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All-New

Available with 
 Fall Detection

Patented GPS 
confirms location

Nationwide 
coverage

New,
smaller size

Fastest Agent
response time3

100%
mobile

$1999
Service as low as 

month2

No contracts

No cancellation fees

No equipment to install

Feel protected everywhere you go with the most 
affordable mobile medical alert service on the 
market. The all-new Lively® Mobile from GreatCall® 
is a medical alert device with no installation costs 
or additional equipment to buy. And there are no 
cancellation fees or contracts to sign, just the highest 
level of service at the lowest price.

Save up to 50% in monthly service fees on the Lively 
Mobile when compared to other medical alert services. 
With 5Star® service plans as low as $1999 per month, 
that’s a savings of over $200 per year, making the 
Lively Mobile the most affordable on the market.

With a new, smaller design, the Lively Mobile is easy 
to carry anywhere you go. And with no landline 
required, you’re not restricted to your home. Plus it’s 
waterproof so you can stay protected, even in the 
shower.  In any emergency, just press the button to 
speak immediately with a 5Star Medical Alert Agent, 
24/7. The Agent will confirm your location, evaluate 
your situation and get you the help you need. 

125% off device applies only to MSRP of $4999 and is only valid for new customers or new lines of service. Sale price in stores may vary. Offer valid through 12/30/17. 2Monthly service fee does not include government taxes or 
assessment surcharges and is subject to change. Requires a device purchase and a one-time setup fee of $35. Valid credit or debit card required for monthly service. 3Good Housekeeping Research Institute - Aug. 2014. $200 
savings calculation was determined by averaging PERS market leaders’ monthly fees (not all PERS have the same features). The Lively Mobile is rated IPX7 and can be submerged in up to 3ft of water for up to 30 mins. Fall 
Detection is an optional feature. Fall Detection may not always accurately detect a fall. GreatCall is not a healthcare provider. Seek the advice of your physician if you have questions about medical treatment. 5Star or 9-1-1 
calls can only be made when cellular service is available. 5Star Service will be able to track an approximate location when your device is turned on and connected to the network, but we cannot guarantee an exact location. 
Palus, Shannon. “The Best Medical Alert Systems.” Sweethome. 6 June 2017. Web. GreatCall, 5Star and Lively are registered trademarks of GreatCall, Inc. Copyright ©2017 GreatCall, Inc.

To order or learn more, call 

1-866-336-1841
or visit us at 

www.greatcall.com

"The best medical alert system." 
- The Sweethome, a New York Times Company

John Walsh, Safety Advocate 
and Vice Chairman of GreatCall

Plus, first month FREE with purchase from:Makes a Great Gift

UNTIL 12/30/17

Cut the cost of your 
medical alert service in half.
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Life in  
Focus

Celebrate the wonder  
of the season through  

a child’s eyes. 

The snowy Sierras are the 

backdrop for this family’s 

holiday vacation.
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Stewart Houlgrave, Hotter Comfort Concept® Founder

SUPER SOFT . LIGHTWEIGHT . CUSHIONING . FLEXIBLE . BREATHABLE
WIDTH FITTINGS . SIZES 5 TO 11 . HALF SIZES

Offer available on US resident’s fi rst order only. No sales tax is added to the sales price. 
You will only be charged the advertised price. Offer ends 31st December 2017. For full T&C’s see www.hotterusa.com

Introducing Wrap: 
PREMIUM FAUX FUR LINED SLIPPERS

FIND YOUR PERFECT FIT

US sizes 5-11  
Hotter Comfort Fit: a US Medium/wide/D-E fi t 

There are many fi ne features to these attractive two-tone suede slippers.

The hardwearing sole is light on your feet, while the premium faux fur lining has been 

updated for the new season to leave you feeling cushioned and fresh. This best-selling style 

is completed by a fl exible touch-close fastening strap for a custom foot-hugging fi t. 

INCREDIBLE COMFORT

Every single pair of Hotter shoes is designed around a host of signature comfort features, so that 

from the moment you slip them on in the morning to the moment you take them off at the end 

of the day, every step will be a pure delight. Using only premium materials such as butter-soft 

leathers and super-soft suedes, combined with sumptuous cushioned insoles, collars and tongues, 

plus extra wiggle room for toes, we guarantee a perfect fi t straight out of the box.

A VERY SPECIAL OFFER

We would love to offer you the opportunity to sample our Comfort Concept© features for the 

very fi rst time with Wrap, one of our best-selling favorites, at an unbeatable price. Experience true 

comfort, carefully designed and crafted in Britain, with free tracked shipping direct to your door.
CALL TOLL FREE 

1 866 378 7811
or visit

www.hotterusa.com
Quote savings code 

JHZIN17
for 40% off Wrap and our complete 
range online (exclusions may apply)

“These are the best 

slippers I have ever 

owned. They are so soft 

and comfortable!”

Coralyn, Vermont

5 STAR 
RATING

PLUS 

FREE 
TRACKED 
SHIPPING & 

RETURNS 

Exclusive
introductory offer

WRAP SLIPPERS
NORMALLY $69

SAVE 40%
NOW 
ONLY $42

Est. 1959 Comfort. Style.

Truffle / Glitter Suede

Ruby Suede / Textile

Plum / Teal Suede



FROM THE EDITOR

THERE’S AN ELF IN MY HOUSE. He’s 5 years old, and he began 
eyeing Christmas decorations in October. 

He can’t wait to put up the tree and hang an ornament from 
every branch (less isn’t more, in his opinion). And before the 
first snow falls, he’s ready to help his dad string lights around 
the pine trees in our front yard. My oldest definitely has the 
Christmas spirit, and he’s helped guide many of the traditions 
our family has adopted to celebrate the holidays. 

This issue is full of readers sharing traditions of their own.  
On page 10, Helen Callaghan and her family start the holiday 
season the day after Thanksgiving by trekking out to the 
country in search of the perfect Christmas tree. Shirley Barberic 
teams up with her mother and sister to bake cookies (page 52). 
And, on page 64, Jay Ingerson recalls his mother’s habit of 
giving him an extra gift every year. Who wouldn’t love that?

Working on the Christmas issue is always a gift to me. We 
start it months before the holidays begin, so it helps me plan 
ahead and make the most of the time I have with my family. I 
hope this issue inspires you to do the same. From all of us to all 
of you, Merry Christmas and a happy new year! 

Christmas  
Is For Kids

Marija Andric, Editor
marija@country-magazine.com

If Only They Could Talk:  

We asked our Facebook 

friends, “What do you believe 

Christine Gitz’s cat, Lucky,  

is thinking?” Our favorite 

response: “I will steak my 

claim,” wrote Loni Kirklin. 

facebook.com/

countrymagazine

COUNTRY ONLINE!
Find all sorts of extras from 

Country readers on Facebook, 

rd.com and Instagram. If you 

aren’t following us regularly on 

social media or visiting rd.com, 

here’s what you’re missing: 

Visit rd.com/nicestplaces 

and read heartwarming 

stories about people doing 

good things in their 

communities. 

We posted this beautiful 

image of a farm in Lebanon 

County, Pennsylvania. Thank 

you, Carol Jacobs Norwood, 

for sharing the photo. 

instagram.com/country.

magazine

Show Us Your Holiday Snaps

Go to country-magazine.com/contests  
to enter as many photos as you’d like.

Enter your best 
holiday snapshots 
(high-resolution JPEG 
digital files, please) in 
Country’s Christmas 
Photo Contest, and 
you might win $250. 
You have until  
Jan. 31, 2018,  
to enter, so start 
snapping! 
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(plus price of candle)

With love from Adam, Nicole & Clara

make yours 
in-store 

in minutes

personalized
photo candles
pp

just $5 
personalize 

any large 
candle

Buy 1, 2 or 3 Large Candles, get the same number free!

UP TO 3 FREE
This is a one-time use coupon and must be presented at time of purchase. Valid through December 24, 2017 in all U.S. 
Yankee Candle Company stores, in our mail order catalog, and online at yankeecandle.com (EXCLUDING outlet locations, 
Yankee Candle Fundraising, Walmart and Bed Bath and Beyond). Offer valid for pur-
chases in United States only. Not available in Canada. Higher price prevails; limited to 
stock on hand; no substitutions or rain checks. Limit one coupon per customer. Cannot 
be combined with other specials, discounts, sales, or coupons. Applies to pre-tax pur-
chases only and excludes shipping and handling. Discount is applied to all qualifying 
items purchased on a prorated basis, as shown on receipt; any applicable refunds will 
be given in the prorated amount which will reduce your savings. Not redeemable for 
cash or gift cards, nor is it valid toward previous purchases. OFFER DOES NOT APPLY 
TO American Home™ by Yankee Candle®, Woodwick®, Uno de 50, LEGO, ALEX AND ANI 
and Beeswax Candles/Bayberry tapers. Online PROMO CODE PLC74

IN-STORE AND ONLINE THROUGH DECEMBER 24, 2017

PROMOTIONAL COUPON  •  REDEEMABLE IN YANKEE CANDLE STORES AND ONLINE AT YANKEECANDLE.COM  •  NO DUPLICATIONS OR REPRODUCTIONS ACCEPTED

All Classic Jar or 
Tumbler Candles. � � � � � � � � �

PERSONALIZED CANDLE OFFER ALSO AVAILABLE ONLINE!

plus price of candle



TM

Sherah makes 

her mother-

in-law’s lefse 

recipe for 

Christmas.
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What’s your story? Tell us!

country–magazine.com/submit

Everyone  
has a story...
what’s yours?
Country magazine is written 
by readers for readers, and it’s 
easy to share your own stories 
and photos with us! Simply 
visit country-magazine.com 
and click Share Your Story, 
then fill in the required fields. 
Give us your take on the topics 
below, and you might get 
published in a future issue.

FRESH AIR

Grab a camera and  

turn on your creativity. 

We want to know  

how Country readers 

embrace the changing 

seasons. Please send  

us your heartwarming 

words and beautiful 

images of nature, 

animals, and people  

of all ages  enjoying 

rural life. 

SPRING FORWARD

We all welcome the 

season of renewal and 

its colorful blooms, 

nesting birds, baby 

animals and lush 

greenery. Show us why 

you love spring with 

stories and photos of 

seasonal activities such 

as planting, collecting 

Easter eggs and looking 

for wildflowers. 

GENERATIONS

Country folks love to 

pass on tried-and-true 

methods and words  

of wisdom. We can 

learn so much from 

those who lived before 

us. Tell us about the 

role your grandparents 

or parents played in 

your life, or how you 

want to help inspire  

the next generation.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

The most wonderful 

time of the year is 

almost here, and we 

want to know how  

your family celebrates 

the special traditions, 

customs and festivities 

of Christmas, Hanukkah, 

Thanksgiving and more. 

Send along your best 

memories with photos 

and stories. 



  

 
“Perfect Gift”

    

“Figi’s made it so simple to deliver 

our Christmas nearly 1,000 miles 

from home. Thanks, Figi’s!”
Abe L.- Ohio

Discount applies only 
to Gift 4542

Make the Holidays Delicious with Tasteful Traditions.

1-800-422-3444 
Figis.com

Fresh from the Heartland to you. Smokehouse Sausages, 

Wisconsin’s fine cheeses, Spreads, jellies, and more... this 

assortment overflows with Tasteful Traditions from the heart 

of America, guaranteed to spread holiday joy! 2 lbs. 15 oz.

Offer is valid on orders placed before 12/31/17. Offer cannot be combined with any other discount or promotion. 
Shipping and processing charges apply and are calculated based on the retail price. See Figis.com or call for details. 6
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Live every moment

Out & About
OLD-FASHIONED TREES

These folks made lasting memories 

riding in a horse-drawn wagon in 

search of the perfect tree. Go to 

pickyourownchristmastree.org and  

find a farm near you.  

The Friday after Thanksgiving was 
one of my favorite times of the year 
when I was a young girl growing up in 
Crown Point, Indiana. 

We woke up to Dad making a hearty 
breakfast of eggs and potatoes. Then 
our family bundled up, piled into the 
car and headed to Kingma Christmas 
Tree Farm in DeMotte to cut down 
that year’s tree.  

It was a bit of a drive for us to get 
there, but holiday music and family 
chatter made the trip go fast. Once we 
arrived, we grabbed a saw and hopped 
on the hayride to the tree field. Half 
the fun was running through the rows, 
playing hide-and-seek. Bragging 
rights always went to the one who 
selected the winning tree! 

After we cut our find and tied it  
to the car, we sang carols on the way 
home. At the end of the day we 
decorated our tree. Sometimes we 
watched a classic Christmas movie. 

Today as a mom with three young 
children, I still keep up this tradition. 
My husband and I hope to make sweet 
memories with our children in honor 
of the rich family heritage I was 
privileged to know and love.

HELEN CALLAGHAN 

Santa Clara, California

Keeping the 
Tradition
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Messages  
of Love

HOLIDAY HEIST 

DID IT HERSELF

I cut my own Christmas tree 

this year with a chainsaw! 

URSULA URSCHELER  

Richards Landing, Ontario

I READ A STORY in the December/
January 2015 issue of Country about  
a Christmas ornament that broke 
while the daughter was putting up 
her parents’ tree. When the bulb 
broke, the family found a small note 
inside. It was from the girl’s father  
to her mother and simply stated,  
“I love you.” 

