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The Quilt Now team has been tag-teaming each other to 
go on our summer holidays this month. It’s been like a relay 
race, passing the baton to the next team member to dash o�  
for a well-deserved break. Summer holidays mean holiday 
sewing, and Susan Standen is chatting us through the basics 
of English paper piecing this issue. If you haven’t tried it 
before, her masterclass on page 36 gives you all the skills to 
start a new hobby you’ll fall in love with. Her mini quilt will 
give your newfound skills a run for their money, but if you’re 
already familiar with EPP, the clever design is perfect for trying 
something a little trickier.

We all have too much fabric 
in our stash, and this issue 
we have the ideal quilt on 
page 23 to bust through a 
stack of fat quarters with very 
little waste. We designed it 
to be the perfect donation 
for a charity quilt drive. After 
speaking to Siblings Together 
we’ve been inspired to help 
out as much as we can – fi nd 
out how you can help too on 
page 26.

Our cover quilt on page 10 is another stash buster, and a cat 
lover’s dream! The simply pieced kitty face block is a favourite 
of ours, especially with the rounded corners and black and 
white striped binding.

We love to see the projects 
you’ve been making, you can 
share them with us on Instagram 
using the hashtag #quiltnow 
or email at storyofmyquilt@
practicalpublishing.co.uk 
with a few words about your 
quilt (or any other project you’ve 
been making) and a picture.

Here’s what you’ve been making this 
month over on Instagram

sondraraby is busy 
stitching block of the 
month blocks over in the 
USA. Love those super 
sharp points she’s pieced!

becasaurus’s block of the 
month blocks are making 
us swoon – the fussy 
cutting is gorgeous!

arttextiles has used a 
gorgeous black, grey 
and yellow colour 
palette for her tumbling 
lanterns quilt

Hello
and welcome to 
Issue 38 of Quilt Now

@QUILTNOWMAG

/QUILTNOW

WWW.QUILTNOW.CO.UK

/QUILTNOWMAG

insta-QUILTS

quiltnow
#quiltnow

Tag us on 
Instagram 
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23

50

6 MAKING OUR MONTH
All the latest news and trends in the world 
of patchwork and quilting

8 WORKSHOPS
Find a class, make new friends and 
support your local quilt shop!

20 BOOKSHELF
We can’t resist these inspiring reads

26 SIBLINGS TOGETHER
Find out about this inspiring charity 
and the work it does, as well as how 
you can help!

28 FABRIC NEWS
Our favourite fabric collections 
and inspirations

36 TECHNIQUE FOCUS
Susan Standen talks us through 
English paper piecing

40 AURIFIL THREAD OFFER
Visit one of the advertised shops to claim 
a free Aurifi l thread collection (minimum 
in-store spend of £15 applies)

48 SUBSCRIBE TO QUILT NOW
Take out a subscription to Quilt Now 
and receive a fabulous Prym mini steam 
iron for your travel projects

62 GIVEAWAYS
This issue’s fabulous prizes and o� ers!

85 BLOCK OF THE MONTH
Reene Witchard presents the fi nal blocks 
of her mystery block of the month

90 TEMPLATES
Find all of the templates needed for 
this issue’s projects right here!

98 CHILL OUT
Amazing needlepoint cushion designs 
from DMC threads

FEATURES

In this month’s...

Page 55

30

Page 74
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10 KITTY KAT
Delight your cat-loving friends with 
this gorgeous kitty cat quilt

17 IN A SPIN BABY QUILT
Beautiful pastel, fl oral prints come alive with 
a pop of orange in this delightful baby quilt

23 BLOCK PAVING
FQ friendly, this is a stash-buster we 
designed especially as a charity quilt. It’s 
fast to piece with very little waste!

30 IMPROV CROSSROADS
Up your improv game with Emily’s skill-
building masterclass and quilt pattern

38 WHIRLWIND MINI QUILT
Think outside the hexagon shaped box 
with Susan’s kaleidoscope EPP design

43 RETREAT BAG
Make-up bag, sewing bag, swap bag or 
a bag for all your sewing class or retreat 
supplies – this simple bag is bound to 
become a new favourite!

50 GLORIOUS GEOMETRY
Dress up your summer dining table with 
this fabulous large runner

55 SEWING MACHINE MAT
Katy’s mat, pouch and scrap bin set are sure 
to brighten up any sewing space!

PROJECTS

17

79

48 SUBSCRIBE TODAY FOR 
A FREE PRYM MINI STEAM 
IRON WORTH £51

63 LITTLE ARROW
Foundation pieced for precise points, 
this design can easily be used to make 
cushions or quilts!

68 FABRIC BOXES
Handy boxes that are ideal for keeping 
your tools and threads within easy reach 
of your sewing machine

74 WONKY FLYING GEESE
Never lose your glasses again with Louisa’s 
funky glasses case

79 STARGAZER QUILT
This graphic star quilt is simply pieced but 
packs a punch!

Beautiful pastel, fl oral prints come alive with 
a pop of orange in this delightful baby quilt

Page 68

Page 28

63 A NOTE ON MEASUREMENTS
Metric or imperial measurements are included in each 
project, as per the designer’s preference. Converting 
measurements could interfere with accuracy. Ensure 
you read the instructions thoroughly before starting.
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ABAKHAN BRANCHES OUT
Abakhan is set to open its ninth UK store with a brand-new 
two-storey shop in Altrincham, Greater Manchester. The 
fabric, yarn and crafting retailer will be unveiling its huge 
range of dressmaking, soft furnishing and quilting fabric, as 
well as haberdashery and yarn in June with a grand opening 
ceremony featuring The Great British Sewing Bee contestants 
Jenni� er Taylor and Paul Clarke. Marketing Director Beth 
Abakhan explained that they were looking forward to 

The patchwork and the people that are quilting us happy
Making our month

PIN-UP LADIES
Anyone who has met our Editor Katy will know that she 
has a bit of a thing for pins, and we don’t just mean in 
her sewing! The Quilt Now team has been poring over 
the latest enamel pin collection from Collette Patterns 
this month, with each one inspired by sewing. There’s a 
pair of tiny stork snips, a sewing machine, seam ripper 
and also our number one sewing companion, a sleepy 
kitty! Pick up yours for $10 (approximately £7.72) at 
www.colettepatterns.com

SUper-sized quilts
The Festival of Quilts returns in August and at the top of our to-see 
list is the exhibition Mastery: Sustaining Momentum from The Dairy 
Barn Arts Center from Ohio. Curated by US quilt artist Nancy Crow, 
it features large-scale works by 12 master quilt artists from around 
the world, including Kit Vincent from Canada and Heide Stoll-
Weber from Germany, as well as bold pieces from Nancy herself. To 
see these eye-catching quilts up close, head to the NEC Birmingham 
fro 10th–13th August for The Festival of Quilts, Europe’s leading 
patchwork and quilting event, packed with 700 competition quilts, 
hundreds of workshops, talks, stalls and events. Advanced tickets are 
available from £15 at www.thefestivalofquilts.co.uk

