(14) Fold the tie in half and pin to the centre 
of one short edge of the case front. Baste the 
lining onto the case front, WST, ⅛” from the 
edge. (See Pic E.)

(15) Machine-stitch the binding onto case 
with front side facing. Finish by hand on the 
inside. (See Pic F.) 

Quiltopedia, by Laura Jane Taylor, 
published by Apple Press, £14.99 

THE BOOK
About

Step by steps

A

D

B

E

C

F

                                                                           

 Materials

◆◆ 58 2½” Liberty print squares 
◆◆ 4 4x10” rectangles (zip 

pocket)
◆◆ 2 4x10” rectangles (thread 

pocket)
◆◆ 2 2½x10” strips pocket 

binding 
◆◆ 10x13” lining
◆◆ 12x14” wadding
◆◆ Zip: 7 inches 
◆◆ 2 4x10” rectangles, 2 3” 

squares & 10x13” rectangle 
lightweight interfacing 

Finished Size:  10x13”

                                                                           

Designed and Pieced by  
Laura Jane Taylor
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PROJECT:  Q
UIL

T

Get full-size templates from
www.quiltnow.co.uk  

10 - 13 Apple core quilt.indd   10 18/06/2015   09:06
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Step by steps

A

C

B

D

50% of actual size

10 - 13 Apple core quilt.indd   12 18/06/2015   09:06
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(7) Join your rows together using the 
same method. Begin stitching at the 
side of one of the apple core shapes and 
sew to the middle of that shape. Then 
secure, and start from the other side of 
that shape and sew towards the centre. 
Secure and then move on to the side of 
the next shape.

(8) Once all your rows are joined, carefully 
remove the papers and press your quilt 
top, pressing all the seams open.

Quilting and finishing
(9) Layer your backing fabric (face 
down), wadding and quilt top (face up) 
to make a quilt sandwich and baste using 
your chosen method. We quilted the 
quilt using a meandering stipple to add 
texture and to enhance the curvy nature 
of the quilt.

(10) Trim off the excess wadding and 
backing. We decided to keep the wavy edge 
created by the apple cores because it’s a 
little bit different. We used bias binding 
which gently stretches and curves round 
the wavy shapes. Cut your binding at a 45˚ 
angle to the grain of the fabric, but you can 
buy readymade bias binding if you prefer. 
We machine-stitched the binding to the 
front of the quilt and hand-stitched it to the 
back for a neat and soft finish. 

Top Tip
Use paper clips or Wonder 
Clips to hold several sheets 

together to speed up cutting
Buy Wonder Clips & sewline 

glue pens from www.
creativequilting.co.uk

10 - 13 Apple core quilt.indd   13 18/06/2015   09:06
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PROJECT:  P
IN

CUSHIO
N

We love this fun little companion for your sewing table, 
and her paper-pieced shell is perfect for holding your pins 

Tortoise
pincushion
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 Materials

◆◆ 10cm square each of 6 dress-
weight fabrics for the shell 

◆◆ 30x20cm green medium-
weight fabric for the body 

◆◆ matching sewing thread 
◆◆ polyester toy filling 
◆◆ two black glass-headed pins 

or black 3mm beads  

Assembly 
( 1 ) Start with the pentagon that lies at the 
centre of the shell. Pin the paper template to 
the wrong side of the first fabric and cut out, 
cutting about 1cm beyond the paper all around; 
you don’t have to be too accurate with this. 
Working with the wrong side towards you, fold 
over the spare fabric along each side in turn, 
tacking it down as you go.  
(See Pic A.)

( 2 ) Prepare the side and top edges of the five 
shell patches in the same way (using a different 
fabric for each one), but trim the fabric at the 
curved bottom edge level with the paper.  
(See Pic B.) 

( 3 ) Place the pentagon along the top edge of 
a shell patch so that the corners match exactly. 
Starting at the right-hand corner, hand-sew 
them together with tiny diagonal stitches, 
inserting the needle through both folded 
edges. Add the other four shell patches to  
the other four sides of the pentagon.  
(See Pic C.)

( 4 ) Now you have to join the adjacent straight 
edges of the shell patches. Fold the pentagon 
in half so that they lie next to each other and 
hand-sew as before. Repeat with the remaining 
straight shell patch edges, and make sure that 
you finish off each seam securely. Snip and 
unpick the tacking threads and remove the 
papers. Turn right side out. (See Pic D.) 

( 5 ) Cut two pieces of green fabric, 
approximately 10cm square. Using a fading 
fabric marker, draw around the head template 
on the wrong side of one piece. Pin the two 
squares right sides together, with the marked 
piece of fabric facing upwards. Machine stitch 
around the outline, leaving the neck edge open. 
(See Pic E.) 

( 6 ) Cut out the head, leaving a 3mm margin 
all around. Turn right side out and stuff with 

                                                                           

Cutting & Preparation
From paper 
One pentagon 
Five shells 
One head 
One leg 
One tail 

From green fabric 
Two bases

polyester toy filling, leaving the top 1cm 
unfilled. Fold the neck edge so that the two 
seam lines meet at the centre and tack both 
sides together. With right sides facing, pin the 
neck edge centrally to the bottom edge of 
one shell patch. Machine-stitch, taking a 5mm 
seam allowance. Make up and stuff the tail in 
the same way as the head, leaving the straight 
edge open. Fold the opening so that the two 
seams meet in the centre, then tack it to the 
opposite side of the shell so that it lies across 
the seam between two shell patches. Machine-
stitch 5mm from the edge. (See Pic F.)

( 7 ) Make up and stuff the legs in the same 
way as the head, leaving the top edges open. 
Sew them to the edge of the shell, positioning 
the front two so that they lie 1cm from each 
side of the head and the back two 1cm from 
the tail. Turn the shell the other way out so 
that the head, tail and legs are lying inside it.

( 8 ) Pin the two base pieces together along 
the straight edge, with right sides together. 
Taking a 1cm allowance, machine-stitch a short 
1.5cm seam at each end, leaving a gap at the 
centre. Press the seam open.

( 9) With right sides together, pin the base 
to the shell, matching the seam line to the 
seams in the head and tail. Ease the edges so 
that they fit together neatly: you may need to 
make a few tiny snips into the top of the legs, 
neck and tail so that the seam allowances 
curve around the base.

( 10 ) Tack securely. Machine-stitch slowly 
and carefully around the edge, with the shell 
upwards. Turn right side out through the 
opening and stuff firmly. Slip-stitch the  
gap closed.

( 11 ) Hand-stitch the back of the neck to the 
shell about 1cm up from the seam, so that the 
head will face forwards.

Step by steps

Cath Kidston 
Sewing Book, 
published by 
Quadrille, £20

THE BOOK
About

A E F GB C D
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PROJECT:  C
USHIO

N

Get full-size templates from
www.quiltnow.co.uk  

Diamonds, 
kites and 

stars

16-18 REENE CUSHION.indd   16 18/06/2015   09:03
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Step by steps

A

D

G

J

M

B

E
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O
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