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Our Andy King seems to know everyone, and not just on the woodworking circuit
either. Send him to Silverstone and he’s in the pit lane saying hi to Top Gear’s The
Stig who lives in the same neck of the woods as Andy - the lengths manufacturers
will go to get our attention! Well, the lure of some super-fast cars got Andy’s
pulses racing, but it says something for the quality of DeWalt kit that he was
equally excited to get a preview of the machines to be launched in the next few
months, p58. He is equally lavish in praise of the new Bosch router, p16, and two
Metabo combis, p26, giving them the full five stars. The mathematicians among
you will rail at Mark Griffiths’ neo-Fibonacci approach to his spiral table, p36, |eff
Segal makes a curved oak desk, p42, Phil Davy solves a baffling TV problem, p73,
and Les Thorne turns a pair of balls, p80. | also visit Les in his Hampshire workshop
and find out what fires his passion, p46. Meanwhile, for all of you who fancy
earning a bob or two from your skills, Michael Forster starts a mini series on craft
fairs, p52, starting with preparation for setup.
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5-star router 16

It takes a lot to impress Andy but this innovative
router from Bosch ticks all of his boxes
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Michael Forster kept a journal recording his first
year on the craft circuit. He passes on top tips
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Shaping the base of his standard lamp Jeff Gorman
gladly turns to rarely used tools

Shell shock 36
Mark Griffiths says that rather than be absolutely
mathematical, with curves it is better to go by eye

Curved oak desk 42

A desk designed with a gentle curve puts everything
within reach. Jeff Segal shows you how

Mythical beast 60

Peter Berry goes into deeper relief showing you how
to carve a gryphon

TV baffle 74

Phil Davy turns the sound down on a TV by building a
useful shelving unit

Ball boy 80

Les Thorne turns a pair of spheres that can be used for
games playing or ornament

Techniques

Argon in an aerosol? 30
Dave Roberts debates extending life of finishes and
gens up on sandpapers

Specialised tools 32
Jeff Gorman tells you why he turns to certain normally
hardly used tools for shaping

Symptoms & diagnosis 34
Stephen Simmons says with restoration you often
have to look further than is immediately apparent
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Les Thorne displays his bowls and pepper mills and
talks to Andrea Hargreaves
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Michael Forster tells you how to choose venues and
what you have to do to exhibit
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Andy finds some top kit awaiting review among the
Ferraris and Nissans
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Clarke
4" BELT/
6" DISC
SANDER

# Dust extraction
facility

# 4" x 36" belt tilts
& locks 0-90°

* 225mm x 160mm
table, tilts 0-90°

* 370w, 230v motor

Clarke

* 5" dia. circular
sanding disc runs at

2,800rpm

* 1" x 30" sanding

| 'g’wsmsros |

Iy

WHERE QUALITY '“——
COSTS LESS i

1" BELT & 5"
DISC SANDER

RANDOM
ORBITAL
SANDERS

INC 6 DISCS
2

belt operates at 13.5

metres/sec.

£71 I-H%.?I'H

GClarke

) SHEET SANDERS

FROM ONLY

£4 7t

CON300

= 3
gt « 125mm
diameter

sanding discs
= 4000-11000 opm

larke

C0S200 190X90mm 150w £14.99 E£17.99
CON300 230X115mm 330w £29.98 £35.98
ita 112X102mm 200w £56.99 £68.39

Clarke povertalL Jigs

= Simple, easy to set up & use for producing
a variety of joints » Cuts work pieces with a
thickness of 8-32mm » Includes a 1/2" comb
template guide & holes for bench mounting
Router not included

CDTJ24

MODEL SIZE

* For sanding
& polishing LR _J

Bosch PHO20-82 680w
Bosch GH026-82 710w 2.6mm £129.98 £155.98

£59itin

» For fast removal of paint
or for fine swirl free finishing
* 6 x 150mm diameter sanding discs

RANDOM ORBITAL
SANDERS

= Top mounted cable to
keep clear of working
surface * Two handles
for increased

contral = Input

power: 1200w

= Belt size:
100x610mm

= Belt speed

ABOM/min

INC 5 DISCS
ﬂaal'uul':ﬁm

ROTARY TOOL
KIT

POWER
PLANER

CRT40

£32ic
Kit includes:

* Height adjustable stand with clamp » Rotary tool
# 1m flexible drive = 40x accessories/consumables

ﬁlill‘l MULTI FUNCTION

INPUT DEPTH EX VAT INC VAT
POWER OF GUT
650w 2mm
1020w 3mm

£24.99 £29.99
E36.99 £44.39
£64.99

Zmm E77.99

TOOL WITH
= Great for sawing, cutting, sanding, polishing,

EX VAT
£59.98
£89.98

INC VAT
£71.98
£107.98

COTJ12
DTJ24

300mm
600mm

FROM ONLY
£35:t%

» Parallel action arm design

produces quick, accurate

cuts in wood and plastic

= 50mm cutting depth = Flexible drive kit for
additional grinding, polishing & sanding

Clarke BS1 900w 380 £29.98 £35.98

GClarke

WITH FLEXI
DRIVE AND
WORKLAMP &

ACCESSORY KIT
chiselling & much more

* 230-240v, 250w motor
= Variable speed
15,000 - 21,000
strokes/min

|
44 B

'\ CMFT250
a - BISCUIT
.|‘|‘Il‘kl JOINTERS

= 10,000rpm no load speed
* B00w motor
* 16mm max

16" VARIABLE
SPEED SCROLL SAW

-

Clarke CBS2 1200w 480 £69.98 £83.98
[Makita 9911 650w 75-270 £94.99 £113.99

= Includes guide holes and bench dogs = 2 planers etc.

heavy duty vices = Large drawer for tool storage
= Dims: LxWxH 1520x620x855mm
7 e

Clarke BOLTLESS
- 1 SHELVING BENCHES
¥ ]

S

GClarke

= For use with bigger
woodworking
machines inc. saws,

= Variable output
power to match HP
of motor to be run

ROTARY PHASE
CONVERTERS ALSD
AVAILABLE

CONVERT 230V
1PH TO 400V 3PH

STATIC PHASE . o0 deptr igg

CONVERTERS
e —

=

L]
Uiy

Clarke 757 e,
QUICK RELEASE
ALUMINIUM SASH CRAMPS

FROM ONLY .

|

w

FUSE EX VAT INC VAT

SIZE EX. VAT INC. VAT
600mm £6.99 £8.39
900mm £7.99 £9.59
1200mm__£9.98 £11.98

Clarke PLANERS &
THICKNESSERS

CPT800

» Simple fast assembly

in minutes using only a

hammer NI
taslﬂiﬁrﬂ

QUANTITY
DISCOUNTS
SAVE 10%

WHEN YOU BUY ANY
5 PRODUCTS FROM
THIS RANGE*

Lol

-

* Ideal for DIY & Hobby
use *Dual purpose, for
both finishing & sizing
of timber

“Max planing width 152mm

CHOIGE OF 5 COLOURS

LILIL B

RED, BLUE, BLACK,
" SILVER & GALVANISED
STEEL

(evenly

distributed) |

Strong 9mm

fibreboard
PER SHELF 5|

PER SHELF

' MODEL MOTOR MAX THICK.

MODEL SHELF DIMS CAPACITY

WxDxH({mm]) EX VAT INC VAT
150Kg B00x300x1500 £29.98 £35.98
350Kg  900x400x1800 £49.98 £59.98

(evenly
distributed)
Strong 12 mm
fibreboard
shelves

P-6 1100w
PT600 1250w
PT800 1250w

. £139.98 £167.98
120mm E179.98 £215.98
120mm _£199.98 £239.98

; S -

NATIONWIDE

&l CTS10D 1500w 254mm

PURPOSE
TABLE SAWS

FURY 5 ONLY
*:2 03&%%

MAX TABLE

DEPTHCUT SIZE (mnm) VAT VAT
& %0

URY5® 54mm 73mm 625x444 £169.96 £203.98
RAGEST 55mm _ 79mm_868x656 £279.96 £335.98

*FURY power: 1500w (110V available)
TRAGE power; 1800w/230V
table extensions included

Clarke
13" MINI

WOOD &2
LATHE | |

o

L |

-
P

MODEL EX INC

% 1555

E

Sty

= |deal for CWL325V ~

enthusiasts/
hobbyists with small
workshops * 325mm distance

between centres = 200mm max. turning
capacity (dia) « 0.2Hp motor

= Powerful heavy duty machine ideal for trade
use = Variable speed control from 7,400-21,
600 rpm = 2100w motor = 0-60mm plunge
depth 1800w CR3 Router with 15 Piece

Bit Set also available only £94.99 £113.99

GClarkie ROUTER TABLE

Router not
included

“56:1

\
CRT-1

*86:'

= Converts your router into
a stationary router table = Suitable for most
routers (up to 155mm dia. Base plate)

m&gNAILERS &

A range of pmfessiusngl.APLEH
DUOD 50

Nailers from

Tac-Wise g
F22:%0
26

MODEL TYPE

oy

NAIL 3 INC
SIZE VAT VAT
40EL Nail/Staple 10-15mm £22.99 £27.59
181EL Nail 10-35mm £54.99 £65.99
DUD 50 Nail/Staple 15-30mm £119.00 £142.80
A00EL Mail  15-40mm £99.98 £119.98
DUO 35 Nail/Staple 15-30mm £79.98 £95.98

LEG STANDS AVAILABLE
FOR CT511 & CTS10D
£22.99 EX VAT
E27.59 INC vaT

FROM ONLY |
83w

INCLUDES LEFT
& RIGHT TABLE

E69.98 £B3.98
£139.98 £167.98
£149.98 £179.98

TSB00E 600w 200mm
CTS11* 1500w 254mm

INC
VAT

MODEL MOTOR MAX CUT BLADE EX
90°/45°BORE DIA. VAT

W)
1200
1400

ERT1400G Router

= 1400w power input
= 14,000-31,500rpm
» 1" &3s" collet
capacity

0-50
0-55

£39.98 £47.98
£99.98 £119.98

0-50 E149.98 £179.98

ROUTER & TABLE

: 3 .98
» Table dims

l“
with extensions 4191t

355mm x 1010mm = Mitre gauge
* Adjustable blade guard

Inl-!.!u!tl

= BOSCH

Pererer Touls

JIGSAWS

-
“DIY #Professional

POWER DEPTH
(W) OFCuUT

larke CJS380° 420w 55/6mm £14.99 £17.99
larke CON750% 750w 80/10mm £29.98 £35.98
B & DKS600° 450w 60/5mm £33.99 £40.79
Bosch PST700° 500w _70/4mm  £49.98 £59.98

Clarke
WOODWORKING
LATHES

'-'hrhﬁ_

= _FROM ONLY
-
£467i%

INC .
var [ | [MoDEL caT
L1000 1016
1120940

3
VAT

—
= g,
SEE CATALOGUE
FOR ACCESSORIES

RE TO TURNING TURNING EX
mm) CAP.

3 PCE CHISEL SET
INCLUDED WITH
CWL1000

CWL1000

H

INC ¥ FROM ONLY

SPEEDS VAT VAT

4 £114.99 £137.990k 2L
5 £199.08 £230 96 K< ¥ £
21241

350mm
305mm




FROM IlIH.‘I'

Clarke
MORTISING

MACHINE o | 73n AT
= Accurately creates deep

square recesses

= Table size 150 x 340mm

* Maximum chisel cap.76mm

« Robust cast iron base &

column ensures stability & CBM1B

accuracy
MODEL DEPTH EX. VAT INC. VAT
OF CUT

larke CBM1B  95mm £144.99 £173.99
Record RPM75 76mm £149.98 £179.98

CHISELS AVAILABLE FROM ©
£7.99 EX VAT £9.59 INC VAT

Clarke 2, SNEACTORS T Clarkpe scroLL saws

INDUCTION
MOTOR .
" B
E i &
= 1600w mot
£2309% | B 31530mm

A CcCS12

_—

i

L visit machinemart.co.uk

=1 213,000 NIEW

—
L]

ik

CSS16V
FHOM ONLY

627
“'7 5lﬁl‘:'.1’w

*120w, 230v
mator ® S0mm

max cut thickness
« 400-1,700rpm variable
speed » Air-blower removes dust from cutting area

MOTOR SPEED

MODEL

— INCLUDING

SPECIALIST PRODUCTS

WEW CLICK &
COLLECT

‘

\:

EX VAT INC VAT

GClarke
Jdarke
s

DUST EXTRACTOR/
CHIP COLLECTORS

] PRODUCTS CATALOGUE
tra

over

600,

PRICE CUTS &
NEW PRODUCTS

Honeywell
2.5KW STEEL

FROM ONLY

£155i%%

* 56 litre bag capacity
= Flow rate of 850M3/h

BODIED
ELECTRIC
FAN
HEATER

= Thermostat

« Qverheating
protection

= Adjustable heat

.
METABD

CZ2104E

GET

YOUR
FREE
GOPY
NOW!

* INSTORE
e ONLINE
CACASA & PHONE

wewrasovers ll 0314 880 1265

QUALITY CAST
IRON STOVES

= Powerful
750w motor

output » Safequard
tip-over switching

18 GREAT

£ blade / bore diameter
286:: . 4 B 90mm max cut depth at 903 R
u.I.I“. WOODWORKING
r

£84.99 £101.99

MODEL MOTOR FLOW BAG EX VAT INC VAT
RATE _ CAP.

COE35B 750w 850 M3/h 56Lirs £129.98 £155.98

DETB 750w _ 850 M3/h 114Lirs £139.98 £167.98

STYLES

[
v AVAILABLE

85w
120w 400-1700

CS5S16V
PORTABLE

GClarke Thicknesser

L R — GClarke sanpsaws

capacity 130mm g FROM ONLY

I:Iall'ku'

DUST  CDE1000

EXTRACTOR
* 50 litre tank capacity

FROM IZII'lL‘Ir

MODEL  HEAT

QUTPUT EX VAT INC VAT

MOUNTING  JAW
(WIDTH/OPENING
EX VAT INC VAT
£1349 £16.19

£16.99 £20.39

£18.99 £22.79
£24.99 £29.99

WHETSTONE
Clarke syarpener

* Produces accurate
razor sharp cutting
edges on chisels,
sCissors, tools efc

» 120w motor

* Grinding disc dims:
200mm dia x 40mm
% 12mm bore

= Wet bath R
€ 1 3 1 I-llgﬂa'i'.ﬂ.T

TURBO AIR
ITIEISIBF COMPRESSORS

. Superh range ideal ’

for DIY, hobby & semi- |

professional use
BIG ZHP
7.8CFM

CLARKE 8MM

= Planing depths

adjustable
from 0-2.5mm
= Powerful
1250w motor
* 8000rpm
no-load speed

£215:%

Clarke
= Anfi-slip Fﬂ.

=

FOLDING SAW

PER PAIR |
t35ﬁ?ﬂ%ﬂ

BS190

larke

B5250
DeWalt
DWET6

Floor

-
MODEL MOUNT MOTOR THROAT EX VAT INC VAT
larke Bench 350w 190mm £119.98 £143.98

370w 245mm £179.98 £215.98

Floor 1000w 315mm £499.00 £598.80

GClarke

CORDLESS

PSR18

DRILL/DRIVERS

= BOSCH

Peversr Todls

HUGE CHOICE
IN-STORE

MODEL

VOLTS BATTS EX VAT INC VAT

FROM ONLY
36:7
440

y 1000M VARIABLE
SPEED WOOD LATHE

350mm turning
capacity; great for producing
stair spindles, balusters, table

and chair legs etc. = Lockable

18v
2dv
18v

tailstock = High quality cast iron build

* 183 m’/h flow rate
* 1100W input

wattage

OTHER MODELS
AVAILABLE

= Tables tilt 0-45°
left & right

« Depth gauge

= Chuck guards
B=Bench mounted
F=Floor standing

FROM DNLY

690
83l

MITRE SA
STAND - CUTS1

I:Iall'lm

£ T » Suitable for
most sizes/ .
92 makes of saw
. = Inc. outriggers
' & rollers

DRILL/DRIVERS

» 10mm chuck size

= 2 Speed, Variable

control - 0-350/0-1250rpm
» 21 torque settings

FROM ONLY z 5

69
EATY

Eaaﬂr"ifﬂ

MODEL BATTERI
2 x Ni-Cd £69.98
2 x Li-lon £89.98

ON18Ni
ON18Li

BENCH GRINDERS
& STANDS

INC VAT
£83.98
£107.98

GClarke

= Stands come complete with bolt mountings
and feet anchor holes
STAND AVAILABLE FROM ONLY
£41.99 EX.VAT EEﬂ.JH INC.VAT
FROM unt‘r !

£33t
CBGBW features 8"
whetstone &
6"drystone.

# With sanding belt

- [
'Ul'll!'!_ !rl n

VAC WET & DRY MODEL  DUTY

AIR HOSE

FROM ONLY
£5.99 EX vAT
E7.19 INC VAT,

FROM nnu
HUGE CHOICE
OF STAPLE AND

naiL guns | =95t
AVAILABLE

shmgeol TSR

KING VACUUM CLEANERS

q‘ . ”'-I"'.. FROM l.'I‘IIL"F
Earle

= A range of

FROM DHL‘I’ 3

Esglﬂﬂ WAT

!:5 7 INC.NAT
. 55 i
Stainless

performance wet Steel

& dry vacuum

cleaners for use

10" SLIDING MITRE A :

SAW ON BASE

= For easy, precise and
smooth cutting of wood
parts » Carbide tipped™=
saw blade

- * Rotating table for
precise angle cuts
ranging between -52°

6" BENCH GRINDER

lﬂlll‘ll! WITH SANDING BELT

MOTOR CFM TANK EX VAT INC VAT ETSIOTRUTRTTES and +60°

24itr £79.98 £95.98 @ workshop, garage
24itr £109.98 £131.98 @elc.

24itr £114.99 £137.99
24itr £119.98 £143.98 [ LUV 1SS
50ltr £139.98 £167.98

50itr £159.98 £191.98

S0itr £149.98 £179.98

150itr £419.00 £502.80

$ was £155.98 inc.VAT t was £203.98 inc.VAT

saws and blades available

MODEL BLADEDIA MAXCUT EX VAT INC. VAT
BORE (mm) DEPTH/CROSS

BT-M52112 210/30  55/120mm £49.98 £59.98

ury3 210/254 60/200mm £119.98 £143.98

larke 254/30  78/340mm £129.98 £155.98

75/300mm £169.98 £203.98

« W NeForsanding/shaping
RT-SM430U e wood, plastic . 7 "59%:
"Includes & metal

= Supplied
with coarse
grinding wheel

MOTOR CAPACITY EX.

WET/DRY VAT
1250W 16/12itr £47.99
1000W 13.5M121r £56.99

BLADE MAX.DEPTH EX INC
DIA./BORE OFCUT VAT VAT
65mm £159.98 £191.98

7omm £219.98 £263.98

M51052
volution 255/25.4

Rage 3
akita 260/30

95/130mm E£199.98 £239.98 with tool rest, eye

# was £191.98 inc.VAT

VISIT YOUR LOCAL supsnsons

BARNSLEY Pontefract Rd, Barnsley, S71 1EZ
B'HAM GREAT BARR 4 Birmingham Rd.

B’HAM HAY MILLS 1152 Coventry Rd, Hay Mills
BOLTON 1 Thynne St. BL3 6BD

BRADFORD 105-107 Manningham Lane. BD1 3BN

BRIGHTON 123 Lewes Rd. BNZ 30B

BRISTOL 1-3 Church Rd, Lawrence Hill. BS5 9JJ

BURTON UPON TRENT 12a Lichfield St. DE14 302

01226 732297
0121 358 7977
0121 7713433
01204 365799
01274 390962
01273 915999

0117 935 1060

01283 564 708

CAMBRIDGE 151-183 Histon Road, Cambridge. CB4 3HL 01223 322675

BAHI]IFF 44 46 City REI GF:?_‘-'-I 3DN

HELTEHH&M* B4 Fairview F-‘uad GL52 2EH
CHESTER 43-45 St. James Streat. CH1 3EY
COLCHESTER 4 Morth Station Rd. CO1 1RE
COVENTRY Bishop St. CWV1 1HT
GCROYDON 423-427 Brighton Rd. Sth Croydon
DARLINGTON 214 Northgate. DL1 1RB
DEAL (KENT) 182-186 High St. CT14 6BQ
DERBY Derwent 5t. DE1 2ED
DONCASTER Wheatley Hall Road
DUNDEE 24-26 Trades Lane. DD1 3ET

DINBURGH 163-171 Piersfield Terrace

029 Eﬂdﬁ 5424

01242 514 -II-GZ
01244 311258
01206 762831
024 T622 4227
020 8763 0640
01325 380 841
01304 373 434
01332 290 931
01302 245 999
01382 225 140
0131 659 5919

XETER* 16 Trusham Rd. EX2 BOG
GATESHEAD 50 Lobley Hill Rd. NES 4XA
GLASGOW 280 Gt Western Rd. G4 9EJ
GLOUCESTER 2214 Barton St. GL1 4HY
GRIMSBY ELLIS WAY, DN32 9BD
HULL 8-10 Holderness Rd. HUS 1EG
ILFORD 746-748 Eastern Ave, 1G2 THU

IPSWICH Unit 1 Ipswich Trade Centre, Commercial Road

LEEDS 227-229 Kirkstall Rd. LS4 2AS
LEICESTER 69 Melton Rd. LE4 6PN

LINCOLN Unit 5. The Pelham Centre. LN5S BHG
LIVERPOOL 80-88 London Rd. L3 SNF

LONDON CATFORD 289/291 Southend Lane SE6 3RS

LONDON 6 Kendal Parade, Edmonton N18
LONDON 503- 50? Lea Bndge Rd. Leymn E10

MAIDSTONE 57 Upper Stane Si ME15 EHE

01392 256 744
0191 493 2520
0141 332 9231
01452 417 948
01472 354435
01482 223161

0208 518 4286

01473 221253
0113 231 0400
0116 261 D688
01522 543 036
0151 709 4484
0208 695 5684

D1532 TEB 'ﬂﬁi]

MANCHESTER ALTRINCHAM 71 Manchester Rd. Altrincham 0161 9412 666

MANCHESTER OPENSHAW Unit 5, Tower Mill. Ashton Old Rd 0161 223 8376

MANSFIELD 169 Chesterfield Rd. South

MIDDLESBROUGH Mandale Triangle, Thornaby
Minimum call charges from a BT landline are Sp/min to 0844. Calls from mobiles and other networks may vary.

01623 622160
D1642 677881

OPEN MON-FRI 8.30-6.00,
SAT 8.30-5.30, SUN 10.00-4.00

shield & wheel guard

NORWICH 282a Heigham St. NR2 4L7
NOTTINGHAM 211 Lower Parliament 5t.
PETERBOROUGH 417 Lincoln Rd. Millfield
PLYMOUTH 58-64 Embankment Rd. PL4 9HY
POOLE 137-139 Bournemouth Rd. Parkstone
PORTSMOUTH 277-283 Copnar Rd. Copnor
PRESTON 53 Blackpool Rd. PR2 6BU
SHEFFIELD 453 London Rd. Heeley. 52 4HJ
SIDCUP 13 Blackfen Parade, Blackfen Rd
SOUTHAMPTON 516-518 Portswood Rd.
SOUTHEND 1139-1141 London Rd. Leigh on Sea
STOKE-ON-TRENT 382-396 Waterloo Rd. Hanley
SUNDERLAND 13-15 Ryhope Rd. Grangetown
SWANSEA 7 Samlet Rd. Llansamlet. SA7 9AG
SWINDON 21 Victoria Rd. SN1 3AW
TWICKENHAM 83-85 Heath Rd.TW1 4AW
WARRINGTON Unit 3, Hawley's Trade Pk.

WIGAN 2 Harrison Street, WNS QAL
WOLVERHAMPTON FParkfield Rd. Bilston
WORCESTER 48a Upper Tything. WR1 1JZ

“NEW STORES

01603 766402
0115 956 1811
01733 11770
01752 254050
01202 717913
023 9265 4777
01772 703263
0114 258 0831
0208 3042069
023 8055 7788
01702 483 742
01782 287321
0191 510 8773
01792 792969
01793 491717
020 8892 9117
01925 630 937
01942 323 785
01902 494186
01905 723451

OPEN 7 DAYS
3 EASY WAYS T0 BUY...