I, too, had a glass ornament that my 
mother-in-law had given to me a few 
years before she passed away. It made 
a sound when I shook it, but I never 
thought about why. Upon reading 
this story, I found that the ornament 
had a small note inside that read, 
“May your troubles be less, your 
blessings be more, and nothing but 
happiness pass through your door.” 

Inspired by the article, I asked my 
parents, now in their 80s, to make 
ornaments with special notes in them 
for their children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. We gave them 
out on Christmas Eve, and everyone 
was overjoyed.

It’s a blessing to have my parents, 
and I enjoy every day I have with 
them. When they are gone, these 
ornaments will remind the family  
of their love and kindness.

DEBBIE WISMER 

Eagle, Nebraska

A couple of years ago my then 4-year-old son 

wanted to help me shop for Angel Tree gifts for 

some less fortunate children. I thought he was old 

enough to understand the importance of helping 

others, so we picked our angels and went shopping. 

He put a lot of thought into the perfect gift for  

a boy his age and a girl his sister’s age (she was  

4 months old). But then he became a little down 

about not getting any toys himself. He found a tube 

of Minion lip balm and insisted on getting it. I told 

him to put it in the cart.

After we got home, he frantically searched for his 

lip balm in all the bags. It was nowhere to be found.  

I checked the receipt, and it turned out we never 

bought it. I asked him if he put it in the cart. He 

replied, “Yes. In your purse.” Oops. So then we had  

to explain what stealing was, why it was bad and 

how to make it right.

Later that night we said our prayers. Each night he 

tells God what he is thankful for. He said, “Jesus, I’m 

thankful we bought toys for those kids, and I’m sorry 

my momma stole that ‘slapstick.’ Amen.”

To this day, I can’t decide if that was a parenting 

win or a failure. 

COURTNEY STULTZ 

Weir, Kansas

FRESH AIR



The enduring legacy of family. In the 1960s at just

15 years old, Ferrini Pietro and Grotti Rodolfo

began their journey as goldsmiths, honing their met-

alworking skills at a major workshop in Arezzo known

for mentoring some of the best artisans in the world. 

For over fifty years they’ve created unsurpassed artisan 

jewelry that combines age-old Etruscan metal-

smithing techniques with innovative design. Today,

we bring their talents to America.

A striking testimony of elegance to the woman

who wears it. Aria is Italian for “air” as well as a striking

solo musical performance and the name captures the

light, yet bold essence of this necklace perfectly. Each

necklace is made by hand in Italy from polished 14K

yellow gold and celebrates the traditional woven Byzantine design. 

The difference between priceless & overpriced. High-end design

should not carry a high price just because it comes from a big name 

retailer, where you’ll find a similar necklace  going for four times as

much. We prefer to keep our costs low so we can bring you the very

best in Italian design at a cutting edge price. 

Masterpiece, not mass produced. It takes months to

create just one of these necklaces which means we

have a select number available. 

No questions asked, money back guarantee. We want

you glowing with satisfaction. 

A co l l e c t ion o f  impeccable  de s ign & cra f t smanship  f rom Ita ly.

Call today. There’s never been a better time to let your elegance shine. 1­888­444­5949
Offer Code: RFA135­01. You must use the offer code to get our special price.

•  Made in Arezzo, Italy  •  Available as sterling silver finished in 18K yellow gold or 14K real yellow gold  •  18"; lobster clasp

Drape yourself in a necklace you
will call “bellisimo”. Handcrafted
by Italian artisans, the look is
“magnifico”...as is the price.

How to Speak Italian 

without saying a word?

18” of handmade Italian
artistry that crescendos
slightly at the center, 

creating a stunning look
that gracefully hugs 

the neck.

14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. RFA135-01, Burnsville, Minnesota 55337  www.raffinatoitaly.comRaffinato™

Raffinato™
——— Italy

Raffinato™ 18K Gold­Finished Sterling Silver 

Aria Necklace 

Stunningly affordable $95 with FREE SHIPPING

Also available

Raffinato™ 14K Yellow Gold Aria Necklace 

Stunningly well­priced at $595 with FREE SHIPPING

(a $1,295 value)  Save $700

�����
“I love the Aria necklace. It is the perfect length, light-
weight and is the type of quiet quality that is instantly
noticed no matter where or what I wear it with.” 

— Angie, El Cajon, CA
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IS HE HERE YET?

Karoline and Karson Kettles  

make sure the chimney is all  

clear for Santa’s arrival. 

WANDA THOMPSON SCARBORO 

Swainsboro, Georgia

“During the holiday season each of us thinks about 
someone we’ve loved and lost. Like the star of 
Bethlehem shone brightly to lead the world on 
a journey toward love, our own memories shine 

brighter at Christmas. That is the best present of all.”
   SHERRIE BALL  Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin

Granny’s Greatest Gift

A white Bible with my name engraved in  
silver came into my life on Christmas 1970. 

Granny was dying of cancer, and she  
and Papa didn’t have much money to spend on gifts.  

I don’t remember much about that Christmas. 
“Santa was here,” my siblings and I most likely 
exclaimed on that Christmas morning. There were  
toys under the festive lights of the tree. We probably 
jumped around with the delight only children can  
feel after Santa works his magic. 

The toys are long gone, but my Christmas Bible is 
still with me. It’s a bit tattered, and the silver letters  
of my name have mostly faded away. 

I only had 10 years with Granny. I never heard her 
say a bad word about anyone, and I don’t think you 
could find a purer heart gracing any pew. 

Most of the things that mattered to her are found  
in the Bible. Granny knew that the book held healing 
words for times of trouble, and that I would find  
comfort on those pages. 

When my heart leads me there, I flip through my 
Bible, and I think I smell wooden pews mingled with 
spearmint gum. The white Bible is my most cherished 
gift, the one Granny knew would live on. 

SANDRA WARWICK 

Cleveland, Georgia

FIELD EDITOR 

FIELD EDITOR 



 

 

DOCTOR DESIGNED | AUDIOLOGIST TESTED | FDA REGISTERED

ADVANCED
HEARING AID 
TECHNOLOGY

The answer:  Although tremendous 
strides have been made in Advanced Hearing 
Aid Technology, those cost reductions have
not been passed on to you. Until now...

MDHearingAid® uses the same 
kind of Advanced Hearing Aid Technology 
incorporated into hearing aids that cost 
thousands more at a small fraction 
of the price.

Over 300,000 satisfi ed MDHearingAid 
customers agree: High-quality, 
FDA-registered hearing aids don’t 
have to cost a fortune. The fact is, 
you don’t need to spend thousands 
for a hearing aid. MDHearingAid 
is a medical-grade hearing aid 
offering sophistication and high 
performance, and works right out 
of the box with no time-consuming 
“adjustment” appointments. You 
can contact a licensed hearing 
specialist conveniently on-line or 
by phone — even after your 
purchase at no cost. No other 
company provides such extensive 
support. Now that you know...
why pay more?   

Use Code  HJ21
and get FREE Batteries for 1 Year 

Plus FREE Shipping

How can a hearing aid that costs 
less than $200 be every bit as good 
as one that sells for $2,250 or more?

Proudly assembled in America!

For the Lowest Price Call
BATTERIES 
INCLUDED!

READY TO USE RIGHT 
OUT OF THE BOX! 

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR

45-DAY RISK-FREE TRIAL!
Hearing is believing and we invite you to try 
this nearly invisible hearing aid with no 
annoying whistling or background noise for 
yourself. If you are not completely satisfi ed 
with your MDHearingAid, return it within 45 
days for a FULL REFUND.

Nearly Invisible

1-800-692-5713
www.GetMDHearingAid.com

BIG SOUND. 
TINY PRICE.

Try it RISK-FREE for 45 days! 
Complete Refund Guarantee!

   — Sherri H., Granville, NY

For Less Than $200
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Mesilla, New Mexico
ROAD TRIP

Luminarias light 

up the Plaza 

in Mesilla on 

Christmas Eve.

Birders may spot 

sandhill cranes at 

Bosque State Park.  

Plan Your Visit

There’s plenty to see 

and do year-round  

in Mesilla. Check out 

these resources 

before you book  

your trip.

MESILLA EVENTS 

CALENDAR 

mesillanm.gov

FOUNTAIN THEATRE 

mesillavalleyfilm.org

MESILLA VALLEY 

BOSQUE STATE 

PARK 

emnrd.state.nm.us

LUMINARIAS ARE A HOLIDAY mainstay 
throughout New Mexico. Albuquerque’s 
lights span neighborhoods and Santa Fe 
boasts glorious luminaria processions, but 
there’s something especially stirring about 
the Christmas Eve display in Old Mesilla,  
a small town just east of the Rio Grande.

Mesilla’s backstory is peppered with 
Wild West lore. Billy the Kid was sentenced 
to hang here in 1881. (He escaped.) And 
the influence of Native, Spanish, Mexican 
and other cultures creates a folksy tapestry, 
evident in adobe architecture, galleries, 
eateries and places of worship—notably the 
Basilica of San Albino on the historic Plaza.

The town’s luminaria tradition began  
in the mid-1960s, when Josefina Gamboa 
Biel Emerson moved into her parents’ home 
near the basilica. In keeping with family 
practice, she set out luminarias, inviting 
guests in for food and drink. In time, her 
display grew. Boy Scouts helped place the 
lights; merchants gave to the candle fund. 

Today, the Las Cruces High 
School marching band and Los 
Leones de Mesilla (the Lions Club) 
help sustain the custom, filling 
paper bags with sand and votives. 
Locals distribute them throughout 
the Plaza and along the Avenida  
de Mesilla, and the candles are lit  
in unison. Come sunset, the Plaza  
is bustling with revelers, carolers 
and 6,000 flickering lights.

For a memorable daytime excursion,  
head 2 miles southwest to Bosque State  
Park, an Audubon-designated birding area  
with inviting trails and views of the Organ 
Mountains to the east. In town, check out 
the historic Fountain Theatre, the Mesilla 
Book Center, and green-chile-smothered 
everything at Andele Restaurante. And if 
you’re here at Christmastime, by all means, 
take in the spectacular lights. 

ELLIE PIPER 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin

This town sparkles with Christmas lights.

Did you know?  Starting in 1857, Butterfield Overland Mail stagecoaches 

stopped on their route between St. Louis, Missouri, and San Francisco, California, 

at a building that now houses a popular restaurant, La Posta de Mesilla. P
L

A
Z

A
: 

L
A

S
 C

R
U

C
E

S
 S

U
N

-N
E

W
S

/U
S

A
 T

O
D

A
Y

 N
E

T
W

O
R

K
; 

C
R

A
N

E
S

: 
K

O
JI

H
IR

A
N

O
/S

H
U

T
T

E
R

S
T

O
C

K



We’ve all had nights when we just can’t lie down in 
bed and sleep, whether it’s from heartburn, cardiac 
problems, hip or back aches – it could be a variety 
of reasons. Those are the nights we’d give anything 
for a comfortable chair to sleep in, one that reclines 
to exactly the right degree, raises feet and legs to 
precisely the desired level, supports the head and 
shoulders properly, operates easily even in the 
dead of night, and sends a hopeful sleeper right 
off to dreamland.

Our Perfect Sleep Chair® is just the chair to do it 
all. It’s a chair, true – the finest of lift chairs – but this 
chair is so much more! It’s designed to provide total 
comfort and relaxation not found in other chairs. 
It can’t be beat for comfortable, long-term sitting, 
TV viewing, relaxed reclining and – yes! – peaceful 
sleep. Our chair’s recline technology allows you 

to pause the chair in an infinite 

And there’s more! The overstuffed, oversized biscuit 
style back and unique seat design will cradle you in 
comfort.  Generously filled, wide armrests provide 
enhanced arm support when sitting or reclining. The 
high and low heat settings along with the multiple 
massage settings, can provide a soothing relaxation 
you might get at a spa – just imagine getting all that 
in a lift chair! It even has a battery backup in case of a 
power outage. Shipping charge includes white glove 
delivery. Professionals will deliver the chair to the 
exact spot in your home where you want it, unpack 
it, inspect it, test it, position it, and even carry the 
packaging away! Includes one year service warranty 
and your choice of fabrics and colors – Call now!

The Perfect Sleep Chair®

1-866-752-5244
Please mention code 107004 when ordering.

© 2017 fi rst STREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc.

“To you, it’s the perfect lift chair. To me, 
it’s the best sleep chair I’ve ever had.”  

— J. Fitzgerald, VA

Easy-to-use remote for 
massage, heat, recline and lift

Sit up, lie down — 
and anywhere 

in between!

safely on your feet! 

DuraLux II Microfi ber

Long Lasting DuraLux Leather
Tan Chocolate Burgundy Black Blue

Burgundy Cashmere Fern Chocolate Indigo

46
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December/
January 2018

The
Country
Almanac

As snowflakes fall, Christmas wishes 
rise to the heavens. ’Tis the season  
to celebrate, to give and to receive.

Christmas 
Cards

Try these tips to add cards 

to your holiday decor. It’s 

amazing what you can do!

1. String some twine 

(sagging slightly) across 

a window and hang the 

cards with clothespins. 

2. Create a tree design on 

your wall by pinning twine 

in a zigzag pattern (use 

decorating clips to secure 

it). Attach your cards 

with clothespins and add 

snowflakes or ornaments 

to finish the look.

Want more ideas? Go to  

rd.com/Christmascards  

and you’ll find a lot of 

seasonal inspiration. 