A CUT ABOVE
Rotary cutters are one of the most 
important tools in any quilter’s sewing 
box, but while they’re a practical 
purchase there’s no need for them to 
be boring! Fiskars, known for those 
bright orange tools, has just released 
the Inspiration Stick Rotary Cutters, 
which not only have a 45mm blade 
for crisp, controlled colouring, but 
also feature two eye-catching handle 
designs. Choose from the fl oral or 
geometric motifs and enjoy using 
tools as colourful and creative as 
your quilting. The rotary cutters 
are suitable for both right and 
left-handed users and they feature 
a sliding button to extend the 
blade guard for safe storage. 
In independent craft shops, 
John Lewis, The Range and 
Hobbycraft now for £14.99 
each. Find your local stockist 
at www.fi skars.co.uk

Making our monthMaking our month

which not only have a 45mm blade 
for crisp, controlled colouring, but 
also feature two eye-catching handle 
designs. Choose from the fl oral or 
geometric motifs and enjoy using 
tools as colourful and creative as 

left-handed users and they feature 

Making our month

 by Helen McBride-Richter

 Beth Abakhan

by Marina Kamenskaya
expanding on existing 
stores, which include 
sites in North Wales, 
Liverpool and central 
Manchester. Beth 
said that Altrincham 
stood out thanks to 
its “really vibrant 
high street… There’s 
already a real buzz 
around the opening of 
this store, we couldn’t 
be more excited!” To 
fi nd out more about 
the launch and the 
busy programme of 
demonstrations, visit 
www.abakhan.co.uk
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This small family business is based in the heart of 
Norfolk. Fiona, Bill and the team are proud of the 

incredible range of yarn, fabric, kits, patterns and more 
that is on o� er to customers!

Hi Fiona, How are you and 
what are you up to at the 
shop today? 
I’m busy working on some 
samples for the workshops that 
we have coming up, and then I will 
be teaching a one-to-one sewing 
lesson later.

Tell us about the history of the shop 
I stopped knitting regularly when I was pregnant with our fi rst child, 
and it was a good 11 years before I started again! When I popped to 
our local yarn store to choose a project to start on, I discovered the 
couple who ran it were about to retire. I went home muttering about 
how typical it was that just as I get back into it they close and Bill said, 
“Why don’t we open one?” So we did! As time went by the business 
grew and we moved premises and expanded into fabric, quilting and 
dressmaking and then had to move to bigger premises again! Last year 
we bought the current premises so we are here to stay.

What do you think 
sets you apart from 
other shops? 
We are often referred to as an 
Aladdin’s cave! We o� er a very 
good range of quilting and 
dressmaking fabric, notions and 
haberdashery, as well as yarn, 
accessories and patterns. We 
are able to o� er advice when 
needed and help customers 
choose colours and prints. 

Tell us about any classes 
and workshops that are coming up
I have regular sewing classes throughout the week, as well as 
knitting and crochet classes on a Wednesday evening. We have 
some workshops coming up over the next few months, with the 
next one in July being a Folded Star Hot Pad. These can all be found 
on our website.

Is there anything exciting coming up that you’d like to tell 
our readers about? 
There is always something new and exciting coming up! At the 
moment we are looking forward to receiving licenced Star Wars and 
Alice in Wonderland fabric.

Hi Fiona, How are you and 
what are you up to at the 
shop today? 
I’m busy working on some 
samples for the workshops that 
we have coming up, and then I will 
be teaching a one-to-one sewing 
lesson later.

SHOP OF THE MONTH

KNIT WITS

SUMMER TRAVELS
Whether you’re planning a holiday or not, you can still 
inject some summer style into your sewing space thanks to 
Korbond’s new travel-themed sewing baskets. There are four 
options to choose from, including Japanese Kiku, Tahitian 
Treat, African Boho and Mexican Twist, with each box covered 
in beautiful fabric inspired by di� erent cultures and designs. 
They’re the perfect size for storing your sewing and crafting 
accessories and each one has an integrated pincushion and 
picket and a PVC storage tray for smaller items and can be 
bought in a wide range of sizes. See more of Creation’s ‘Travel 
Around the World’ collection, at www.korbond.co.uk

Knit Wits
28a High Street
Dereham, Norfolk
NR19 1DR
01362 652961
www.knitwitsdereham.co.uk 

GET STUFFED!
Beautifully soft and ideal for adding much-needed bulk, the 
new Deco-Wadding from Vlieseline is perfect for bringing your 
projects to life. Designed to add a three-dimensional e� ect to 
cushions and pillows, it can also be used for stu�  ng toys. The 
wadding is made from synthetic fi bre and is super easy to care 
for, as it’s washable to 40˚C and dry cleanable too. It’s available 
in 300g drawstring bags for £5.75. To fi nd your nearest stockist, 
visit www.vlieseline.com
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Swot up on your sewing skills with 
these fabulous classes

A Cornish treasure trove of art 
and craft materials for all where 
plenty of advice is available.
www.craft-box.com 

22nd & 23rd August

Introducing the bargello technique
Produce a really exciting quilt 
top over a two-day course.
Cost: £50 

4th September

Jelly-roll quilt
A rail fence pattern can be 
very e� ective!
Cost: £25

9th September

Disappearing nine patch
Ideal use of a charm pack for a 
timeless pattern.
Cost: £25

WorkshopS
Strips galore

Painters
Liskeard, Cornwall

Pauline’s Patchwork
Poundbury, Dorchester

Thimblestitch 
at Zoë’s

Honiton, Devon

Quilters Dream
Andover, Hampshire

Strips galore

18th September 

Traditional blocks
Learn six di� erent techniques 
over six weeks.
Cost: £10 per session

This family-run business strives 
to give good, friendly and 
reliable service to its customers.
www.paulinespatchwork.
co.uk 

2nd September

All-seasons tree with Kate Percival
This foundation-pieced block 
can be made in many di� erent 
kinds of fabric.
Cost: £40

9th September

Strips galore with Jan Hassard
Use strata strips to make 
exciting colourful quilts from 
many di� erent designs. 
Cost: £45 

16th September  

A garden of roses with 
Claire Passmore
Design and make your own quilt, 
using the ‘garden of roses’ quilt 
as your inspiration. 
Cost: £45

13th October

Jelly roll fun day with 
Sarah Soward 
Choose from four di� erent quilts 
all made using a jelly roll; great 
starter quilts.
Cost: £25

Dedicated workshop specially 
equipped for quilting, patchwork 
and other textiles projects.
www.thimblestitch-devon.
co.uk 

29th July

Geli and stitch with Dee Priest 
Playing with Geli plates, then 
embellishing with hand or 
machine stitch.
Cost: £32

19th August

Christmas cottages 
with Louise Nichols 
Make cute cottages as presents, 
or to keep!
Cost: £32

20th August

Sew what ... would you like 
to do next?
Learn new skills or just get a 
day’s dedicated sewing in group 
sessions, running regularly. 
Cost: £27

co.uk 

29th July

Cost: £27

8th September

Free-motion quilting with 
Linda Campbell 
Separate free-motion quilting into 
bite-size pieces and have fun!
Cost: £32

Specialising in quilting and 
embroidery supplies, workshops 
are suitable for all levels
www.quiltersdream.co.uk 

22nd July

Two-generation workshop
Encourage and inspire your child 
(7+) whilst making a fun project 
with help and support of an 
accompanying adult (18+). 
Cost: £35 one child with 
one adult

20th – 25th August

Summer school
Machine and hand quilting 
Amish quilts.
Cost: £100

21st October

Winter townscape with 
Anne Hellyer 
Free-machine embroidery to 
create a beautiful 3D wrap 
suitable for use with LED 
string lights.
Cost: £45

11th November

Make a bag or wall hanging
Choose to make either a 
beautiful elegant handbag, or a 
really attractive wall hanging.
Cost: £45
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PROJECT:  QUILT

WE USED
For more information on Sugar 
Pie Boutique by Moda, visit 
www.unitednotions.com
For more information on 
Vlieseline products, visit 
www.vlieseline.com

For more information on Sugar 
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PROJECT:  QUILT

quilt
Delight your cat-loving friends with 

this gorgeous kitty cat quilt!