IN-STORE
64 SUPERSTORES

ONLINE
www.machinemart.co.uk

MAIL ORDER
0115 956 5555

CLICK &
COLLECT

For security reasons, calls may be monitored. All prices correct at time of going to press. We reserve the right to change products and prices at any time. All offers subject to availability, E&0E.
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Comment, insight, views and news of
woodworkers from around the globe

Summer school E w

= summer school

be making this
chest with
hand tools...

The New English Workshop (NEW) is holding a summer school that
...to take kit is designed to draw attention to the many skills that are dwindling
like this from college curriculums and promote the craft of furniture making
in the best way possible, by building an entire tool chest using only
hand tools.

The New English Workshop is a partnership of professionals and
enthusiasts passionate about preserving the craft. As well as seeking
to promote and encourage the use of traditional methods of
working its member are focused on providing training and education
to the highest standard for likeminded people.

So in July it will be bringing the renowned woodworker, hand tool
user and writer Christopher Schwarz to the UK to head up an
intensive 5-day course to build from scratch the Anarchist’s Tool
Chest from his book of the same name.

Warwickshire College

The summer school will be held at Warwickshire College in Royal
Leamington Spa. The course has room for 18 students of whom
some may be students already attending the college, who may be
given a place on the course for nothing. On completion of the
course Chris has kindly agreed to donate the tool chest he will be
building to raise money for the college.

For those who don’t have a whole week to spare there is also a
2-day workshop to make the equally attractive Dutch Travelling Tool
Chest that Chris has made equally well known through his research.
This course will have room for a further 18 students.

Of course a tool chest is of no use without tools to fill it! So NEW
is making sure Chris’s completed chest will be filled with quality
items from makers and vendors. The chest and its contents are to be
sold at auction with the entire proceeds donated to the college to
make a contribution towards the work it is doing with some of the
upcoming young woodworkers in the UK.

Signing up

For those interested in signing up, NEW can be contacted via its
website at: http://newenglishworkshop.co.uk,

via email at info@newenglishworkshop.co.uk,

or by telephone on the following numbers: Paul on 07588 774999,
Derek on 07768 715991 or on 01453 883207.

8 GW276 February 2014 www.getwoodworking.com
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The traditional double bow goes contemporary...  ...as does this armchair James’ settee can be made from plans...

Windsor chair plans online

Professional Windsor chair maker and teacher James Mursell is selling Former fruit grower

plans at www.windsorchairplans.com. James, who made his first lames Mursell made his first Windsor chair on a course with Jack Hill at
Windsor chair in 1996, says that often new chair makers leave the craft West Dean College. He also took a course with Mike Dunbar in 1998. At
because they do not know what to make next. He hopes that the the time James was a commercial fruit grower, but in 2001 he closed
growing number of chairs on the new site will inspire aspiring makersto  down his farm to concentrate full-time on making Windsor chairs.
make an increasing number of Windsors. He made chairs to commission for several years, selling through
Plans are available in two forms: PDF digital downloads and shows and galleries until West Dean College asked him to
as full-size hard-copy prints mailed to your address. The PDFs — run a chair-making course, following

the retirement of Jack Hill. He

enjoyed the teaching so much that he

adapted his small workshop so that
he could run courses from home, this
becoming The Windsor Workshop.

In 2006, with greater demand for
courses than he could satisfy, he
converted a barn into a purpose-built
teaching workshop capable of taking
six students with ease. Courses are run
throughout the year, both as 5-day
courses to make a chair and 2-day
courses to make a stool.

In 2009 James wrote Windsor
Chairmaking (published by Crowood
Press). This well-illustrated hardback
book has chapters on history, tools and
materials, techniques, lessons from an
old chair, and design.

come in two forms: either as scale drawings for printing at
home (A4 size), or as full-size plans for printing at Ao size. He
says: “Printers that work at this size are to be found in most
locations and are usually used for printing architectural
plans. The file can be emailed to the printer and collected
when ready.

“Each set of plans contains photographs of the chair from
different angles, a detailed data sheet with measurements
and angles, and drawings of the seat, turnings and bending
formers. In addition there are cross-sections through the
seat to aid shaping.”

The site is launched with nine chairs of both historical and
James’ contemporary designs. His intention is to add designs
steadily over time. A limited number of tables made using
the Windsor method will also be added in due course.

At present, all the chairs have been made by James and
he is available to answer queries from those making chairs
from his plans. If existing chair makers are interested in
selling plans of their chairs through this site then they

should contact James directly. ~— James has developed a range of

The copyrighted plans are for the use by amateur/ ..like this chair-making tools, including his
part-time chair makers. There is no restriction on making uniquely shaped travisher and wooden
these chairs for sale as part of their hobby. The plans are not to be used spokeshaves. These are sold to chair makers all around the world from
in the teaching of chair making, nor for commercial production. his other website, www.travisher.com

For more info call him on 01798 815 925 or go to www., He continues to make chairs to order although teaching occupies the
thewindsorworkshop.co.uk majority of his time.
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Wood-Mizer

[from forest to final form

CRAFT YOUR NEXT
PROJECT WITH YOUR OWN WOOD

AFFORDABLE SAWMILLS

Winning joinery at the Self-Realization Project by Oakwrights Bath

Top awards for
Oakwright baths

The UK joinery industry’s highest awards were announced at the
annual dinner of the British Woodworking Federation (BWF) in
London last month.

Oakwrights Bath Ltd of Corsham, Wiltshire has scooped the
British Woodworking Federation award for technical excellence and
innovation in joinery manufacture, and for the apprentice/trainee
of the year - the first time that one company has won both awards
together. The achievement was particularly notable given that in
2013 the BWF received a record number of award entries in both

www.woodmizer.co.uk
Tel: 01622 813 201

categories. ; “,Q Wood

The joinery prize was for its transformation of a building in central i) Workers R I 3
London into a spiritual centre for the Self-Realization Fellowship. - Workshop 01684 594683
Peter Love, director of Oakwrights Bath Ltd, says: “It was full of very www.woodworkersworkshop.co.uk

fine working, all bespoke shaped work, ogee arch details and curves
on curves.”

Two other companies were also shortlisted for the technical
award: Houghtons of York for its beautiful hand carving of the
Diana, Princess of Wales coat of arms at the Worshipful Company of
Merchant Taylors, and |3 Projects Ltd for a stunning railway station
waiting room and platform shelter at Northern Rail’s Oxford Road
station in Manchester.

Apprentice award

Luke Parry, 26, an estimator at Oakwrights Bath, won the

apprentice/trainee award. Now in his seventh year of study since

starting as an apprentice, Luke is currently working towards an HNC

in construction at Swindon College, sponsored by his employer.
Luke says: “Many young people do not realise that fantastic

careers can be built in joinery, and in construction generally. There

are so many more avenues to pursue than there appear to be at ROy e THE VERY BEST

first glance. With the experience I'm gaining | feel that the future is 4 WOODWORKING TOOLS
really open to me, and | have many options and certainly equal e

opportunities compared to my friends who did go on to get degrees. ,.}, Sourced by woodworkers

Do what you really enjoy and there is always a rewarding career at Lo il for woodworkers

the end of it.” Also shortlisted were Michaella Mason, working at MICRO FENCE

Boyland Joinery Ltd, and Skillbuild runner-up Darius Krzywiecki, mr

working at West Port Timber Windows and Doors.

www.getwoodworking.com February 2014 GW276 11
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In our book February is the dreariest month
of the year, so why not cheer it up by
treating yourself to a woodworking course.

February

3-4 & 2728 Intro to small lathe
3-4, 20-21 (Axminster) & 5-6, 27-28
(Sittingbourne) Beginners routing
6-7, 27-28 (Axminster) & 12-13 (Sittingbourne)
Beginners woodturning

21-11 Bowls & platters

24 Intro to Leigh jigs

Axminster Tool Centre

Unit 10 Weycroft Avenue
Axminster

Devon EX13 5PH

Tel: 0800 975 1905

8 & 15 French polishing and refinishing
Peter Sefton Furniture School

The Threshing Barn

Welland Road

Upton Upon Severn

Worcestershire

WR8 0SN

10-14 Double-bow
24-28 Continuous arm
The Windsor Workshop
Churchfield Farm

West Chiltington
Pulborough

West Sussex RH20 2JW
Tel: 01798 815925

28 Feb-3 Mar Recycle & remake
contemporary furniture

West Dean College

West Dean

Nr Chichester

West Sussex PO18 0QZ

Tel: 01243 811301

March

3-4, 10-11 (Axminster), 27-28 (Sittingbourne)
Beginner routing

3-4, 10-14, 24-25 (Axminster) 1213
(Sittingbourne) Beginner woodturning
5-6 Woodcarving

11-12, 24-25 Intro to small lathe

27-28 Bowls & platters

Axminster Tool Centre

Unit 10 Weycroft Avenue

Axminster

Devon EX13 5PH

Tel: 0800 975 1905

10-15 Double-bow
22-23 Stool

The Windsor Workshop
Churchfield Farm

West Chiltington
Pulborough

West Sussex RH20 2|W
Tel: 01798 815925

13-16 Furniture making, apprentice stool
21-23 Basic woodworking, hinged case
West Dean College

West Dean

Nr Chichester

West Sussex PO18 0QZ

Tel: 01243 811301

What a record

There can’t be many people in this day and age
who have spent pretty much their entire
career with one company, but at the North of
England Woodworking Show in Harrogate a
presentation to mark such an event took
place, writes Andy King.

Many of you who attend the shows will
know Tony Rhodes on the Record Power stand
who is always on hand to i
demonstrate or talk you
through any machine. A crowd
of his fellow exhibitors
gathered on stand when, to
mark his 65th birthday, he was
presented with a large turned
platter by world-renowned
turner Stuart Mortimer that
had been signed by many of the
people who have worked the
shows with him over the years.

Tony has been part of the
fixtures and fittings of Record
Power from the start, and

Tony Rhodes with the platter
made for him by Stuart Mortimer

previously worked for Record at the foundry in
Sheffield prior to the management buy-out
that evolved into the current company.

He started work at Record’s warehouse in
September 1969 before moving through the
ranks into the workshops and technical
department, repairing and building machines
and then running the training school.

i Since the management
buyout Tony’s main role has
been in the technical
department, and of course, the
show circuit where he is
regarded by many of us as a
very knowledgeable, affable
and helpful bloke.

Record Power MD Andrew
Greensted informs me that
Tony will continue working,
but down to two days a week,
plus of course, the shows
where we all know him so well.

Happy semi-retirement Tony!

Woodworking theme to novel

Keen amateur woodworker Alan Jones has just published his first novel on Amazon Kindle.
Called The Cabinetmaker after one of its main characters, it tells the story of a man who is
forced to fight for justice for his murdered son when the thugs who kill him walk free. It is a

gritty crime story based in Glasgow, says Alan, who warns that

some of the content is a bit racy.

He says: “I'm promoting the book myself and | wondered if it
would be of interest to those woodworkers who also like to read
fiction, as one of the main strands that holds the book together
is the two main characters’ love of making fine furniture. The
book also features quite a bit of cabinetry. In keeping with the
book’s setting involving corrupt police and Glasgow gang
culture, there is a fair bit of strong language, some adult content
and a smattering of Glasgow vernacular. It is the contrast
between this and the world of fine furniture that gives the book
its unique feel.” The extra content provides a glossary of

cabinetry terms.
There are four free sample chapters.

For more info go to www.thecabinetmaker.info

The Cabinetmaker

Alan Jones

Employers advised to invest in apprentices

Investment in apprentices will reap rewards,
says joinery training body the British
Woodworking Federation (BWF). Dave
Campbell, manager of the BWF’s training arm,
the Wnc}dwurkmg Industry Training Forum
2 (WITForum) said:

“Research from
the Department of
Business, Innovation
and Skills reminds us
that eight out of ten
people do not work
as hard if they feel
they are underpaid.
It is important to
ensure that you get
the balance right.

Apprentice Ryan
Cassidy honing his
woodworking skills

12 GW276 February 2014 www.getwoodworking.com

This is more than the weekly or monthly pay
packet — apprentices are an investment. Whilst
daily housekeeping duties are a part of the job,
the bulk of an apprentice’s time should be
spent gaining and honing their specialist skills.
This investment of time and resource will
nurture a well-rounded, motivated, competent
and hardworking employee and valued
member of your team who will support future
growth in your business.” He advises
managers to meet with apprentices regularly
to keep up to date on how they are progressing
with their course, and to identify any areas of
best practice being taught by training
providers that could be incorporated into the
business. For more info go to www.bwf.org.
uk/training/apprenticeships



Rocket ‘best in the world’

At any time of the year Gavin Randall will be riding
the waves off Sennen Cove in Cornwall testing his
latest design of belly board as the surf drives him
in towards the beach. Gavin has been improving
the speed and performance of belly boards since
he founded the Traditional Surfing Company in
2011 to manufacture these traditional boards for
the world market.

With designs unchanged for 50 years Gavin has
substantially improved performance of the boards
to the point where he claims that the Rocket, his
latest design, “is the best-performing board in the
world.” The shape of these traditional belly boards
had remained largely unchanged for 50 years and
the method of manufacture is a closely guarded

secret. High-quality marine ply is the core material
but the secret to performance is the shapes
embodied in the board. Using Makita power tools
Gavin has achieved the radical shapes and
high-quality finishes that are vital to increase
speed and stability. “Since using the Makita tools |
have been able to achieve advanced designs that
use some of the innovations on advanced racing
cats. The fine details of these hulls are to generate
speed through the water and that’s what | have
been building into the Rocket. He uses the Li-ion
battery-powered 18V jigsaw and planer to cut and
shape the overall design and the BKP180 ¥2in
mains router to refine the intricate shapes and
contours.

Reader Ads

Gavin Randall cuts a board with
his Makita jigsaw

Felder combination machine plus number of quality machines and tools, all single

phase, open to offers, no dealers
Stuart Peach () 01568 770404

Hand tools

Veritas bronze edge plane, hardly used, offers. Lie-Nielsen No.85 cabinetmaker’s

scraper plane, boxed, used once, £130

Glenn, Herts

Felder BF6-31 combination machine, single phase, 1300mm saw table, 300mm

planer, 200mm thicknesser, spindle moulder, router, power feeder, £3000

Alan, East Sussex  (f) 01435 872222

Trend T30AF wet & dry vacuum extractor, used once but in new condition, £130,
buyer collects, Trend DC400 dovetail centre, Trend waste collection kit
DC400/01, both new and unused, £230 for both, buyer collects

Neil Sprott, Midlothian () 01968 673412

Workshop machinery including miniature Carbatec lathe, Kity 613 bandsaw ,

Creusen widewheel grinder and reversible grinder (felt wheels) , chop saw , Abac
compressor (with brad gun), workbench, cramps, prices negotiable

Dean, Essex () 07882 793359

PMZo Multico mortiser, 240V, good condition, chisels, manual, £200

M Kollmer, Essex () 0790 464 2122

@) 01992 620996

Shopsmith MKV with all original accessories, plus 11in bandsaw with blades, 4in
jointer, and lathe chisels, £550, buyer collects
Mr M Clements, Herts  (£) 01438 714663

Ash, oak, mahogany, American black walnut, suitable for small-scale turning,

K Mason, Lancashire

How to book your free ad

box making, clock cases, dolls’ house furniture
@ 0161 339 5161

Fill out this form (photocopies accepted), including your name and address, and post it to:

Reader Ads, Good Woodworking, Hadlow House, 9 High Street, Green Street Green, Orpingto

Kent BR6 6BG.

Alternatively, provided your ad is for less than £500, you can email the details to: andrea.hargreaves@mytimemedia.com

FREE

Simply fill out this form, including your name
and address, and post it to:

Reader Ads, Good Woodworking, Hadlow
House, 9 High Street, Green Street Green,
Orpington, Kent, BR6 6BG

If you don’t want to cut up your magazine, you
can photocopy this coupon or simply write out
your ad on a sheet of paper and send it to us.

Alternatively, if your advertisement is for goods
worth less than £500, you can email the details

to andrea.hargreaves@mytimemedia.com

| am a private advertiser. Please enter my advertisement in the Reader Ads in the following category:

[JwWanted or

[IHand tools
[IMachinery

(] Power tools
[1Turning

My advertisement reads as follows:

] For Sale under the following heading

[ I Timber
[ Miscellaneous

] My advertisement is for more than £500. | enclose a cheque for £10 made payable to My Time Media Ltd
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A great line up of Demonstrators and Stars including:
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|
Tony Wilson Jennie Starbuck  Mark Baker | " Les Thorne

FREE PARKING, SHOWGUIDE AND RAFFLE.
OPEN HOURS: 10:00AM - 4:00PM BOTH DAYS.
ENTRY: | “‘t”’ .
- ONE DAY £8 / IN ADVANCE £6°
UNDER 16'S FREE

ADVANCE TICKETS ON SALE FROM 6™H JANUARY 2014

A Show full of Demonstrations, Personalities,
Trade Stands, Advice and Fun. 1 ®
ADVANCE TICKETS: Ticket Hotline 01474 536535 Folio us on

. Facebook &
or buy securely Online at www.nelton.co.uk Twitter
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Kit&Tools

New products, tools and tests

Although as woodies we wouldn’t
wish to be in A&E, if you watched
the Casualty Christmas special you
may well have seen a bunch of
carollers in Dickensian garb singing
In various scenes. I’'m proud to say
they are from my village, known
as the Pill Owls who perform
throughout December and have
raised tens of thousands of pounds
over the years for various charities
since they were formed way back
In 1919. Here's to a prosperous and
splinter- free New Year!

\r g\fa}w

Andy King, Technical Editor
andy.king@mytimemedia.com

T

imed at anyone working with finer
A mouldings and smaller projects such

as instrument and boxmakers, this set
of four profiled scrapers covers the bases
most will encounter and at a price that is
highly affordable.

The standard card-type rectangular one is
complemented by a traditional gooseneck
scraper as well as an elliptical and internal
and externally profiled one.

The card scraper also has two small-radius
notches for finer detail work on cock beads
and the like.

Despite the ultra-thin spring steel used,
there’s enough resistance to allow you to flex
them to gain a cutting action without
digging; definitely worth adding to the tool
kit even if you don’t work smaller stuff
reqgularly as they will serve well for cleaning
up finer moulded areas of any new project or
restoration.

Price: £9.75
Web: www flinn-garick-saw.co.uk

Lynx mini __
scraper set "Wl

R

Gadqet

Our awards How we rate...

*
BestBuy v/ Ml i v/ JES

Prices

Our product prices reflect
typical values as we go to

Don’t get your hopes up or your wallet out!
Well, it works but really needs improvement

press. We cannot gquarantee

these prices, though, and Awarded to an excellent Awarded to an item that Iadala Performs well, but you will find better
thoroughly recommend performer that offers stands out as a top *ookkk Great performance and value fnr‘mnne;r
that you shop around. great value for money performer in its field **%k%x*  S0good, even Andy would get his wallet out!
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Andy is pushed to find
fault with Bosch’s new
blue dual-base router

i s b T P P O B il Tt g e L T i s =T, ST AT P e SRR b e P T 7 e L R ety R

was a great fan of Bosch’s GMF1400 model
but here we are around seven years later
and to say the company has moved on in
leaps and bounds with this latest model
would be an understatement; it’s an absolute
cracker of a machine.

The biggest change is that both bases now
have integral trigger-operated power switches
with lock- on buttons, even though the body is
still completely removable. This allows control
of both the power and the plunge - in plunge-
base mode - without having to take your hand
away from one of the grips. This is the result of

A The dual base allows the fixed base to remain
in a table

integral contact points that link with the motor
housing once it is fitted in place.

The motor body has an aluminium lower
part that slides into each base, with a plastic
top shell that houses the speed control dial.
This has a range of 10,000-25,000rpm to cover
the usual different types of material and bit
diameters, although a chart within the router
manual indicates a 40mm optimum diameter,
which with a 1600W motor is probably
prudent, so bigger-diameter panel raisers may
be outside its remit unless you take it in
smaller steps than you might on a bigger

- ““b..“‘k
-
N
T
e — -
5 .9 e ;

T

©

A There’s a through-the-base adjustment for
inverted work

16 GW276 February 2014 www.getwoodworking.com

The plunge lever is excellent;
you push against the tension
to release it
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motored model = something to consider if you
do tend to work heavier cuts, in the router
table especially.

It’s certainly man enough for the hardcore
bench work of the “4in router in general, and
’ve used it for rebating the bottom of a door to
take the weather bar.

This is a thoroughly powerful beast that,
unlike it’s predecessor, comes with a fence as
standard.

Bit swaps are as you would expect, and the
router comes with a “in and %4in collet and nut
assembly as standard.

A You can also fine tune the cutting depth from
above with this knob



Bosch GMF 1600 CE Pro dual-base router

A You can fine-adjust the setting even after the
plunge is locked

Bases basis

So the bases are what it’s all about, and aside
from the aforementioned trigger-operated
power switching, there’s a full gamut of
adjustments with which to tweak the settings.

Both bases have basic height adjustment;
the plunge base has the standard plunge lever
to allow fast adjustment, self-tightened by
pushing against a spring so it locks itself once
released — an excellent feature.

The fixed base has a 3-step adjustment with
notches in the motor housing locking into the
base to give a rough position before fine-
adjusting to the desired protrusion.

The finer adjustments on both bases are the
same when adjusted from above with a large
knob, with micro adjustments to make precise
settings. A hex recess in both adjusters can be
used with the adjustment knob to gain more
control and alter the settings with ease.

For table work the fixed base comes into its
own as it has a further option to adjust the
height through the base, allowing any
alterations to height to be made via a large key
from above the table when it’s inverted.

Both bases use identical toggle clamps so
base switching is quick and smooth. The big
advantage is that the fixed one can live in the
table ready for use.

Also in the kit

Alongside the fast base swap, Bosch has
included its equally quick and useful tool-free
guide-bush system, with each bush locked in by
a rotating collar on the base. This collar is

A Bit swaps are done with the usual single
spanner/spindle-lock configuration

A Freehand work is good; although quite big the

router is very controllable

independent of the bases so can be fitted to
either as needed and while the bushes are
specialised to the Bosch system, they are really
quick and of great benefit if you do template
and jig work especially.

Each base also has its own dust kit fitting
directly to the base with small thumb screws.

These, along with the scratch bases
themselves are clear to help give good views to
the working area, although static can still
cause occasional dust build-ups.

An additional and very useful function is
the LED lights around the collet that illuminate
directly to the base area once the trigger
IS engaged.

Completing the kit is the fine-adjusting
fence, lacking in the predecessor, so you now
have an all-encompassing router that has
power enough for heavier work and can easily
be put into table mode in seconds while
retaining the same ease of adjustment as the
plunge base in hand-held mode.

It’s certainly a winning combination in my book,
and while the wattage is low in comparison to
many workhorse routers out there, take a pass
or two more than usual on bigger work and
you have a router that does the biz with ease.

Conclusion

Bosch has certainly come up trumps with this
particular router; it’s exceptionally well
thought out and covers pretty much every area
of hand-held and inverted heavy-duty routing,
and with the usual Bosch attention to detail,
it's a great machine to use.

A The 1400W motor is man enough for
heavy-duty applications such as worktop joints

A The fine-adjusting fence is great for
rebating work

The Woodworking Verdict

+ Interchangeable bases; fast-swap bushes:
LEDs; excellent plunge lock

- May lose out to others because of lower-
powered motor

Rating Yk % % %

Typical price: £442.80

Made in Mexico

Motor: 1600W

Speeds: 10,000-25,000rpm
Collets supplied: in & *4in
Plunge: 76mm

Weight with plunge base: 5.8kg
Weight with fixed base: 4.3kg
Web: www.bosch.co.uk

www.getwoodworking.com February 2014 GW276 17




j
Kit &Tools

‘away, but he has packec

his gear in a jobchest

Need a secure
place to store your
tools on site? This
chest could be the
answer

A As well as multiple padlocking points the box
is fitted with a sturdy lock

A The lid has a sprung catch to retain a
600mm level

» A full-Length
V-notch in the lid
acts as a saw
horse

A Further storage points keep your hammer and
tape easily accessible

18 GW276 February 2014 www.getwoodworking.com
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Stanley FatMax Promobile !

Site box
solution

his toolchest seems to hit the spot for
T secure storage as well as being easy to
wheel from A to B. It’s certainly a
cavernous container which could be used as a
site box, with a smaller carry bag to keep
things that bit more orderly.

It contains a lift-out tool tote for smaller
handtools along with a panel at the end that
has slots for a few chisels, a tape measure and
a hammer. Alongside this the lid also has two
clips to retain a handsaw and a level up to
600mm long.