December 1

The International Festival 

of Lights continues 

through Dec. 31, dazzling 

visitors to Battle Creek, 

Michigan. The Twelve Days 

of Christmas is featured 

along the river, and the 

old railroad depot is the 

backdrop for sparkling 

displays. Add the gently 

falling snow and it all 

translates to magic.  

battlecreekmich.com

SUSAN TERRY

Battle Creek, Michigan

WEDNESDAY 12/6

St. Nicholas Day 

Here’s a tradition to honor 
the patron saint of children: 
Have your little ones put 
their shoes outside the 
bedroom door the night 
before. Fill them with 
simple treats (oranges, 
candy canes).

th OF DECEMBER
PEARL  
HARBOR 
REMEMBRANCE

12.13.17
Geminids meteor 
shower, the best 
and brightest of 

them all, puts on a 
stellar show from 
evening until the 

early morning. 

Dec. 
25th

CHRISTMAS DAY

“Christ is born!” 

That’s how we 
greet each other on 
Christmas morning 
in my culture. It’s 

a lovely way to 
remember what the 
holiday is all about. 

MARIJA ANDRIC, Editor

December 12

Hanukkah begins  
at sundown. 
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PO Box 19818 • Colorado City, CO 81019-0818
(719) 676-2700 • www.plasmacam.com

“We used to cut 

everything by hand and 

had a lot of trouble. 

Now our PlasmaCAM 

does it all, attaining 

levels of production not 

thought possible before. 

It’s run 40-50 hours a 

week for the past three years.  It attains 

incredible detail, is very easy and cost 

HI¿�FLHQW�WR�RSHUDWH��DQG�UHTXLUHV�OLWWOH�

maintenance. The bottom 

line is: this machine 

makes me money!”

-Jon
Restaurant Lighting & Fixtures

t�.BLF�"SUJTUJD�1SPKFDUT�BOE�.FDIBOJDBM�1BSUT
t�$VU�%FUBJMFE�$VTUPN�8PSL�PS�.BTT�1SPEVDUJPO
t�*ODMVEFT�*OEVTUSZ�-FBEJOH�4PGUXBSF�
t�4JNQMF�UP�0QFSBUF���3VOT�0GG�:PVS�$PNQVUFS

$BMM�XJUI�UIJT�DPEF�6NPU5
GPS�ZPVS�GSFF�EFNP�WJEFP�



 

*Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2 Family Gourmet Buff et packages. Your 4 free burgers and 4 free kielbasa will be sent to 

each shipping address that includes (51689).  Standard S&H will be added per address. Flat rate shipping and reward cards and codes cannot be used with 

this off er. Not valid with other off ers. Expires 2/28/18. All purchases acknowledge acceptance of Omaha Steaks, Inc. Terms of Use and Privacy Policy. Visit 

omahasteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI and omahasteaks.com/info/privacy-policy or call 1-800-228-9872 for a copy. ©2017 OCG | Omaha Steaks, Inc. SRC0639

1-800-811-7832 ask for 51689WCT |  www.OmahaSteaks.com/give04

-34-
GOURMET

ITEMS!

The Family Gourmet Buffet
2 (5 oz.) Filet Mignons

2 (5 oz.) Top Sirloins

2 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops

4 Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 lb. pkg.)

4 (3 oz.) Kielbasa Sausages

4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers

4 (3 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin

4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets

Omaha Steaks Seasoning Packet (.33 oz.)

51689WCT  |  $199.90* separately  

Combo Price 
$4999

ORDER NOW & SAVE 75%*

Plus get 
4 more Burgers 

& 4 more Kielbasa

FREE

Give a little

TENDERNESS
®

and SAVE 75%* on Omaha Steaks®
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The Good Life
Savor the simple pleasures

“The only present our 

daughter Cora wanted 

for Christmas was a 

puppy. As you can see,  

it was love at first sight!”

SARAH ROGERS 

Coxs Creek, Kentucky



Let the Snowflakes Fly
My family goes snowshoeing each winter 
in Alta, Utah. We had over 600 inches of 
snow in the mountains last year. 

Snowshoeing is our absolute favorite 
activity—and definitely much safer and 
less crowded than skiing! All you need  
are some snowshoes and poles—they’re 
optional—and you’re set. No special skills 
needed, just bundle up and go.

ANNIE THOMSON 
Provo, Utah

1

Annie’s trusty snowshoes 

are essential for winter 

hikes in snowy Utah.

Christmas 
with Family

INSPIRATION

Escape the holiday hustle and 
bustle. Gather your loved ones 
and focus on spending quality 
time together. Here are five ways 
our readers put family first. 
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Nancy Tully of 

East Stroudsburg, 

Pennsylvania, set up 

this bountiful outdoor 

buffet for the birds.

Decorate Inside and Out
Putting up the tree inside is always special, 
but then we head outdoors to decorate a 
Christmas tree for wildlife. The kids smear 
peanut butter on pine cones and roll them 
in birdseed, then place strands of popcorn 
over the branches. After stomping the 
snow off our boots, we trample back into 
the warm house.

MANDI WOOD 
Cleveland, Georgia

2

FIELD EDITOR 
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Collect Memories
Each year since our children were young, 
they were allowed to pick a Christmas 
ornament that had meaning for them.  
As we go through them, we travel down 
memory lane and recall the reasons why 
each ornament was chosen. 

When my kids move out of the house 
and start families of their own, I’ll pack up 
their ornaments to send along so they have 
a collection for their own Christmas trees. 

JACKIE LYALS 
Grand Rapids, Michigan

Feed the Hungry
While everyone else is out at the 
mall or big box stores, head to 
the grocery store with the family 
and pick out items to donate to 
those in need. Let each person 
choose what to include in a bag 
of groceries and then take them 
to your local food pantry. Or 
better yet, spend the morning 
sorting the groceries at the food 
pantry. It’s a great way to help 
others in your community and 
reinforce your family’s blessings.

DANA MEREDITH 
Waukesha, Wisconsin

3

4

Dana’s mother,  

Dora May, stocks the 

shelves with cereal 

at a food pantry in 

Rockford, Illinois.

Keepsake ornaments 

hold cherished 

memories. 

FIELD EDITOR 
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Plan a Baking Party
One of my favorite traditions is to bake 
Christmas cookies. My mom makes a ton 
of varieties every year, so we get started 
early. Since a lot of family is already in 
town for Thanksgiving, there are many 
relatives who can bake with us or hang out 
while we bake. 

It’s always a delight to hear Christmas 
memories from when my mom and aunts 
were kids. There’s just something about 
staying in and baking cookies that puts 
everyone in a good mood!

EMILY RACETTE 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

5

Baking is a  

hands-on activity 

kids and adults love.
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Dashing Through the Corn

 M
y cousin Gilbert 
brought back to 
life a 1957 D17 
Allis-Chalmers 
tractor. It had 

been faded by the sun and was 
dilapidated after languishing for 
years in the machine shed. But it 
now boasted a new coat of Persian 
Orange paint and an overhauled 
engine, and the old iron relic stood 
ready for a test run around the 
cornfield on Christmas Eve.

I was the last person to abandon 
the warmth of Gilbert’s farmhouse 
to join in the fun. Excited voices 
greeted me as I took a seat on the 
trailer hitched behind the tractor. 

When I was settled in, Gilbert 
put the tractor into gear. The trailer 
lurched as we bounced across the 

BACKYARD BLESSINGS

A vintage tractor stands in for a sleigh on a  
moonlit ride to remember.

field. The temperature dipped to 5 
below, and wind out of the north 
chilled us.

Gilbert coaxed the tractor down 
a slope onto a rutted dirt road, then 
steered it in the direction of the 
woods. A few dried corn leaves 
made ghostly apparitions under 
the soft glow of the moon. Light 
shone from one of the farmhouse 
windows like a star.

Someone whispered, “There’s 
the Big Dipper.” 

We followed the road toward  
a stand of trees, galumphed on 
through, and then bounced back 
out into a large clearing. Gilbert’s 
son, Todd, began to sing, “Away  
in a Manger.” Soon everyone was 
caroling, our voices swelling to fill 
the air. We continued with joyous 

choruses of “Hark! The Herald 
Angels Sing” and “The First Noel.”

In the end it was not the tractor 
that failed us, but the trailer. Todd, 
realizing one of the tires had gone 
flat, yelled for Gilbert to halt.

I stared in awe at the stars above 
me. Sentimental thoughts of a 
Christmas Eve more than 50 years 
past flickered in my memory—
when my father, his voice merry 
with the trickiness of his claim, 
summoned his children to witness 
Santa’s flight across a starry sky.

The ride had ended too quickly. 
But I’ll always have the memory  
of that night—the way dried corn 
leaves rustled, how my breath rose 
in the silence of a cold night, and 
the sound of the tractor’s engine  
as it rolled across the farm. 

Snowy farm fields 

were the perfect 

setting for an  

unforgettable  

winter night.

BY BARBARA WEDDLE  Oconto, Wisconsin

WORDS of  WISDOM  The essence of a friendship is sharing, not getting. B
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The Doctor Recommended TV•EARS® headset 

has helped millions of people hear television dialog clearly 

while eliminating concerns about loud volume or the 

need to buy expensive hearing aids. Put on your TV•Ears 

headset and turn it up as loud as you want while others 

listen to the television at a comfortable volume. You can 

even put the TV on mute and listen through the headset 

only. Others in the room won’t hear a thing, but we 

guarantee you will. Imagine watching television with 

your family again without fi ghting over the 

changed our lives!”

Voice Clarifying Circuitry® 

The TV•Ears headset contains 

proprietary Voice Clarifying 

Circuitry that automatically adjusts 

the audio curve to increase the 

clarity of television dialog while 

decreasing the volume of background 

sounds such as music and 

sound effects. 

The words 

seem 

to jump 

out of the 

audio track, 

making even 

whispers and accents understandable.

Fast, Safe and Simple. TV•Ears transmitters use 

Speed of Light Infrared Technology™ (SoLIT) to send the 

television’s audio to the headset. Unlike slower Bluetooth 

or Radio Frequency, SoLIT does not need to be paired or 

adjusted, is completely safe with pacemakers, and will not 

interfere with your telephone.

Twice the Power with 120 decibels. The TV•Ears 

headsets are classifi ed as “Assistive Listening Devices” for 

hearing-impaired individuals. This special designation 

permits the TV•Ears headset to have twice the maximum 

volume compared to all other wireless headsets.

    disturbing my wife. The dialog is clear and 

      it’s good to hear my favorite shows again!”

       — Pat Boone, Singer/Songwriter

TV Ears is a trademark of TV Ears, Inc. © 2017 TV Ears, Inc. All Rights Reserved

For fastest service, call toll-free between 

6am and 6pm PST Monday through Friday.

1-800-379-7832
or visit

www.tvears.com

TV Ears Original™......$129.95

Now $59.95 +s&h

Special Offer

Please mention Promotion Code 35833

Transmitter/Charger

Pat and Shirley Boone
 Happily married over 60 years!

New Special Offer!

120dB
Volume

Adjustable
Tone

“TV•Ears saved
     our marriage!”TM

Over 2 million satisfi ed users since 1998

TV dialog is clear and understandable

Works better than hearing aids

Voice Clarifying TV•Ears Headset 30-day risk free trial

“My wife and I have used the TV•Ears  

headset almost daily for many years 

and fi nd them an invaluable help in our 

enjoyment of television. We would not be 

without them. As a retired Otologist, 

I heartily recommend them to people 

with or without hearing loss.”

      — Robert Forbes, M.D., California

Adjustable
Foam Tips
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WHAT’S COOKING?

DIRECTIONS

1.  In a large bowl, beat butter and 

sugar until blended. Beat in egg 

yolk and extract. Gradually beat in 

flour. Refrigerate, covered, at least 

2 hours or until firm. 

PREP: 20 min. + chilling • BAKE: 15 min. + cooling  

MAKES: about 6 dozen

¾ cup butter, softened

¾ cup confectioners’ sugar

1 large egg yolk

½ tsp. almond extract

1¾ cups all-purpose flour

½ cup raspberry  

or apricot preserves

1 cup shortening

2 cups sugar

2 large eggs

1 cup (8 ounces) sour cream

1 cup hot brewed coffee

1 tsp. vanilla extract

4 cups all-purpose flour

¾ cup baking cocoa

2 tsp. baking soda

½ tsp. baking powder

FILLING:

¼ cup all-purpose flour

¾ cup 2% milk

1 cup shortening

2 cups confectioners’ sugar

2 tsp. vanilla extract

⅛ tsp. salt

Cookies for Santa
Surprise Old St. Nick with a cold glass 
of milk and a plate of these tasty treats.  

JEWELED THUMBPRINTS
PREP: 30 min. + cooling  

BAKE: 10 min. • MAKES: 4 dozen 

 CHOCOLATE  

SANDWICH COOKIES

DIRECTIONS

1.  In a large bowl, cream the 

shortening and sugar until light 

and fluffy. Add eggs, one at a time, 

beating well after each addition. 

Beat in the sour cream, hot coffee 

and vanilla extract. Combine the 

dry ingredients; gradually add to 

the creamed mixture and mix well. 

2.  Drop by tablespoonfuls 2 in. 

apart onto greased baking sheets. 

Bake at 350° for 9-11 minutes or 

until firm to the touch. Remove to 

wire racks to cool completely. 

3.  In a small saucepan, combine 

flour and milk until smooth. Bring  

to a boil; cook and stir for 2 minutes 

or until thickened. Cool to room 

temperature, about 20 minutes. 