BY DEBBIE VON GRABLER-CROZIER

KITTY CAT

QN38.P10.indd   11 05/06/2017   09:36
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PROJECT:  QUILT

MATERIALS
 ◆ fat quarter bundle Sugar Pie 

by Moda 
 ◆ 1.7x2.2m backing fabric
 ◆ fat quarter binding fabric
 ◆ 1.7x2.2m #279 80/20 Vlieseline 

cotton-mix wadding 

This is a lovely 
simple block that 
is quick to whip up, 
and even quicker to 
chain piece! Stack 
a pile of blocks at 
the side of your 
machine and whizz 
through the kitty 
faces in no time!

THINGS TO 
REMEMBER

Seam allowances are ¼  ” unless 
otherwise stated
FQ – fat quarter

FI
N

IS
H

ED
 S

IZ
E:

 6
0x

77
”

TIP
There are 

several colourways 
in the bundle, avoid 

choosing two fabrics 
from the same 

colour set

Join the backing fabric to 
make it more interesting and if 
you have some FQ pieces left 
over, add them in to carry the 

design theme to the back

WHY NOT TRY?

ASSEMBLY

1 To make a cat block, choose two fat 
quarters from the pack, making sure that 

they are a little bit di� erent so the cats 
stand out. Fabric A is the cat fabric and 
Fabric B the background fabric.

2 Begin by cutting a 6½” square from 
fabric A and two 3” squares from 

Fabric B. Draw a diagonal line on the 
wrong side of the smaller squares. (See 
Pic A.) Place the two smaller squares on 
the bottom corners of the larger ones. 
(See Pic B.) Align so that the drawn 
lines point towards the centre bottom. 
Sew along the lines. (See Pic C.)

3 Trim under the lines by ¼”. (See 
Pic D.) Press so that you have a 

snowballed square – this is kitty’s chin.

QN38.P10.indd   12 05/06/2017   09:36



www.quiltnow.co.uk  13

PROJECT:  QUILT

D

G

BA

C E

F H

4 Cut another two 3” squares from 
Fabric A and a 6½x3” rectangle of 

Fabric B. Draw the lines on the back 
of the smaller squares again. This time 
when you put them onto the rectangle 
they will be on the top two corners 
and the drawn lines will point to the 
bottom centre again. Sew along the 
lines, trim and press and then attach 
the top section to the bottom to make 

the cat. (See Pic E.) Trim the block 
to neaten it slightly and then make 
another 44 in a variety of prints. This 
block is not square, it measures 6½x9” .

5 Cut 45 assorted 6½x9” plain blocks 
from your fat quarters. These go in 

between the cat blocks. (See Pic F.)

6 When you have the blocks made, 
join them in rows of 10 and then 

join the rows together to make a quilt 
60x77” (1.5x1.95m), which is a generous 
size for a single bed.

7 Press the top. Join the back if 
necessary and press that too. Lay 

the backing fabric down (face down), 
put the wadding on top and the pieces 
panel on top of that (face up). Pin and 
quilt with your favourite pattern. I have 
used a wavy line working diagonally. 
(See Pic G.)

Cutting the points from 
triangles is usually a 
mortal sin in quilting but 
not for this block! This is 
not a flying geese block; 
it is snowballed so the flat 
gap between the triangles 
is needed

8 Trim and square the quilt and round the 
corners. (See Pic H.) A large teacup or 

small plate is great for this.

9 Make 7m of binding to fi nish the quilt 
by cutting 1½”-wide strips on the bias 

and then joining them together to form 
a long strip. Fold in half lengthways and 
press and then fold the raw edges in and 
press them too.

Debbie has been a craft writer for 17 
years, she loves writing and designing for 
craft magazines in the UK, USA, Australia 
and South Africa 
www.sallyandcraftyvamp.blogspot.co.uk

Designer: 

DEBBIE 
VON 
GRABLER-
CROZIER

It is OK to repeat a block but 
mix them as much as possible 
and aim to have the similar 
fabrics away from each other 
when you piece them together 
in the next step

TOP TIP
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PROJECT:  BABY QUILT 

baby quilt
These beautiful pastel, floral prints with a pop of burnt orange 

and willow green are the perfect combination for any baby, 
and will make a sophisticated addition to their nursery

BY SARAH ASHFORD  

IN A SPIN

QN38.P17.indd   17 05/06/2017   09:43
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PROJECT:  BABY QUILT

MATERIALS
 ◆ 1m Kona Snow 
 ◆ 15 fat quarters Floral Splendor 
 ◆ 2½” x WOF binding fabric 

(scrappy binding using 
leftovers from the fat quarters, 
sewn end to end to form one 
continuous length) 

 ◆ 1.5m Floral Splendor for 
backing fabric 

Try using an ombré 
of di� erent shades 
of one colour for 
an on-trend 
interiors look

THINGS TO 
REMEMBER

Use a ¼  ” seam unless 
otherwise stated
Press seams to the dark side
WOF – width of fabric
FQ – fat quarter 

FINISHED SIZE: 40x48”  

ASSEMBLY

1 Take a white 7” square and place right 
sides together with a 7” print fabric 

square. Pin diagonally in the corners 
and stitch ½” all the way around the 
edge. Repeat for all 30 blocks.

2 Cut each block corner to corner on 
each side. (See Pic A.) Press each 

quarter open and iron to the dark side. 
Trim the ears. 

3 Sew the four quarters together, 
taking care to orientate the blocks 

as shown in Pic B, referring to the full 
quilt pic. 

4 Lay out the 30 blocks in a pleasing 
arrangement, taking into account a 

balance of light and dark shades.

CUTTING 
From the Kona Snow, cut:
30 7” squares 
From each print fabric, cut:
2 7” squares 

You need a total of 30 white 
squares and 30 print squares

WE USED
This project uses Floral Splendor 
by Cathy Nordstrom for 
Andover Fabrics 
Visit www.makoweruk.com 
for more details
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PROJECT:  BABY QUILT 

A

C

E

5 Take the 2½  ” squares and draw 
a diagonal line on each in pencil. 

Place a square on the corners, 
matching fabric to create diamond 
shapes where four blocks meet. 
(See Pic B for correct orientation 
of the pencil lines.) 