It's certainly a stout box, and with the
V-notch in the top of the lid it doubles up as a
useful saw horse as well as a stool to sit on
when you stop for a cup of tea. There is also a
watertight seal.

It is transported on sturdy wheels and
there’s a pull-out handle that can disrupt
organisation within, plus you need additional
muscle to lift it in and out of your vehicle. That
ease of transportation could make it a target
for anyone wanting to steal it though.

The inclusion of a decent lock is welcome,
and with multiple points on the lid and catches
for additional padlocks, or to secure it to a
fixture within a building it should be deterrent
enough to put people off from attempting to
make off with it.

Conclusionh

Allin all, this is a cracking toolbox that will
hold pretty much all the kit you need on a
daily basis.

Keeping things organised is the main
problem in such a voluminous box though, but
'd certainly be inclined to fit a few little
bulkheads, partitions and lift-out sections to
organise it to work for me - Hmm... | feel a
project coming on!

The Woodworking Verdict

+ Loads of room for a comprehensive toolkit;
easy to move around; multiple locking points
- Heavy once loaded; easy to chuck everything
in only to have to turf it all out to find what
you need!

Rating Y% %%

Typical price: £100

Size: 910 X 516 x 431mm
Capacity: 113!

Web: www.stanleytools.co.uk
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Twin 18v Battery LXT e

190mm Circular Saw U The DHS710 comes

DHS710 with a plastic MAKPAC
connector case.

Blade size 190mm

Bore size 20mm

No load speed 4,600rpm Hon it senaiios

bosiilaik i At - - —= - A dust nozzle can be attached

Soft grip
Non-slip elastomer

for more control - - - - = =
i + (57 sk
Powered by two 18V Li-ion
batteries in series. Two 18V - - -
Li-ion batteries can be directly

installed on the machine to
power the 36v DC motor.
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Circular Saw
DHS710

Other twin 18v battery tools:
LXT Rotary Hammer __; -
DHR263/DHR264 %"
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to register for your Makita

3 Year Warranty. Follow to be entered into the prize draw.
WARRANTY Terms and conditions apply. Web: www.makitauk.com
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Its fast-swap system
makes this machine
stand out from other
multitools

uw-ﬁﬂ-ﬁ‘ii“'.'ﬂ;:ri‘mm'w:‘1u' M o S s T, NPT e e L e

remel must be one of the most prolific
manufacturers out there for coming up
with new products for the hobbyist,
model maker or anyone needing to work on
more intricate or delicate pieces.

There is, however, a tendency for ‘same old,
same old’ in some of it, especially the multitool
end of the market with the odd tweak here or
there to redesign the grip or increase the
power but essentially you are talking the same
tool whether you opt for battery or mains.

This time around, though, Dremel has come
up with a feature that I'm surprised it hasn’t
had before considering its link with Bosch and
the world-renowned SDS fast-change system
incorporated on many of the Bosch products.

Aside from the Speed Clic system for fast
swaps of different cutting, polishing or
sanding applications - and there is a Speed
Clic arbor included among the rest of the 75
cutting, sanding and drilling accessories
within the kit - it’s the new EZ Change that
stands out. This is a fast-swap system for the
shanks themselves - essentially a self-
tightening chuck that automatically grips the
shanks of any accessory you fit. All you have to

do is pull back on the front blue sliders on the accessories and if you use your Dremel as a confusing, with diagrams showing how to

Dremel itself which releases the tension onthe ~ mini router, even more so, although toinserta  remove the internal sleeve with a pair of needle

jaws within, allowing the accessory to pull out  collet you do need to remove the internal nose pliers while, further on, another diagram

easily and be replaced. sleeve that retains the standard shanked bits. shows the traditional screw-on collet nut along
It does make for very quick changes of most Looking through the instructions thisisa bit ~ with other accessories being retained with

A The standard internal sleeve musr be removed to fit other collets A The collets simply slide into the top of the chuck...

20 GW276 February 2014 www.getwoodworking.com
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A ..making it very quick to swap for any drill, cutter or burr

A Aspark guard is a very useful inclusion among the supplied accessories

I/"_ X '.. ‘_i:.
o~ s

v 4

A Swap a bit by sliding back the blue levers to release the shank A There’s a good speed range for all cutting and polishing applications

methods that don’t seem compatible with this There is also a conversion rod and nose Conclusion
particular model so you do need to familiarise cone for a flexible shaft although there’s no At last Dremel has achieved a fast-change bit
yourself a little with the tool initially and shaft included, and for me the omission of the swap that will prove invaluable for those who
disregard some of the diagrams in the manual useful pen-grip attachment that the other use a range of different bits on their projects.
which seem generic to other models rather models seem to ship with is a bit of an -
than this one. oversight as it allows more flexibility and .

¥ control for finer-detailed engraving work and The mwmﬁng Verdld:
Accessories such like.
While not quite as comprehensive as some kits, The new tool-free chuck system does make + Quick-change chuck; supplied with plenty of
there’s still a good range of accessories within for a much better experience in mini-tool dCCESS0ries
the blow-moulded case, each screwing directly ~ working, especially if you use a variety of — No pen-grip accessory; “Ee‘j? pliers to
to the nose cone of the Dremel. Included are materials involving multiple accessory swaps, remove sleeve to fit collet options
circle -cutting and hole-cutting attachments but if you already own a Dremel you have to Rating X %k %
along with a sanding one for accurately consider whether this upgrade is essential to Typical price: £139.99
working 45° and 90° faces. aid the way you work. Motor: 175W

If you use a Dremel for metal cutting and If you don’t already own one and are on the Speeds: 5000-33,000rpm

grinding then the spark guard will be especially  hunt, it’s certainly a worthy update to an Collet capacity: 0.8, 1.8, 2.4 and 3.2mm
welcome. established favourite. Web: www.dremeleurope.com
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Thé basic starter kit has a couple of
Magswitches and a featherboard suitable
_ forbasic holding against fences

-~

)

-""---Andy s prepared to

be spellbound by

this workpiece aid 7 g

Y

li
omemade timber featherboards are a
H long-established method of applying
uniform pressure to stock to keep it
tight to a fence or table, and are still valid, but
keeping them in place where you need them
can involve ingenuity and adaptability.
Machines with T-slots in the beds help, as
does a wooden fence facing, but what could be
easier than holding the featherboard with a
magnet or two? Well, a switchable magnet
would certainly be an improvement as the
power needed to hold them in place has to be
substantial or they’ll slip and move as the
pressure is applied from the workpiece.
The Magswitch range of workshop
accessories has just that, and with various jigs

® - . o
y - . - .‘ L

A The rip post has a set of jacking screws to get it square to the table

for accurate ripping

r
Lot
a
r w

based around the starter kit, once you have
bitten the bullet and splashed out on that, the
add-ons can be purchased as needed, utilising
the two Magswitches the starter kit supplies.

Starter kit

The starter kit consists of two 150lb clamping
force rare earth Magswitches, the Universal
base and a reversible feather board, with the
base and Magswitches the consistent
components across the accessory range
allowing additional methods of work to
be achieved.

The initial start-up cost sounds a tad pricy
until you consider the time-saving as well as
the additional safety offered. Being able to

L —J
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A You feed the timber through, adjusting as you go to counteract drift

place the board exactly where you wish,
infinitely adjust the pressure in seconds simply
by twisting the knob on top the Magswitches
to release the hold, nudge to adjust the
pressure or relocate it, and then reactivate the
magnets, soon pays dividends.

The featherboards connect to the universal
base with locating lugs and bolts to keep things
secure, with slots through the base for
additional accessories.

Featherboards don’t need to apply a massive
amount of pressure to do the job, they simply
hold the work to the desired fence or bed and
prevent any undesirable movement or kickback
and the Magswitches are more than strong
enough to do the job.

¥



Magswitch starter kit & add-ons |

A The work only addresses the centre roller; the fence cants back to allow

the cut to be tweaked

A The thin rip fence has three sides for holding work securely. The stepped
one is for sheet stock, with a wedge profile on the other side for timber

Riser Post kit

For vertical pressure there’s a Riser Post kit
comprising interlocking blocks to alter the
overall height as required along with a second
featherboard and angled connector brackets to
put the board into a vertical plane. This allows
the horizontal and vertical boards to be worked
as with a set of Shaw guards.

The riser blocks also allow the stacking of
two horizontal feathers one above the other for
deeper stock.

You need to initially feed correctly to ensure
they stay put; while you will struggle to move
them by hand pressure directly against them, a
long length of stock can cantilever them if you
don’t feed in a straight plane to the fence. Slight
deflections are absorbed by the feathers, but a
big movement away from the correct feed plane
could move them if you have a long length to
feed through; but once the cut is engaged it
would need a pretty poor feed control to do so
as the blade would bind in the cut.

Resaw Guide
The feathers work exceptionally well on a
suitable table saw, but for bandsaw work
there’s always the problem of drift on deeper
cuts when relying on the standard fence, even
with a featherboard.

The Resaw Guide works in the same way as a
resaw post, so using the universal base with the

A The riser post kit allows you to either stack a second set of feathers

above the other, or as in this image, gain a vertical pressure option

,//f |

quide fitted to it, the bearings are positioned
alongside the blade and set to the desired
ripping width, allowing fractional adjustments
against the rollers to make uniform rip cuts.

A simple wedge and wingnut adjustment
ensures the quide can be set perfectly square
to the table. There’s a similar roller setup on
the dual roller guide which can be used in place
of the featherboards on the tablesaw for a
friction-free transfer while cutting.

Unlike the feathers which will allow for
minor discrepancies in stock and work with
rough-sawn timber as well as planed, there’s
no give in the rollers so it’s best suited to
planed straight stock to ensure constant
uniform pressure rather than loosening off or
pinching from working sawn irreqular stock.

Ultimate Thin Stock Jig
The final addition to the range is the Ultimate
Thin Stock Jig, again fitting to the Starter Kit
Universal Base. This offers three options based
on working with thin stock where a featherboard
Isn’t always suitable. The two angled edges have
different edge contours; one has a stepped
rebate profile set at 3mm, 6mm and 9mm to
allow sheet stock to pass under the rebates and
help eliminate chatter and flapping.

The opposing edge has a wedge profile. This
works in a similar way, but without the
restrictions of a set thickness and will allow work
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The wheel option is used to set repeat cuts from stock

up to 25mm to pass under it, again preventing
it from lifting and flapping as you progress.

Roller Guide

The final option is the Roller Guide; the sliding
adjuster allows the assembly to be quickly set
for thin repeat rips.

Conclusion

Fast, efficient feeding of work through machinery
is always easier when you have a method of
applying consistent pressure and helping
prevent feedback to keep things that bit safer.
The range of Magswitch products certainly
does that part of the job and with additional
guides and attachments, it becomes a pretty
adaptable and valued part of the workshop.

The Woodworking Verdict

+ Very adaptable; increases safety at machines
— Only suitable for cast iron/steel surfaces

Rating ok k&

Typical prices: Starter Kit: £79.95
Vertical Featherboard Attachment £19.95
Ultimate Thin Stock Jig £24.95

Resaw Guide £25.95

Dual Roller Guide £28.95

Clamp force: 150lb force per Magswitch
Web: www.toolstream.com
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. Kit &Tools Veritas miniature spokeshave

:

Another miniature marvel

were real, the dwarves would have likely
given up mining and taken up woodworking
m ay b e We e ny full time, such is the quality of the ever-
. = expanding range of Veritas miniature tools.
b Ut It IS NO toy This time around we have a spokeshave, and

as with the others in the range, a completely

iUSt tO be I.OO kEd functional model along the lines of its full-sized
at and admired
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T h |S S p O ke S h ave I think if Snow White and the Seven Dwarves

7

counterpart. There’s no adjuster for blade
projection; the blade is advanced by pushing or
pulling to set the cutting depth, and locked
with the lever cap.

To hone the blade you have to remove the
lever cap by unscrewing it from the cast
stainless-steel body, and with only 4mm of
projection in total, honing is best kept to the
grind bevel rather than a secondary one to avoid
prematurely going past the point of no return.

Despite its diminutive stature this spokeshave
is actually very easy to use once set, and on
very fine work it proves its worth; for the
model maker or miniaturist it is certainly valid.

Although flat bottomed it does cope with
concave work well because there is little
bearing surface. In summary, with a solid
stainless-steel cast body and bubinga handles,
backed up with the A2 iron, it’s a tool that’s
built to work, and work it does!

Conclusion

While this, as well as the other mini tools from

Veritas can be seen as quirky talking points, they

are nonetheless built to high standards and are
made to work properly. It may well be that you

only want to display them, but they can and do
work well in the environs they are built for.

The Woodworking Verdict

+ Great for fine work, arrising, rounding and
tapering
- Usable cutting length is minimal

Rating Yk % %7

Typical price: $34.50 (US price)
Blade: A2

Body: Cast stainless steel
Handles: bubinga

Web: www.leevalley.com

A Arrising and small chamfers are easily worked A Equally easy is rounding of stock for small dowels and suchlike
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Simply the best

Andy has no hesitation
iIn awarding a faultless
five to these two drills
from Metabo despite
longer charge times

m?!ctb 3
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for torque setting or flashing if the Impuls
position is engaged so you know where you are
at any given stage - very useful.

Gearboxes & LEDs

The standard 2-speed gearbox function is the
normal top slider on both machines but with
variations in the speed ratios; 0-500 and
0-1700rpm on the Impuls with 0-600 and
0-2050rpm on the Quick.

Both machines are full all-metal gearboxes
for durability.

There is also a difference in drilling
capacities; identical in steel and masonry, but if

ust opening up the Quick’s carry case is
enough to see that this kit is top drawer.
With it was a second drill, ‘naked’ so no
batteries and in a cardboard box with

plastic insert if you opt to buy a separate
storage box. This model, called the Impuls, is of
equal quality. Both look very similar so | guess
it makes sense to look at the Quick and refer to
the differences from the Impuls as | go along.

If you are on the hunt for a compact but
robust and solidly built drill, either will do a
sterling job, but you have the choice of brushed
or brushless, with the Quick falling into the
latter category.

It is12mm shorter than the brushed model
and offers better power transfer through the
machine as well as increased longevity.

Starting with impact, both drills are identical
in this area, but unlike most drills, there’s no
rotating collar for switching functions; a simple
sliding switch on the top of the front alloy
housing swaps from drill to hammer mode.

Likewise, an identical function on both drills
is used for the torque settings, but not via a
rotating collar; both have a dial at the bottom
of the handle that alters the amount of power |
through the tool for screwdriving. A The chuck is easily removed by pulling A A %in hex chuck is supplied for suitable

Both machines also have the Impuls setting  the red collar hex-shanked accessories
on the dial which is a sort of hybrid impact
driving function where the drill is switched on
and off in a series of pulsing actions to help
drive and unscrew fixings without camming or
increasing wrist strain excessively, a unique
option that works very well.

The Impuls model has to have the dial reset
to the drill position to override the torque
setting, which is a downside for me as | like the
faster option offered by a separate collar. On
the Quick a red button on top overrides the
torque to set the drill into full power mode — ' =23 .-
when needed, and it illuminates brightly when A An auxiliary handle is supplied and on bigger A This button toggles through the Impuls and
in the override position, either a constant light  holes it’s wise to use it! torque functions

26 GW276 February 2014 www.getwoodworking.com



you need increased diameter in timber, the
Impuls wins with a 6smm capacity over the
51mm of the Quick.

Both machines have twin LEDs in the base
to illuminate the chuck area. Initially | thought
there was a fault in the first one as it kept on
coming on for no reason. Swapping to the
other had the same effect, and delving deeper,
both have motion sensors within them that
light the LEDs without pulling the trigger -
useful for initial alignment of fixings and so
forth but a tad annoying if you don’t need it.

Further Quick tricks

Both drills boast high-quality all-metal 13mm
capacities, but the Quick is removable to
reveal a “in hex shank for fitting screwdriver
bits or suitable hex shank accessories and
takes the overall length from 230mm down to
170mm without a bit fitted. It does mean the
bit needs to be removed each time you want
to re-fit the chuck, but if you go for the full kit
with batteries there’s a nifty little hex chuck
supplied that fits in the same way as the
standard chuck, allowing each to clip on

and off easily to gain fast drilling and

driving options.

Alongside the extra chuck there are
additional accessories available including a
chuck that increases the torque ratio three-fold
as well as an angled head for tight spaces.

Battery power

The race is currently on among the
manufacturers in the ‘my battery is more
powerful than yours’ race, and Metabo has
beaten the pack with a phenomenal 5.2Ah
offering. New technology allows high
amphour units to be made with no increase in
size or weight so this model has power coming
out of its ears with no weight increase while
retaining the same 18V platform everyone
builds around and with claims of up to 75%
more runtime than a 3.0Ah battery.

Trying to run down a battery of such
stamina is no mean feat though. | drilled a raft
of 32mm holes but didn’t put a dent in it, so
unless you are drilling big diameters on a
regular basis it’s highly likely that one battery
will last all day.

The increase in amphour does mean an
increase in charge times though, and with the
supplied charger that means a 100-minute
charge cycle to achieve full power.

Conclusion

Metabo may have been away from the
spotlight for a while, but it has certainly done
plenty of work in the background and deserves
to be back with a bang with either of these
drills, but the additional features of the Quick
are worth investigating if you are on the hunt
for a great all-rounder with unique features,
and with a 3-year warranty on both the tools
and the batteries you can be pretty sure these
are designed with durability and longevity

in mind.

Metabo SB 18 LTX Quick & Impuls combis

A Asimple slider alters the tool between drill A Torque settings are altered via this dial above
the battery housing

and hammer function

A Batteries can be checked for power reserves
with this button

A The hex chuck is quickly fitted to th
a suitable bit for pilot work...

e drillwith A Multi-bit swap jobs like door hanging suit the
drill well; here Andy is drilling the latch

The Woodwm'kmg dworking Verdict

+ Removable chuck for additional drilling
options (Quick model); Impuls action for
driving; fantastic build quality; massive
battery capacity

- Longer charge times than lower-amp
batteries

Rating Y% % % %

Typical price: £398.99 (Quick model, 2 x 5.2Ah
batteries)

Quick spec:-

Batteries: 2 x 18V 5.2Ah Li-lon

Capacities: wood 50mm, steel 13mm, concrete
16mm

Speeds: 0-600 0-2050rpm

Impacts: 38,950bpm

Chuck: all-metal 13mm sleeveless

Weight: 2.0kg with battery fitted

Impuls spec:-

Capacities: wood 65mm, steel 13mm, concrete
16mm

A ..and can be easily removed and a bit fitted Speeds: 0-500 0-1700rpm

directly to the drill for driving work

Web: www.metabo.co.uk
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Sett

ith a metric and imperial scale this
Wdeuice doubles up as a ruler, opening

out to 400mm in length once
extended. Turning the centre boss locks the
position,whether for measuring or to hold an
angle, although | did find it a little stiff locking
a setting and it doesn’t hold overly rigidly.

It shouldn’t be too problematic if it is used as
a setting tool, for its primary purpose of
checking an existing angle or to set to a desired
angle, but for sliding bevel-type work where
you need a solidly locked blade it may be too
slack to do repeat marks without constantly
checking to ensure that it remains at the
chosen angle.

Despite this, however, the rule is very useful;
anyone with a mitre saw would find it handy
for checking an angle such as a stair pitch for
spindles and then simply set up the saw from
the angle indicated by the rule.

Compound bevel cuts can be worked in the
same way if you need to replicate an existing
piece, taking the two angles with the rule and

A The stainless-steel blades have
clear metric and imperial etchings

This little tool replicates and
checks angles for setting up
tools and setting out projects

e L B T T T B e S et Sl s T e e T T YL ST L RS b e T gl T A S it R e

A Compound angles can be checked
and replicated by taking one angle...

Trend digital angle rule

setting the saw to
the angles indicated.

Likewise, the rule
can be used on the
table saw to set the
blade or mitre fence
to a desired angle by pre-setting the rule and
adjusting to the setting.

The rule operates to 0.1 of a degree with an
accuracy of 0.3% across its 360° range so it
should be good enough for most things.

As a further string to its bow, as there’s no
stock but only the thickness of the rule’s blade
to register against, it could prove useful for
anyone working inlays, the veneer butting to
the blade and the opposing blade used as the
cutting face at the angle required.

Conclusion

It’s certainly a well-made tool that has plenty
of applications where it will prove useful and,
at the price, would be an investment that
won’t break the bank.

.-u-"""--- .

A The lock could do with being slightly tighter

saw accordingly
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the rules

A ..and then the other to set the

A Altering the angle to complement the
previous setting results in crisp uniform
pieces ready for gluing

The Woodworking Verdict

+ Great for checking and replicating angles,
setting up tools, measuring and cutting work
- Doesn’t lock too securely

Rating Yk % %7

Typical price: £19.20

Angle range: 0-360°

Measuring scales: metric in Imm increments;
imperial in “42nd increments

Blade length: 200mm

Web: www.trend-uk.com

A You can zero the setting at any angle if needed

A Inlay and suchlike work well
with the ruler



Basa 7.0/ 5.0/ 4.0 - Professional Bandsaws

Designed in Germany - Manufactured in Germany - Proven in Germany

When the first Basato 5 (now Basa 5.0) bandsaw was infroduced it achieved the “Best Machine of the Year” award in Germany. On test in the
UK, Good Woodworking magazine stated “So is the Basafo 5 the ultimate bandsaw? It’s not far off. This is a serious professional machine.” With
the infroduction of the new Basa 4.0 there is now a professional Scheppach Basa bandsaw to suit every serious woodworker. With optional
micro fence adjustment to within 1/10th mm, precision cutting is guaranteed if and when required. If economy is the
ovemding factor in your choice of bandsaw, choose the Basa 3.0v Workshop Senes machine wfrh variable
cutting speed or Basa 1.0 (not illustrated): A benchtop replica for the smalll ' .
workshop.

———

Sehvppach Basa 7.0

Optional HD X/cut & mitre
oﬂ on all Professional Series mochmes

HD top & bottom triple
precision roller guides

s
EUT Ny J

Basa 7.0
Professional Series

Basa 5.0

Professional Series

Basa 4.0
Professional Series

e ualitats rodukte
sen1927

Model Product Format Table Tilt Horse Power Price Price
Group Cutting capacity Range 240v / 415v Exc VAT Inc VAT

Series width / height Plus Plus
Carriage Carriage

Basa 1.0 Classic 195mm / 100mm 0° to +45° 0.41 / N/A £157.50 £189.00

Basa 3.0v | Workshop 30é6mm / 250mm -8° to +45° 1.0/1.0 £415.83 £499.00
Basa 4.0 Professional 375mm / 250mm 229 59 t +45° 2.04 / 2.04 £1,125.00 | £1,350.00
Basa 5.0 Professional 457mm / 305mm -20° to +47° 38/4.9 £1,662.50 | £1,995.00
Basa 7.0 Professional S00mm / 400mm -15° to +47° 38/5.2 £2.850.00 | £3.420.00

Basa 1.0 & Basa 3.0 are designed by scheppach in Germany but made in China where scheppach resident engineers
oversee manufacturing qudlity control. All scheppach bandsaws camry the same waranty and have been sold

and serviced in the UK by NMA since 1972. Go to nmatools.co.uk and see what users say about NMA unprecedented service.

Basa 3.0v
Workshop Series

NMA WWW.NMATOOIS.CO.UK Prhone: 01484 400 488

AGENCIES L

Birds Royd Lane, Brighouse, West Yorkshire, HDé 1LQ

Email: sales@nmauk.com
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TURNING DESIGN

January, and the wind is
bringing rain out of the south
and blowing it under the
door of my workshop whose
north-facing window admits
a light so flat and lifeless that
it’s easy to understand why
SO Many new year resolutions
fail in this, the dreariest
month. Still, | should be
grateful that I live on a hill
and not in the surrounding
valleys, where rivers
overtopped their bridges and
made unwilling Venices of
the villages before sweeping
out to sea, leaving behind a
high-tide mark littered with
the flotsam of ruined
furniture...