In a large bowl, beat shortening, 

confectioners’ sugar, vanilla and 

salt until smooth. Add milk mixture; 

beat until light and fluffy.

4.  Spread 2 teaspoonfuls of the 

filling on the bottom (flat side) of 

half of the cookies; top with the 

remaining cookies.

JEWELED 
THUMBPRINTS 

SALVATORE BERTOLINO  

INDIANA, PENNSYLVANIA

MARIA DEBONO NEW YORK, NEW YORK

2.  Preheat oven to 350°. Shape 

into 3/4-in. balls. Place 1 in. apart 

on greased baking sheets. Press  

a deep indentation in the center  

of each with your thumb. 

3.  Bake 12-14 minutes or until 

edges are light brown. Remove 

from pans to wire racks. Fill each 

indentation with 1/4 teaspoon 

preserves; cool completely.  

Freeze option: Freeze unfilled 

cookies, layered between waxed 

paper, in freezer containers. To use, 

thaw in covered containers and fill 

with preserves.
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“When my family visits,       
        I have a plate of these soft, 
fudgy cookies sitting out.”

                                   — SALVATORE BERTOLINO

CHOCOLATE 
SANDWICH 
COOKIES

CRAVE MORE?

Go online to 

tasteofhome.com  

for more seasonal 

recipes like these.
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Dept. 75639

/

___Sleep Bras (Set of 3) @ $11.99 per set

T �

CA residents must add 7.25% sales tax

TOTAL  $

  $  2.95

 $

 $

 $

Please Print Clearly

FOR EXPEDITED SHIPPING (optional)
Add An Additional $2.95

(receive your order 5-7 days from shipment)

Reg. S/H Add $3.95 1st set, $4.95 for 2 sets, 
FREE S/H for 3+ setsCheck or money order payable to:

Dream Products, Inc.

Send Order To: 
412 Dream Lane, Van Nuys, CA  91496

34

Qty.

Size 36 38 40 42 44 46 48 50 52

Please Indicate Quantity Of Sets Under Size

Sold Only As Set Of 3: 
Qty. 1 = Set Of 3 (Same Size), 

1 Of Each Color

Item #485 Set of 3 Sleep Bras

EVERYTHING YOU WANT IN A BRA!
We surveyed millions of women to help us develop the perfect bra. Not only is our Sleep Bra the most comfortable bra on the planet, it 
ZOHWLZ��SPM[Z�HUK�Z\WWVY[Z�PU�H�^H`�UV�V[OLY�IYH�JHU�TH[JO��0[Z�ZPSR`��ZVM[��Z[YL[JO`�MHIYPJ�HJ[\HSS`�Z[YL[JOLZ�[V�Ä�[�HU`�J\W�ZPaL�MYVT�(�[V�++��
(5+�P[�JVUMVYTZ�[V�JOHUNLZ�PU�`V\Y�IVK`��THPU[HPUPUN�H�WLYMLJ[�Ä�[�HU`�[PTL�VM�[OL�TVU[O��>L�N\HYHU[LL�[OPZ�[V�IL�@6<9�-(=690;,�)9(��0[�
PZ�ZV�JVTMVY[HISL��`V\�JHU�L]LU�ZSLLW�PU�P[��THU`�^VTLU�KV�ILJH\ZL�[OL`�MVYNL[�[OL`�OH]L�P[�VU���-HZOPVU�U`SVU�ZWHUKL_�PTWVY[�PZ�THJOPUL�
^HZOHISL�HUK�Z[PSS�THPU[HPUZ�P[Z�ZOHWL�HUK�JVTMVY[��*VSVYZ�HYL�^OP[L��ILPNL�HUK�ISHJR��ZVSK�HZ�H�ZL[�VM���VM�ZHTL�ZPaL��VUL�VM�LHJO�JVSVY�MVY�
VUS`�����  ���(]HPSHISL�PU�L]LU�ZPaLZ�������� Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return For Your Money Back

OVER
2 MILLION

SOLD!

So Comfortable,
Plastic 

Surgeons Buy
Ours For 
Patients

All Day
Comfort Design

Only Available 
From Us

COMFORTABLE
Stretch Cups

EASY
Front Hook

Closure

Comfortable Wide Back

EXTRA WIDE
Comfort Straps

Shapes — No Ridges!

Lifts — No Underwires!

Supports — with Soft, Incredible Comfort!

White

Beige Black

Only $399 per bra
Sold Only In Set Of 3

Set of 3
 1 Of Ea. Color $11.99

The “Original” Sleep Bra For

24 HOURS OF COMFORT
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Receive 
A FREE 
Surprise 

Gift 
With Every Order

1-800-530-2689

Shipping & Handling
FREE

when buying 3+ sets

website offers may vary

Order Now Toll-Free

Receive A Free Surprise Gift
with every order

DreamProducts.com



Do you get discouraged when 
you hear your telephone ring? 
Do you avoid using your phone
because hearing difficulties make 
it hard to understand the person 
on the other end of the line? For 
many Americans the telephone 
conversation – once an important 
part of everyday life – has become 
a thing of the past. Because they 
can’t understand what is said 
to them on the phone, they’re 
often cut off from friends, family, 
doctors and caregivers. Now,
thanks to innovative technology 
there is finally a better way.

A simple idea… made possible 
with sophisticated technology. 
If you have trouble understanding 
a call, captioned telephone can 
change your life. During a phone 
call the words spoken to you 
appear on the phone’s screen 
– similar to closed captioning 
on TV. So when you make or 
receive a call, the words 
spoken to you are not only 
amplified by the phone, 
but scroll across the 
phone so you can listen 
while reading everything 
that’s said to you. Each 
call is routed through a call 
center, where computer 
technology – aided by 
a live representative 
– generates voice-
to-text translations. 
The captioning is real-time, 
accurate and readable. Your 
conversation is private and the 
captioning service doesn’t cost 
you a penny. Internet Protocol 
Captioned Telephone Service 
(IP CTS) is regulated and funded 
by the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) and is 
designed exclusively for 
individuals with hearing loss. 

equipment or a 

in order to speak 
with you.

Finally… a 
phone you can 
use again. The 
Hamilton CapTel 

use buttons. You get adjustable 
volume amplification along with the 
ability to save captions for review 
later. It even has an answering 
machine that provides you with 
the captions of each message. 

See for yourself with our 
exclusive home trial.  Try a 
captioned telephone in your 
own home and if you are not 
completely amazed, simply 
return it within 60-days for a 
refund of the product purchase 
price. It even comes with a 
5-year warranty.

The Captioning Telephone is intended for use by people with hearing loss.  In purchasing a Captioning Telephone, you 
acknowledge that it will be used by someone who cannot hear well over a traditional phone.  Hamilton is a registered 
trademark of Nedelco, Inc. d/b/a Hamilton Telecommunications.  CapTel is a registered trademark of Ultratec, Inc. 81

13
5

“For years I avoided phone 
calls because I couldn’t 
understand the caller… 

now I don’t miss a thing!”

No 
Contract 
No 

M
onthly Fee

SEE what 
you’ve been 

missing!

Breakthrough technology converts phone calls to captions.

New amplified phone lets you 
hear AND see the conversation.
The Hamilton® CapTel® Captioned Telephone converts phone conversations 
to easy-to-read captions for individuals with hearing loss.

Captioned
Telephone

Call now for our special 
introductory price!

Call now Toll-Free 

1-877-731-2089 
Please mention promotion code 107027.



ALL IS 
BRIGHT
The spirit of the season 

lights up the land in this 

collection of photos. 

A glowing Christmas tree 

sparkles on the beach at 

Crystal Cove State Park in 

Orange County, California.
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As snowflakes fly, this mom 

and daughter take a cozy 

horse-drawn sleigh ride in 

Stockbridge, Massachusetts.
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A snow-covered 

drive leads the way 

to a New England 

farm filled with 

Christmas cheer.
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MYSTERY 
PHOTO

Can you guess the 

location of this 

festive scene? 

Turn to page 72 

to find out.
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A skier leaves 

new tracks in 

freshly fallen 

snow in the 

Sierra Nevada. 
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IN CALIFORNIA’S SIERRA NEVADA 

RANGE, THE LOCALS SKI, SLED OR 

SNOWSHOE INTO THE HOLIDAYS.

STORY AND PHOTOS BY  LONDIE GARCIA PADELSKY

Christmas 
in the 

Mountains

GOD’S COUNTRY
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Without realizing it, I was singing this song (and 
slightly adapting the last line) while cross-country 
skiing in a meadow where I had once photographed 
a sleigh ride during the Christmas season. It was 
about the same time of year, too, but this time we 
had already accumulated a lot more snow on the 
eastern slope of the Sierra Nevada. 

I was reminiscing about two velvet black horses 
that wore thick, shiny leather harnesses with jingle 
bells attached on top. The horses had pulled a fancy 
red sleigh full of folks all bundled in warm blankets, 
joyfully singing. Just the thought put me in the 
Christmas spirit!

Suddenly the perfectly clear sky turned pink and 
the alpenglow lit up the snow-covered mountains, 
bringing me back to earth. I was skiing on fresh-
made tracks in total solitude. It was just the Sierra 
Nevada and me.

The mountain range stretches more than 250 miles 
north from the Mohave Desert to the Cascade Range, 
and is about 80 miles wide at Lake Tahoe. Most of  
the range lies in the state of California. Over the last 
three decades I’ve been fortunate to explore, on foot 
and horseback, many of those rugged backcountry 
miles of glacier-carved valleys and slick granite 
peaks, and a sea of alpine lakes and rivers.

I’ve done this in summer and fall for weeks at a 
time, but during the snowy season I prefer skiing 
and snowshoeing the trails closer to my home base in 
Mammoth Lakes. Every new dusting of snow offers 
endless opportunities to take photos of pine trees, 
windswept mountains, and meadows laden in snow 
and covered with critter tracks. 

My love for the Sierra Nevada began when I was  
a youngster. During Christmas vacation, our family 
took our old blue station wagon to the Badger Pass 
Ski Area in Yosemite National Park. As my siblings 
and I grew a bit older, my family graduated to a 
pickup truck with a cabover camper so we could 
make the longer journey to ski at the Mammoth 
Mountain Ski Area. I can still visualize all five kids  
in pizza position—forming a wedge—snowplowing 
down the slopes right behind Dad. We started at one 
end of the mountain and zigzagged our way to the 
other, which took most of the day. 

This year, while driving up to Mammoth on 
Christmas vacation with her family, my younger 
sister Heidi stopped in the quaint mountain town  
of Lone Pine to give me a call. Two hours south of 
Mammoth, she was so excited to catch a glimpse  
of the snowy mountains—quite a contrast from the 
central coast of California. Her two boys, Bode and 
Cash, had just spotted the jagged peaks of Mount 

Christmas spirit is everywhere in the Sierra as a cowgirl 

prepares her horse for a sleigh ride (above) and folks 

in Mammoth Lakes decorate for the holidays (below). 

“Sleigh bells ring, are you listening?
In the lane, snow is glistening

A beautiful sight, we’re happy tonight
Skiing in a winter wonderland…”
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Snowfall averages  

400 inches a year  

in these mountains.

“Every new dusting of snow 
offers endless opportunities 
to take photos of pine trees, 
windswept mountains, and 
meadows laden in snow and 
covered with critter tracks.”

— LONDIE GARCIA PADELSKY
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Whitney, the highest summit in the lower 48 states. 
The unusual dusting of snow on the Alabama Hills and 
the holiday lights in the foreground made a perfect 
postcard. I reminded her to stop in Bishop at Erick 
Schat’s Bakery for my favorite cinnamon raisin bread. 

The stretch of U.S. Highway 395 from Lone Pine to 
Bishop passes through the small towns of Big Pine and 
Independence. There, the mountain backdrop is just  
as pretty, and store windows are filled with holiday 
displays and Christmas cheer.

What I love about living in the eastern Sierra is that 
after a morning ski, you can drive 45 minutes south 
out of the snow to Bishop. At its lower elevation and 
warmer temperature—usually twice as warm as in 
Mammoth Lakes—you can hike, bike, rock climb or 
play a round of golf. This outdoor community has a 
hometown flair that’s hard to beat. The town comes 
aglow the first week of December with the Christmas 
tree lighting ceremony. 

The next morning, Heidi called me to join them 
skiing on Mammoth Mountain. She was ecstatic about 

the unbelievable amount of snow. The 2016-’17 season 
was a record 618 inches—way over the average of 400.

I met the boys early the next day so we could make 
the first tracks on the slope. From every high-speed 
chairlift, Bode and Cash were amazed by views of  
the Minarets (a series of jagged peaks), the White 
Mountains and Lake Mary. 

It was the last run of the day that did me in. My 
young trickster nephew, Cash, got me to follow him 
on an unfamiliar trail. Surrounded by trees on an icy, 
bumpy path, he took off, leaving me stranded, and 
laughing all the way. Exhausted and exasperated, I 
was getting mad when suddenly a big grin appeared 
from behind a snowdrift. 

To end the day we treated ourselves to hot chocolate 
topped with whipped cream around an open fire at  
the European-style Village at Mammoth. We strolled 
through the brightly lit shops among the twinkly 
lights, Christmas music and falling snowflakes. It was 
truly a magical experience. In this wondrous moment, 
the Sierra Nevada was truly God’s country. 