6 Stitch each 2½  ” square to the 
corner of each block on the 

diagonal line and trim to a ¼” seam. 
(See Pic C.) Open out and press to 
complete the block. 

7 Stitch the blocks together in rows, 
taking care to align the seams. 

8 Stitch the rows together to 
complete the quilt top. 

9 Make a quilt sandwich from the 
backing fabric (right side facing down), 

the wadding and the quilt top (right side 
facing up). Make sure all the layers are 
nice and smooth with no wrinkles and 
baste all three layers together using 
tacking stitches or basting pins.

10 Quilt as you prefer. This quilt 
has been quilted using wavy line 

quilting to add movement to the 
spinning pinwheels. 

11 Once quilted, trim o�  the excess 
backing fabric and wadding and 

square up the quilt. 

12 Use the remainder of the fat quarters 
to create 2½” x WOF strips for the 

Sarah, better known as Quilt Candy, is 
the founder and Chairman of the South 
West Modern Quilt Guild. She is a also a 
freelance writer, pattern designer, teacher, 
fabric lover and tea drinker. Follow Sarah 
on Instagram quilt_candy

Designer: 

SARAH
ashford

Sarah, better known as Quilt Candy, is 

WIN!
 A kit to 

make this quilt! 
See page 62 
for details

scrappy binding. Sew end to end as 
one continuous length and bind to the 
quilt using your preferred method. 
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BOOKSHELF
We can’t get our noses out of these inspiring reads

HOW TO QUILT & 
PATCHWORK
by Mollie Makes Design Team
£9.99 Pavilion
The team over at Mollie Makes has 
brought together over 100 di� erent 
techniques in 15 colourful projects 
to quilt and piece. Starting at the 
very beginning, you can learn how 

to select fabric and cut, piece and quilt them into a selection of 
stunning designs for your home. Projects from the talented bunch of 
contributors include bags, cushions, throws and tea cosies, ranging 
from basic patchwork all the way through to more advanced projects. 
This is a really vibrant book to look through for inspiration and could 
make a great gift for anyone who wants to take their patchwork and 
quilting skills to the next level. 
Available now from www.pavilionbooks.com

On this month’s

THE SPLENDID 
SAMPLER
by Pat Sloan and 
Jane Davidson
£26.99 Martingale 
Pat Sloan and Jane Davidson 
embarked on a year-long 100- 
block adventure at the beginning 
of 2016 and invited 84 fellow 
designers from all around the 

world to sew along with them to create eye-catching 6” 
blocks. They are now all together in one amazing book, so 
that you can recreate them at home! Techniques include 
everything from traditional patchwork and English paper 
piecing to appliqué and embroidery. Be inspired by the 
diverse blocks to create your own standout sampler. Or 
why not recreate this challenge in your local quilt group to 
create an enormous charity quilt?
Pick up your copy at www.martingale-pub.com
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PIONEER QUILTS
by Lori Lee Triplett and Kay Triplett
£22.99 C&T
Take a trip to the pioneer era and 
experience life on the American 
prairies through quilting. Fictional 
character Esther Heinzmann explores 
30 antique quilts from the famous 
Poos Collection and takes an in-depth 
look at the stories behind them and 
the importance they held in the late 

19th and early 20th century. Read accounts of the Great Migration 
and immerse yourself in the culture and creativity of the people 
who lived in the prairie lands. Once you’ve learnt more about this 
exciting period of quilt history you can recreate fi ve of the quilt 
projects at home thanks to the wonderfully detailed instructions. 
Perfect for a bedtime read and one for the sewing table! 
Discover more at www.ctpub.com

THE VERSATILE 
NINE PATCH
by Joan Ford
£21.99 Taunton Press
The nine patch is one of the fi rst blocks 
you learn as a beginner quilter but while 
it’s a great place to start it also o� ers a 
huge number of design options. Teacher 
and designer Joan Ford demonstrates 
how to create over 20 exciting designs 
turning this traditional block on its head 

to include strip piecing squares, scraps from your stash and many 
more ideas. Each project is easy to follow thanks to beautiful 
step-by-step photography and lots of hints and tips. Plus, the 
book contains an invaluable basics section you can refer to as 
you go, whether you’re a beginner or in need of a refresher. 
Find out more at www.tauntonpress.com

www.quiltnow.co.uk  21
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www.franknutt.co.uk

Lots of honest, helpful and friendly advice.

Around 100 sewing machines and overlockers on show, ready for demonstration. 

We stock Bernina, Bernette, Brother, Elna,  Husqvarna, 
Janome, Juki and Singer machines.

We have an extensive range of Horn cabinets and chairs on display.

We also do machine accessories, software, dress forms and workshops.

Free customer car park

Three ways to buy - online      by telephone      or visit the shop

The Old Stables
17-23 Poplar Road

Kings Heath
Birmingham B14 7AA

T: 0121 443 5555
E: info@franknutt.co.uk
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...for Inspiration & Creativity!

abakhan.fabrics abakhan.fabrics abakhan.fabrics abakhan.fabrics

George St Altringham WA14 1 ??   Telephone number

www.abakhan.co.uk/group-visits

A                                       of fabrics,  
yarns & accessories in store now.  

And all at very competitive prices!

A                                       of fabrics, 
yarns & accessories in store now. 

RANGEA                                       of fabrics, 
yarns & accessories in store now. yarns & accessories in store now. 

RANGEMASSIVE

Altrincham!

Family run business since 1964

Other branches at . . .
BIRKENHEAD  

8-12 Greenway Rd,  CH42 0NG 

Tel: 0151 652 5195

CHESTER 
65 Frodsham St,  

CH1  3JJ 

Tel: 01244 323640

HANLEY  
55 Old Hall St, Stoke-on-Trent 

ST1 3 AU  

Tel: 01782 274200

LIVERPOOL 
4-44 Stafford St,  

L3 8LX  

 Tel: 0151 207 4029

MANCHESTER 
111-115 Oldham St,  

M4 1LN  

 Tel: 0161 839 3229

MOSTYN  
Coast Road, Llanerch-Y-Mor, 

CH8 9DX   

Tel: 01745 562100

PRESTON 
Unit 3b Corporation St,  

PR1 2UQ   

Tel: 01772 202677

BOLTON 
Unit 2B, Burnden Park,  

Manchester Rd, BL3 2NE

Tel: 01204 388430

Family run business since 1964

ALTRINCHAMALTRINCHAM
ARRIVES IN
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paving
Raid your stash for a stack of fat quarters and make this simply 

pieced quilt, perfect for a charity quilt (or a gift!)

BY KATY JONES
 QUILTED BY TRUDI WOOD 

BLOCK
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PROJECT:  QUILT

MATERIALS
 ◆ 15 fat quarters for blocks
 ◆ 4 yards backing fabric 
 ◆ 66” square wadding 
 ◆ ½ yard binding fabric 

The blocks here are 
economical, and 
there’s very little 
waste when cutting. 
You can easily 
make the quilt 
larger or smaller by 
making more 
or fewer blocks 

THINGS TO 
REMEMBER

WOF – width of fabric

FINISHED SIZE: 60” SQUARE 

CUTTING
Follow the block diagrams to cut the 
pieces for the blocks. You need a total 
of 9 blocks and will make the following:
2 blocks of A and C
1 block of B, D, E, F, G

Mix up the fabric so that your blocks 
have a good selection of colours 
and prints, but don’t overthink your 
selections. Each of the blocks can be 
rotated to suit the layout and your 
personal preference later on, and this is 
a quick-to-piece quilt, so you don’t need 
to spend too long on planning!