Dave Roberts, Consultant Editor

{
I
}
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RESTORATION

HAND TOOLS

blow

nd drenched Christmas
decorations. Not that our little
000 spot escaped all the bad
weather, you understand: the storm in the
early hours of Christmas Eve brought down
trees around about, including this oak. There
are 20 feet of trunk, which is 8ft in
circumference, or about 2%ft in diameter, so
it’s a biggish bit of timber - big enough for the
landowner to be thinking of butchering it for
his woodburner, and for me to put in a quick
call to the local Woodmizer man. As luck would
have it, the tree dropped parallel to a track, so
it’s very accessible, and is just about small
enough to fit on his mobile sawmill, which he
offered to bring along for £300 a day. Even
allowing for the fact that I'd have to
compensate the landowner for his lost
firewood, the opportunity to harvest some
home-grown oak makes this tempting, but,
sadly, probably unrealistic. After milling,
there’d be the matter of storing the planks and
then resawing them before use. It pains me,
though, to think of all that oak going up in
smoke. As Mike Taffinder said the other month
(GW274), “l enjoy looking at a piece of wood
and thinking, ‘with just a little bit of care | can
do something with it that will make it last 200
years’, whereas if you threw it on a woodburner
it would be ash in five minutes. That gives me
huge satisfaction.”
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JOINERY FINISHING

Shelf life

Compared to the damage around the foot of
our hill, it seems churlish to grumble about the
wastefulness of the part-used finishes thrown
out in my new-year sweep of the workshop.
Unfortunately, | have a habit of forgetting what
’ve bought and used, so a periodic check of the
shelves often turns up a thickly skinned can of
something or other, or a water-based paintina
quietly rusting tin. Even so, | was astounded to
come across a reference to something called
Bloxygen (www.bloxygen.com) which is
essentially argon in an aerosol. | may be the
last person in the workshop to know this, but
apparently the intended use for this inert,
heavierthan-air gas is to displace the air from
part-full containers and so preserve the
contents from the effects of oxidation. For



woodie types, then, putting a squirt of argon
into your tin of varnish or paint will form a
protective barrier and prevent the finish from
skinning over or hardening. There may be some
specialist application that justifies the expense
of all this, but for the rest of us isn’t it cheaper
and, overall, less wasteful in terms of resources
either to decant finishes into smaller containers
(glass or plastic as appropriate) as they're used
or, when solvents allow, into flexible ones from
which the air can be squeezed? In my case, it
would probably pay to have a more realistic
appreciation of a product’s shelf life, and to buy
- or, if | was to make up a finish, mix =it in
smaller quantities. After all, it may be cheaper
to buy larger amounts, but only if | use them in
a timely fashion; leaving the contents to oxidise
and then throwing them away is no saving at all.

Better grit

Workshop clear-out or not, | haven't been able
to bring myself to bin a sheaf of horrible,
orangey sandpaper that for some
unfathomable reason | bought despite knowing
that it’s poor-quality stuff, the sort of paper

“ £ As with conventionally
edged tools, abrasives need

to be sharp®

that goes dull in no time flat. There’s some
consolation in the fact that the sheets are a
coarse grit and won'’t, therefore, compromise
any final finish, but persisting in using them
only compounds the false economy of buying
them in the first place because they make an
already tedious task even more laborious.

As with conventionally edged tools,
abrasives need to be sharp, and it pays to buy
quality papers. A garnet paper, for example
- which has that distinctive reddish-brown
colour - is suitable for use with both soft and
hardwoods, and is fairly durable because the
crushed garnet with which it’s coated tends to
fracture further as it’s worked, exposing fresh
cutting edges and providing a relatively
consistent cut throughout the life of the paper.

These days, however, aluminium oxide is
probably the most common abrasive medium:
it's equally effective for either hand or power
sanding of soft or hardwoods, and comes in a
variety of forms. Mirka’s yellow Mirox paper,
for instance, is a good all-round abrasive for
most types of wood, but when you're working
on painted surfaces or oily woods such as
rosewood and teak you might
want to try a carat paper, whose
combination of aluminium oxide
and a zinc stearate lubricant
improves the abrasive’s resistance
to clogging (See www.mirka.com
for more gen on Mirka’s abrasives).

Bench extensions

| recently tripped across — and
shamelessly borrowed - this idea for
increasing the cramping capacity of a
workbench. For those of us who work in a
compact style on modestly sized benches,
this extension could come in very handy
- particularly when combined with a tail
vice - for those occasions when you need
to work with big components, or perhaps
glue up and hold a large assembly.

The drawing says it all, really:
construction is simple, the only trick being
to ensure that the rebates or holes that
you make in the extension line up with
the bench dog holes on the main bench.
The small block at the vice end of the
assembly, meanwhile, is added to prevent
the extension being pulled through the
jaws as you cramp a workpiece in place.
It’s just too good an idea not to share.

As well as the composition of its abrasive
medium, the construction of a paper also helps

to determine its ‘clog-resistance’: unlike

closed-coated papers, in which the whole sheet
is covered with abrasive, open-coated papers
only have abrasive on about 70% of the sheet;

the spaces in between the grit provide room
for the sanding residue, which helps to prevent

clogging and makes these papers ideal for soft
or resinous materials.

The type of backing makes a difference, too,
and is identified by the letter code printed on

the back of the abrasive material. The variety of

paper backings is covered by the range Ato F,
with A being the lightest and most flexible,
best suited to hand-sanding of mouldings and
other intricacies, and F being the thickest and
most durable of papers, and therefore fitted to
the rigours of power-sanding.
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l Solutions

Out of mothballs '|'

Shaping the base of his standard | e
lamp, Jeff Gorman gladly turns to T,

An unfamiliar gauge was the first example.

I’a I’e ly u Se d too ls I'd planed a pair of bevels in preparation for the

here are some tools in every
woodworker’s workshop that are
used so infrequently we forget how
invaluable they are. The stage |'ve
reached in the remaking of my

mouldings, but before launching into the
actual shaping | decided to cut a line that
would form the very narrow listel at the start
of the ovolo moulding, AB Pic.1. | ran into a
problem here, as the cutter of my usual cutting
gauge is set some 15mm ('%::in) from its end,
so | knew that the end would rub against the
bevel and prevent the cutter from making
contact with the surface. | was therefore
grateful for the time I'd previously invested in
making my rebate gauge (Fig.1), which | duly
dug out and dusted.

My rebate gauge is named such because it
was originally made for marking a feature on
the face of a narrow rebate. Its stock is actually
i /. - . A made from a branch from our ancient
A Pic.1 This is the moulded boss into which the A Pic.2 |eff’s rebate gauge helped him to scribe  hawthorn hedge, the stem is of European
feet were to be tenoned into the sloping surface beech, and for a bit of swank, the wedge is
made from rosewood - although almost any
fine-grained hardwood would have served for

If you make a gauge, finish 4 all the gauge’s parts. | make fine adjustments
4 - by using firm thumb pressure against the
it with a couple of coats of boiled . y uSing p 9

; ; wedge’s nearest end to lightly lock the stem,
linseed oil. and then tap the head or the tail of the stem
against the bench-top. To lock the stock and
secure the setting, | tap the same wedge end
against the end of the bench. Thinking back
some 60 years to the making of the original
job, | recall paring the moulding by making a

oy

] L3 i i r

Flg -~ | series of shallow cuts with a 1%4in (38mm)

G m n: paring gouge (Pic.2) and smoothed out the
S ke B | 0 dn's inevitable ripples with the intensive use of
wood screw ' gauge some fairly coarse abrasive paper wrapped

round a specially shaped cork block (Pic.6). This
meant a lot of work in painstakingly removing
cross-grain scratches, but another old treasure
helped to significantly reduce my workload: a
half-round and half flat dreadnought file (Pic.4).
Because these cut with teeth shaped to act
almost as an array of plane blades (Pic.5),
simply filing with the grain of the English

Cutter ground from cherry produced a smooth finish - far better
L than | could’ve achieved with my wood rasp or
even a bastard-cut metalworker’s file. Just so
you know, a plane maker would call one of
these files a “float’. Tool dealers tend to refer to
them as ‘milled tooth files’.

Put a cork in it

Abrasive paper can be expensive stuff. I'm
often surprised to find how many folk tear their
sheets without realising that the commonly

) sold 115 x 63 x 32mm cork block is made to
Drzang wn an, reres accept one-sixth of a standard-sized abrasive
sheet. Paper of this size folds over the wide
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A Pic.3 He started the concave part of the ogee
moulding with a paring gouge...

A Pic.6 A narrow strip of abrasive helped to
avoid dubbing over the arrises

A Pic9 ...and a quick check made sure that the
surface was parallel to the boss’s underside

surface in a way that means that the paper
overlap will offer a comfortable grip. | made my
universal sanding block by grinding a standard
block against a fairly coarse sanding belt (a
disc, or even a rasp, would have served just as
well). | started by forming a wedge shape,
keeping one surface flat as | rounded one end
to as small a section as the cork would stand,
with a radius of around 5mm (“¥4:in), and then
shaped the thick end to a curve that startsat a
radius of about 15mm, which gradually tapers
into a flattening curve. | reckon that you can

A Pic.4 ...and smoothed the surface with the
ominous-sounding dreadnought file

This finger restss
on top of |
the vice

[~

r i’ :
A Pic.7 Cutting into the start of the lower ovolo
required a delicate touch

m? Before putting files away,

clean them with a “file card’, as some
wood can corrode the teeth.

usually judge a woodworker by the character of
their arrises, and in this case, the obtuse angles
between the curved surfaces made achieving
the requisite sharpness particularly
challenging. When using my sanding block |
was wary of the possible cushioning effect if |
allowed a “full’ one-sixth sheet to hang over
the adjacent surfaces, so | localised the work to
each of the hexagon’s segments by using a
narrow strip from a broken sanding belt (Pic.6).

Fenceless rebating

Up until this point, the gauge cut had served
its purpose as a marker of the mouldings limit.
| now deepened it to make it ready for the
formation of the shallow rebate (AB) that was
to be the start of the ovolo moulding (Pics.1 &
7). Needing a sure grip for the nerve-racking
task of cutting into the gauge cut, | settled the
boss in the vice so that my index finger was
supported by the vice top, and reduced the
chance of an overrun by inclining the freshly
sharpened chisel slightly downwards, working
with a sideways shimmy of its handle. When |
no longer felt resistance as its edge approached
the gauge cut, | released the forward pressure,

A Pic.5 The teeth of this milled tooth file work
like tiny plane blades

levelled the pared surface...

and (for photographic effect) gently lifted a
splinter with a twist of the chisel (Pic.7). This
succeeded in cutting a rebate whose listel
offered enough support to the shoulder plane’s
flank to let me gingerly level out any
unevenness, readying it for checking with an
outside calliper (Pic.9) - a tool which is possibly
more familiar to turners, but like the other
unfamiliar tools, certainly proves its worth
from time to time.

Having used up my space for this month,
I’ll skip the fairly straightforward task of using
the shoulder plane for rounding the upper and
lower ovolo mouldings. Next month, I'll be
sharpening the blade of a moulding plane,
which I'll use for cutting the cavetto moulding
before tackling the bridle-cum-tenon.

Jargon Busting

Arris: An edge formed at the meeting of
two surfaces.

Bastard-cut file: A file with coarser teeth
than a rough-cut file

Listel: An architectural term for a narrow
band between mouldings

Sandpaper: We should really say ‘coated
abrasive paper’, but old habits die hard so |
seem to stick to saying ‘sandpaper’ = which
you can’t really get any more.
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iSolutions

over. Stephen Simmons performs

life-saving surgery

n analogy seemed as good a place to
start as any this month, so here it is:
you don’t concentrate on treating
someone for a grazed knee when they
have a broken leg. When faced with a new
project, what might seem to be the problem
might only be a symptom of something else.
Never jump straight in and deal with the most
simple or obvious thing without giving the
whole piece a good once-over - upside down
and inside out - and understanding how
everything fits together. If you don’t, you risk
creating extra work for yourself, wasting time
or — either through frustration or ignorance -
botching the whole job.

Frustration is occasionally unavoidable, but
there is no place for wilful ignorance in
restoration. If you're hazy about the
construction of something it is imperative to
read up about it before starting work. For
example, if you come across a lopsided
long-case clock you might be surprised at how
flimsy it seems around the waist. But rub-
jointed glue blocks and little else were the
order of the day - the absence of any other
fixings is neither an oversight nor a problem.
All you need to do is get the case on its back,
square things up and replace missing or sprung
blocks. The last thing it needs is the addition of
modern screws.

The doctor is in

So, on to the business of diagnosing symptoms.
At one end of the scale, a symptom may be far
easier to fix than you might think; a good
example is a binding door. Don’t start planing
the frame or the muntin down before you've
checked the hinges, lock and catch-plate. The
three most common causes I've come across
are displaced pins in the hinges, bent catch-
plates and loose screws generally. It takes a
matter of minutes to tap the pin home, flatten
a plate and tighten a few screws. And that may
well be that.

In other cases one thing going wrong leads
to other problems. Things are slightly more
complex in these situations, but for the most
part the issue will still be manageable. A prime
example of this is a chair that has become
wobbly thanks to the joints of the seat rail
steadily loosening after one joint has sprung,
usually because people have leaned back in the

Symptoms & diagnosis

A restoration project demands a thorough [
condition check rather than a swift once
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A Plc 1 Symptum the nall on the right is digging into the cabinet. Cause worn runners in this case

A Pic.2 Make sure that you read the signs: there
has been woodworm here, but this dust is the
result of wearing splitters

chair. In this case, the original problem is
irrelevant in terms of restoration; you’ll have to
re-glue and clamp all of the joints in the most
logical way, after you’ve checked for loose
stretchers, back splats and crest rails as well.
Oh, and in future, ban chair-swinging!

Scratch the surface

On other occasions the symptom and the basic
cause become separate problems with their
own solutions. Take broken drawer handles, for
instance. They break not of their own accord
but because of unnatural strain created by too
much friction from the drawer itself, usually
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due to worn runners (Pic.1). It’s easy enough to
replace the handles but there’s no point unless
you also deal with the runners. As with any
working part - including that broken leg - you
can’t hobble on forever.

The trouble is that worn runners are not
immediately visible - out of sight is out of
mind, after all. So, rather than the problem
being caught early, when treatment would be
relatively easy, things continue to deteriorate.
The drawer starts to run on its bottom and
rests on the stops whose pins can begin to
wear deep grooves in the drawer bottoms
(Pic.4). The problem is then compounded as
the runners inside the cabinet wear too. The
result is that the drawer becomes harder and
harder to open... and then snap goes the
handle. And very often, off pops a section of
the lower cock-beading, too.

The moral of this instructive tale is to check
unseen parts as thoroughly as the visible - but
don’t misinterpret the evidence. Dust under
and round the runners is not necessarily a
symptom of woodworm, but just a gentle
warning that the runners are wearing naturally
(Pic.2). And worn runners are not always
responsible for sluggish drawers. Simple
overloading is a common and easily remedied
problem. A warped dust panel from the tier
above can easily jam things too, or the drawer



sides may need a little waxing. Perhaps the
guide that keeps the drawer sliding square
inside is missing or has come adrift.

Leave it alone!

Restoration |

:

Mechanical friction is one big problem, Laser
shrinkage is another. Sometimes there’s very Jigsaw
80mm

little you can do about it. The Regency sofa
table (Pic.5) is a case in point. The leaves are
designed to hang vertical, but the rule joint is
set so close to the side of the frame that even
the smallest shrinkage in the top will prevent it
doing so. Here the shrinkage was marked, the
result being that neither leaf would hang at
more than 60°, making the table somewhat
resemble a bird with two broken wings. The
strain had broken several of the brass hinges.
Rule joints seldom offer much scope for
re-setting the hinges further out, and in this

case none at all. So it was just a question of d ;';f
treating the symptom by replacing the hinges lightweight
and accepting that the leaves must remain by
horizontal; major, risky and intrusive surgery Woodworking
may’ve worked, but | advised against it. Portable

One good thing was that the shrinkage Workbench
hadn’t caused a split. Sometimes it does and TBO1

you get a whole new set of problems. Among
the most common are pins and other
oddments falling through split drawer bottoms
and getting wedged under the runners. The
simple solution is to patch the split -
underneath as well as inside the drawer - with
hessian and animal glue (Pic.3).

The biggest opportunity for tackling the
wrong problem is far more mundane: dirt. The
gunge from years of over-waxing, handling,

hessian and glue really can provide a very
handy solution

A Pic.4 Worn runners also have to answer for

— . -

this damage

wi/

" If your project has been in a

damp environment, let it dry out

815969

Tri-Cut Duosaw
244986

£0.20

Inc VAT

Up to 100kg
foad, folds
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Inc VAT

open fires and tobacco smoke will make any : Carpenters Pencils
piece look seedy, and a common, immediate patur_ally (no *:ETUE,’I heatljng!) befqre 3pK cssiuB
reaction is to strip the surface and re-polish... Jumping to conclusions. It's SUrprising

what how often a problem will fix itself.

don’t do it! Very often, there’s nothing wrong
with the original polish which is sitting quite
unscathed under the dirt. All you need do is a
bit of gentle cleaning, which should only take
about 10% of the time.

£0N.83

Inc VAT
w Pic5 Even if there aren’t splits, the slightest

shrinkage can prevent precision cabinetwork
from working properly

Mini Clamps
2PpK 250115
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Chisel End Bradawl
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£9.60

Inc VAT

Check out my
Trade Tips
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silverlinetools.com

rices comect at time of print. Images not to scake Colours may vary
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ALL AT SEA

Fibonacci may be the aesthete’s
golden boy but Mark Grlfﬁths
believes the eye can
do a better job




nspiration can strike at the most
unexpected of times. The idea for these
shell tables came to me during a visit to
the boat show at the NEC in Birmingham. |
had just been invited to show some examples
of my work at the annual Celebration of
Craftsmanship show in Cheltenham and had
been racking my brains to come up with a new
design idea. Standing awestruck in front of a
vast Sunseeker ‘gin palace’ my mind started to
wonder about the challenges of fitting out
such a beast. Having met a maker whose very
job this was | knew of the high level of skill,
creativity and money that goes into making
one of these boats. As | thought about
furniture with a nautical theme, the design
came into my head. | immediately sketched
out a rough plan on the back of the show
program so as not to lose the thread of my
thoughts and when back in my office carried

on building on the idea at the drawing board.

The final concept was quite simple. The piece
was to be a coffee table with a top shaped like
the Nautilus shell, and sides that plunged
straight down from the top’s edge and only
stopping 20mm (2%:in) from the floor. The top
itself would have the pattern of a cross-section
of the shell’s interior, formed of sections of
veneer. | decided to make one table with a
birch veneer top and Macassar ebony-
veneered sides and a second with a
combination of birch and birdseye maple and,
again, Macassar ebony sides. Birch veneer has
an amazing watered silk quality when highly
polished which | felt would emulate a shell
interior and | wanted to experiment with the
birdseye maple to see how the combination
would work on my pattern. The Macassar
ebony’s rich dark tones would help to create
the effect of framing the table’s top.

LS i

Mia 3 i

Spiral table

e

In the end, the two tables looked as if they
had been sliced from a stick of rock with the
pattern running through them; | was born a
pebble’s throw from Brighton beach so it’s not
hard to see where that one came from.

Perfect curves

After making numerous sketches based on a
cross section of the Nautilus sea shell, |
developed a spiral with a constant expansion
factor, known as an equianqgular or logarithmic
spiral, for which | used a Fibonacci rectangle.
For those of you that were not paying
attention at school, this is the mathematical
model using Fibonacci’s number sequence to
build a rectangle, with each new square
having a side which is as long as the sum of its
latest two square’s sides.

Although my design was mathematically
accurate, it just didn’t fit with the shape |
wanted the table to have, so | threw the
abacus out of the window and went with a
shape that fitted the size of table | wanted,
using a curving sequence that felt pleasing to
the eye. | strongly believe when it comes to
curves that you have to train your eye to ‘see’
a true curve (sketching helps in this process)
and once the eye is trained, you must trust it.
Apart from some rough working sketches the
final design was drawn out straight onto a
piece of 6mm (**44in) MDF board. It helped to
see things full size, and would save time and
effort trying to transfer any drawing from
paper to a rod. Having spent a good deal of
time getting each internal curve’s flow to
match its neighbour, | was left with a design |
felt happy with. This was then inked over with
a fibre-tipped pen, which would aid the next
operation. After laying on and securing with
masking tape a large piece of good quality
tracing paper the finished pattern was copied
with a fine 0.5 pen. Each section was given its
own identification number that corresponded
with the sections on the rod.

The tracing paper was then spread out onto
another oversize piece of 18mm (*%:in) MDF
and again fixed down with masking tape. Each
section was cut out using a scalpel. When
carrying out tasks like this | tend to work at it
for about half an hour, then take a break to
carry out some other task or have a cup of tea
and come back to it. Maybe it’s just me, but on
critical hand-to-eye work such as this, if you try
to stay focused for too long there is a danger
you grow complacent and start to rush the
task, which inevitably leads to mistakes and an
unsatisfactory standard of work.

Creating the veneers

Now the project started to get challenging.
Each of my jigsaw pieces of trace had to be
turned into veneer. It’s one thing working
matching curves onto tracing paper; it’s quite
another working in unpredictably-grained
veneers. I'm sure there are a few different
methods around but this is the one that
worked for me in the past, and certainly with
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this particular project. you have some - and a weight was placed on
After selecting the veneers | wishedtousel  top. This gave the veneers a more rubbery
evenly sprayed both sides with water from an nature that is easier to cut, and also flattened
atomiser spray gun as seen in your local garden  them out so that they’d be easier to join. It’s
centre. The veneers were then placed between  important not to totally soak the veneers and

two 18mm boards - melamine-faced is best if not to keep them in the boards for more than,

A Pic 2. The finished pattern was copied onto tracing paper with a fine 0.5 pen. Each section was
given its own identification number that corresponded with the sections on the rod
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say, a day, because a mould can form which
may leave a stain.

The largest outside section was cut out first.
Checking the grain direction, the trace
template was secured in place with veneer
tape and placed on a cutting mat. It was then a

VENEERING TIPS

M Before cutting the veneers, try evenly
spraying both sides with water from an
atomiser spray gun, as Mark did. This
makes them easier to cut and flattens them
out, so they’ll be easier to join.

= |
—_—

M Mark converts old hacksaw blades into
instruments for cutting veneers rather than
use scalpel blades, which can be too
flexible. You can also put a bevel-cutting
edge on just one face of the blade, giving a
clean flat edge on the other.

M Controversially, Mark uses contact
adhesive to adhere the Macassar ebony-
veneer sides to the table’s frame. As you’ll
remember from our Special Issue, GW222,
we usually advise against contact adhesive,
as it’s pretty unforgivable. Mark’s rationale
is that the veneers he was using were very
oily in nature, which would take a lot of
work to deal with if using his preferred
scotch glue.



simple case of following the template with a
knife to cut out the veneer copy. For this kind of
task | will keep several different knives to hand,
from a straightforward Stanley to various
shapes of scalpel. However, the knives | use the
most for cutting veneers are ones that | have
made myself from old hacksaw blades; they
tend not to be as flexible as scalpel blades and
you can put a bevel-cutting edge on just one
face giving a clean flat edge on the other.

As each section of pattern was cut they were
placed between two weighted 18mm MDF
boards which would both dry them out and
keep them flat. With all the pieces cut out, the
corresponding code number transferred in
pencil onto the top face, and an arrow pointing
to the outside of the final pattern, | thought |
could start the assembly process, but...

Hot sand

... as the pattern came together | was
disappointed to find that each section, even
though from different areas of the veneer leaf,
did not stand out from one another enough.
Even the top that had the alternate birdseye
maple and birch only gave slight contrast
between the sections. | was hoping the curving
shape along with the veneer’s natural watery
pattern would give the top its character, but it
simply wasn’t happening.

Going back to the illustrations | had been
using to inform my design | was struck by a
beautiful 18th-century rendition of a Nautilus
shell. The thing that gave it life was the
shading of each curve. This, | realised, was
what was needed in my design.

» Pic.3 For cutting the
veneers, Mark used
several different
knives. His favourite is
one he makes himself
from old hacksaw
blades (second from
the right), which are
less flexible then
scalpel blades

| had used the old technique of shading
veneers with hot sand before when restoring
and creating reproductions with inlay work,
but had never attempted anything on this size
or scale. The process is relatively
straightforward: first, fine silver sand is heated
in a container, the piece of veneer dipped in
with tweezers and left for a few seconds; when
removed, the dipped edge is scorched and
when placed alongside its unshaded neighbour
the effect of a 3D concave shape is created.
This process is fine on, say, small straight-edge

A Pic 4. It’s a simple task of cutting carefully around the template until you have an exact replica,
though the varied grain of the veneer is obviously a challenge

Spiral table i

sections of a fan, but some of my sections were
over 300mm (12in) long.