Heidi, husband Robert  

and sons Cash and Bode 

found holiday magic in  

the snowy mountains.  
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Yosemite Falls (top left); 

Mammoth Mountain  

Ski Area (top right) 

Frosty Kings Canyon 

National Park (left);  

rustic cabins at Tom’s  

Place Resort (right)

Snow and ice 

on pinyon 

pinecones
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Call now to find out how you can get your own Easy Climber Elevator.

Please mention promotional code 107002.

For fastest service, call toll-free.   1-888-326-4338
Residential installations only. Not available in all areas. Call to see if you qualify.

Revolutionary elevator can give you– 

and your home’s value– a lift 

Can be placed virtually anywhere 

in your home.

Tired of struggling on the stairs?

82
83

7

© 2017 Aging in the Home Remodelers Inc. 

 Elevators have been around 

since the mid 19th century, and 

you can fi nd them in almost 

every multi-story structure 

around… except homes. Th at’s 

because installing an elevator 

in a home has always been a 

complicated and expensive home 

renovation project… until now.

Innovative designers have 

created a home elevator that 

can be easily installed almost 

anywhere in your home by our 

professional team without an 

expensive shaft -way. Its small 

“footprint” and self-contained 

lift  mechanism adds convenience 

and value to your home and 

quality to your life. It’s called the 

Easy Climber® Elevator. Call us 

now and we can tell you just how 

simple it is to own.

 For many people, particularly 

seniors, climbing stairs can be 

a struggle and a health threat. 

Some have installed motorized 

stair lift s, but they block access 

to the stairs and are hardly an 

enhancement to your home’s 

décor. By contrast, the Easy 

Climber® Elevator can be 

installed almost anywhere in 

your home. Th at way you can 

move easily and safely from fl oor 

to fl oor without struggling or 

worse yet… falling.

Why spend another day 

without this remarkable 

convenience? Knowledgeable 

product experts are standing by 

to answer any questions 

you may have. Call Now!

“We are tickled about our 

new elevator. This is the fi rst 

time I’ve seen the second 

fl oor of my home! It’s like an 

early Christmas present.” 

Stan W. US war veteran 

and retired professor

Imagine the possibilities

• No more climbing up stairs

• No more falling down stairs

• Plenty of room for groceries 

or laundry

• Perfect for people with 

older pets

• Ideal for Ranch houses 

with basements

Introducing the 

Aff ordable

Easy Climber® Elevator

Home Improvement 
that actually improves 

your LIFE!

SAFE
X�Equipped with weight, balance 

and obstruction sensors 

X�Works even in a power outage

VERSATILE
X�Can be placed almost anywhere 

in your home

X�Quick professional installation

CONVENIENT
X�Footprint is slightly larger 

than  a refrigerator

X�Compact and Quiet



THINKING OF BUYING

A STAIRLIFT?

Call now for 
your free stairlift
buying guide!

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

This FREE GUIDE from 

Acorn Stairlifts will answer all 

of your questions on buying 

a stairlift, such as:

• When can a stairlift 

help?

• What options are 

available to me?

• How safe are 

stairlifts?

CALL THE STAIRLIFT HOTLINE TODAY TO RECEIVE YOUR FREE GUIDE

Call now for
your free copy! 1-866-260-9951



NEWLY DESIGNED COUNTRY EXTRA

 WANT MORE?
Get 6 MORE issues a year 

with Country EXTRA     

YOU ASKED 
AND WE’VE 
DELIVERED...

EXCLUSIVELY 
for Country readers.

MORE STORIES, 
PHOTOS & RECIPES 
shared by our readers 
living the country life.

FEWER ADS
than most other 
magazines.

COLLECTIBLE 
BACK COVER
on thick, glossy paper—
perfect for framing.

It’s easy and secure to subscribe online at: 

country-magazine.com/extraspecial
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Our town square is always 

decorated so nicely at Christmas, 

and on this night, the moon 

added some extra magic. 

SUSAN GROVE

Gettysburg, Pennsylvania

Heart & Soul
Love. Laugh. Inspire.
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The Long  
Walk Home  

I
n 1952, my daddy traveled 
with the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers. He worked on a 
very large dredge vessel, and 
he went where it went. This 

meant he spent a lot of time away 
from our North Carolina home.

LOOKING BACK

Santa’s best gift wasn’t under the tree.

As Christmas approached, he 
called from Galveston, Texas. 
Daddy explained to my mother 
why he would not be celebrating 
the holiday with us. Money was 
tight and he didn’t have a way to 
get back to his family.

Disappointed as she was, Mother 
knew he was right. She also knew 
we would be upset, so she told my 
two sisters, brother and me right 
away. The news hit me very hard. 
Christmas just wouldn’t be the 
same without Daddy.

I knew he had tried his best. 
Still, I went to bed on Christmas 
Eve with a heavy heart. 

When we woke up on Christmas 
morning, Santa had come. I don’t 
remember what gift my brother 
received that year, but my sisters 
and I found new Dy-Dee dolls. 
Their dolls had a carriage to ride in, 
and Santa had brought mine a crib.

We were all happy with our gifts, 
so we went outside to play. I didn’t 
want Mother to see how glum I was 
that I couldn’t show Daddy what 
Santa had brought me. I could tell 
she was feeling sad, too.

As we were playing, I looked up 
and thought I saw my daddy in the 
distance. I ran inside to tell Mother. 
She did not believe me and told me 
not to make up stories. 

But I was sure it was Daddy! My 
mother repeated he would have 
been there if he could, but it just 
wasn’t possible.

I turned to go back outside when 
I heard familiar footsteps. I ran 
down the stairs. Daddy was home!

As I rushed into his outstretched 
arms, Daddy explained that he had 
tried everything to get home for 
Christmas, but without success.  
At the last minute, a group of the 
workers had decided to drive. 

But the nearest guy lived 17 miles 
away. So Daddy started walking  
on Christmas Eve until he arrived 
home. He had walked all night to 
get home to his family.

Though the presents that year 
were wonderful, the best gift was 
not found under the tree. Daddy’s 
special surprise made this my most 
memorable Christmas.  

Surprise reunions are 

extra special during 

the holiday season.

BY KATIE MARTIN  Danbury, North Carolina
as told by Jean Kivette

WORDS of  WISDOM  It’s better to have laugh wrinkles than worry warts. A
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Non-Skid
Indoor/Outdoor

Safety Sole

SOOTHING COMFORT

FOR ACHING FEET

1-800-530-2689

DreamProducts.com
website offers may vary 

Order Now Toll-Free
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Slip into the warm, cushy comfort 

of these forgiving knit boots and 

free aching, swollen feet from pain & 

discomfort. Lined in plush pile, with 

miracle memory foam insoles to soothe 

every step you take. Offers a perfect 

customized fi t, with stylish overall 

Nordic knit design and fur-look trim 

at ankles.  Secure non-skid safety 

soles are ideal for indoor/outdoor use.  

Fashion import of polyester.

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return For Your Money Back

FREE SHIPPING

Nordic Knit

Comfort Boots

ONLY $1299

Deep Pile Plush 
Trim at Ankle for 

Extra Warmth

MEMORY FOAM Molds 
to the Contours of 

Your Foot

SAVE $7.00 OFF CATALOG PRICE

Receive A Free Surprise Gift 
with every order

Connect With Dream Products

Check or money order payable to: Dream Products, Inc.
Send Order To:  412 Dream Lane, Van Nuys, CA  91496

Name 

Address

City                                                       ST         Zip

Daytime Phone #

                                           Email

T VISA    T MasterCard    T Discover®/NOVUSSMCards     

Card#                                                  Exp. Date  

Dept. 74030

/

CA residents must add 7.25% sales tax

 $

 $

 $

 $

Please print clearly.  $TOTAL

FOR EXPEDITED SHIPPING (optional)
Add An Additional $2.95

(receive your order 5-7 days from shipment)T  $ 2.95

Indicate Number Of Pairs Ordered Under Size

XS (6)       S (7)        M (8)       L (9)     XL (10-11)

  XS (7)       S (8)        M (9)      L (10)   XL (11-12)

Ladies’ 
Item
#542

Men’s 
Item
#543

Handling Add $2.00 per pair

FREE Regular Shipping FREE

�

           Nordic Knit Comfort Boots @ $12.99 pr.
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Ready, Set, Decorate! 

 B
aking Christmas cookies 
with my mom, Dottie, 
and my sister, Robin, is 
always a day filled with 
laughter, fun, memories 

of Christmas and lots of eggnog.
When we started our baking day 

tradition back in 1993, it was at  
my house. I was so excited to have 
Mom and Robin come over to make 
cookies. We baked all day, frosted 
all night and must have had at least 
six different kinds of cookies going 
at once: chocolate chip, Russian  
tea cakes, peanut butter, coconut 
macaroons, gingersnaps, straw-

GENERATIONS

A dusting of sugar and sprinkles turns time in the kitchen 
with my mom and sister into sweet Christmas memories. 

berry thumbprints and, of course, 
the classic sugar cookie cutouts. 

Robin and I had just started our 
families, and Mom was never one 
for the kitchen. So we really didn’t 
know what we were doing. By the 
end of the day, we were exhausted 
and the kitchen was a disaster. 

Over the years we’ve refined  
our skills, and we’re a little more 
organized. It’s a lot of work, but 
Mom, Robin and I always have fun.

When our kids were little they 
helped us with the frosting, and 
maybe the cookies didn’t always 
look bakery-perfect but they got 

eaten just the same. Older now, 
the kids come and go, but they 
still look for their favorites at the 
end of the day. I’d love to see them 
carry on this tradition. Until then 
I’m happy to bake for them. 

Looking back on the past 24 
years I realize that those cookies 
are a lot like life. Sometimes they 
turn out great, but sometimes the 
cookies are a little burnt and 
rough around the edges. 

It’s not really the cookies that 
make the season special. It’s the 
people we bake with and for who 
make it all worthwhile.   

From left: 

Dottie, Robin 

and Shirley 

made baking 

day a tradition. 

BY SHIRLEY BARBERIC  Grand Island, New York

WORDS of  WISDOM  Time invested in children will always reap huge dividends.
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SUPER COUPON

ANY 
SINGLE 
ITEM

$49999 49999

$429
99

2000 WATT SUPER QUIET 
INVERTER GENERATOR

SUPER COUPON

SAVE 
$569

ITEM 62523

COMPARE TO

HONDA
$999

MODEL: EU2000i 

Customer Rating

 1 TON CAPACITY 
FOLDABLE SHOP CRANE 

ITEM 69512/61858/69445 shown

$ 99 $16999

SUPER 
COUPON

SAVE 
$80

• Boom extends from
36-1/4" to 50-1/4"

• Crane height adjusts
from 82" to 94"

$99
99

Customer Rating

COMPARE TO

IRONTON
$17999
MODEL: 46218

 6 PIECE 

SCREWDRIVER 

SET 

ITEM 62728/62583
47770/62570 shown LIFETIME WARRANTY

COMPARE TO

HUSKY
$797

MODEL: 20210003

• Magnetic Tips
• Ergonomic Handles

• 576 in. lbs. of torque
• 2.5 amp hour battery
• Weighs 3.6 lbs.

BEATS DEWALT

20 VOLT LITHIUM CORDLESS 
1/2" COMPACT DRILL/DRIVER KIT

$99
99

$10999 10999

SUPER 
COUPON

ITEM 63381

SAVE
$80

Customer Rating

COMPARE TO

DEWALT
$17999

MODEL: DCD780C2

RISK FREE TRIAL
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE

99 15915999

ITEM 63297

10 FT. x 10 FT. PORTABLE SHED
Customer Rating

SAVE 
$96

SUPER COUPON

$139
99

$19
99

COMPARE TO

SHELTER LOGIC
$23689

MODEL: 70333

$2499 242 99

ITEM  63483 

SAVE 
50%

SAVE 
70%

24 FT., 18 BULB, 12 SOCKET 
OUTDOOR STRING LIGHTS

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

COMPARE TO

LOWE'S
$3998

MODEL: SLC12BK

ITEM 63284

SAVE 
$79

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

40 VOLT LITHIUM CORDLESS
BRUSHLESS BLOWER

$119
99

COMPARE TO

DEWALT
$199

MODEL: DCBL790B

$139139999999

STEP STOOL/
WORKING PLATFORM

SAVE 
65%

$2999 $29$ 99

Customer Rating

SUPER 
COUPON

$19
99

• 350 lb. 
capacity

COMPARE TO

LOWE’S
$5755
MODEL: H-21

ITEM 62515
66911 shown

16999

 21 GALLON, 2.5 HP, 125 PSI 
VERTICAL OIL-LUBE 

AIR COMPRESSOR 
SAVE 
$69

Customer Rating

• Air delivery:
5.8 CFM @ 40 PSI,

SUPER 
COUPON

$149
99

COMPARE TO

HUSKY
$219

MODEL: C201H

ITEM  69091/ 61454
62803/63635/67847 shown

7999 7999
$59

99

 RAPID PUMP® 1.5 TON 
ALUMINUM RACING JACK 

 ITEM  68053/62160
62496/62516
60569 shown

SAVE 
$40

• 3-1/2 pumps lifts most vehicles
• Lifts from 3-1/2" to 14-1/8"
• Lightweight 34 lbs.