Cut the binding fabric into:
6 2½” x WOF strips. Trim o�  the 
selvedges and set aside

When she’s not editing Quilt Now, Katy 
is happiest cutting up perfectly good 
pieces of fabric and sewing them back 
together again as kits for her cat cushion 
from issue 33. They make great gifts to 
give (or keep!)
www.quiltnow.co.uk

Designer: 

Katy
jones

ASSEMBLY

1 Refer to the block diagrams for 
piecing. Press all seams open and press 

the fi nished blocks well.

2 Lay out your blocks on a clean fl oor. 
Rotate and position them so that you 

are happy with the arrangement. You 
don’t want the same fabric sitting too 
close to each other, and not have too 
much of one colour in any area of the 
quilt. There is no right or wrong way 
up to the blocks so you can switch 
them to suit!

3 Piece the backing fabric by cutting 
the yardage into two equal lengths. 

Remove the selvedges and sew together 
along the length with a ½” seam 
allowance to form a centre seam. Press 
well all over and square up the edges.
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block
DIAGRAMs

WE USED
We used Abloom Fusion and 
co-ordinating Pure Elements 
solids by AGF studios for Art 
Gallery Fabrics. For stockists, visit 
www.hantex.co.uk/mystockist

4 Make a quilt sandwich from the backing 
fabric (right side facing down), the 

wadding and the quilt top (right side 
facing up). Make sure all the layers are nice 
and smooth with no wrinkles and baste 
all three layers together using tacking 
stitches or pins. Quilt as you prefer – you 
could follow the seams and quilt in a grid, 
or do something more elaborate like the 
free-motion design Trudi Wood used on 
our quilt.

5 Once quilted, trim o�  the excess 
backing fabric and wadding and 

square up the quilt.

6  Prepare the binding by sewing the 
six strips end to end to form one long 

length. Fold along the full length, wrong 
sides together and press. Use this to bind 
the quilt.

A (X2)

B

E

C (X2)

F G

D

Why not use a cushion 
cover as a case for the 
folded quilt?

GIFT IDEA!

Love this?
Learn to make this Liberty living 
cushion in Sew Now issue 9 
www.moremags.com or 
www.craftstash.co.uk
For digital issues, visit
www.pocketmags.com
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FEATURE:  SIBLINGS TOGETHER

It is often said a quilt is like a hug, and 
therefore it’s no surprise that there 
are charities focused on providing 

such quilty hugs. We chatted to Nicky 
Eglington who co-ordinates the quilt 
drive for Siblings Together, a charity 
whose focus is on children separated 
from siblings within the care system

Siblings Together became a charity 
in August 2010. Founder and CEO 
Delma Hughes has more than 20 years 
of professional experience as an Art 
Therapist working with looked-after 
children, and has personal experience 
of separation from her own siblings in 
the care system.

The charity runs run a lively annual 
programme of opportunities for siblings. 
The residential summer camps, which 
have been the cornerstone of Siblings 
Together’s work since its conception, 
have gone from strength to strength as 
it continues to implement and develop 
the tried-and-tested camp model and to 
expand the number of camps.

In addition to camps, Siblings Together 
has developed a range of other 
initiatives to encourage sustained 
positive contact between siblings; 
examples of which are a monthly 

Siblings 
Together

QUILTING FOR CHARITY

Activity Day programme and a 
Buddying Scheme, which provide an 
opportunity for regular sibling contact. 

There were about 65,000 children in 
care in England in 2010, an increase 
of 7% on the year before. The best 
available data on looked-after children’s 
contacts with friends and family is a 
2010 survey of over 300 looked-after 
children carried out by the Children’s 
Rights Director for England, ‘Keeping 
in Touch’. Some key points from this 
survey were that 81% of looked-after 
children with brothers or sisters in care 
had been separated from them, 86% 
of children surveyed thought it very or 
quite important to keep brothers and 
sisters in care together, while only 3% 
thought it didn’t matter if brothers and 
sisters in care lost contact with each 
other. The longer a child is looked after, 
the more likely to be out of touch with 
brothers and sisters.*

The Siblings Together quilt programme 
aims to provide quilts for the children 
to take home after attending one of 
the residential camps as a permanent 
reminder of a special time spent with 
their siblings.

(*source www.siblingstogether.co.uk)

How did you get involved with 
Siblings Together and what is your 
role within the drive? 
I got involved with making quilts 
for Siblings Together when Lynne 
Goldsworthy brought the need to our 
attention at the Fat Quarterly 2012 retreat 
in London. My response was limited to 
begin with but then grew. Three years ago 
I made several quilts throughout the year 
for the charity and a year later I decided 
to lead the e� ort to co-ordinate the quilt 
making with Maria Russell, and this year 
Carol Harrison has joined us. We are all 
in the same Siblings Together Quilt Bee 
(there are several). Maria looks after the 
Instagram account/blog, Carol is in charge 
of the quilting bees and I have been 
running the quilt drive with lots of help 
from the fabulous quilting community. 
There is quite a lot to do behind the 
scenes, mainly to do with telling people 
what we need, helping quilts get fi nished, 
delivered and acknowledged – we all want 
to know our quilts have arrived safely. We 
are also heavily involved in the making of 
the quilts.

The Siblings Together charity really pulled 
on my heartstrings because I have three 
children of my own and I thought about 
what I would like people to do for them if I 
were not able to look after them. Making a 
quilt seemed such an easy thing for me to 
do and I knew the recipients would really 
value the quilts they received.

Now I do it because I enjoy it! It has led 
me to do things I would never have done 
otherwise, such as organising online quilt 
drives, asking for help from the quilting 
community, making quilts from orphan 
blocks (I love the challenge of joining 
things from di� erent people and seeing 
where it takes me), writing articles for 
magazines and talking to groups of 
quilters about what we do. It has pushed 
me out of my comfort zone because the 
need is real. It makes such a di� erence to 
these young people who receive the quilts; 
they can hardly believe the quilts are for 
them to take home and keep.

We speak to Nicky Eglinton about the work she does 
for Siblings Together
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How can people get involved? What 
do you need, are there any rules to 
follow regarding the size of quilts, 
can people send fabric or o� er 
services or do you prefer fi nished 
quilts or quilt tops?
Quilts need to be big enough to wrap 
around a youngster so we aim for 50-
80", square or rectangular – I usually 
make them 60" square. Anyone can get 
involved. Finished quilts are fabulous but 
we also welcome donations of quilt tops, 
blocks, fabric, wadding, binding, quilting – 
anything and everything. There are several 
online bees that make quilts for us and 
you can join one or start your own. If in 
doubt please ask. Cheering on and support 
behind the scenes with the organisation 
of the campaign is also needed to help us 
reach our target of 100 quilts every year!