After much trial and error and a big old wok
full of sand | started to get the results | was
after, the contrast between each segment in
the pattern becoming more defined. The trick
was to have the sand deep and slowly move
the edge through the sand to give an even
shade ending with the sharp point of the
segments’ shape, as this would burn and char
if left submerged for too long.

Assembling the shell

Now shaded, each segment could be joined to
its puzzle partner with veneer tape. Any joint
that wasn’t tight would be gently sanded on its
edge with a piece of 240-grit paper until it was
perfect. As the pattern was built up, not only
the sides but the ends of each section had to
be fitted together with the help of the 240-grit
paper and sometimes a bit of extra trimming
from a sharp scalpel. Each time | broke from
the work | would place a board over the top to
keep it flat.

With the pattern finished | glued it to a board
of 18mm MDF with a counter-balancing veneer
the other side and left it overnight in the cold
press. When dry, | belt-sanded the veneer tape
of the board taking great care not to rub
through something that had cost me a fair few
man-hours to produce, although if not
well-sanded, veneer tape will leave you with a
ghost mark on your work that may only show
when applying a finish! The outside shape of
the top was first bandsawn and then
spokeshaved, again trusting the eye to see the
curve, and fingers to find any unevenness.

The top was used as a template for the
table’s 18mm ply base. Having rough-cut this
oversize with a jigsaw, it was pinned to the
underside of the top, after which | ran a router
template cutter around it. The template cutter
was then changed for a 7mm (%:in) deep
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Pocket
hole screw
Base

rebate cutter set to give a 15mm (*%4:in) high
cut. This was run around the underside of the
top and the top side of the base, leaving the
channel onto which my flexible plywood would
be fixed. A central X construction column made
of 18mm plywood and cut to the size of the
inner table height was biscuited into place. As
well as aligning and joining the top and base
this would also give the table the strength to
take the weight of any unappreciative
individual who decided to sit on it.

Twenty strips of 20 x 30mm (*%/4: X 1%4in)
tulipwood were machined and cut to the
internal length of my table and, using a very
shallow old concave moulding plane, | ran

1050

6mm plywood side

Front view

two curves onto one of the 20mm edges,
facing outwards; aligned with the top and
bottom rebated edges these would provide
both a strengthening rib to the sides and a
fixing point.

Before gluing the central column into place |
had marked corresponding location marks on
the undersides of the top and base to show the
positions of the tulipwood ribs. They were fixed
into place with glue and screws located in the
sides using the ever-versatile Kreg pocket-hole
jig system. Time and time again this seemingly
simple tool has allowed me to make a good
strong fixing into an area where before only a

fiddly dowel joint and clamps would work.
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Drawing i) mitlimetres

Skin and bones

My table’s naked framework was now ready for
Its skin — some 6mm flexible ply. With plenty of
slow-setting PVA glue spread on the rebates
and ribs, the ply was applied in one section. A
dry pre-assembly run had given me the exact
finished size required to create a clean butt
joint in the only corner detail in my design. A
helping hand for this type of operation is
always much appreciated but it’s also worth
practising with a dry run just so that you know
you can do the job alone if needed. As the ply
was wrapped around starting from the corner,
15mm headed pins were fired into the rebate
and into the ribs using their location markings



as reference. Once dry, the small holes left by
the nails were filled and the side was sanded
with a 120-grit pad on a random orbital sander,
leaving an even surface.

| had the choice of two different techniques
when it came to veneering the sides - scotch
glue or a contact adhesive. They both have
their pros and cons: scotch is messy but you do
have more time and flexibility when working
with it, whereas contact is clean and quick but
you only have one chance to get it right.

On this occasion | went with the contact
adhesive mainly because the veneer | was
using, like all rosewoods, ebonies and teaks, has
an oily nature, which takes a lot of extra work
to deal with if using scotch. If  had used it, |
would have had to wash each veneer leaf with a
rag soaked in water and washing-up liquid to
help neutralise the oil, before applying it to the
frame. I'd then have to attack any blisters that
may come up overnight with an iron.

By comparison, using contact is relatively
straightforward. Firstly the surface of the sides

Pic.5 The veneers
were shaded with hot
sand to give definition
between each one.
The sand was heated
in a wok and the
veneers dipped in
with tweezers for a
few seconds

Pic.6 Now shaded,
each segment could
be joined to its puzzle
partner with veneer
tape. Any joint that
wasn’t tight would be
gently sanded on its
edge until perfect

;
Spiral table!

was scored up using an old saw blade, then one
coat of contact was applied just to the plywood,
which is quite porous. Once this first coat is dry
to the touch, another coat was applied over the
top of this one and also onto the veneer leaf - | like
to leave them both until just slightly tacky — and
then the veneer was laid in place. Working from
one edge first, push out any air pockets as you go.

Any stray glue was removed with a cabinet
scraper to avoid the temptation to try and sand
it off which, because of the persistence of
contact, can result in a veneer rub-through.
Then, with great care, the whole job was
sanded through 120, 240 and 360-grit random
orbital discs; any rub-throughs at this stage
would be very upsetting to say the least.

To finish, both tables were sprayed in high
gloss two-part cellulose-based polish, really
setting off the veneer patterns and colours.
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Pippy
and
practical

A desk designed
with a gentle
curve puts
everything within
reach. Jeff Segal
shows you how

AT Rk Sy it PN R
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A Pic.1 The timber for this project came from A Pic.2The cat’s paw marklngs in pippy oak are
a village in Staffordshire produced by small knots in the timber
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A Pic3The complex curves are drawn on the
plywood template with the help of a trammel

A Pic.6 Formers were built to give the curved
shape of the underframe

furniture for his home office. It was to

be the only free-standing item in the
entire room - apart from a single chair - so it
had to be striking but not overbearing. We
decided that solid pippy oak would give it a
charming, rustic look, full of character but easy
on the eye, gently contrasting with the room’s
prime oak doors, skirting and windows.
The user wanted to be able to place it in
different areas of the study, depending on the
task in hand or the light coming into the room
at different seasons. The shape | came up with
meant that it could be used with either the
long or short end against a wall. The gentle
curve puts everything on the large desktop
within reach and avoids redundant workspace,
without being enclosing and isolating like
many commercial workstations that wrap
around the user and jut out sharply into the
room. The front and back rails were l[aminated
into an arc from thin sheets of pippy oak, sawn
from the solid. The desk surface was made
big enough to take a monitor and keyboard at
either end plus papers for reading or writing.
Two shallow drawers built into the rails on the
concave side were added for stationery.

he client for this large desk wanted a
simple, practical but unique piece of

Curved oak deski

A Pic.4 Foamboard templates are then cut to
achieve the desired fan shape

A Pic.7 The underframe was made from thick
veneers sliced off the bandsaw

Pippy oak

The oak for the project came from a wood just
outside the village of Perton, Staffordshire,
only a mile from Wightwick Manor, an Arts
& Crafts house with Morris interiors. In Pic.2
you can see the ‘cat’s paw’ markings typical
of pippy oak, produced by small knots in the
timber. Pippy is much more a wild hedgerow
tree than a straight, clean, commercially
grown oak. The outside of the log has the
most pip; closer to the heart of the tree the
wood is plainer.

From the 10ft boards of 1%4in oak
purchased, | selected boards for the desktop
- there needed to be enough pip to add
character, but not so much as to distract the
user. Some of the markings are subtle; others
can be deep, wide and very rugged.

Template

To get the curved shape of the desktop, |
needed to build a full-size template. Working
with sheets of plywood positioned carefully
on the floor, | made a 10ft ‘trammel’, a kind
of giant compass, from a softwood beam

to draw the complex curves accurately. A
complete plywood desktop was then tested
for size, shape and comfort.

A Pics Little tiles of oak are placed between
each segment to form loose tenons

| a'n

A Pic.8 The final curved rails of the
underframe for the desk’s front and back

Using an artist’s display material called
foamboard, | then cut precise individual
templates for each of the eight segments
that would go to make up the fan-shaped
top. The geometry of every segment is quite
different from its neighbour.

Dealing with end-grain
The curved edges are end-grain and hard to
work. The only hand tools that will remove

a lot of material are spokeshaves or rasps.
My left-handed cabinetmakers’ rasps are

by Michel Auriou. To finish the edges with

a perfect curve needs a really sharp, old-
fashioned compass plane. You can adjust the
sole to run concave or convex to the radius
you choose.

Mortises for loose tenons

The desktop segments were all hand-planed
along their edges, with a slight hollow
lengthways and widthways to give a tighter fit
when they're eventually glued up. These were
jointed together with loose tenons - little tiles
of oak glued in between each segment. This is a
traditional method designed to give the
completed desktop extra strength and stability
across its length and to stop it flexing. A modern
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A Pic.g This mortise had to be cut at
a precise angle using a guide block

cabinetmaker might instead use an electric
biscuit jointer to cut elliptical slots and insert
manufactured biscuits in place of the loose
tenons. But this wouldn’t give the same
strength.

Underframe
The underframe was in many ways much more
complicated than the top. Making the curved
rails at the front and back of the desk needed
two different formers. Mine were made from
plywood and | used them to laminate thin
veneers of solid wood into the required profile.
The oak veneers were made from quarter-
sawn board, which gave the characteristic
silver ray effect to contrast with the pips.
They were produced on a bandsaw. They're
known as veneers, but of course they’re much
thicker than the 0.5smm commercial veneers
used to face MDF in conventional veneered
work; having been planed and thicknessed
they came down to 3.6mm thick — about the
maximum you can use for laminating. It’s
tricky: the very character of the oak means
there are vulnerable points that can easily
shatter in the machine. [See GW?225:52 for
more info” on sawcut veneering - DL]

A Pic.10The double tenon on the
rear rail slides after fine-tuning

e

A Pic.13 This joint ensures a seamless arc across
the desk front

Jointing
The joints to pull all of this geometry together
were pretty complex. Tying the big curved,
laminated rail at the back into the two rear legs
needed deep, accurate mortises cut at precise
angles. | used a block of oak secured to the leg
to quide the chisel in at the right pitch.

In Pic.10 you can see the double tenon on
the rear rail sliding into the matching mortise
in the leg - after a bit of fine-tuning. At the

A Pic.11 At the front of the desk is
this particularly challenging joint

A Pic.12 Another complex joint
connected the bearer rail to the legs

front of the desk there’s another equally
challenging joint. The lower of the two arched
rails — known as the drawer rail = had to be
tenoned into the leg and into the recessed side
rail behind it. That would keep it horizontal,
stop it twisting and pull the front legs in tight.
Pic.11 shows the twin tenon fitting into leg,
which is how the two parts of the joint slot
together. Measuring, marking up, making and
testing these kinds of joints is complicated.
Without the benefit of computer-aided design,
getting the angles right depends largely on
tracing them from a full-scale drawing.
Another complex joint (Pic.12) was needed to
connect the bearer rail to the legs — a double lap
dovetail, designed so the whole piece could be
dropped on to the legs and the ribs from above.
It’s hard to measure and mark up these joints
where a curved component meets a straight one

Fingerhold in drawer

The final detail on the drawers is a fingerhold
carved into the underside of the desk, just
big enough for a fingertip or two to pull the
drawer out gently. That means | can dispense
with knobs or handles, which would have
interrupted the flow of the front rail.

A Pic.14The lap dovetails of the drawer provide
beauty and strength

A Pic.15 The drawers, which are hidden in the
desk’s front, are opened with these fingerholds
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A Pic.16 Before the top was fixed, the fit of the
drawers needed checking
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Les Thorne

| like the fact that you can experiment
with colours and textures on something
that is a utilitarian subject. | think
people are more likely to spend money
on a utilitarian thing these days. People
don’t have ornaments any more, there
are no more Lulworth Cove-type
trinkets. My future is in functional
objects. The mills are textured then
sprayed black, sanded off and coloured
over the top. They have ceramic
grinders so can be used for salt too.

Les Thorne

www.noturningback.co.uk

Les takes great care to
ensure that the backs
of his bowls look as
good as the fronts

Turn the page for a
profile of GW’s resident
woodturner
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Les assesses the suitability of this piece of burr; he does most of his own work on his Oneway 2436

giant lathe Photographs by Richard Walsh

Turning a profit

then the phone rings and he is heard
animatedly chatting... about golf. It turns out
that the call is from the lady’s captain of his
golf club...

Now can we talk about turning? No, Les and
Richard are chatting earnestly about the
importance of hand/eye coordination when
hitting a small white ball with a long stick and
having a discussion about intuition v study of
technique. | seize my moment: is that relevant
to turning too? | ask. Bingo! I'm in.

“I couldn’t draw a straight line or a circle
when | started,” says Les. “Now | can. | learnt
hand/eye coordination. Woodturning is
something you learn by doing it. Some do it
parrot fashion like me and others just do it.
Some are naturally better atit. Iwasa
reasonable sportsman. That helps.”

Turning lessons

Les gives one-to-one and small group lessons in
his farm workshop in Old Alresford, Hampshire,
near where he has lived man and boy. He is
also a production turner and goes out and
about giving demonstrations.

“I've had men and women who have been
shaking with nerves out of their comfort zone,”

Like most professional woodworkers, turner Les Thorne has
to juggle several balls — he makes some in this issue - in
order to make a living. He talks to Andrea Hargreaves

Les and his lathe make short work of this
wet blank

y meeting with Les Thorne, with
whose work you will be familiar
over many issues of GW, reminds
me of turning a piece of wood
from blank to finished item. The start is rough,
literally, as he calls ‘Give it a shove’ from the
office where he is on the phone, grinning the
Cheshire Cat smile that is familiar to those who
flock to his demonstrations as the door gives
and | fall up the step.

Any dignity | might once have had in tatters,
| go in for the kill: why does he do it? For the
money of course, he replies, and for the next
hour or so tries very hard to give the impression
that he cares only for the technique of turning,
not for its aesthetics. A couple of coffees later,
however, and he begins revealing another side
to his character... passion.

A keen golfer and angler he is soon swapping
handicaps with photographer Richard Walsh,

As a production turner Les has made a huge
quantity of staircase spindles in his time
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This array of
chisels may look
impressive but
Les says he only
uses about six
of them

he recalls. “Some students want to know how
and why. The whys will be better because
generally they’ll analyse things and understand
how they work. The difference between [other
forms of] woodwork and turning is that the
tool must be rested in the right place on
moving wood. The school of hard knocks is the
other way of learning. That’s probably how

| learnt.”

Les comes from a family of woodworkers.
Three of his four brothers are woodworkers and
one, Stephen, works next door as a
cabinetmaker. Les and a brother used to own a
sawmill and he trained as a saw doctor, then
he drifted into woodturning and was a
stay-at-home dad while he learnt the skills.
“My dad owned a woodturning supply shop. |
had a brilliant father. He had a thousand
customers who all gave me advice. It was
something | could do with kids. | taught at
Dad’s shop for a while, then at night school
with 11 lathes.”

At this point he realised he would prefer to
teach smaller groups on five lathes. “I teach
small groups who know each other. | prefer
one-to-one, | want perfect students because
they make my life easier. | want them to enjoy
it. Nine out of ten don’t continue. They like
buying the equipment and will spend £3,000 or
£4,000 kitting out their workshop, then not
use it.” He, however, was lucky enough to be
largely kitted out by Brimarc. “I teach nearly
every aspect of turning, though not thread
chasing because there’s no call for it anymore.”

| look at the huge number of tools hanging
up and ask him how many he uses. “Everybody
has a hundred tools and only uses six of them.
I’'m a woodturning prostitute. | turn for money,

Callipers are essential

workwise 60% production, 30% teaching and
10% demonstrating. I’'m an applicator of colour
and texture, not an artist,” he says, citing the
work of Nick Agar: “He’s the best art turner.
Creation is the thing for him, he makes
something then he moves on. If | made
something like that I would make 100

of them.”

His favourite wood is burr oak because it is
“proper English wood.” It is, he says, the most
saleable timber apart from spalted beech. “I'm
not a tree hugger. | like nice bits of wood.”

Production work

His work is well-known and he reckons to get
most of the production work locally, anything

Les nsjmes three turners who
have particularly influenced
him:

Nick Agar “because he is the

best woodturning artist | have
ever met, an innovator”

Gary Rance “because he knows
how to make money from being
fast and accurate; he’s the best
there is teaching wise”

Stuart Mortimer “because of
what he does for juniors; he’s a
compulsive woodturner who
still inspires me”

s

;
Les Thorne'!

Followers of Les Thorne will often see his
own Signature gouge featured. “It came
about from the need for an existing tool to
be made stronger and is a combination of
traditional spindle gouge and continental
spindle gouge. Ashley lles makes it for me.”

from cribbage pegs in alternative ivory to huge
pillars and metre-diameter mirror frames. He
works to a minimum price of £30 for a one-off
piece and would charge probably £40 for a
newel post and between £7 and £20 for a stair
spindle. He works on a gigantic Oneway 2436
which can turn 9ft between centres and 4ft
diameter, and uses a Oneway 2416 with
vacuum chuck for teaching.

He does 40 demos or so a year and while he
will travel abroad prefers to stay at home. “I'm
a homeboy. Why go abroad when | can teach
here? I’'m going to be here in five years’ time,
doing exactly the same. I’'m not going to get
bigger. I’'m not money orientated. | don’t want
a flash car or to die as a millionaire, but | do see
the point of having time off now. | get a buzz
out of production work and | love bundling up
stair spindles. But I'd never do woodturning as
a hobby.” Why not? [ ask. “I’'m deeply
passionate about woodturning but | don’t want
to be seen as an anorak,” he says. “I love
people who are passionate. That’s all | ever ask
of anybody.” Ah, | say, what if you were a
professional golfer? He breaks into a grin:
“Then | might be a woodturner!”

Turn to page 80 to see how Les turns and
embellishes a couple of balls

Fine results depend on working through the grits
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D&M Tools has been family owned and managed since 1976. We
have earned a reputation with our customers as a trusted partner
with the personal touch, combined with expert advice from our
trained staff, great value and speedy nationwide delivery service —
PLUS delivery is FREE for most orders over £99.

LOW TRADE PRICES!

Whether you're buying online, by phone, email, post or visiting us
in-store, D&M provides you with the widest range of quality hand,
power tools and machinery all at the keenest prices and from stock.

UNBEATABLE VALUE!

Visit our easy-to-use website to
see what we mean about range
and value. Browse and buy with
confidence 24hrs a day from the
biggest brands in the business, all
at prices you'll find hard to beat.
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CARRIAGE RATES
UK MAINLAND

UK MAINLAND UP TO £99 - NOW ONLY £5.95

ON ORDERS OVER £99 OVER £99 - FREE

*Orders over £99 & under 25kg next day £4.95 s ony)
(EXCEPT AS MARKED SEE OUR RATES OF Single items over 25kg and Machines

CARRIAGE FOR MORE DETAILS) carriage P.O.A.

Follow us on Twitter
@DM _Tools

Like us on Facebook T . Subscribe on YouTube
facebook.com/DandMTools Y"" youtube.com/DMTools1

DLX2005 18V LXT 2 PIECE KIT BOSTITCH DT1855E + 240V MRCU COMBO KIT

DCK290M2 18V XR HAMMER DRILL & IMPACT DRIVER KIT

& DCDGRSL2 18V 3 Speed XRP Hammer Dl g — o } LXT Lithiwm-lon 3.04h battenes - = BT1855-E 18g Bradder

= DCFBASLZ 18V Impact Driver * d5%-minute optimum charger CARRY & MRCBL Compressor

o 2 18Y 4,040 XR Li<lon Batterses | # 18V 2 Speed LXT Hammer Driver-Dnll DHP4582 CASE # All air connectors & 5m air hose
® Gmin charger fERD = 18V LXT Impact Drver DTD14672 * (il, cary-case & fasteners

= 05150 Tough System Kit Box . * Camy Case

-l
£166.63

BOS MRCBETU

INC VAT

MAK DLX2005

s

DEW DCK290M2

_ =
DW?745 PORTABLE TABLE SAW + DE7400 WORKSTATION

GKF600 600W 1/4IN PALM ROUTER + 3 EXTRA BASES

DWE315KT 240V 300W OSCILLATING MULTI TOOL

« Quick aceessary change & Powwerful 300w Mator | 700W brush maotor » Powerful 600W motor for wide range of application

® Supenor Ergonomics = [-5TAK Kitbox * Rack & Pinion fence design » Spindle lock and self-releasing collets for fast router bit changes

* Mo load Speed: 0 - 22,000 opm & 37pc Accessory Set * Telescoping fence rails i = Finger support pockets for additional stability, especially when working edges
= Variable Speed Trigger & Dust Extraction Adaptor # Metal roll cage | 1 » Compact and robust design thanks to sturdy aluminiem housing

* Sanding Platen included » Depth Stop / Strasght Cut Guide * 3850 rpm No Load Speed I

* Universal Adaptor included

£529.95 o ©) BOSCH  Lghone
INC VAT R Sl i
£441.63 v @ £134.95
/ INC VAT
| | £11246

B5H GKF&00

Base cover
RT0700CX2 ROUTER/TRIMMER TREND AIRSHIELD PRO GBT-1850KU CORDLESS BRAD NAILER

o b e A . & Drives 15-50 mim 18 brad nails =
» Variable speed control by dial # Built-in quick raiser micro height adjustment . ,.\-J ,:I..1 ible with ,.I...‘: iy
« Thiee point quick release feature in base e g L e

= Alummium body
* Precision depth adjustment # Fixing holes for optional accessories :AI'"'" Drands of gas and
* Power input 2000W :

= Spindle lock, Accepts Bmm & Bmm
* Mo load speed 8-20,000rpm.

« collets (114" & 3/8")

& Alumeraum bases S“FF“E“
WITH FREE 1/4"

COLLET WORTH

SUPPLIED WITH:

= 1 x 8 hour battery,
# 1 x battery charger
# 1 x Pair THP2 fine filters,
# 1 x Arflow indicator,
# 1 x Clear visor owvedlay
# 1 x Casry Bag

£189.95) |

INC VAT

£189.95

INC VAT

£158.29
£XE VAT

TRE AIRPRO

TRE TIEK

EDS GET1850K

DEWALT DWS520KR PLUNGE SAW PACKAGE

3 o 3 T oy e
* Highly accurate clean culting plunge cutting saw * Parallel plunge allows smooth constant hand position

 Complete with 2 x 1,4m guide rails + ral bag COMPLETE WITH ot preriargel et \ Pﬁ"ff:, “HLE,E“

Powerful 1300W motor adil 3 p— . i
ppssirlpsinlioies & X 1.4m RANS, » Anti-kickback functor N . Connecting Bar
» Mechanical brake — - . CONNECTOR BAR & » Variable speed e~ - -

= Variable speed control - o _"""—- CARRY BAG! # Full wave electronics iy v + Rail Bﬂg + Pair
= Soft grip handles . r _ of Clamps +

) DWV9220 Dust
Connectors

I’H! ".I! ! ’ fl
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Specification:
Mo load speed: 2,000-5, 200rpm. Power inpui:
1,300W. 2407110V Max cut @90° 55mm, 245
39mm. Blade: 165/ 20mm. Weight: 4.2kg.

. -~

Specification: MEGA PACK

Voltage: 2400110V Power input: 1300W. No load Egsg 95

spead: 1750-4000mm. Blade diameter: 165mm.

Bevel capacity: 45°. Max depth of cut @ 45° 44mm

& 90° 59mm. Max depth of cut on rails & 45° £324.95
40mm, @ 90° 55mm. Weight: 5.1kg.

|
INC VAT
274,17

MAK S5P6000K1KIT

FESTOOL TS55REBQ-PLUS-FS 160MM PLUNGE SAW + 2 X 1.4M RAILS, 2 CONNECTORS & RAIL BAG

* T555R Plunge Saw

* Systainer 515 4 T-LOC

# 2 x 1.4m Guide Rails

+ 2 x Rail Connecting Pieces
+ Guide Rail Storage Bag
AVAILABLE 110V & 2400

MAFELL MT55CC PLUNGE SAW KIT WITH 2 X 1.6M RAILS, CONNECTOR, CLAMPS & RAIL BAG

Featuring the World's quickest blade change

n 3 simple steps and a cutting depth of 57mm
plus innovative swivel system, there are so
many possibilities,
AVAILABLE 110V & 240V

£589.95

INC VAT

MAF MT55CCKIT

( Specification:
Cutting depth 0 - 57 mm. Cutting depth at 45° 0 -

40,5 mm. Tilt range -1 bis +48°. Mominal no-load ; : "".‘ "
speed 3600 - 6250 rpm. Normal load speed 3400 e ks, 4

rpm Universal-rmotor 230Y /50 Hz. Nominal irput ." S ‘y
1400 W Weight 4.7 kg .