Customer Rating

SUPER COUPON

COMPARE TO

DURALAST
$9999

MODEL: T815016L

SAVE 
$990

$17999 17999

Customer Rating

 30", 5 DRAWER 
TOOL CART 

ITEM   61427/63308/69397/95272 shown

• 8100 cu. in. of storage
• 704 lb. capacity
• Weighs 120 lbs.

SUPER 
COUPON

$159
99

COMPARE TO

SNAP-ON
$1,150

MODEL: KRSC33APBO

$69
99 SAVE 

$60$7999 $79$ 99

JUMP STARTER AND POWER PACK

ITEM 62749

Customer Rating

SUPER COUPON

COMPARE TO
SCHUMACHER

$12999
MODEL: SL1

SUPER 
COUPON

$7$79

 9 PIECE FULLY POLISHED 
COMBINATION WRENCH SETS 

$5
99 $2

99

Item 
42304 
shown

Item 
47873
shown

DRIVE ITEM

SAE 69043/63282/42304 $17.97MODEL: HCW10PCSAE
COMPARE TO  HUSKY

METRIC 42305/69044/63171 $19.97MODEL: HCW10PCMM
COMPARE TO  HUSKY

Customer Rating

LIFETIME WARRANTY

SAVE 
70%

UP 
TO

99 $7999
ITEM 68862/63190/62896   shown

Customer Rating

6 ft. to 8 ft. 10"

7 AMP ELECTRIC POLE SAW
9.5" BAR

$64
99

SAVE 
$34

SUPER 
COUPON

COMPARE TO

WORX
$9998

MODEL: WG309

$4$499999

 16 OZ. HAMMERS
 WITH FIBERGLASS HANDLE 

Customer Rating

SUPER 
COUPON

LIFETIME WARRANTY

Customer Rating
SAVE 
$230

$11999 11999

6.5 HP  (212 CC) OHV
HORIZONTAL SHAFT 

GAS ENGINE  

ITEM 69727 shown 
CALIFORNIA ONLY

ITEM   60363/69730  

SUPER
COUPON

COMPARE TO

HONDA
$32999

MODEL: GX200UT2QX2

$49
99

$7799 $7799

2500 LB. ELECTRIC WINCH WITH 
WIRELESS REMOTE CONTROL

ITEM  61840 /61297/63476/61258 shown

Voted Best Winches

SAVE 
$130

Customer Rating• Weighs 14.3 lbs.
• 11-1/8" L x 4-1/2" H

SUPER 
COUPONBattle Tested

COMPARE TO

SUPERWINCH
$17999

MODEL: 1125220

$99
99

$399

Customer Rating

$599 $599

 MECHANIC'S GLOVES 

SUPER 
COUPON

SAVE 
73%

ITEM 62434, 62426, 62433,
62432, 62429, 62428 shown

COMPARE TO

MECHANIX
$1499

MODEL: 5075800

COMPARE TO

KOBALT
$998

MODEL: 62742

$9999 $99$ 99

$799
9

Customer Rating

SAVE 
$120

 3-POINT QUICK HITCH  

ITEM  97214 

• 2000 lb. capacity 
• 27-3/16" 

Clearance

SUPER COUPON

COMPARE TO

BLAIN'S
$19999

MODEL: 10712

TYPE ITEM

CLAW 69006/60715/60714

RIP 69005/61262/47873
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Landmark of Faith

 I
f you attend services at Pine 
Grove Community Church  
in Watson, you had best be  
on time. The church’s unique 
design makes it impossible to 

sneak in unnoticed. 
Completed in 1896, the church’s 

interior was built to resemble a 
little theater that the architect and 
builder, Lucian Rumble, had seen 
on his travels. Parishioners walked 
from the entry at the front of the 
building along a central corridor, 
directly to the altar at the back of 
the building. Upon reaching the 

CHURCHES

Historic Pine Grove Community Church unites worshippers 
in fellowship and preservation. 

altar, they turned right or left to 
face the front of the building and 
walked up a steeply sloping floor 
toward a choir loft. 

First, Methodists held services  
in the church. Later, Mennonites 
worshipped and gathered children 
for vacation Bible school. Classes 
were held in the basement, in tents 
in the yard and in tiny rooms under 
the sloped seating area. As a child, 
I attended Sunday services and 
Bible school here. 

Unfortunately, the church was 
unoccupied for many years, so a 

group of neighbors of different 
faiths banded together to rescue it. 
The Pine Grove Community Church 
Preservation Society made many 
improvements. It’s been especially 
heartwarming to see the steeple 
standing straight atop the belfry 
and to hear the bell ringing again.  

Now a nondenominational house  
of worship, the building is listed on 
the National Register of Historic 
Places. Pine Grove hosts weddings, 
semiregular services and holiday 
events. It is a beloved landmark in 
our rural community.  

BY DONNA KOZICK  Glenfield, New York

Pine Grove 

Community 

Church

The seating was designed to 

resemble a theater. Parishioners 

walk along a corridor to reach 

seats on the sloped floor.



 

If you are one of the 48 million 
Americans suffering from hearing 
loss, we have great news for you. 
An innovative team of doctors 
and engineers have teamed up 
to create a truly revolutionary 
personal sound amplifier. It’s not 
a hearing aid– those require trips 
to the audiologist, hearing tests 
and can cost as much as $5,000. 
It’s also not a cheap amplifier 
that just makes everything 
louder, making it virtually 
impossible to hear conversations. 
It’s Perfect Choice HD UltraTM… 
and it may be the perfect 
solution for you.

Perfect Choice HD UltraTM is the 
first PSAP that features Dynamic 
Speech Optimization (DSO). 
This technology enables the 
device to prioritize the spoken 
word over other sounds. These 
noises are generally in different 
frequencies than voices, but 
they can drown out the words 
and make conversations hard 
to understand. This invention 
targets the frequencies of the 
human voice and amplifies the 
words. It’s even designed to 
diminish feedback even at higher 
volumes, so you can customize 
your hearing experience to 
meet your needs. Just imagine 
how great it will feel to be able 
to understand what people are 
saying… the first time they say it.

 That’s only the beginning. This 
unit is small and lightweight at 
less than an ounce, so it hides 
discreetly and comfortably 
behind your ear. The only way 
people will know you have it 
on is if you tell them. Plus, its 
moisture resistant coating make 
it durable– you could even leave 
it in when you take a shower! 
There’s no fitting or hearing test 
required, so it’s ready to use right  
out of the box. Once it’s arrived, 
a helpful product expert will 
provide a one-on-one set up  
over the phone so you’ll get  
the maximum benefit from this 
new technology. Call now, and 
you’ll find out for yourself why 
so many people love their Perfect 
Choice HD UltraTM. Call now,  
and be sure and ask about 
special discounts for Seniors  
and Military personnel.

Invention of the Year
PERSONAL SOUND AMPLIFICATION PRODUCT (PSAP)

IT’S NOT A HEARING AID

Perfect Choice HD Ultra™ is simple to use, hard to see and easy to afford… 

Understand what 

people are saying...  

the first time

Now you 
don’t

Now you see it...

Perfect Choice HD UltraTM  

is perfect for...
• Watching TV • Restaurants  
• Dinner parties • Lectures 

• Outdoor conversations • Sermons
…and other times where you 
need to turn up the volume

NEW
Dynamic  SpeechOptimization 

Perfect Choice HD Ultra is not a hearing aid. 
If you believe you need a hearing aid, please 

consult a physician.

Call now toll free

1-877-743-5226
Please mention promotional code 

107025.
1998 Ruffin Mill Road, Colonial Heights, VA  23834

81
18

4

Now With DSO!It’s Better
COMFORT

SOUND QUALITY

FITTING REQUIRED?

ONE-ON-ONE SETUP

SENIOR AND MILITARY DISCOUNTS

Less than 1 ounce

Excellent: Optimized for speech

No

Free

Yes



56     COUNTRY-MAGAZINE.COM     DECEMBER/JANUARY 2018

The Gift
of Petey  

 O
ur family had felt like 
something was miss-
ing since we lost our 
beloved dog, Annie.  
And so a few weeks 

before Christmas in 2012, I looked 
at our local Humane Society's 
website to see what dogs were up 
for adoption. 

I’m a vet tech, and I was careful 
about researching what kind of  
dog would be good for us. Plus my 
sister, Megan, was working at the 
shelter, so I knew she could give 
me the inside scoop.

I showed my mom, Kathy, two 
dogs online, and we decided that 
Petey, an 11-year-old pit bull mix, 
was worth checking into. 

However, I was disappointed 
when my dad, Dave, said no way  
to meeting Petey. Mom tried to talk 
him into it, but he wasn’t budging. 
Since I had moved back in with my 
parents at home, it was ultimately 
their decision.

Christmas came, and Dad left 
two gifts under the tree, one for  
my mom and one for me. At Dad’s 
urging, we opened them together. 
My gift was a red leash; Mom’s was 
a bag of dog food. 

At that moment, Megan and her 
boyfriend arrived, and Petey came 
bursting through the door with 
them, as happy as a dog could be. 
Mom and I were thrilled, and Dad 
was beaming.

ANIMAL TALES

Turns out Dad 
wasn’t the Scrooge 
I thought he was.

Turns out, Dad and I had the 
same idea at the same time, only 
neither of us knew it. He adopted 
Petey, and then found out later that 
night I was interested in the same 
dog. Dad somehow managed to 
keep his secret until Christmas.

Petey was a staff favorite at the 
shelter and was perfectly trained, 
but he had a cancerous tumor on 
his leg when we welcomed him 
into our family. After a successful 
operation, he can now play all day 
and run faster than I can. He loves 
to go on car rides. 

Our dog doesn’t have a mean 
bone in his body. Petey “smiles” at 
anyone who smiles at him. Those 

who meet him have to be careful of 
never-ending kisses.

Petey has been with me through 
some of the toughest times in my 
life. He sleeps beside my bed every 
night and wakes me up in the 
morning, ready to start the day. I 
can do anything with him and he 
just goes along without any fuss.

And how many dogs enjoy going 
to the vet? Not many, but Petey 
does! He goes to work with me 
often for baths and to hang out.

People tell me all the time what a 
great dog he is and how lucky he is 
to have us. But we are the lucky 
ones. Petey truly is the best dog a 
family could have. 

Petey brought joy 

to Jessica’s family. 

BY JESSICA POET  

Ridgley, Maryland

WORDS of  WISDOM  Wisdom comes more from living than from studying.
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Richest Family in Town

 I
grew up on a 50-acre farm  
in the small rural community 
of Catawissa, Missouri, as the 
sixth of seven children. My 
parents often noted during 

meals how everything on the table 
except the sugar and flour came 
from the land.

Besides running the farm, Dad 
was also a carpenter. In the fall of 
1970, he was working on a house 
when the ladder broke. His back 
was fractured in two places.

He stayed in the hospital for 
three weeks with his head and feet 
down, permitting his back to align 
correctly so the bones would fuse.

On Thanksgiving, Dad was still 
in the hospital. We always butch-
ered hogs the day after the holiday, 

GOOD NEIGHBORS

When my parents were in trouble at Christmas,  
their friends taught me the true value of kindness.   

and that year my uncle showed up 
with a couple of cousins to help my 
three older brothers prepare our 
year’s supply of pork.

After Dad returned home, he 
was in a back brace and unable to 
work. I was too young to realize 
our family had no money coming 
in as Christmas approached. 

One night we heard a car coming 
up the long driveway. Always alert 
to company, we kids were curious 
about who was visiting. 

Peggy Phelan was at the door, 
holding an envelope stuffed with 
money. She told my dad she had 
collected money in the community 
and was there to deliver it.

He tried to protest but Peggy 
would have none of it. I can still 

hear her saying, “Archie, whenever 
someone’s baler is broke, you bale 
their hay. Someone passes away, 
Altha is cooking. It’s our turn.”

That evening, this 6-year-old 
understood what being a good 
neighbor was, and that because 
her parents were good neighbors, 
their kindness would be returned.

I learned later that my mom’s 
sisters all “adopted” one of us kids 
to help with Christmas, and we 
received gift baskets from more 
than one organization. 

My parents were used to being 
the givers and not the receivers of 
such generosity. They had a bit of 
pride to swallow, but continued all 
of their lives to show us kids the 
value of kindness.  

Caring angels repaid my 

parents’ generosity by 

helping out on the farm. 

BY NINA SCHEPKER  Linn, Missouri

WORDS of  WISDOM  The sunrise never finds us where the sunset left us.
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Call for FREE DVD and Catalog!

    877-776-3514
DRfieldbrush.com

TOLL

FREE

NEW and IMPROVED
DR® Field and Brush Mowers

0RZ�¿�HOGV��EUXVK��
even saplings 
with never-
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for faster mowing!

NEW POWER STEERING 
for easier handling!

NEW LOW PRICES 
reduced up to $500!

ROUGH CUT & FINISH MOWERS— 
the most complete selection available.

NEW MODELS starting at $139999

20 HP, 
PRO MAX-34

SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY

Call or go online for details.

FREE SHIPPING
1 YEAR TRIAL

    877-776-3514
DRrediplow.com

Call today for FREE Buyers Guide!

TOLL

FREE

Tough Enough For Any Snowstorm!

Easy-On, Easy-Off 
Snow Plow
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Perfect for Homeowners!

Plow your own 
driveway and save!
Pays for itself quickly if you currently
hire a plow. Don’t struggle snow-
blowing your entire driveway…
give yourself a break with the 
DR® Redi-Plow™! 