What does the future hold for the 
Siblings Together quilt group? 
I would love to enhance the sense of 
community created by quilters making 
with a common cause. This is also what 
really inspires and amazes me. People 
from all over the world have been willing 
to help this UK-based charity achieve its 
aim of providing a quilt to each child in 
care that attends the residential camps 
and activity days. It would be fabulous if 
we could do that for every child in care 
separated from siblings.

This year I have been on a mission to help 
everyone clear out their cupboards at 

home, in quilt shops and quilt magazine 
o�  ces and put all those quilts or part 
quilts to good use and use up that fabric 
we don't want or don't have a plan for. 
Annie at The Eternal Maker donated lots 
of sample quilts and part quilts this year. 
Long-arm quilter Trudi Wood donated 
lots of orphan blocks that I have been 
using to make quilt tops and she has also 
got another quilter to fi nish up some of 
her WIPs, which she is then quilting. It is 
quite cathartic to get rid of the old and 
make way for new. The children do not 
worry about missed points or the latest 
fabric, they appreciate that someone 
cared enough to make something 
for them. I think there are still lots of 
cupboards that need some help to 
be cleared!

For the future it would be great if quilt 
shops and/or quilting groups/retreats 
could hold a day or evening of making 
for the charity or act as a centre for 
collecting blocks and put quilts together 
on our behalf. I know that several great 
causes, like Linus for example, have a 
network of quilters working away on 
their behalf and spreading the word – 
we would love to have something similar 
for this project.

Blog: 
www.siblingstogetherquiltgroup.
blogspot.co.uk
Instagram:
siblingstogetherquiltgroup
Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/SiblingsTogether

Nicky also posts about the charity on 
a regular basis on Instagram
nickyeglinton and with the hashtag 
#100quiltsforsiblingstogether2017 
(the year will keep changing)

Please send all quilts to Nicky, 
email nickyeglinton@aol.com for 
her address or contact her via her 
Instagram account 

For more information on the charity 
and the fabulous work the team does, 
visit www.siblingstogether.co.uk

get involved!

Of course sponsorship from the 
quilting community – companies 
and individuals – would also be 
extremely helpful for help with 
supplies and quilting.

This year we received labels from 
Prinfab, a digital printing company. 
This is so important as it creates a 
connection to the children and they 
know that other people care about 
them. I received a roll of wadding from 
Sarah Elwood, who knew she would 
not be able to help make quilts so she 
helped with supplies. Pippa Parsons, 
Cath Brough (Cumbrian Longarm 
Quilting), Carol Harrison, Trudi Wood, 
Nathalie Giauque and Terri Tester (all 
ladies with long-arm and mid-arm 
quilting machines) have volunteered to 
help with quilting tops, and Mary Go�  n 
will be quilting on her sewing machine.

It would be fabulous to receive 
wadding, backing fabric, thread and 
quilting services every year to help 
our e� orts as so far we have relied 
heavily on the generosity of individual 
quilters. More quilters with time 
to spare might be able to join in if 
supplies were available.
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Our favourite fabric fi nds this month
Fabric News

 ABLOOM FUSION 
by AGF Studios for Art Gallery Fabrics

The Fusions collections contains bite-size designs 
from across the AGF range, recoloured to create 

new and fully co-ordinating collections. Abloom is 
a glorious selection of fl orals, all with bright jewel 

tones. We used the co-ordinating pure elements in 
our charity quilt on page 23.

www.hantex.co.uk/mystockist

See page 23 for 
Katy’s quilt
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BLUE SKY 
by Laundry Basket Quilts  for Andover Fabrics

Edyta Sitar of Laundry Basket Quilts is well known for her 
fabric collections and her incredible quilt designs. She has 
a passion for blue and white quilts, so it’s no surprise her 
new collection with Andover Fabrics is exactly that! We 

fell in love with the Stargazer quilt on page 79, it’s a classic 
design, and perfect for a timeless quilt that looks almost 

antique from the day it was made!

www.makoweruk.com

BLUE SKY 

Edyta Sitar 
of Laundry 
Basket Quilts
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PROJECT:  QUILT

crossroads
Check out Emily’s skill builder masterclass and then put your 

new skills into practice with the crossroads quilt!

BY  EMILY LANG

IMPROV
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Make light work 
of your scraps 
with this project, 
free yourself from 
the constraints of 
regular piecing 
and go wild!

IMPROV SKILL BUILDER 
TECHNIQUE FOCUS
Improvisational, often called ‘improv’, is 
a method of piecing where the quilter 
uses intuition and feeling to piece 
fabric (usually scraps) together to 
complete patchwork that doesn’t follow 
a traditional pattern. In improv piecing 
it’s typical to use scraps, and to make 
each colour and fabric decision as you 
go along. Improv piecing can be a great 
scrap buster, and it is perfect for adding 
more interest in areas of patchwork that 
would typically use just one piece of 
fabric (like the centre of a sawtooth star, 
or the front of a zippered pouch). 

Here are some simple guidelines  
to get you started.
I have added my piece sizes where 
relevant to help guide the process, but 
please don’t trim down to these sizes 
– use what you have! Seams are either 
pressed open or to the dark side after 
each step. Use a ¼” seam allowance.

1Gather some co-ordinating fabric scraps. 
Build a palette of fabric that works well 

together, and use only that fabric – scraps 
from a previous quilt are ideal for this.

2Sort the scraps and find one small scrap 
to start with (2x3”).

3Set this scrap aside and find scraps  
with one side approximately the  

same height.

4Sew these scraps together along the 
similar length sides.

5Use a rotary cutter or scissors to 
straighten the long edge of this 

patchwork strip.

6Take the patchwork strip back to the 
scrap pile and look for a piece that is a 

similar length to one of the sides. 

7If there are no scraps of the correct size, 
cut one to size or sew several scraps 

together to create a piece the right size 
(as in Step 1).

8Continue adding pieces and trimming 
until the patchwork has reached the 

desired size. 

It is your decision where 
the pieces go and how they 
communicate with each 
other. Continue to push 
the limits of your comfort 
zone by using smaller or 
larger pieces to start. Once 
you’re comfortable with the 
concept, you can move on to 
the quilt project!
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PIECING THE BLOCKS
Refer to the tutorial on the previous 
pages for pointers on improv piecing. 
Create nine improv block centres that 
measure 12½x17½ ”.

SEW BORDER 1

1 Sew one 3½x17½” rectangle to one 17½” 
edge of the improv centre. Sew the 

second 3½x17½” rectangle to the opposite 
17½” edge.

MATERIALS
 ◆ improv fabric (scraps of 

several colours that combine 
to add up to approximately 
2½ yards total) 

 ◆ 2⅔   yards light grey fabric
 ◆ ⅔   yard grey polka dot fabric
 ◆ ⅔   yard binding fabric
 ◆ 4¾   yards backing fabric
 ◆ 70x85” wadding

This quilt uses 
improv-pieced 
centres for each 
of the nine blocks. 
Use the tutorial on 
the previous pages 
to create nine 
improve-pieced 
blocks using light 
to medium fabric

THINGS TO 
REMEMBER

WOF – width of fabric
RST – right sides together
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CUTTING
Border 1. From the light grey fabric, cut:
18 3½x17½ ”
18 3½x18½” 

Border 2. From the light grey fabric, cut:
18 1½x13½”
18 1½x10½”

From the grey polka dot fabric, cut:
36 1½x6½” 
36 1½x4½”

For the light grey pieces for border 2, cut: 
12 1½” x WOF strips

From 9 of the 1½” x WOF pieces, cut: 
2 1½x13½” rectangles 
1½x10½” rectangle

From the 2 remaining 1½” x WOF 
pieces, cut: 
3 1½x10½” pieces 

For the contrast pieces for border 2, cut:
11 1½” x WOF strips

From 6 1½” x WOF strips, cut:
61½x6�  ” rectangles (36 in total).