£449.95
INC VAT
£374.96
EXC VAT
5200rpm. Cutting depth: 0-55mm. Inclination: 0- FES 561583KIT1
L 45 'i"JIQ' ':.Ih-: 4 E"E z: FEE 55-15“""[1

=  EREER
CARRY 1
[Z53 L FESTDOL

Specification: 1
Pawer consumption: 1200W. Mo load speed: 2000

\'.__

All offers subject to availability. Prices subject to change without prior notice, prices correct at time they went to press. We cannot be responsible for any mistakes. lllustrations are not binding in detail. We offer a full range of tools, these are just a few.

wo () 020 8892 3813 Q www.DM-TOOLS.CO.UK
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ELearning curve

t’s now a year since, as a fresh-faced

rookie, | ventured onto the local craft fair

circuit. | found that there’s a bit more to it

than just making a few things, stacking
them on a table and waiting for the punters to
pay up. I'll tell you more about the fairs
themselves next month, but it’s probably
helpful to start at the beginning, with some of
the stuff — there’ll be more next month - that |
had to think about in advance, from finding
where the fairs were and dealing with the
organisers, to making sure | was ready for that
heady moment when | made my first sale - not
to mention the little detail of how I'd get my
assorted goodies and all the display
paraphernalia to the venue.

The first question, though, before all of that
—and it’s a very important one as it will
determine whether you get past these first
paragraphs or not — is “Why?” Why would
anyone want to be a craft fair exhibitor?

The answer might seem obvious - to make
some money from a craft. As so often, though,
it’s not that simple. Most of the other
exhibitors | talk to seem to be doing it for a
range of other reasons. It’s a chance to spend a
day interacting with the public and other
crafters, perhaps get some nice, warming,
positive feedback on skills and form the
occasional friendship. It might also be an
opportunity to promote a business, do a bit of

Time-consuming joint-cutting makes Michael’s
products expensive for craft fairs - especially
when competing against cheap imports

Craft fair rookie

Michael Forster passes on what he has learned during
a year on the craft fair circuit

Saturday morning and can’t get ...but over the year Michael wised up - his networking and maybe - if Lady Luck got out
through the hall for boxes - must be wheeled holiday luggage is much more the right side of her bed - take a commission or

another craft fair... convenient as well as gentler on his back two. After all, when better to commission a

- piece of bespoke work from a craftsperson than
when you’ve actually seen and handled their
work up close?

What it is least likely to be, in my experience -
certainly for a cabinetmaker or similar —is a
way of turning a quick profit. Turners, from
what | gather, generally fare better because
they don’t have to cut time-consuming joints
and can produce small but desirable items
relatively quickly. Start cutting joints, though,
and it gets terribly labour-intensive - and
therefore expensive — and that reflects in sales.
Being retired and therefore not dependent on
this for a living, | can keep my prices down to a




;
How to do fairs'!

Many people go to craft fairs more to look than
to buy, so don’t rely on fast sales but enjoy the
social contact

reasonable level, but even then the items Some organisers will
hardly fly off the stall. There’s usually a lot of only accept high-
interest, though, and | always have on display quality genuine craft

some examples of my bespoke boxes along work; this stunning

with free leaflets and cards that visitors are example is from

encouraged to take away. One good Lincolnshire potters

commission could make a sales-barren fair well ~ Snail Pottery

worthwhile, but that won’t happen too often. Photo courtesy of
Other, more experienced, stallholders Snail Pottery

related very similar experiences: as in the rest
of the economy, things are very quiet just now

on the craft fair front. Even in good times many Craft fair visitors
people - including me, | readily confess - love to see
attend fairs more to look than to buy. A something a little
common theme | hear from organisers and unusual such as this
fellow exhibitors — and now realise from my paper-crafter’s use
own experience - is the sheer unpredictability of newsprint as a
of it all; the same display, with the same background...

products and prices, at the same venue can be
a huge success one weekend and a total flop
on another. ...or Michael’s little
So what this amounts to is that — at least on ~ band-sawn boxes that
the local level that I've experienced so far —it’'s  they can’t resist
definitely not something to consider as an stroking!
alternative to the day job, but it may offer a
great many other, less tangible, benefits. Now,
let’s look at some of the practicalities.

It’s worth giving some thought and time to
finding the right fairs if you want to have the
best chance of selling. Craft fairs vary
enormously, from a £10 pitch at a market run
at a local pub to 3-figure fees for a stall at a
high-profile national event. | haven’t done the
latter yet so | only know them either as a visitor
or from perusing their websites. In between
those two extremes there are some very
high-quality local events where a stall might
cost perhaps £25-£50 per day, with the
organisers spending time and money
promoting their fair to a discerning sector of
the market. These are good places for a rookie
exhibitor to learn the ropes.

In deciding where to exhibit your fine work,
there are some things to look out for. '

Does the organiser have any terms and -
conditions? Do they want to see your work

www.getwoodworking.com February 2014 GW276 53
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A supply of business cards is vital if you’re hoping to get some
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Michael’s trifold leaflets promote the
bespoke side of his work

before accepting your booking? If the answer
to both those is “No,” then you’ll probably be
able to get a pitch for a tenner - but you could
be in competition with a lot of very cheap,
bought-in and possibly imported stuff. The best
advice is simply to talk to the organiser and get
a sense of their approach.

The best organisers will require that all items
are hand-made by the person behind the stall,
specifically excluding imports and items
assembled from kits, such as die-cut greetings
cards. That’s a good sign. Not only will the
competition be fairer but it’ll be a much more
interesting day as you will meet other fine
craft-workers, make friends and get inspired.

The organisers will probably make a real
effort to create a sense of occasion at their
fairs, and will ask stallholders’ cooperation in
this. One that | use, for example, always holds
indoor events with power supplies available
and asks vendors to bring lighting for their stall
— with on-site PAT (Portable Appliance Testing)

available for a small charge. This is useful as
getting it done there covers us for any other
fairs we attend. Ask what is provided. Many
organisers will provide a table and a couple of
chairs but some, especially the cheaper ones,
may expect you to bring your own.

A good one will promote the event well,
from newspaper adverts to flyers in local cafés
and coffee shops, but a bit of help from
stallholders also goes a long way, so tell your
Facebook friends! Thirty stallholders between
them can easily generate a footfall of 100 or so
to add to whatever the organisers attract.

One way to find organisers is to register on
Stallfinder.com - a useful website where
organisers search for exhibitors and vice versa.
Search by locality and event type to find what’s
on near you and gauge the serious organisers.

This is going to sound like a load of red tape,
but please bear with me. There’s not too much

Even battery-powered LED fairy lights can make a big difference

54 GW276 February 2014 www.getwoodworking.com

Ask whether power is available. Lighting can really set off a stall

HOLAYOY 20 ¥

You should get lights and extensions PAT tested;
Michael pays £2 per year for each item

of it, and the few minutes it takes to tie it up
will repay itself with incalculable interest in
peace of mind.

At the kind of events | attend, and in the
nature of my stall, the risks are minimal, but
some degree of insurance cover is still
necessary — at the least, Public Liability Cover,
and | also have Product Liability in case anyone
might claim to have been harmed by my
products. | don’t think that’s at all likely, but
these days that doesn’t mean someone won't
make a frivolous claim and fighting it could be
a nightmare without insurance. There are
companies specialising in insurance for crafters
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Insurance is advisable to say the least and some
organisers want to see evidence of it

and their rates offer cheap peace of mind.
Check the terms and conditions, especially the
territorial aspect: will your products still be
insured if bought as gifts for customers’ friends
overseas’

Will the product liability cover extend to
website sales or only to craft fairs? Officially,
my insurers set limits but have proved very
flexible in practice as long as | keep them
informed.

Insurers will also offer optional cover against
the loss of stock, whether in storage or thefts
from the stall itself. In my experience,
shoplifting is not prevalent at craft fairs but it
has happened and it’s worth being alert,
especially if your display involves the use of
expensive digital devices.

For a simple stall selling small craft items,
very basic insurance cover is likely to be more
than adequate. If of course you are
demonstrating your craft and have tools and
machinery around then that is a whole different
ballgame. Then, the fair organisers and your
insurers need to be informed in advance as
well, and they or the show organisers might
require a simple risk assessment.

| did a farm and country show with heavy
agricultural machinery being demonstrated,
and their risk assessment form seemed
completely over the top for my little stall but |
could see why they needed it. However, | took
the opportunity of using it as a model to
produce my own — much simpler and more
appropriate = which | now keep on file, review
occasionally, and could if need be produce as

www.stallfinder.com

Search here for local fairs and organisers, and
register with them for a small fee if you want
the organisers to be able to find you

www.craftinsurance.co.uk

lan W Wallace are my own insurers whose
terms and business approach I've found
excellent thus far. There are others of course,
but this is where | finished my search

Cuckoo’s Nest Fairs 2013

Quality Art & Craft Fairs in Leicestershire & Rutiand

Best Westem The Three Swans Hotel
MKT HARBOROUGH
Saturday 23rd February
Sat & Sun 2nd & 3rd November

All Fairs Open From
10am — 4.30pm

Victoria Hall, High St
OAKHAM
Saturday 9th March

Saturday 19th October

Community Centre
SYSTON
Sat & Sun 16th & 17th Nov

= o
Christmas Art & Craft Fair _ﬁ‘ = A
in aid of LOROS f" o : ' pEE
—
—

Good organisers invest in publicity, including
posters, newspaper adverts and flyers like this

evidence of good practice should an insurance
claim arise.

In the nature of craft fairs, you naturally want
to keep things simple and minimise paperwork
- apart from anything else you don’t have a lot
of space behind the stall. But it is helpful to
have a note of what sells, not only for
accounting - and the dreaded income tax
self-assessment - but in order to know where
to concentrate in the future. | take to every fair
a simple list of the different products | have,
and tick them off as they sell. The more ticks a
particular item accumulates the more likely
that I'll make more for next time. It also means
that with a quick bit of mental arithmetic | can
tot up how the day’s going.

Most customers don’t expect receipts for
cash payments, simply paying and moving on
- but | always go prepared with some simple
paper receipts just in case. For card payments,
my card reader — more on which next month
- will send a receipt if | enter the customer’s
email address, and again | have a few simple
prepared forms on which | can scribble the
essential information for any who prefer a

How to do fairs'!
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Some traders have special cash boxes but
Michael likes this simple bag which can be
carried around when away from the stall

aft Fair Sales
-23rd November
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Michael finds it simplifies paperwork to track
sales as he makes them

receipt in their hand. My experience is that

there’s a lot of trust and goodwill around at
these fairs — but these kinds of provision are
good to have there just in case.

What I've tried to do this month is get some
of the ‘heavier’ stuff out of the way so that
next month we can look at the actual fair itself
and at ways of making that as enjoyable -
hopefully profitable, but at least let’s enjoy it
- as it can be.

When he thought he’d covered all the angles, he did a trial set-up at home - and found he hadn’t

www.getwoodworking.com February 2014 GW276 55



hamilton beverstock

CNC sharpening & metal cutting specialists «

s G CIBRES o SERVICING s BOUJTERGUIMERS o POWER HOOLLS
s ABBASIVES S [JUBNING TOOLS « PIEANER BLEADES

BAND SAW BLADES With over 33 yedrs experience in the saw

industry, and as a supplier to major machine
Welded to any length manufacturers, we know, like thousands of

other satisfied customers, you'll be happy with
our high quality band saw blades for cutting
wood, metal, plastics, food...

... If you're a hobbyist or a professional,
call us today for a friendly service, free
advice and competitive prices.

Hamilton Beverstock Ltd.

(01633) 838900 - (01633) 873803
sales@hamiltonbeverstock.com

| 2

thehobbit

Every Hobbit stove is hand

finished in our Devon workshop

and configured as either a

DEFRA APPROVED or standard

model. Options include; stove

Cleanburn stand, back boiler, galley rail
& and coal bars.

Height 465mm
Width 302mm
Depth 272mm ,
Efficiency 75% | Alrwash _
Choose from a wide range of
S /EBRIGHT colours &
Include gither oULILD BHRAS: or
Top or Rear DEFRA -
Back Boiler CHROME fittings
Flue Stand | APPROVED i




@ AIRPRESS

Vacuum Veneering & Laminating Solutions

Veneer & Laminate all your flat and curved panels with
the UK’s No.1 Vacuum Pressing Systems
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Professional AirPress

Call us for advice and
information or see our full

range of Vacuum Presses on
our website

Tel: +44 (0)1725 514426 WWW.airpress.co.uk

dohn Davis Woodturning Centre

... a working woodturning centre run by Woodturners for Woodturners not just a shop

See the NEW website

Stockist of:
PLANET/ [PROXXON
Ky 8
Flexcut’ g CHESTNUT m
email: admin@johndaviswoodturning.com The Old Stables, Chilbolton Down Farm

Stockbridge, Hampshire SO20 6BU

Tel: 01 264 81 1 070 Shop Open: Wed - Sat 10am - 5pm, Sun 10am - 2pm




EDeWalt product launch

Andy King hitches-a-rtde
In a Ferrari and goes
under the bonnet to look
at brushless motors.

Three speeds, brushless, and heavy-duty build:
what’s not to like about the new combi!

58 GW276 February 2014 www.getwooding.com

eWalt certainly doesn’t scrimp when
trying to impress its dealers with new
products and | was in the enviable
position of being invited along to
Silverstone once again to see the products due
for launch over the coming months, with some
very interesting ones pencilled in for spring.

This time around there were no motorbikes
or Bradley Smith to entertain us; we had to
make do with a bloke called Ben Collins from
round my neck of the woods.

Who? You may well ask... but fans of Top
Gear know him better as The Stig and he was
on hand to break up a day of looking at new
product to give some of the lucky dealers a spin
around the circuit with him at the wheel.

| didn’t get that chance sadly, | had to make do
with piloting an Aston Martin as well as being
driven by an instructor in a Ferrari and then later
on at terrifyingly breakneck speed in a Nissan GTR,
hitting more than 160mph on a short straight.

Mind you, | did hear later on that The Stig
had melted the gearbox in a GTR so who knows
what speeds he was hitting!

After all that excitement | guess I'd best report
on the real reason | was there. As with other
manufacturers, now that lithium lon is firmly
established, there’s an occasional upgrade to a
higher amphour rating although DeWalt has
stuck with its 4Ah 18V system, but there will be
an upgrade to the 10.8V range to 2.0Ah
batteries, due around April.

However, it’s brushless motors where the
manufacturers’ battle is now raging and
DeWalt is looking along these lines in the next
months with a new 18V 3-speed combi drill as
well as a hugely powerful impact wrench.

Also on the way are a couple of other new
battery products including a further first-fix
nailgun that has a 2-speed function for
increased productivity.

The Multitool market is an expanding area and
DeWalt has already entered the arena with a
mains model, but once again it’s the battery
version that really impresses. This was on display

Although the new saw is
shown folded with the fence,
riving knife and mitre fence
in place...




against the rival battery machines and the speed
and ease with which any tool can be swapped
in and out as well as innovative dust control for
sanding makes this one very high on my list of
review products once it becomes available.

This is a brushless motor model, which gives
a dual benefit of increased runtime as well as
the slimmest grip on a multi-tool in the market;
it really is a very ergonomic tool.

But if like me you like quirky things, the clever
little 2-port USB charger will take any of the
DeWalt slide-on Li-lon packs to charge any device;
no more flat batteries on the old mobile now!

There’s also a compact DAB radio in the
pipeline with even better DAB signal reception,
again a release for some time later this year.

Moving along to the mains machines, a nifty
little laminate trimmer joins the range of
routers and while it is designed for laminate
work, it is also a cracking little palm router in
its own right and there will be a selection of
accessories such as guide bushes available
once the product hits the shelves.

Of course, | always keep the best until last,
and in the portable tablesaw market DeWalt
has kept the same rack-and-pinion fence that
has a proven track record but introduced a saw
that is so user friendly it should take the market
by storm when it is released next year.

It’s built for transportation with every part
such as fence, riving knife and mitre fence all
having their own storage onboard to keep
them safe, but it’s the unique way in which you
get going in seconds from storage to working
that will make it a winner.

Coupled with an increase in cutting capacity
while retaining a small footprint as well as a
built-in wheel base, it looks to be well worth
the wait for production models to become
available, although that isn’t going to be until
well into the year.

It certainly looks like DeWalt is kicking on with
not only plenty of new products, but packing in
innovation that is truly useful, not just a
gimmick or two to try and suck you in, so it
looks like this year will be a great one for new
product reviews.

So at the end of what was a pretty long day,
it was back in the van for the journey home,
although travelling at a sedate 70mph seemed
like a snail’s pace compared to the thrills | had
experienced earlier in the day.

...the storage of all the accessories is brilliant,
taking seconds to remove and re-fit

j
E
:

This little laminate trimmer is also a cracking ...making it ideal for work such as hinge jigs
little router in its own right... fitted on the door lining

The new DAB radio is more compact and takes A nifty little USB charger will keep your phone
all current slide-on battery packs fully charged throughout the day

—

e . 5

This is likely to be the multitool that the rivals will be fighting hard against; it has some brilliant features

www.getwoodworking.com February 2014 GW276 59
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MYTHICAL
BEAST

This month Peter Berry goes into high relief
with this more complex carving of a gryphon

v

he mixture of mythology and wood has a very long history. So
for this month’s relief-carving project | will show you how to carve
my version of the gryphon. This creature is a dynamic mix of lion
and eagle.

In my last two projects most of the cutting of the lines was done with
a V tool. This tool is appropriate for long sweeping cuts, such as around
the leaf or body of the dolphin in previous projects.

Sharper more accurate and consistent lines can be achieved by incised
cutting with a suitable-size gouge. | will use a combination of the two
techniques in this project.

Incised cutting can be a little tricky so | would advise that you try
some practice cuts on a spare piece of timber before you attempt the
project. Put simply, the technique is to stab down on the line vertically,
then use the same chisel at a low angle to cut up to the line.

Incising can require a few more chisels to enable you to follow
different line shapes, so my chisel range reflects this.

The gryphon will be completed in slightly higher relief than before.
High relief creates a deeper background resulting in @ more dynamic
carving, which particularly suits the subject.

Take your time with this work as the detail needs to be clean and sharp.
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The plan is cut out and used as a template to draw the outline on to
the wood. | ignore the detail at this stage. The project block is 150mm
high by 95mm wide by 15mm deep. From blade tip to tip the length of
the picture is 8omm.

| use the tools shown. For your guidance their numbers
are repeated in brackets in the step-by-step photo
sequence instructions.
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-
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Learning to carvei
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A Pic.2 Note the two-handed grip of the chisel

which is both safe and controlled

A Pic.4 See how the shape of the blades’ cutting
edge has been used to stab in the short lengths

(4 & 5)

A Pic.3 Peter incise-cuts the short tight lines,
and since he is stabbing down he can to some

extent ignore the direction line

A Pic.1 To avoid cutting into the grain Peter

follows the arrows when outlining with a V tool (2)
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A Pic.6 Peter now carves the background across the grain to ‘raise’ the

subject; he is also looking to create a pleasing texture (4).

A Pic.5 The outline of the gryphon is fully cut out
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E Project

A Pic.7 He rounds off the edges noting the direction of cut carefully, see
Pic.1, and lightly skims the surface following the grain (5)

#‘I//J —

A Pic.9 Note the chisels he has used to cut in the detail, clockwise A Pic.10 He incises the shape of the eye and the wrinkles with the bottom
(5), (7) & (6) chisel (4) and rounds the eyeball with the corner of the top chisel (5)

A Pic.11 The result is some nice clean shapes. A Pic.12 Now Peter adds and cuts additional A Pic.13 Lastly come ‘feathers’ stabbed in with a
Practice and more practice is the key lines on the neck with the V tool (2) and uses the  V tool (2). He has also cut the outline a little
incise technique on the cheek (4) lower with a V tool (1), and added finer texturing

around the outline with a gouge (3)
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13 Issues delivered to your door

Save up to 38% off the shop price
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34 Piece X-Line Accessory Set™
when you subscribe today
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73% ON DIGITAL
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34-piece X-Line classic drill Box contains:

- : ; 5 x wood drill bits 4-8 mm
and screwdriver bit set: 5 x HSS metal drill bits 2-5 mm

This premium Bosch quality X-Line set contains 5 x masonry drill bits 5-8 mm
all that you will need for drilling and screw driving 3 x socket wrenches 7/8/10 mm
and fits all power tools and brands. 1 x adapter for socket wrench

1 X magnetic universal holder

1 x countersink bit
TERMS & CONDITIONS: Ofter ends 21st February 2014, "Gift for UK subscribers only, while stocks last . .
“"When you subscribe by Direct Debit. Please see www.getwoodworking.com/fterms for full terms & conditions. 1 3 Screr river bl’[S
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¢8) www.subscription.co.uk/gwwl/V543 (2) 0844 543 8200

Lines open weekdays 8am —9.30pm & Saturday 8am — 4pm

BT landline calls to 0844 numbers will cost no more than 5p per minute. Calls from maobiles usually cost more,
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plane blades turning tools carving tools chisels drill bits punches abrasives
w

" Order online today at

www.foolnut.co.uk
or call to order on 01424 224269

SUPERIOR JAPANESE
WATERSITONES

These stones were introduced into the UK market in
2012 and have also become the firm waterstone
favourite for Lie Nielsen Toolworks in the USA.

Use for edge preparation, honing and final polishing for
chisels to plane blades, knives to cut throat razors.

Available in the following grits:
+220-£34.22 +600-£34.69 +1000-£43.09 «3000 - £46.69
+ 6000 - £59.89 «8000-£73.20 - 10,000 - £93.60

Full Set of 7 Single Grit Stones and Nagura Stone - £359.23

Combination Stones available in the following grits:
+ 1000/3000 - £39.49 - 1000/6000 - £57.49
» 3000/8000 - £64.69 -« 6000/10000 - £82.50 -« Nagura Stone - £13.09

Classie Hand Tools

Classic Hand Tools Ltd., Unit B, Hill Farm
Business Park, Witnesham, Ipswich, Suffolk 1P6 9EW

Tel- 01473 784983 - www.classichandtools.co.uk - sales@classichandtools.co.uk



-~I'he Rocking Horse Shop

ﬂcmgners, Makers 8&Restorers of Excellent meRkWHorses in the best Tradmun of ©°
" English I-Ianc!.(:ra,ftmﬁ,shlpﬂce I'E)_},7«§~ N

Call or go online for our FREE full colour catalogue

Also suppliers of top quality timber packs, accessories & fittings all made in our workshops.

; s ﬁﬂ? Carving Courses

| Whether you are an experienced carver B n
or have never carved before, you will

_ » 4
g benefit enormously from one of our
' ‘ courses.

www.rockinghorse.co.uk Tel: 0800 7315418
Fangfoss, YORK YO41 5]H
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Woods for food

| have a large amount of teak, iroko and beech and want to cut them up
to make chopping boards. Do you know if these woods are ‘food safe’
and won't taint or poison the food?

Kevin Nairn, by email

According to my wood species bible, Wood Identification and Use, by
Terry Porter, Tectona grandis, or Burma teak, can cause dermatitis,
conjunctivitis, irritation to the nose and throat, swelling of the scrotum,
nausea and oversensitivity to the light, while Rhodesian teak (Baikiaea
plurijuga) could cause only respiratory irritation. Iroko's list of possible
1 health risks comprises

dermatitis,
furunculosis, asthma,
nettle rash, oedema
. of the eyelids,

~ respiratory problems,
sneezing and
giddiness. Beech,
which is commonly
used for chopping
boards, still could give
dermatitis, eye
irritation, decrease in lung function, or, rarely, nasal cancer.

But before you think no timber is safe for chopping boards, remember
that It is of course the dust from working these timbers that can cause
the harm rather than the made object so providing you mask up and
have good workshop extraction you should be OK. In any case any
culinary utensil should be finished with a food-safe product such as those
from Chestnut.

A quick Google showed me boards on sale in teak and beech (John
Lewis) and iroko (several other sources).

Good luck with the boards and let me have a photo when they are
made. The picture above is from a board project in the next issue of GW.
Andrea Hargreaves

' Email andrea.hargreaves@mytimemedia.com
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VARLIG CLAMP

Self clamping straight line clamp guide.

Integral clamping jaws and a locking
lever provide a quick way of clamping
the guide batten.