For trucks 
and SUVs. 
Attaches to 
a front receiver 
hitch (included). 
Automatically engages when you drive 
forward and releases when you reverse. Works on 
gravel or pavement. Can be locked in travel position.

One pass and you’re free to go! Never be trapped waiting 
for a snow plow again. The DR® Redi-Plow™ is light enough for one person 
to handle. Clear your parking area, and a path to the barn with ease!

SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY

Call or go online for details.

FREE SHIPPING
1 YEAR TRIAL
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HUMOR

WORDS of  WISDOM  A task worth doing and friends worth having make life worthwhile.

’Twas an hour after dinner and full we all felt;
Grandpa and Dad had undone their belts.

Mom and I turned on the big football game
And tried to remember our team mascot’s name.

Out in the kitchen we heard such a clatter;
There the dog had found the turkey left on a platter.

Some of us rushed from the room with a frown.
Grandpa forgot his belt so his pants fell down.

The dog we all chased at a very hurried pace
As pieces of turkey were left all over the place.
In the dog’s mouth, the turkey was held high;

As I reached out I was able to save a thigh.

Stuffing was flung all over the floor
As the frightened dog ran for the little pet door.

Too big were the remnants of the holiday bird;
As the dog met the opening, a dull thump was heard.

A wing I grabbed after the dog fell,
The neck and a breast I was able to snag as well.

The dog sat up and started to beg,
But as I looked away he grabbed the turkey’s last leg.

Through the pet door our sneaky dog did fly;
As I picked up what remained I let out a sigh.
What was left of the bird was piled on a plate;

It was obvious we had gotten to the kitchen too late.

There were few leftovers, which made us sad,
All because of the dog who had been so bad.

There is only one thing left for me to do—
To wish Happy Holidays to all of you.  

BY MARK BUERSMEYER  Union, Missouri

While we relaxed in the living room,  
another family member raided the kitchen. 

The Turkey Snatcher



It’s a sad fact. Many people who have mobility 
issues and could benefit from a scooter aren’t able 
to use them away from home. Struggling to get 
it into a car or loading it onto a bumper-mounted 
lift just isn’t worth the effort. Now, there’s a better 
scooter, the Quingo® Flyte. It’s easy to use, even 
for one person, and requires no more effort than 
closing a car’s tailgate. Clever design enables it to  
fit into SUV’s, mini-vans, crossovers and hatchbacks.

Quingo® Flyte can load and unload itself in less 
than 60 seconds using an innovative ramp and 
a simple remote. The built-in guide rails can be 
installed in minutes and safely direct your scooter 
to ground level. 

This scooter provides 5-Wheel Anti-Tip Technology 
for stability, agility and comfort with its unique 
wheel configuration. The patented 5-wheel 
BumpmasterTM design by Quingo enables it to ride 
safely over a wide variety of surfaces. It uses 4 ultra 
slim powerful batteries providing a range of up to 
23 miles on a single charge.

The best selling auto-loading scooter in Europe 
is now available in the US! Don’t wait to take 
advantage of this exciting new technology, call 
today to find out more.

Introducing the Quingo® Flyte - the powerful, 
portable mobility scooter that you never  
have to lift.  Now featuring patented  
5-Wheel Anti-Tip Technology.

Winner of  
the 2015  

International  
Innovation  

Award

“For the first time in years I’ve been able 
to go with my granddaughters to the mall. 
A crowd gathers every time I unload my 
scooter from my car!” 

– Judi K, Exeter, CA

• Patented 5-Wheel StabilityTM by Quingo takes 
you almost anywhere.

• No dismantling or lifting of heavy scooter parts.

• Fits most SUV’s, mini-vans, crossovers 
and hatchbacks.

• Large motor + up to 350 pound capacity.

• Extra long range with BIG scooter performance.

• Won’t bounce around in your car– locks in place.

Only one scooter is this
powerful and portable

Available  
in portable,  
auto-loading and 
luxury models

© 2017 first STREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc. 83
71

5

featuring 5-Wheel Anti-Tip Technology   

Call now toll free for our lowest price
Shipping Included. 

1-877-815-6406
See it in action at www.QuingoUSA.com

Please mention code 107003 when ordering.

Finally... A scooter that loads 
itself in and out of your car.

Shipping 

Included

The best selling auto-loading scooter in Europe is now available in the US! 
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HOLLY, JOLLY CHRISTMAS 

I feed the deer around my 

home and continually take 

photos and videos of them. On 

this day, I was lucky to capture 

their festive winter frolicking.

TRUDY WHEELER   

Havelock, Ontario

Now That’s Funny!

Did you hear that Santa knows 
karate?  He has a black belt.

BRAD WESNER Simpsonville, South Carolina

Not So Hot Lunch

My grandson picked up his son, 

Graham, after work and asked 

him what he had for lunch.  

Graham said, “Cold.” Turns out, 

they had chili.

PAULINE NEDDO

Fairland, Indiana 

A Fresh Start 

On New Year’s Eve, 

I’ll join my friends  

to toast the days ahead.  

We’ll all stay up until it’s late,  

then eat a tasty spread. 

At midnight, though,  

I might just wish  

that I were home instead,  

sleeping very peacefully  

in my warm, cozy bed.

CAROLYN BOLZ

Riverside, California

One Day at a Time

While our great-granddaughters 

were getting ready for bed on 

Christmas Eve, Molly had a loose 

tooth that she wanted to pull. 

Addison said, “Don’t you 

dare pull that tooth out tonight 

because the Tooth Fairy wants 

to be with her family.” 

Molly waited until Christmas to 

pull her tooth. 

DOROTHY SCHENK 

Rupert, Idaho

Coming Soon

Mom and Dad told Julia, our 

granddaughter, that she was 

going to have a baby sister or 

brother. “It’s a secret and we 

don’t tell secrets,” they said.

In Sunday school class, Julia’s 

teacher asked if anyone had 

a prayer request. Julia said, “I 

don’t tell secrets, but it’s going 

to be born next summer.”

DAVID DAWDY

St. Marys, Ohio
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Strong demand is expected from dog lovers everywhere so act 
now to acquire your personalized crystal limited edition in two 
monthly installments of only $44.99, for a total of just $89.99*, 
backed by our 365-day money-back guarantee. Reply today, but 
send no money now. Simply return the Reservation Application 
and don’t forget to include the name for 
personalization (up to 10 characters)!

*For information on sales tax you may owe to your state, 
go to bradfordexchange.com/use-tax

©2017 BGE      01-23029-001-BIPL

www.bradfordexchange.com/dogheart

Favorite Dog Breeds Crystal Heart 
Personalized Clock

•  Beautiful crystal showcase of 
heartwarming dog art

•  Light-catching facets shimmer on 
both the crystal heart and the 22K 
gold banded crystal base

• Accurate quartz movement

•  Golden plaque is personalized FREE 
with your dear dog’s name

Shown larger than actual size of appr. 
4½" tall x 4½" wide.  Requires one 
standard watch battery (included).

Dachshund

Chihuahua

Pomeranian Pug Schnauzer

Shih TzuYorkie

Yellow Lab

Westie

Sheltie

Poodle Beagle

Bichon Frise Black Lab

Boston TerrierBoxer

Corgi

German Shepherd

Golden Retriever

Jack Russell Terrier

YOUR CHOICE 

OF 20 BREEDS

*Plus a total of $12.99 shipping and service per clock; see bradfordexchange.com
 Limited-edition presentation restricted to 95 fi ring days. Allow 4-8 weeks after initial payment for shipment.  
Sales subject to product availability and order acceptance. 

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City                                                            State                    Zip

Email (optional)

01-22135-050-R78601

9345 Mi lwaukee  Avenue  ·  Ni les ,  IL 60714-1393

RESERVATION APPLICATION                                SEND NO MONEY NOW

YES.  Please reserve the Favorite Dog Breeds Crystal Heart 
Personalized Clock for me with the breed and pet’s name 
indicated (up to 10 characters) at right. 
Limit: one per order. Please Respond Promptly

Pet’s 
Name:

Dog Breed:
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I Was Ma’s  
Favorite Kid

I
n most homes, holiday  
traditions include singing 
Christmas carols, watching 
A Charlie Brown Christmas or 
just having a large meal.

We did those things except for 
the singing, and that was a good 

TRADITIONS

My mother always made us feel  
extra special during the holidays. 

thing. But the tradition I loved 
most started the first Christmas 
after I moved out of my parents’ 
house. I was in my early 20s and 
ready to be on my own.

I was the youngest of six, and 
I’m sure it was difficult for my 

mom when her baby moved out. 
But if she was upset, she never let  
it show. She just said with a smile 
that if I needed to come back home 
there’d be a room waiting for me. 

Ma, as we called her, always 
bought five gifts for each child. 
Don’t ask me how my parents 
could afford it, but somehow they 
managed. That first Christmas on 
my own, Ma pulled me aside before 
the gifts were passed out and told 
me that she had made a mistake. 

“I bought you an extra gift,” she 
said. “Don’t say anything!” 

I figured, She buys for a lot of 

people. Who am I to complain  

that I got one gift more than my  

siblings? So I kept quiet. 
The next year she pulled me 

aside and told me she accidentally 
had bought me an extra gift again. 

She must have made another 
mistake. She wouldn’t treat one 
child better than the others. 

The next year Ma did it again. I 
was a little more special! It must’ve 
been because I’m the youngest.

This went on for years, even after 
I got married. I told my wife about 
it, and she couldn’t believe that my 
mother would favor one of her 
children over the others. 

Years later, talking to my sister, 
my wife discovered that I wasn’t 
the only favorite. It turns out that 
all six of us received an extra gift. 

It’s easy to feel overlooked in a 
large family. Ma wanted each of 
her children to feel a little special, 
and one extra gift did the trick. We 
were all her favorites. 

My mother, Marvel, passed away 
more than 10 years ago. None of 
the Christmas gifts I’ve received 
since will ever compare to the extra 
one I got each year.  

Though money was 

tight, Jay’s parents 

managed to get gifts 

for everyone. 

BY JAY INGERSON  Clayton, New York

WORDS of  WISDOM  If the grass looks greener on the other side of the fence, fertilize.



These statements have not been evaluated by the FDA.
This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.

Use as directed. Individual results may vary.
BetterMAN and BetterWOMAN are the trademarks of Interceuticals, Inc.

©2017 Interceuticals, Inc.

Frequent nighttime trips to the bathroom, 
embarrassing leaks and the inconvenience 
of constantly searching for rest rooms in 
public – for years, I struggled with bladder 
control problems. After trying expensive 
medications with horrible side effects, 
ineffective exercises and uncomfortable 
liners and pads, I was ready to resign 

myself to a life of bladder leaks, isolation and depression. 
But then I tried BetterWOMAN.

When I first saw the ad for BetterWOMAN, I was skeptical. 
So many products claim they can set you free from leaks, 
frequency and worry, only to deliver 
disappointment. When I finally tried 
BetterWOMAN, I found that it actually 
works! It changed my life. Even my 
friends have noticed that I’m a new 
person. And because it’s all natural, 
I can enjoy the results without the 
worry of dangerous side effects. Thanks 
to BetterWOMAN, I finally fought 
bladder control problems and I won!

Thanks to
BetterWOMAN, I’m

winning the battle for
Bladder Control.

ALL NATURAL
Clinically-Tested Herbal Supplement

• Reduces Bladder Leaks
• Reduces Bathroom Trips

• Sleep Better All Night
• Safe and Effective – No Known Side Effects

• Costs Less than Traditional Bladder Control Options
• Live Free of Worry, Embarrassment, 

and Inconvenience

You don’t have to let bladder control 
problems control you. Call now!

Call Now & Ask How To Get A

FREE BONUS BOTTLE
CALL TOLL-FREE 1-888-825-9809
or order online: www.BetterWOMANnow.com

Also Available: BetterMAN®

The 3-in-1 Formula Every Man Needs – Better BLADDER, 
Better PROSTATE, and Better STAMINA!
Order online at www.BetterMANnow.com.

Limited
Time
Offer

877-776-3514
DRleafvac.com
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Call for FREE DVD and Catalog! 

TOLL-FREE

FREE SHIPPING 1  Y E A R  T R I A L

SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY

World’s Most 
Powerful 

Leaf Vacuum...
at a New 

LOW PRICE!

Unload with just one hand!

Doubles as a utility trailer!

DR® LEAF VACUUMS have proven 

in laboratory testing to achieve 

the most vacuum power versus 

competitors. And now, our All-New 

PILOT Model combines this same 

amazing yard clean-up power with 

an equally amazing new price!

Now Starting 
at Just

$99999

with
FREE

SHIPPING

Rated #1 in Vacuum 
Power

Now at the Lowest 
Price Ever 

Converts to an 
All-Purpose Trailer

Stores Flat in 
Minutes



Snow Angels
LIFE IN FOCUS

Experience the wonder of the 
season through the eyes of a child. 

WHAT FUN IT IS TO RIDE

My daughter, Addy, is a 

true country girl who loves 

animals. In winter, she and 

our dogs are always eager 

to get out the sled.

SHERRY PEDERSON 

Homer, Alaska
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 SPECIAL DELIVERY

Our youngest son, Payton, 

was so excited to help 

bring the Christmas tree 

up to the house.

TRISHA GOETTLE 

Avon, Montana

WINTER VISITORS

My friend’s 

daughter, Malia, 

shared a sweet 

moment with 

Princess at her 

grandparents’ 

Wisconsin home.