From the 5 remaining 1½” x WOF 
strips, cut:
8 1½x4½” rectangles (36 in total)

TIP
Pay attention to 
colour and scale 
of the prints to 
keep a pleasing
 flow between 

the pieces 
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2 Sew one 3½x18½” rectangle to one 
18½” edge. Sew the second 3½x18½” 

rectangle to the opposite 18½” edge

3 With border 1 complete,  
the block should measure  

18½x23½” unfinished.

4 Repeat steps 1 and 2 for the eight  
remaining blocks.

7 Repeat steps 5 and 6 using 18 1½x13½” 
light grey rectangles, 18 1½x6½” grey 

polka dot rectangles and 18 1½x4½” 
rectangles. These will be the first two sides 
of Border 2. 

8 Attach one of these pieced strips along 
one 23½” side of the patchwork block. 

Arrange this side so that the larger 6½” 
grey polka dot portion of the pieced strip 
is at the top right-hand portion of the 
finished block. (See Pic B.)

9 Attach one of the pieced strips 
along the opposite 23½” side of the 

patchwork block. Arrange this side so that 
the larger 6½” grey polka dot portion of 
the pieced strip is at the bottom left-hand 
portion of the finished block. (See Pic B.)

10 Repeat steps 8 and 9 for the eight 
remaining blocks. 

SEW BORDER 2  
– BORDER 2 SIDES

5 For the first side of Border 2, sew one 
1½x6½” grey polka dot rectangle to 

one 1½x13½” light grey rectangle RST 
along one 1½” side. 

6 Sew one 1½x4½” grey polka dot 
rectangle to the opposite side of the 

1½x13½” light grey rectangle. (See Pic A.)

BORDER 2 TOP & BOTTOM

11 Sew a 1½x6½” grey polka dot 
rectangle and a 1½x10½” light grey 

rectangle RST along one 1½” side.

12 Sew a 1½x4½” grey polka dot 
rectangle to the opposite side of 

the 1½x10½” light grey rectangle.  
(See Pic C.)

13 Repeat steps 11 and 12 using 18 
1½x10½” light grey rectangles, 18 

1½x6½” grey polka dot rectangles and 18 
1½x4½” grey polka dot rectangles. These 
will be the final two sides of Border 2. 

14 Attach one of these pieced strips 
along the top 20½” side of the 

patchwork block. Arrange this side 
so that the larger 6½” grey polka dot 
portion of the pieced strip is at the top 
left-hand portion of the finished block. 
(See Pic D.)

These blocks should measure 
12½x17½” when trimmed

A

B C
D
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PROJECT:  QUILT

Emily Lang is a mum who loves to sew 
and read. She’s been sewing for about 
15 years and fell in love with quilting 
after her daughter was born. She loves to 
design quilts and enjoys the challenge of 
working with intricate piecing. Read more 
at www.mommysnaptime.blogspot.com 
and on Instagram mommysnaptime 

Designer: 

EMILY
LANG

Emily Lang is a mum who loves to sew 

15 Attach one of the pieced strips 
along the opposite 20½” side of the 

patchwork block. Arrange this side so 
that the larger 6½” grey polka dot portion of 
the pieced strip is at the bottom 
right-hand portion of the fi nished block. 
(See Pic D.)

16 Repeat steps 14-15 for the eight 
remaining blocks. These blocks should 

measure 20½x25½” unfi nished. 

PIECING THE QUILT TOP

17 Arrange the nine fi nished blocks into a 
3x3 grid (See Layout Diagram.) and sew 

them together. Baste, quilt, bind and enjoy. 

quilt layout DIAGRAM

Be conscious 
of the colour palette 

you chose at the 
beginning and don’t 
be afraid to add or 
remove fabric from 

the stack
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New class list out now! Book online at 
www.theskepknittingandquiltingshop.co.uk

Makower, Michael Miller, Benartex, Kona Solids,  
Lewis and Irene, Riley Blake and more.   

Quilting accessories, threads, waddings and tools.  
Classes and workshops - please see 

our website for details.
Loads of yarns for knitting and crochet too.

The Skep Knitting & Quilting Shop, Gate 1, Springfield Commercial Centre, 
Bagley Lane, Farsley, Leeds, LS28 5LY, 0113 2362570

Opening hours: Wednesday - Saturday 10am - 4pm

A handpicked collection of fabrics... 
delivered to your door

10% off your first order with code QN36

www.misformake.co.uk
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TECHNIQUE FOCUS: ENGLISH PAPER PIECING

This issue Susan Standen takes us through 
the basics of English paper piecing 

BY SUSAN STANDEN

TECHNIQUE
FOCUS

English paper piecing (EPP) is a 
method of piecing quilts by hand 
using paper templates and this 

method has many benefits. As a hand 
sewing project it requires little in the way 
of tools, which makes it portable. Another 
benefit is the ability to join up odd shaped 
pieces and to easily sew Y seams.

The most common shape used in EPP is 
the hexagon but once you are familiar 
with the technique the design variations 
are limited only by your imagination. 
Paper templates can be bought from quilt 
shops but can also be found online in the 
form of free printable paper patterns, 
particularly hexagons.

When starting EPP it is important to 
understand that accuracy is necessary in 
the paper templates not in the cutting of 
the fabric. Once a pattern and fabric have 
been chosen, place the template on the 
wrong side of the fabric and cut around 
it, allowing a minimum of a ¼” seam 
on all sides. If the template piece is not 
symmetrical, be aware which side of the 
pattern template you are using and use the 
same side for all the pieces in the pattern 
or they will not fit together correctly. If all 
the template pieces are placed right side 
up as they appear on the page or pattern 

picture, the resulting project will be a 
mirror image of the pattern

Once the fabric is cut it needs to be basted 
to the template, and there are three 
methods to choose from for this.

The first is to use thread that contrasts 
with the fabric, knotting the end. With 
the template on the wrong side of the 
fabric, finger-press one seam allowance 
over the edge of the template. Bring your 
needle up through the right side of the 
fabric, piercing the template and coming 
through the seam allowance to the right-
hand side of the fold. Finger-press over 
the next seam allowance to the left and 
sew the needle through to the front again, 
going down through the fold where the 
two seam allowances meet and then, 
with a backstitch, come back through 
this fold again to secure it. (If a template 
is particularly big a running stitch can be 
placed halfway down to help hold the 
seam allowance.) Repeat until all the seam 
allowances are pressed over and secured 
to the paper template with stitches. Do 
not knot off the thread, just secure it with 
a backstitch. The benefit of this type of 
basting is it holds the papers in place 
during the stitching process, and it is the 
best method to use for larger templates. 