Ideal for holding & clamping work pieces.

Aluminium extrusion incorporating T-slots.

Three lengths of clamp available

24 inch, 36 inch and 50 inch.

trend

For more information visit

www.trend-uk.com

68 GW276 February 2014 www.getwoodworking.com

Bottle |ack
solution

| am now in my 80s and have very
stiff fingers, giving me problems with
adjusting the height of my router in
the table, which is fixed to a %2in MDF
base, which sits on my Workmate in use.

| designed this device (based on a car bottle jack) and made it from
bits in my scrap box. It has been in use for nearly two years and | am
now able to make accurate adjustments using just a finger and
thumb. It is freestanding and fits between the router and the MDF
base. The dimensions are very flexible - those given suit my router
table. | welded the fixed parts, but a good epoxy would do.

Bernard A Neale, Manchester

PS | am still using a Hobbies treadle fret machine bought for me in
1940, and my Myford screw-cutting metal lathe — made in 1939 -

in reqular use.

Here at GW Towers we always applaud ingenuity and I think many
readers will see the benefits of this device. Thank you for sharing it,
Bernard.

Andrea Hargreaves



WRITE & WIN!

_~~ We always love hearing about your projects, ideas, hints and tips,
and/or to receive feedback about GW'’s features, so do drop us a

line. You never know, you might win our great Letter of the
Month prize, currently two 36in Trend Varijig Clamps. Write to the
address on the left for a chance to enhance your clamping
capability with these versatile workshop aids.

Royal tray puzzle

What a coup for Katie Walker winning the design commission for the
new Royal high chair (GW274). But|am puzzled. One assumes
Prince George will use the chair for some of his meals; but where
would his food actually be placed? Unless the food tray is an optional
extra and not an integral part of the design.

David Askham, by email

| thought the same David, until I visited my year-old granddaughter
and saw that her non-bespoke wooden chair pulls right up to the
table, allowing a tray with plastic suckers that stick to the dining

table to be placed in front of her and removed for cleaning down.
Neat eh!

Andrea Hargreaves

Contains
adult
content

| usually buy my copy of GW at
WH Smiths. When | try to put it
through the quick checkout it
always stops and requires staff
confirmation that I'm over 18.
When | asked the manager why
this is, she said it’s the publisher
who decides. | eagerly search
every month looking for
pornographic fretwork but am
always disappointed. | wonder if
you can tell me why you think
that it is unsuitable for children.
Norman Billingham, by email

it is of course down to caution
on our parts, woodworking
being potentially dangerous in
the wrong, unskilled hands. It
certainly can’t be any of our
covers, though some in the
office have been heard to mutter
“more;s the pity”. | suggest you
buy a subscription, so avoiding a
wait. Andrea Hargreaves

Knife concern

| read with interest the article concerning the Stanley
folding chisel on page 15 of your issue GW274. Yes,
OK, it’s clever and could well be a handy tool, but |
would never keep one in my pocket just in case |
forgot it was there and carted it home on the bus.
Imagine what would be the outcome if, for any
reason, you were stopped by the police!

| would not be tempted to strike one with a
hammer because of the ‘rollpin construction’ and
would certainly not, because of the metal caps, strike
one with one of my precious beech mallets.
Mick Bradley (one-time carpenter at Bressingham
Steam Museum), Diss, Norfolk

Phil Davy was intrigued by this tool too and tested it
in GW275. Like you he had concerns about the roll-pin
construction’s longevity, but would be happy to use a
hammer on the metal caps. He concluded that it was
a clever tool for the minimalist tool box — not pocket
— where space is limited.

Andrea Hargreaves

trend

VARUIG
CLAMP

Available in 3
sizes 247, 36”

Z

O

Accessories

[ A4S

Router Base  Saw Base
Plate Plate

Side to Side
Clips

Squaring
Attachment

Back to
Back Clips

Adjustable
Guide

[}

End Stop Wide Jaw
Block Kit

S

Feather
Board

Handle
Extension

www.trend-uk.com
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Dowelmax... Simply the best

“Highly recommended” Without sounding like a kid on Christmas morning,
the Dowelmax is perhaps one of the best jigs | have ever used, for any task.

.. Dowelmax jig has restored my faith in the possibility and usefulness that dowel joints offer. | have never

seen another dowel jig that is as accurate, as simple to use and as uncomplicated as the Dowelmax system.

The precise engineering of the system is something other jig makers should really be ashamed of.
I can certainly recommend this system with my highest praise. It is solid, it has proven to do

what it says it will do, and it is great fun to use. = Dean Bielanowski, OnlineToolReviews

Dowelmax jigs are precision engineered
and built to give a lifetime of use in a busy
workshop. Because of their inherent build
quality, history has shown that not only do
they not depreciate in value, but the very few
that have appeared on the second hand market,
have sold for more than they were bought for.

Dowel joinery is as old as wood itself and
the dowel joint has proved itself to be

at least as strong as the traditional
mortise and tenon joint.

Itis the joint of choice for many, if not most,
high output production workshops, where

the use of in line boring machines and CNC
technology, has brought speed and repeatable
accuracy to the dowel jointing process.

Based in Holywell, North Wales,
Dowelmax UK now carries stocks
of the product and a full range of
accessories and customers can see the
Dowelmax in action in the work-
shop and try it out for themselves.

Jim Lindsay, the founder of Dowelmax,
said, “We are delighted to be opening up this

new distribution channel in the UK to further

enhance the quality of service to our growing
UK customer base of both home woodworkers
and professional cabinet shops”.

Dowelmax now brings comparable
speed and accuracy to the small
workshop for a fraction of the cost!

Chris Hyde of Dowelmax UK says,

" The Dowelmax can be set up in seconds and
enables the user to make strong, perfectly
fitting joints... Fast! Time, after time, after time.”

Dowelmaxq{UK¢

will be showing at: The South

East & Midlands Woodworking

Shows in March 2014
DOWE LMAX
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Visit the website at: www.dowelmax.co.uk for more information

Wood Workshop.

Hlj :,_

t: 01768 899

Woodworking Courses in the beautiful Lake District

Woodwork Course 2
(Wood and Things)

This is a continuation of course 1
(tools and things) with the emphases
on timber, what are acceptable defects
in timber and what isn’t, how do you
write out a cutting list that means
something to your supplier, what to
look for when buying wood and what
to avoid.

You will ideally have done course 1
(tools and things) or have a good working
knowledge of how to use hand tools and
have used hand held power tools.

The projects for you to pick from will
be more complicated and will involve
the use of the more sophisticated hand
tools and hand held power tools and will
include using some of the static power
tools in the workshop. We will also be
looking at buying timber, making cutting
lists and drawing plans.

Woodwork Course 1
(Tools and Things)

A self-interest woodwork course
where the aim is to give you the
confidence and the knowledge to
use basic hand tools and some of the
more common power tools.

You will be able to pick from a list of
projects before you arrive that | believe
you can complete in 5 days or less so
that you will go home with one of them
and you can proudly say “l made that”.

| cover the teaching of how to
handle tools by getting you started on
your project and, as you need to use a
new piece of equipment, | show you
how. This means that the instruction is
fresh in your mind and you do the task
there and then.

On all courses there will only be a
maximum of 4 at a time, this will mean
that | will be available when you
need help and advice.

www.woodworkshop.co.uk

principles that you need to know!

5 2014 )
ourse Dates noyy
on our websijter

g

Woodwork Course 3
(Things)

The advanced course is rather different
from the previous two.

To come on this course you will need
to have done both the other courses and
have used your skill at home on your
own projects and be ready to take on
something more difficult.

WoodRat Courses
This course will teach you all the

Visit our website for more information &

updates on 2014 course information:

www.woodworkshop.co.uk

t: 01768 899895
e: enquiries@woodworkshop.co.uk

The Wood Workshop
7-8 Redhills Business Park, Penrith,
Cumbria CAT10DT




aw  Japan's leading
saw manufacturer

Exclusive offer for Good Woodworking readers!

Quote code GWMAG for a 15% discount on any
order, no matter how small. @epies so orders paced before 30i June 2014,

A wide range of top quality saws which cut on the pull-stroke for
a faster, smoother finish (and all have replaceable blades).

/ Universal saws, ripsaws

// 6 and crosscut saws. Rigid and folding

5 saws. Saws with pistol-grip handles and with

| tradltlonal Japanese straight handles. From ultra-fine
to fast cut, for cutting pine, oak, plastic or plasterboard, bamboo
or green timber, or even metal: there is a saw for all these and more.

"I find their very thin kerfs particularly useful. They also appear to cut faster than Western
saws and retain their sharpness for longer.” said Furniture & Cabinet Making magazine.

[Images not to scale]

Imported and retailed by: )
www.woodworkprojects.co.uk
sales@woodworkprojects.co.uk Fax: 0871 994 2813

15 Lakeside, Irthlingborough, NN9 5SW Voicemail: 0845 862 1410



'I'IMBER FRAME BUILDING COURSES

Traditional Timber Framing Courses in the beautiful Brecon Beacons

|
. S€e websue for next courses » g ),

Learn the craft of timber framing set in a woodland workshop
Call F\Ian or Mary on: 0]874 658440 or email: tlmberframe@keme co.uk

www.hewnwood.com

www.eps-services.co.uk - buy online Narrowband saws

Specialists in Saw Manufacturing
Servicing and Repair

Wiveliscombe: Kirkcaldy:

01984 624273 01592 654990

We specialize in the fooLs
Manufacture and : .
- EPS is the authorised
Servicing of Bandsaws distributor for CMT’s complete

We can cut to any . . "
length that you require range of tooling solutions in
and you can order direct Somerset and DEVOI'I

14tpi 10tpi Btpi 4tpi 3tpi

from our website!

e Manufactured from the finest high carbon steel by EPS in Somerset . GM:. gg?ngs Tools have b Ef’n made ;’;I ltaly
» Teeth that are consistent in sharpness and geometry s'"”_ ana are r PEQYPISUE QUL 0SS ,e p_ower
* Electronically hardened for consistency and endurance tool industry as being among the world’s finest

* All our welds are annealed to remove any brittleness and danger
of fatigue The distinctively branded CMT range includes everything from circular
* Blades are delivered in a cardboard box for added protection saw blades to router bits and spindle moulder cutter blocks.

o AND YOU CAN ORDER SIZE OF YOUR CHOICE ONLINE = == -

* No hidden charges, price includes next day delivery* o . pon—
and Discounts for Packs of 3 and 5 Bandsaws available! | @ - | .
*Mainland UK only excluding Scottish Highlands if ordered before 12 noon. - % e

Buy DIRECT from our website www.eps-services.co.uk or call our friendly team who are always ready to speak to you personally (01984) 624273

Ford Road, Wiveliscombe, Taunton, Somerset TA4 2RE Unit 1 Block 9, Muirhead Park, Mitchelston Ind Estate, Kirkcaldy, Fife KY1 3PE
Tel: 01984 624273 e+ Fax: 01984 623204 Tel: 01592 654990 < Fax: 01592 654990




IN ASSOCIATION WITH

MASTERS OF OUR TRADE

\ . With so much
= flooding over the
i Christmas
period, some of
us may have had
to rescue items from
vulnerable workshops or
garages. With typically
small, cramped workspaces
it’s virtually impossible to
get everything safely above
floor level, with machinery
an obvious target. A teak-
veneered bookshelf unit |
built years ago for a relative
succumbed to the
floodwater, though I'm not
sure what state it’s in now.
There’s a lot to be said for
using solid timber
sometimes! If you were a
victim of the weather, let’s
hope you’re back at the
bench soon. Above all,
don’t let it get you down!

Phil Davy, Consultant Editor

Book revtew
The Log Book

By Will Rolls

With energy prices rising and winter power
cuts common in remoter areas, an increasing
number of people are installing woodburning
stoves to supplement their heating systems.
As woodworkers, many of us will have a
steady supply of offcuts anyway, so using
wood for fuel is almost second nature. If you
already burn logs, though, a book on how to
use them may seem rather pointless. But
taking a closer look at the process may help
you to understand some of the science
involved to get the most from your fuel.
Rolls deals specifically with fuel for
woodburners, so if you're contemplating
entering this cosy world it’s worth a read.
There’s advice on choosing a stove, including
flue and chimney considerations, Building
Regs and so on, although the author stresses
that installation is best left to a pro. A
comprehensive section (Combustion and
Science of Burning) deals with timber
moisture content, its calorific value and
density, hardwoods versus softwoods, log

size, plus optimum heat and air requirements.

Perhaps more importantly, how safe is it to
burn contaminated material such as
driftwood, or timber treated with paint or

Briwax spray

Ask most woodworkers to name a
wax polish and Briwax is likely to
be the first brand that springs to
mind. The manufacturer may be
regarded as a producer of
traditional finishes, so the
introduction of a wax polish in
aerosol form could raise a few
eyebrows. That’s probably
because furniture polishes often
contain silicones and are not a
good idea on bare timber. If you need to
refinish the wood at a later date, any silicone
deposit is bad news.

WOODBURNING SToyg

preservatives? You'll find the answers here,
without the text becoming too in-depth or
tedious. Chapters on stove operation,
maintenance, fuel management, buying logs
- as well as producing your own - add up to
what is a handy little quide for both seasoned
firewood foragers or for those about to take
the plunge.

x X X KX

Published by Permanent Publications
Price: £7.95

Web: www.thegmcgroup.com

This new clear spray can be used on both
bare wood and previously polished surfaces
and is much quicker to apply than traditional
paste wax. You just wipe it off with a soft cloth
after a few minutes when dry. Although I'm not
sure I'd rely solely on this product for surfaces
subjected to a lot of wear, it’s handy for small
projects and repairs. Aerosol size is 400ml and its
slightly citrus smell makes it pleasant to use.

WK
Price: £7.20
Briwax

Web: www.briwax.co.uk
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| House and Garden

Winter prfy'efot

Takes: One weekend TV STORAGE
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Phil Davy makes a baffle to limit
unwanted sound from a TV and
W“'““ee‘l builds in storage while he’s at it

biscuit jointer, 1gSaw,- Creating alcove storage isa common  of the TV faced into the dining area. The
drillstand I I request for woodworkers, though problem was that sound from the TV’s
this recent project was slightly speakers projected backwards into the dining
unusual. This opening extended through a room, not just forward into the living area. As
deep dividing wall, accessed from rooms either  a result, conversations could sometimes be
side. A flatscreen TV in the living room disturbed by unwanted noise when someone

occupied the alcove at the front, while the rear  was watching TV in the other room. The
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solution was to make a baffle that would

e —
reflect sound back towards the viewer, E
essentially shutting off the alcove from the Measure alcove and check for square; Cut MDF on table saw or with circular
other room. It made sense to create storage brickwork is rarely dead straight or plumb, so saw and guide rail; use dust extraction when

for DVDs and CDs at the same time. make template to fit cutting indoors
The baffle itself was made from 18mm MDF,
while shelving was 12mm-thick material.

A row of CDs or DVDs is quite weighty, so to
prevent sagging | added vertical dividers to
support the shelves. Had the alcove been
higher all shelving would have been made
from 18mm-thick MDF. As it was, reducing
shelf thickness to 12mm meant there was
just enough height for two rows of DVDs
and a single row of CDs. A biscuit jointer is n

the obvious tool for a project like this, so | If necessary, trim shelf components Mark ends of shelves and dividers for
used No.0 biscuits for all joints. to length with bench plane, cramping No.0 biscuits; rear edges of shelving are also
Alternatively you could house shelves and together for consistent results biscuit-jointed to baffle

dividers into adjacent components, using a
router for the grooves.

W When painting MDF it’s always

advisable to use a sealer. | brushed on a coat
of Rustins MDF Sealer before applying white
primer, undercoat and satin paint.

Whatever jointing method you choose, it's
best to make a template from 6mm MDF first,
trimming this to fit into the alcove. A Surform B : /
or rasp is handy for shaping sheet materials, Cut slots with jointer, first testing biscuit Dry assemble inner shelving and check
though it’s easy to break out edges if you're setting on MDF offcut; don’t cut slots in back gluing sequence; if short of cramps you may
not careful. With the template fitted | simply until shelves are assembled need to improvise
drew around it on to the 18mm MDF for the
baffle itself. Overall alcove size was
925 X 570mm.

With the baffle cut accurately it was
straightforward to make the shelf structure in
front. This needed to be glued together in
stages, then was fitted to the rear baffle with
biscuits. If you’re cutting smaller pieces like
this from sheet material it’s a good idea to cut
a few spare while the saw or quide rail is set
up. Trying to match pieces exactly for size later
can be frustrating. .

All shelf sections were cut to 200mm deep Cutouts to accommodate 13A sockets Cut with jigsaw, using guide rail for
so that DVDs would overhang the front edge look better if shaped. Draw around container of perfectly straight edges; clean up curve if
slightly, making them easier to access. suitable radius necessary with abrasives or file

www.getwoodworking.com February 2014 GW276 75




| House and Garden

Winter prfy'efot

Takes: One weekend, TV STORAGE

E} Glue together inner dividers and shelves Mark and cut remaining slots for Glue remaining shelf and sides and
first; make sure lower edges are flush by dividers and side panels and check components cramp together; use MDF offcuts to prevent
assembling on flat surface are aligned marks from cramp heads

m Always check for square as you E Trim any proud edges with bench plane Check where TV cables need to pass
cramp each section, adjusting cramps if when glue has dried, taking care not to split through rear panel; drill hole with 55mm-
necessary; clean off surplus glue MDF near joints diameter Forstner bit

-

A

Lay shelving on rear panel and mark Check you have enough cramps then Clean up inner surfaces with detail
slots; cut these with jointer tight against the glue shelving to rear baffle, removing squeeze- sander or abrasive block; remove arrises around
guide rail out where possible front edges

If completed unit is too tight in alcove, a Brush on MDF sealer, followed by .u Fit unit into alcove and drill brickwork
belt sander is an effective method of removing several coats of primer undercoat and for wall fixings; insert plugs and screw shelving
high spots satin paint into place
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Multi-tools are almost ten a penny
I I these days, with most

power tool
manufacturers producing
models in cordless or
mains-powered
formats. This 18V
version from Ryobi is
certainly one of the
most innovative, sharing
technology with sister company
AEG. You may remember Andy’s
test of the superb AEG 12V multi-tool back in
GW?258, which has several interchangeable
heads, making it the most versatile tool
currently available.

Although the Ryobi only comes with one
head, you can rotate this into any one of four
positions, making life easier when sanding,
scraping or cutting in confined spaces. You
simply depress a pair of retaining buttons,
slide off the head and reposition it. The head
itself appears to be identical to the AEG and is
particularly sturdy, made from alloy with
rubber sheathing. Actually, most of the tool
is covered in soft-grip rubber, so it’s pretty
comfortable to hold. On the downside,
accessories are fitted with a hex key though
there’s nowhere to store this. At least with a
mains tool you can tape a key to the cable...

It comes with...
Supplied as standard are semi-circular
flush-cutting and straight-toothed blades,
sanding plate and six abrasive sheets. A
universal adaptor is also provided, so you
should be able to fit any brand of accessory.
The big, variable-speed trigger is user-
friendly whichever way you grip the tool,
with a forward/reverse button underneath.
This makes me wonder if Ryobi plans to
introduce extra heads (as with AEG), as
there’s no need to alter operating direction
with a multi-tool; this feature is reserved for
drilling or screwdriving. In fact, there’s a
magnetic plate above the battery housing,
ideal for storing a hex screwdriver bit -
though stowing the hex key here is
unwieldy. Speed range is from zero to
20,000rpm, while a white LED worklight
below the head activates when you squeeze
the trigger.

The sole head can be rotated into any one of
four positions

There’s nowhere to store the hex key
that is used to fit the accessories

Conclusion

This tool comes bare (without a battery or
charger), so unless you've already bought into
Ryobi’s excellent One Plus system you’ll need
to shell out for a power pack as well. Fitted
with the new 4.0Ah battery, the RMT1801M is
a pretty impressive power tool, though it’s
quite weighty compared with smaller 10.8V
multi-tools. Easily as powerful as a 240V
equivalent, it’s more flexible than most similar
products with its multi-position head. Let’s
hope Ryobi decides to launch those extra
accessories to match the AEG model!

Price: £89.99 (bare)
Ryobi

Made in: China

Web: www.ryobitools.eu

Repositioning is via a pair of retaining buttons;
the head slides off

Semi-circular flush-cutting and straight-toothed
blades, sanding plate and six abrasive sheets
are supplied

The big, variable-speed trigger is user-friendly
whichever way you grip the tool, with a
forward/reverse button underneath
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Li-ion update
As cordless tools become more compact, battery power and
I I efficiency tend to increase. While 4.0Ah - and bigger - power
packs have been available on professional tools for some time,
Ryobi was the first to introduce this capacity across its 18V One Plus
consumer (DIY) range.

Replacing the previous 2.4Ah Li-ion battery, the updated version is
exactly the same size and weight and is backwards compatible with
earlier blue Ryobi tools. A built-in
fuel gauge takes the guesswork
out of estimating remaining
juice. Depress a button and a
four-segment green LED
indicates how much is left in the
tank. In bright sunlight this is
hard to read and not as clear as
the older, coloured traffic light
system (red/amber/green). That
said, at least Ryobi provides this
handy feature, which is more
than some manufacturers do. If
you can stretch to a second
battery, checking remaining
capacity is less of a problem
of course.

It’s difficult to assess results
accurately, though Ryobi claims up to 95% extra run time over the
previous size battery, plus 10% improved tool performance. Individual
cells are monitored via their IntelliCell technology, so a unit should
always be working at peak efficiency, maximising lifespan.

So what about charge time? Ideally you’ll need Ryobi’s Super Charger,
which will get a flat 4.0Ah pack fully charged in -
about 85 minutes. Not surprisingly, this new
lithium battery is pretty pricey, so it pays to
shop around.

. -
- J

The new battery is backwards
compatible with the old blue
Ryobi tools

1. 0. 0.0,

Price: £89.99

Ryobi

Made in: China

Web: www.ryobitools.eu

Available power is indicated on a
4-segment green LED

A chalk line is highly visible

Stanley Mini
chalk line

While perhaps not the most obvious must-have tool for
I I woodworkers, a chalk line can be very handy if you work with
sawn boards. Unlike most imported timber, native hardwoods
tend to be sold as they come off the saw, often with waney edges.
When converting such boards with a bandsaw, jigsaw or handheld
circular saw you usually need a reference line to work to.

Marking with chalk is a quick and easy method, the line showing up far
better than pencil. One of the traditional roles for a chalk line is marking
across a floor for studwork or similar. It’s cheaper than a laser device.

For marking timber you don’t need a large-capacity chalk line, so this
sturdy little tool from Stanley could be just what you're looking for.
String length is 9m, plenty long enough for marking most planks. Its
rigid plastic body has a rubberised grip and belt clip on the back, while
the front features a fold-out metal winder. Pressing a button in the
centre overrides the winder mechanism, enabling you to withdraw the
string and place the metal hook over an edge.

To fill with chalk, you slide open a small plastic window at one side and
pour it in. Chalk is not included,
so you'll need to buy a refill.

This device is small
enough to keep in the
toolbox for that odd
marking job.

The device features
a rubberised grip
and belt clip on
the back

' 0. 0.0

Price: £799

Stanley

Web: www.stanleytools.co.uk

The chalk is poured in through a
window

The front incorporates a fold-out
winder
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S fﬂig Ve ) Large selection off products/
s R sl v Clocks & Accessories (Quartz and
. A A | Mechanical) v Barometers v Thermometers
INC HMART'NE v Cabinet furniture v Screws v Plans v Kits
v Polishes v Adhesives v Abrasives etc.

T°°| Bﬂlﬂﬂr For FREE catalogue please contact:

Visit our successful website for Chris Milner Woodworking Supplies

constqnﬂy chqnging |-oo|-5 for sale (Dept.TW) Beresford Lane, Woolley Moor, Nr. Alfreton Derbyshire DES5 6FH
, b5 | Tel/fax: (01246) 590 062
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We also still produce a mail order list.

C for a copy.
R oy Large Supplier of Woodturning Tools and

The leading suppliers of Woodwork Machinery All On Display
antique and quality old

woodworking tools for W.H. Ra’tt & Son Ltd

both Craftsmen and —
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Distnbutors of the

onginal RELAX
workshop stoves

e Cast iron tops

e Superior air controls
e Unbeatable quality
e Range of 7 stoves

» Best workshop stoves on the market
o Still sold with a personal service

Phone: 01889 565411

Dovefields Industrial Estate, Uttoxeter ST14 8GA
Find us on Facebook “thehotspotuk”
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ETurning

Ball park
games

Les Thorne relies on

hand/eye coordination
and a couple of jigs to
turn these balls round

80 GW276 February 2014 www.getwoodworking.com

aking spheres or balls is something that woodturners
have been doing for hundreds of years. Games such as
bar skittles, bowls and croquet rely on the ability of the
turner to make a good round shape. In this article | am
going to go through a fairly simple way of making a good sphere.