WENDY LATUFF 

Hastings, 

Minnesota
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  HOLIDAY JOY

I took this picture of my kids (from left), 

Rylan, Caleb and Piper, for our Christmas 

card, My husband, Stewart, bought this 

1955 Chevrolet 3100 truck years ago with 

hopes of restoring it one day with the kids. 

NICOLE FRASCHT 

Mason City, Iowa

  YOU BETTER NOT POUT

My grandsons had different feelings about 

Santa. Kash (left) wasn’t happy to see the 

man in the red suit again, Acen (center) 

wanted no part of it, but Ryder smiled 

because he knows this jolly elf brings 

goodies on Christmas! 

MELISSA ZWEYGARDT 

St. Francis, Kansas
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“Cell phones have gotten so small, 

I can barely dial mine.”  Not the 

Jitterbug® Flip. It features a large keypad 

for easier dialing. It even has a larger 

display and a powerful, hearing aid 

compatible speaker, so it’s easy to  

see and conversations are clear.

“I had to get my son to program  

it.”  Your Jitterbug Flip setup process  

is simple. We’ll even program it with  

your favorite numbers.
  

“What if I don’t remember a number?”  

Friendly, helpful Personal Operators are 

available 24 hours a day and will even  

greet you by name when you call.

“I’d like a cell phone to use in an 

emergency.”  Now you can turn your 

phone into a personal safety device with 

5Star® Service. In any uncertain or unsafe 

situation, simply press the 5Star button to 

speak immediately with a highly-trained Urgent 

Response Agent who will confirm your location, 

evaluate your situation and get you the help you 

need, 24/7.

“My cell phone company wants to lock me in 

a two-year contract!”  Not with the Jitterbug Flip.  

There are no contracts to sign and no cancellation fees. 

“My phone’s battery only lasts a short time.”  Unlike 

most cell phones that need to be recharged every day, the 

Jitterbug Flip was designed with a long-lasting battery, so 

you won’t have to worry about running out of power.

“Many phones have features that 

are rarely needed and hard to use!”  

The Jitterbug Flip contains easy-to-use 

features that are meaningful to you.  A 

built-in camera makes it easy and fun  

for you to capture and share your 

favorite memories.  And a flashlight with 

a built-in magnifier helps you see in dimly 

lit areas. The Jitterbug Flip has all the 

features you need.
  

Enough talk. Isn’t it time you found 

out more about the cell phone that’s 

changing all the rules? Call now! Jitterbug 

product experts are standing by.

We proudly accept the following credit cards:

Call toll-free to get your 

Jitterbug Flip Cell Phone
Please mention promotional code 107026.

 1-877-654-4130  
www.JitterbugDirect.com

Order now and receive a

FREE Car Charger – a $25 value

for your Jitterbug Flip. Call now!

4
7
6
6
9

IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Jitterbug is owned by GreatCall, Inc. Your invoices will come from GreatCall. 1Monthly fees do not include government taxes or assessment surcharges and 

are subject to change. Plans and services may require purchase of a Jitterbug Flip and a one-time setup fee of $35. Coverage is not available everywhere. 5Star or 9-1-1 calls can only be made when cellular 

service is available. 5Star Service will be able to track an approximate location when your device is turned on, but we cannot guarantee an exact location. 2We will refund the full price of the Jitterbug 

phone and the activation fee (or setup fee) if it is returned within 30 days of purchase in like-new condition. We will also refund your first monthly service charge if you have less than 30 minutes of usage. 

If you have more than 30 minutes of usage, a per minute charge of 35 cents will be deducted from your refund for each minute over 30 minutes. You will be charged a $10 restocking fee. The shipping 

charges are not refundable. There are no additional fees to call GreatCall’s U.S.-based customer service. However, for calls to a Personal Operator in which a service is completed, you will be charged 

99 cents per call, and minutes will be deducted from your monthly rate plan balance equal to the length of the call and any call connected by the Personal Operator. Jitterbug, GreatCall and 5Star are 

registered trademarks of GreatCall, Inc. Copyright ©2017 GreatCall, Inc.  ©2017 firstSTREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc.

“My friends all hate their  

cell phones… I love mine!” 

Here’s why.
Say good-bye to everything you hate about cell phones.  Say hello to the Jitterbug Flip.

FREE 
Car Charger

Available in  
Red and Graphite.

Bi
gg

er

Bu
tt

on
s No

Contracts

Monthly Plan

Monthly Minutes

Personal Operator Assistance

Long Distance Calls

Voice Dial

Nationwide Coverage

30-Day Return Policy2

$14.99/mo1

200

24/7

No add’l charge

FREE

YES

YES

$19.99/mo1

600

24/7

No add’l charge

FREE

YES

YES

More minute plans and Health & Safety Packages available. 

Ask your Jitterbug expert for details.



BROTHERLY LOVE

We’ve adopted Keegan 

(left) and Christopher, and 

will soon add little brother 

Cooper. This was the first 

Christmas we all knew 

we’d be together forever, 

and they couldn’t wait to 

choose a tree.

CHERYL STORK 

Jonesborough, Tennessee
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The best walk-in tub just got better with breakthrough technology! Presenting the all new Safe Step 
Walk-In Tub featuring MicroSoothe.® An air system so revolutionary, it oxygenates, softens and 
exfoliates skin, turning your bath into a spa-like experience. Constructed and built right here in America for 
safety and durability from the ground up, and with more standard 
features than any other tub.

� Heated seat providing warmth from beginning to end

�  Carefully engineered hydro-massage jets strategically placed to 
target sore muscles and joints

�  High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive lifetime 
warranty on the entire tub

�  Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included at one low, 
affordable price

You’ll agree – there just isn’t a better, more affordable walk-in 
tub on the market. 

1-888-658-7857

Call today and receive exclusive savings of

$1500 OFF
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Call Toll-Free 1-888-658-7857

www.BuySafeStep.com

For your FREE information kit 

and DVD, and our Senior 

Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free

M
A

E IN THE U.S.A.

WITH PRIDE

Financing available 

with approved credit

CSLB 983603  F13000002885  13HV08744300

   N E W  &  I M P R O V E D :

Safety Never Felt 
                   So Good.

TM
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country-magazine.com/submit 
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material has been published before. 

However, your item may be selected  

to run in any section of our magazine,  

or elsewhere. 

3. We do not return submitted 

materials. Although we are unable to 

acknowledge receipt of a submission, 

we will let you know if it is published. 

4. We accept high-resolution digital 

images. Digital images should be about 

4x6 inches at a minimum resolution of 

300 dots per inch, or about 1200x1800 

pixels. Photos must be in focus and of 

good quality. Please send submissions 

only through our online form. 

5. If we print your submission in 

the magazine, we will send you a 

complimentary copy of the issue in 

which it appears, and any compensation 

as may be specified by us in writing. 

6. By submitting material to us, you 

grant RDA Enthusiast Brands, LLC, 

its affiliates, partners and licensees 

worldwide use of the material without 

time limitation, including the right to 
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in connection with any such use. We 

reserve the right to modify, reproduce 

and distribute your material in any 

medium (now or hereafter existing) and 

in any manner or appropriate place, 

including but not limited to magazines, 

promotional merchandise, and 

marketing and other related materials. 

By submitting material to us, you 

represent and warrant that you have full 

authority to grant the rights set forth 

above and that your material will not, in 

whole or in part, infringe the intellectual 

property rights, rights of privacy or 

publicity, or any other rights of any 

third party. You further represent and 

warrant that you have attained the legal 

age of majority in your state/province 

(18 in most states/provinces). If you’re 

a minor under the law of your state/

province, your parent or guardian must 

submit on your behalf.
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REPRINT REQUESTS

Write to permissions@tmbi.com  

to request permission to reprint any 

material from Country.

In each issue we hide a needle (black 

or white). If you find it, enter online at 

country-magazine.com by clicking the 

Contests link at the top of the page. 

We’ll draw winners from all the correct 

entries. Winners receive a one-year 

subscription to Country. In the October/

November issue, we hid the needle on 

page 48 near the barn. 

Hidden Needle Contest

No purchase necessary to enter to win. Purchase will 

not improve your chances of winning. Sweepstakes 

is open to legal residents age 18 years or older of 

the U.S., its territories and possessions. Sweepstakes 

begins on Nov. 17, 2017, and ends on Jan. 18, 2018. 

Visit country-magazine.com for official rules.  

VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. Sweepstakes sponsored  

by RDA Enthusiast Brands, LLC.

Did you guess…Leavenworth, 

Washington? The scene on pages 

38-39 is from the Bavarian-themed 

community’s holiday lights festival. 

Mystery Photo Answer
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Time for a Change
MY WIFE, DONNA, and I had been out of graduate 
school a couple of years when we could finally afford 
the Christmas gifts that our little girls really wanted. 
We told them they could make a list and let them look 
through some advertisements. But soon they were 
overcome by the commercialism of the season.

I found myself longing for those simple Christmases 
centered on family as the girls fretted more and more 
about what they wanted. It was time to do something 
about it, so Donna and I found a struggling family who 
had children who were the same ages as our girls. 

“This year,” I told my daughters, “we are going to 
give Christmas away. You will still get to choose some 
things, but they will be for a child your age who has 
greater needs than you.”

I was surprised at the eagerness my daughters 
showed for this. They spent even more time happily 
picking out presents: clothes, a nice coat and two toys. 
Donna and I bought warm clothes for the parents and 
a full Christmas dinner. We added a box of oranges 
and baskets of fruit and cookies.

REFLECTIONS

Simple gifts remind 

us of the reason  

for the season. 

On Christmas Eve, we loaded everything into our 
car and drove to the family’s apartment. Donna played 
Santa and took everything to the front door in three 
trips. We had our car windows open, and our little 
girls were listening intently. When they heard Donna’s 
loud knocking on the door and then her feet pounding 
down the stairs, they squealed with excitement. We 
heard a young woman’s voice call out, “Thank you.”

Donna and our girls yelled back, “You’re welcome!”
The next day we opened our few presents, played 

card games, built a snowman and went sledding. In 
the evening, I read stories to my daughters. We talked 
about how the Christmas season is about love, friends 
and family, just as it was two millennia ago when a 
baby became the newest member of a special family.

As we finished the stories, my daughters snuggled 
up in my arms. My oldest girl broke the silence. 
“Daddy, I want to give away Christmas again next 
year.” I replied, “Me, too.”  

DARIS HOWARD

St. Anthony, Idaho
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Thoughtfully designed 
to be easy to use

No contracts 
to sign, ever

Keep your current 
phone number

Why the Jitterbug Smart is your best choice for a new smartphone:

No hidden 
monthly fees

Award-winning, U.S.-based 
customer service and tech support

No contracts
No cancellation fees

Finally, a simple smartphone. 

Plans with
data as low as 

$1748
2

The all-new Jitterbug® Smart is the simple smartphone with our biggest 
screen ever, now with our exclusive health and safety apps.

EASY The Jitterbug Smart is designed to be easy to 
use from the moment you turn it on. A new, 35% 
bigger screen makes it even easier to stay connected. 
Everything you want to do, from texting and taking 
pictures, to emailing and browsing the Internet, is 
organized in a single list on one screen with large, legible letters. This 
simplified approach takes the guesswork out of using a smartphone 
and puts everything right at your fingertips.

SMART The Jitterbug Smart has an ultra-modern look and has been 
specially designed with GreatCall’s signature simplicity. New Voice 
Typing, combined with a bigger 5.5-inch screen, makes writing emails 
and texts effortless. Turn your Jitterbug Smart into a personal safety 
device with GreatCall’s award-winning health and safety apps, like 5Star®. 
In any uncertain or unsafe situation, simply press the button and a 
highly-trained Urgent Response Agent will confirm your location, 
evaluate your situation and get you the help you need, 24/7.

AFFORDABLE Other companies make you pay high monthly fees for 
expensive phones, while GreatCall® provides quality phones at a 
surprisingly affordable price. With a variety of data plans starting as low 
as $249 per month, you’re able to choose the one that works best for you. 
Compared to other cell phone companies, you could save over $300 per 
year, making the Jitterbug Smart phone plans the most affordable on 
the market. And for a limited time, save 25% for the holidays.

And a FREE Car Charger

Makes a Great Gift

125% off device applies only to MSRP of $14999 and is only valid for new customers or new lines of service. Sale price in stores may vary. This promotional discount does not apply to prices below MSRP. Offer valid 
through 12/30/17. 2Monthly fees do not include government taxes or assessment surcharges and are subject to change. Plans and services may require purchase of a GreatCall device and a one-time setup fee of $35. 
$300 savings calculation based on market leaders’ lowest available monthly published fees. Coverage is not available everywhere. 5Star or 9-1-1 calls can only be made when cellular service is available. 5Star Service will 
be able to track an approximate location when your device is turned on and connected to the network, but we cannot guarantee an exact location. Car charger will be mailed to customer after the device is activated. 
Jitterbug, GreatCall and 5Star are registered trademarks of GreatCall, Inc. Copyright ©2017 GreatCall, Inc.

Powered by the nation’s largest and most 

dependable wireless network.

NO CONTRACTS
No cancellation fees

To order or learn more, call 

1-866-932-6527

or visit us at 

greatcall.com/Country



GOD BLESS AMERICA

“Nature is full of genius, 
full of the divinity; so that 
not a snowflake escapes  
its fashioning hand.”

HENRY DAVID THOREAU