Before we start to actually make the ball we need to make a
couple of jigs so that it can be remounted between centres. Some
really good jigs can be bought but they do rely on a scraper-type
cutter that will not always give you good finish on some of the more
fibrous timbers, plus it’s much more satisfying to do it with hand/
eye coordination. Ball making can become addictive, and dry and
wet wood can be used.

Once you have turned your balls you will need to decide what you
want to do with them. | have a student who puts a small watch-type
clock in them and sands a small flat on the bottom; they make great
gifts as desk clocks. | like to use them as sculptures so | have
decorated them in a couple of different ways; these can be attached
together in some way or just put in a bowl where they become
tactile play things.

My ball-making method doesn’t always result in a perfect sphere
but they do end up pretty well so enjoy the process and get making.




;
Making balls |

A Pic.1 Les has selected some sycamore to make A Pic.2 Mount each piece between centres and

the remounting jigs for the balls; these are make it round - the spindle roughing gouge a spigot on both ends for the tailstock while the
5omm long and somm square - ideal for balls up  makes short work of this task; once parallelcuta other for the headstock only has it on one; there
to 100mm in diameter chucking spigot with a parting tool is no need to sand or polish

r

. . "
A Pic.4 Mount the one with only one spigot in A Pic.5 The jig needs to be recessed in the end A Pic.6 Les’s tailstock centre has a threaded
your chuck and using the spindle gouge turn the  to be able to accept the ball; a pull cut with a nose so he drills a hole so he can tap a thread in
jig down to about 30mm in diameter on the end;  spindle gouge is the best way of doing this, and the end to suit the centre; if you have a normal
this is a good starting size can be adjusted later if needed centre turn a hole to fit over the end

=,

A Pic.7 Les uses a 7% by 16tpi tap to match the A Pic.8 Big mistake: Les should have used a A Pic.9 Mount the tailstock jig in the scroll

thread on the Axminster Evolution revolving much denser timber such as box wood or even chuck and turn the end down in the same way as
centre; these taps are readily available on the MDF; the thread has broken up quite badly but the other one; if you leave the chucking spigot
internet for a few pounds will still work OK for the first few times on the size can be adjusted to match
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Turning

A Pic.10 Now start making the ball; mount a A Pic.11 Use the 10mm round skew as a parting A Pic.12 Once you have the length the same as
piece of stock, in this case oak, between centres, tool to remove the waste on either end down to the width, mark on the centre line as you can
make it round and then mark the diameter onto about 20mm diameter; do not not go thinner as see here; the line in the centre becomes the
the piece as in the photo this can weaken the wood most important datum point in the project

/.

A Pic.13 Using a spindle gouge, start with the A Pic.14 Do the same on the left-hand side; do A Pic.15 The shape at this stage is more of a

T \
- el

bevel rubbing, lifting slightly to engage the cut not remove too much timber at this stage; the rugby ball than a sphere; take the wood off and
and rolling over the end of the work; keep the line must stay on the work as this maintains the remove the small waste sections off the end,
bevel in contact the whole time correct diameter leaving a protrusion of about 5mm

A Pic.16 Mount the ball between centres on A Pic.17 When you start up the lathe a ‘ghost’ A Pic.18 Light, careful cuts are the order of the

your newly made cup chucks; rotate it 90° so the  of the shape will be seen if you look at the day here. Remember that there is a lot of fresh
line is now parallel with the lathe bed; check horizon of the piece; this is what needs to be air in this cut so you are cutting the high
with the toolrest turned away points down
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Making ballsi

A Pic.19 Mark up the centre again, rotate A Pic.20 It’s time to sand now, starting with a A Pic.21 After doing the oak ball Les turned one
through 90° degrees and repeat the process; you reasonably coarse grade of abrasive such as 100 in sycamore using exactly the same process; this
must make sure that the piece is running as grit; keep repositioning the orientation of the will give him a couple of options for decoration
accurately as possible ball throughout the process

A Pic.22 He wants to rework the sycamore ball A Pic.23 Using a 3mm parting tool Les is just A Pic.24 This is a similar decoration to ones that

so has made a jam chuck from MDF that can be going to cut a series of grooves in the ball; go can be seen on ivory turnings from the past; you
mounted back on to lathe; the central hole carefully as the ball can be knocked out; a little could now stain the work or leave it natural

allows the ball to be knocked out should it stick chalk around the chuck rim is helpful

A Pic.25 Les has chosen to spray the work black, A Pic.26 The oak ball is now placed on an old A Pic.27 The work is burnt all over; the surface
then put it back on the lathe and sand it to leave  bathroom tile; the blow torch is used to burn the  would not have cracked slightly had Les kept the
the black paint only in the grooves; he then surface to remove the softer early growth, surface temperature of the wood down by
stains it purple leading to an interesting texture spraying with water during the burning process
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s
. Turning

A Pic.28 His sanding brush has been mounted A Pic.29 Get a good hold of the work when A Pic.30 As Les is going to apply an aged copper

on the lathe using a use a Morse taper drill brushing away the carbon deposits from the effect he must first spray with copper paintin a
chuck; just tap it into the headstock taper to ball; you must clean off all the loose material technique shown to him by his good friend
stop it coming out before painting the work Nick Agar

(A o
A Pic.32 Work it in to all the low points in the A Pic.33 As the finishing touch use Daler
Liberon) is applied all over the ball; you can use texture before removing the excess with a rag. Rowney’s Goldfinger to highlight some areas;
liming wax or even make your own colours by Naturally the green areas on copper appear in this is a very bright gold paint so only apply it in
adding earth pigments to wax the parts that can’t be polished tiny amounts

A Pic.34 Les decided to make a couple of small A Pic.35 As you can see here do be careful when
unobtrusive display stands for the balls from you are turning it as the shavings do get
PTFE; this is a nylon product used in engineering  wrapped up all over the place and could

cause injury
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SPECIALIST TOOLS, WOOD FINISHES & EQUIPMENT

TEWKESBURY
SAW COMPANY LTD

Spindle Moulder

Cutters & Limiters
Made to Order!

» Quick turnaround
« Able to supply to fit most types of blocks

Unloved?
Unuseable?

RESTORE IT!

Stanley No.5 ‘before & after’ photo courtesy Peter Hemsley — The ToolPost

Restore Rust Remover & Restore Rust Remover Gel
Remove only the rust leaving sound metal unaffected.
Cleans and brightens brass and nickel plating. See more
stunning ‘before & after’ examples on our website photo

« Many low priced standards from stock

&7th March 2014

Tewkesbury Saw Co. Ltd.
Newton Trading Est. Tewkesbury, Glos. GL20 8JG
Tel: 01684 293092 rax:01684 850628
www.tewkesburysaw.co.uk

“Are You Mad
About TOOLS”?

“We are”!
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About

ToNls

oeCOuLK

galleries. Find local and international stockists on the
website.

Tel: +44 (0)1472 360699
Fax: +44 (0)1472 324685
Email: info@shieldtechnology.co.uk
www.shieldtechnology.co.uk

Shield Technology Limited,

Unit 69, Grimsby Business Centre
King Edward Street,

Grimsby, DN31 3JH

Distributor enquiries welcome

SHIELD TECHNOLOGY

Guarding Against Corrosion

\\ooden w

= orktaps...

The Ultimate protection
for your wooden worktop

> Resistant to common stains:
wine; beer; drinks and fruit juice.

> Will not crack, peel or blister.

> Highest coverage of any oil
on the market.

f{o' &< 5-[w] Call or visit
Zd -  the web for
" :. 2t stockists.

e
+44 (0)1296 481 220
Www.0osmouk.com
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call David Holden on 01993 709545 or email david holdenmyhobbystore.com

WOOD & SPECIALIST SUPPLIES

25% off

prices in our
Timber Store

[ Self Service Store
(3 Mail Order Service
(3 Certified Timber

O Flooring
Solid Hardwood & Engineered

(3 Solid Oak Door Kits

O Profiles/Architectural
Mouldings

[ Oak Beams & Scantlings for
Restoration Work

Woodworking Courses
e woodcarving

e woodturning

e french polishing &

restoration [ Easy access from A1M, Jct 48

¢ chair caning

e gilding Opening Times

* 1to1courses by Mon — Fri 8am —5pm Sat 8am —4pm
arrangement Closed Sundays & Bank Holidays

Riverside Sawmills, Boroughbridge, N. Yorks, YO51 9LJ.

Tel: 01423 322370 Fax: 01423 324334
email: sales@john-boddys-fwts.co.uk web: www.john-boddys-fwis.co.uk

The Wood Veneer Hub

www.thewoodveneerhub.co.uk

We provide the highest quality:

Decorative, Exotic & Burr Veneers
Coloured & Smoked Veneers
Constructional Veneers
Peel & Stick Veneers
Tools & Accessories

Visit Us: Unit 4 Eden Court, Eden Way
Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordshire, LU7 4FY

+44 (0) 1525 851166

sales@thewoodveneerhub.co.uk
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Uk Suppliws of Olive Wood

SPINDLE BLANKS
Ple& ‘Fof NooANof kus. BOWL BLANKS
At Wood and Stuff | supply kiln dried 25mm
& 30mm olive wood planks in a range of PEN BLANKS
widths from 20cm to 40cm(widths subject to
availability). These planks can be supplied and
delivered to your door at up to two meters long [".IVE WUUD PLANKS
for very reasonable prices. We supply to both
professional and hobby wood workers as well
as woodwaorking supply shops UI-IVE wuun BURR
As with all kiln dried wood these planks can be
prone to splitting in the heads but | do my best MULTI BUYS

at all times to supply sound, split free boards.
All the wood comes rough cut and most has a
waney edge.

Multi-Buys available to save on postage costs

If you have no internet please phone or
write to the address below to receive a
product list and order form in the post

WWW.WO0O0D-AND-STUFF.CO.UK

TEL: 07714 204060
EMAIL: JAMES@WO0O0D-AND-STUFF.CO.UK

Unit 10 Lidun Park, Boundary Road, Lytham, Lancs FY8 5HU

i F

" o > P [ Lol
Allan Calder’s Ltd

We are supplying top quality brands of
sanding abrasives for all types of
Wood Turners, Joiners & Cabinet Makers.

email: sandpapersupplies@yahoo.co.uk

Tel: 01538 387738




“ﬁgﬁ“lmrking Classifieds

To advertise in Britains BIGGEST selling woodworking magazine

call David Holden on 01993 709545 or email david holden@myhobbystore.com

COURSES, TOOLS & TIMBER SUPPLIES

David Charlesworth | KNORAGEII N ST

Fine Furniture Making Courses

We offer a selection of courses

- including skills weeks starting in
May and throughout the Summer.

We also offer long courses that have
a three months duration, starting
September & January.

New DVD 6, signed books 1,2and 3 | Y - i
Tel: +44[0] 1237 441 288 = _*,%,,-..,*,g_-
www.davidcharlesworth.co.uk e

Buy one ‘F"s &

Hardwood Timber Merchant

SCAWTON SAWMILL (R " uii” Smmvmmrimmmmn
*Kiln Dried Oak 'OAK, YEW, WALNUT, SAPELE, APPLE, MAPLE,

*Delivered Nationwide SYCAMORE & More!
*All thicknesses 20mm-100mm b
*Phone or Buy online

Compare our prices at:
www.scawtonsawmill.co.uk

01845 597733

www.surreytimbers.co.uk

The Diamond Sharpening Specialists

DEGEer Prices

~StarkieSharp... |
_ ChrisIrtibe

e Vloncalnformation W -“‘*' FURNITURE

e\ViSitfiiSkat 40+ Shoiusiee A =
-~/ . Yo DESIGN = MAKE » TEACH

= SHORT COURSES

IN WOODWORK & FURNITURE MAKING

wilg)
i
a

S

\Diamond Shdrpening Perfection!

Yorkshire based Chris Tribe has been
teaching and making fine furniture since
1990. He offers half to six day courses from

'y Chainsaw Discs

O Oy - AR, | The Ultlma_te basic skills to veneering and laminating and
SSGWDS at -" W Power Cawlng do'_w—:jtailing gr_1d drawer fitting.

?;EF;E ﬁ A Experlence! Individual tuition also available.
Universal Nut ' JSESCa | Cut, Carve, Shape, Notch, christribefurniturecourses.com
worth £6.95 Y924 Trench & Groove in Seconds! The Cornmill, Railway Road, Ilkley LS29 8HT
Shown Lam:elot mSSi've'y increases prodllctivity[ Workshop: 01943 5.02336_ MOI’J 07817 456241
& Squire in Tandem 4 Email: chris@christribe.co.uk
Richard Starkie Associates, www. StarkieSharp.com

Timber Cottage, Wistow, Leicester, LES OQF Email:sales@starkies.com
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“ﬁ,gaﬂlvorking Classifieds

To advertise in Britains BIGGEST selling woodworking magazine
call David Holden on 01993 709545 or email david holden@myhobbystore.com

SHOP & WEB GUIDES

TOP QUALITY — LOW PRICES MAIL ORDER _
VSM - VITEX ABRASIVES NARROW BANDSAW BERKSHIRE m
KKS32F Starter Pack (4 Metres) £12.95 gm_gs WOKlNGHAM TOOL F

mc. VAT and UK post. % metre each of gnts (gl

80, 120, 150, 180, 240 320, 400, 600 MANUFACTURED TO COMPANY LTD o
el il ANY LENGTH 97-99 Wokingham Road George Higains
Povr SadingFinisig S PHONE NOW FOR QUOTATION | | Reading, Berkshire RG6 1LH e
Plus lots of Belts, Discs, Stars, Low cost KK 114 OR PRICE Tel: 0118 966 1511 RN ‘LEDFHE! e
We also stock WOODTURNERS HLIPPIH‘S} w-ww woki“ghamtmls co uk Open: Murqmay-- Friday 8.30am-5.30pm

'l'.:mhcrchmIBLuan’[imh{Wmm’anNm TRUCUT H PW CS.BS.A.D I':HO.

Open: Saturday - 9.00am-3.00pm
Glues/Chucks/Glassware/Cutlery/Sundnies PR HTACH! [T 80scH GHFD) metabe
. Spurside Saw Works, The Downs, -
SAE FOR CATALOGUE »

Ji Piers soduring Spples | 'y trucutbandsaws.cok | (L2 [ R
2 Kimberley Villas, Southmill Road, 3 -CO.

BISHOPS STORTFORD, HERTS CM2 13DW Tel: 01989 769371 GEO SPENCE & SONS LTD D.B. KEIGHLEY
Tel/Fax: 01279 653760 Fax: 01989 567360 Py AT HINERY LT5

105 Wellington R DRAPER : :
ngd:y!.}‘ils"hﬁ're cad [ DRAPER Vickers Pleace, Stanningley,

Visit our website at www.hobby.uk.com HERMLE / KIENINGER MECHANICAL LS12 1DX BOSCH Leeds, LS28 6LZ

H|D B B Y -"S CLOCK WORKS.DELIVERED EX STOCK Tel: (0113) 279 0507 T Tel: (0113) 257 4736
| ¢ L 5 o . Fax: (0113) 263 6817 Fax: (0113) 257 4293
x WL |Also available. « Dials » Quartz * Brassware Open: Mon-Fri 8.00am-5.00pm iy Eibkm}ghley il

P&P FREE Martin H Dunn Ltd Sat 8.00am-12pm | —
* NEW 12" SCALE BATTERY-POWERED The Clock Gallery Clarkes Road, [SI0ED P. A CSBC MD |

LED LIGHTING Porth Killingholme, North Lincolnshire bnao 33q] | H- P W- CS. MF. A. D. MO.
» MODELLERS WORKSTATION DOLLS o S
* AMATI MODEL KITS MUSEUM QUALITY  HOUSE - -CO.
» NEW BRICK & TILE CONSTRUCTION KITS °=cAu5™s FREE PRINTED CATALOGUE
. I . LLE Showroom Open Mon- Fri 10am - Spm. Sat 10am - 4pm|
3 STEPHENSON'S ROCKET KIT Tel: 01469 540901
'S LORD OF THE RINGS -
NEW RANGE 3D PUZZLES
NEW PRECISION SCALE
MODELS (PAPER)

QuickBuild ...1o advertise

pre-coloured, push fit,

no glue, age 5+ h
FREE PLAN - BIG BEN e r e

oty Oup ) call David on:
Knight's Hill Square
London SE27 OHH
020 8761 4244
mail@hobby.uk.com
www.hobby.uk.com

Router cutters

Spindle tooling

Bandsaw, jigsaw &
circular sawblades

Online catalogue & ordering

www.wealdentool.com

TOYLANDER |

—

Wooden Vehicle Plans
www.toylander.com
We are a mail order 11767 319080
|Ppluz*r of Wood,

& Papier Mache
pmducts to decorate.
We also sell boxes,
chests, trays, shapes and
loads more that you can
see on our website!

1,000+ product lines in stock
Clock & Accessories (Quartz & Mechanical),
Barometers, Thermometers, Cabinet Furniture,
Screws, Plans, Kits, Polishes, Adhesives,
Abrasives elc.

FREE catalogue available
(Dept WW), Beresford Lane, Woolley Moor,
Nr. Alfreton, Derbys DESS5 6FH
Tel/Fax: 01246 590062
milnerwoodwork@aol.com

www.boxylady.co.uk
Timbers Aysshton Gardenﬁ [alhnqtnn Cornwall F‘H? 7DW

Control Musical lnstrument Makers’ & Repalrers" Supplies
for
Schools

Largest selection of tonewoods, tools & parts in the country.

s Visit our website or order our catalogue. Callers welcome

Systems Ltd. Touchstone Tonewoods, Albert Road North, Reigate, RH2EZ

Harrow,

Middlesex Tel: or7 221064 Fax: 01737 242748

inffsysemﬂ.to.u k. - :
www.dustsystems.co.uk A3 SAB www.touchstonetonewoods.co.uk
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NEW AXMINSTER TABLE SAW

Find out how Andy King got on when he tested the
powerful TS-250 with sliding carriage, side table and floor
stand which bears some similarity to the Kity 419

SETTING OUT YOUR STALL

In the second part of his craft fair journal, Michael Forster
shares his experience, advising on what worked and didn’t
work for him and how to display products

BOARD MEETING

Never mind the food, Robert Stephens likes to see what the
TV chefs are chopping on; not always happy with their choices
he offers tips for making your own boards

PLUS...

Les Thorne turns a natural-edge goblet, we restore a sofa table
that had been attacked by a dog, Dave Roberts visits a clock
maker, Jeff Gorman and Stephen Simmons share their old-school

experience and Phil Davy is Around the House



In this month’s antiques series we examine and
restore an Edwardian writing cabinet

A Pic.2

A Pic.1 There’s even provision for a clock... A Pic.4

circular aperture but this has been removed during restoration. The inside is lined with
Morocco leather and fitted with stationery compartments and pigeonholes. The two
silver-plated rectangles are for calendar cards or photos (Pic.1).

The case is mahogany inlaid with wide satinwood stringing (Pic.2), and the main carcase sits on
a simple open-framed stand. This is a similar arrangement to a 17th-century ‘cabinet-on-stand’.
There is however a problem with the construction - the side to back joint is rebated and pinned.
The back panel has come away from the side (Pic.3). As it was impossible to access the inside of
the back panel due to the interior fittings it was reluctantly decided to hold the panel in place
with a small brass screw (Pic.4).

Pic.5 shows the finished appearance. The screw was set below the surface and the head then
filled over with wax. Should it be necessary to remove the screw this can be easily done, so the
‘repair’ is reversible. There is a general rule in restoration that you should not try to restrain
panels with metal screws, but in this case the pulling back into position by cramps was done
slowly over a number of days to allow the timber to be eased into position and it is hard to see
what else would have worked. After all, the original maker had nailed the carcase together in
order to avoid secret mitre dovetails! A Pics

Thi5 is an unusual Edwardian writing cabinet. There is a small clock that fits in the central

90 GW276 February 2014 www.getwoodworking.com



Quality - Innovation - Performance
beyond all expectatfion

majell

Mafell Partners

MTS5ccC Precision Plungé C U

“Topping even Festool
for quality and special
additions, this is a
marvellous saw”

- Good Woodworking

Special Offer!

FREE 48T TCT Sawblade
worth £66.00 inc var

e roasenesT=s - R,

A -
r

 Tuhe

P1cc Precision Jigsaw

"The Plcc is a very classy
tool and is certainly a
radical step away from
what we perceive as

a jigsaw”

- Good Woodworking

Special Offer!

FREE jigsaw blades

e iy N8 T
‘1‘ worth £79.00 inc

KSS 300 Precision Saw System - 'be
B U
“One thing is important '
above all else: Precision.

Buckinghamshire

Isaac Lord
High Wycombe
Tel: 01494 B35 241

Cambridgeshire

1st Call Lid

%K
Tel: 01353 664 |
Cheshire

Graham's Machinery

Chester
Tel: 01244 376 764

Essex

Frank Howard Tools

Braintree
Tel: 01376 327 454

Gloucestershire
R & R Tools & Fixings

Grencenter

Tel: 01285 655 543
Tewkesbury Saw
Tewkesbury

Tel: 01684 293 092

Hampshire

Elliott Brother Lid
Winchester

Tel: 01962 827 610
Portsmouth

Tel: 023 928 23426
ToHon

Tel: 023 8047 5006

Wessex Fixings
Andover
Tel: 01264 332 332

Kent
Angle Fix

Tunbridge Wells
Tel: 01892 684 422

London

D & M Tools
Twickenham
Tel: 0208 892 3813

Oxon

Oxon Fastenings
Eynsham
Tel: 01865 884 022

Somerset

Miles Tools
Yeovil
Tel: 01935 421 281

Sussex
Bryant lelngt.

Horsham

Tel: 01403 265 652

P.R Industrial
Hove
Tel: 01273 77 44 55

Warwickshire

Alscot Timber
Preston on Stour
Tel: 01789 450 353

t's clearly a cut above mh"ﬂﬁﬁ:

the rest Tel: 01535 ptit
CD UK
Leeds

- Good Woodworking

Special Offer!

FREE 24T TCT Sawblade
WOI’Th £39.00 inc VAI

.
www.nmatools.co.uk

Birds Royd Lane, Brighouse, West Yorkshire, HDé6 1LQ

T—

Tel: 0113 201 2242

Bigger Savings
Brighouse
Tel: 0B45 555 0505

Scotland

Saw Centre
Glas ow
Tel: 0141 429

Saw & Tnollng
Edinbu
Tel: 0131 4480

Mchreguu
Inverness

Tel: 014463 717 999
in

Tel: 01343 541 424

Phone: 01484 400 488

Email: sales@nmauk.com



The PT260 Planer Thicknesser.
Same Great Machine, New Lower Price.

The PT260 needs little introduction, having found its way into countless
workshops over the past decade. Its capacities, build quality and
reliability make it the obvious choice for the discerning woodworker.

' = £ oodwor <
What Tkeg Say"' | 5532‘1;__. 4 RECOMMENDED
Good -ﬂlfzoodwoi'-kii',lz_g ‘e W

.. :
- rFRTA g
ol - "
- Pogr il gl MY
AP L YA i e ]
£% b F X T o ¥

The Woodworker

“| fed some 180mm wide pine ———
through the thicknesser ata 2 mm R s :

depth of cut, getting excellent

results without straining the

motor...it's useful to know the

Record will cope. For it's price the

Record is excellent value.”

Good Woodworking

“In use the Record performs well.
It feels solid and secure and the
finish is good. The wheel kit is a
real boon, making it easy to push
the machine around the workshop.
Overall this is a good all rounder
and with that 5 year guarantee,

it certainly looks enticing.”

The Woodworker

“At an overall length of one metre
the tables are ideal and they are
remarkably accurate as well.

My straight edge showed no
significant discrepancy over the
whole length - something other
major manufacturers should learn
from... a very capable machine.”

Practical Woodworking
GUA

Prices valid until 28.02.2014, E&QOE

RECORD POWER

ESTABLISHED 1909°

Experience « Knowledge

www.recordpower.co.uk Tel: 01246 571 020 oo oo
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