The downside is that all basting threads 
must be removed once the project is 
pieced – this is why we use contrasting 
thread. (See pics A to C.)

The second method also uses a needle 
and thread with a knot at the end, 
but it does not necessarily need to be 
contrasting. Fold over the seam allowance 
on one edge of the template and repeat 
with the next edge. Place a stitch through 
the fold where the two seam allowances 
overlap without piercing the paper or 
coming to the front of the template, and 
back-stitch to hold the fold. Fold over 
the next side and repeat the process of 
stitching the fold. Continue until all sides 
are secured. The benefit of this method is 
that the basting threads do not need to be 
removed. The downside is it is not suitable 
for larger template pieces, and template 
papers can fall out with the manhandling. 
(See pics D to E.)

The third method of basting templates 
is to use fabric glue. Place the template 
on the wrong side of the fabric, swipe 
the glue pen along the lower edge of the 
template and fold the seam allowance 
over. Press down into the glue to secure 
into place. Repeat this process, working 
your way around the template. The benefit 
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TECHNIQUE FOCUS: ENGLISH PAPER PIECING
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of using glue is first and foremost speed; it 
is by far the quickest and easiest method. 
The downside is that there is a slightly 
higher cost incurred, and the template 
papers are a little more fiddly to remove. 
Additionally, any size of templates can be 
used with this method. (See pics F to G.)

Once a project is basted the hand 
piecing commences. Using a lightweight 
thread (50w or 60w is preferable), 
thread a needle and knot the end. Use 
complementary thread, not a contrasting 
one like we have. The contrasting thread 
is to show the stitches better for our 
pictures! Select the two EPP pieces the 
project begins with and place them right 
sides together, aligning the two edges 
that will be sewn. Bring the needle up 
under the seam allowance and out at the 
point on the right-hand side of the seam 
(or the left corner if you prefer to sew left 
to right). Catching just the threads of the 
fabric that are on the two folds, place the 
first stitch right at the corner. Continue 
with a whip stitch along the length of the 
seam and knot off at the far end. EPP 
stitches are fairly close together to give 
the project the strength to hold the pieces. 

Continuing adding pieces to the project 
in the order required. If working on a 
particularly large project it is beneficial to 
piece blocks that are later joined together 
to form the quilt top, rather than continually 
adding to the same piece of work. 

When adding pieces that require a Y seam, 
simply add an extra stitch for strength at 
the corner where the Y seam falls and then 
simply place the next two seams together, 
gently folding the previous template as 
required. (See pics H to J.)

The very nature of English paper  
piecing means you have to slow  
your pace of work and in doing so  
enjoy the process of piecing a quilt  
by hand. Having a portable project that 
can be taken on travels, done in the 
evenings watching television, taken to a 
friend’s house or to work on while waiting 
for children while they are in clubs is one 
of the great joys of this technique. Even 
while you are working on a machine-
pieced project, it is nice to have a hand-
stitched project to switch to when the 
need to slow down and enjoy the process 
takes precedence.
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TECHNIQUE FOCUS PROJECT:  MINI QUILT

THINGS TO 
REMEMBER

EPP – English paper piecing

TIP
This project would 
also suit different 

coloured scraps being 
used for each circle of 

EPP, ie red inner, orange, 
next ring, yellow third 
ring and purple or blue 

for the outer ring

MATERIALS
 ◆ assortment of scraps in a range 

of shades from light to dark of 
one colour 

 ◆ assortment of green scraps 
 ◆ ¾   yard background fabric 

(or scrap measuring at least 
26” square)

 ◆ ¼   yard binding fabric 
 ◆ ¾   yard backing fabric (or scrap 

measuring at least 26” square)
 ◆ wadding scrap at least 

26” square

APPROXIMATE FINISHED 
SIZE: 25” SQUARE

mini quilt
Get to grips with the English paper piecing technique 

with this gorgeous mini quilt

BY SUSAN STANDEN

WHIRLWIND

CUTTING 
Make 12 copies of the provided template. 
Cut out all the shapes
Choose the darkest fabric in the chosen 
palette for the templates numbered 1 
Cut out the appropriately size pieces
Choose the medium fabric for the 
templates numbered 2 and 3. Cut out 
the appropriately size pieces
Choose the lightest fabric for templates 
4, 5, 6 and 7. Cut out the appropriately 
size pieces 
Choose the green fabric for templates 
8, 9, 10 and 11. Cut out the appropriately 
size pieces

Cut the background fabric to:
26” square 

Cut the backing to:
26” square

Cut the binding fabric to:
3 2½” wide x WOF strips
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ASSEMBLY

1 Baste the chosen fabric to each of 
the appropriate template pieces. 

Ensure that the number on the 
template faces up. Baste using your 
preferred method, di� erent methods 
are explained in the tutorial on the 
previous pages.

2 Sort all the templates into 12 groups 
for each wedge, making sure that 

there is one template from 1 to 11 in 
each wedge. Lay out the fi rst wedge 
(See Pic A.) Piece in the following 
order. Stitch 4 and 8 together, 5 and 9 
together, 6 and 10 together, and 7 and 
11 together. (See Pic B.) Then stitch 4/8 
to 5/9, and 6/10 to 7/11. Stitch template 
2 to the bottom of 4/5, and number 3 
to the bottom of 6/7. Stitch these two 
wedges together ensuring the numbers 
stay in order (the top should show 8, 9, 
10 and 11 in order, the middle 4, 5, 6 and 
7 in order and the bottom 2 and 3 in 
order. (See Pic C.) Stitch template 1 to 
the bottom of the wedge. (See Pic D.)

3 Repeat this process for the 11 remaining 
wedges. (See Pic E.)

4 Stitch six wedges together to form a 
semicircle and repeat this process with 

the remaining six wedges. Stitch the two 
halves together. (See Pic F.)

5 Press and starch the EPP project before 
removing the papers. This will aid in 

maintaining its shape for the next stage. 
(See Pic G.) 

6 Once all the papers are removed pin 
the project centrally to the background 

fabric. In the process of pinning, fold under 
any fabric points that stick out from the 
back so that they are not visible around 
the edge of the EPP work. (See Pic H.)

7 Top-stitch the EPP to the background 
fabric. (See Pic I.)

8 Make a quilt sandwich with the backing 
fabric and the wadding.

TECHNIQUE FOCUS PROJECT:  MINI QUILT

FINISHING

9 Baste and quilt as desired. 

10 Trim square. Using the stitched lines 
in the EPP to keep the ruler squared 

and allowing for 2” background from the 
outer point of each side of the EPP.

11 Join the three WOF binding strips 
together, end to end, and bind the 

quilt using your preferred method.

Susan is a Canadian wife, mother, individual, 
chief cook and bottle washer and lover 
of food and crafting living in the British 
countryside. Her motto – life is good!
www.canadianabroad-susan.blogspot.co.uk

Designer: 

SUSAN 
STANDEN

Susan is a Canadian wife, mother, individual, 
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Buckinghamshire

ESSEX

BASINGSTOKE

CHESHIRE

SEW SIMPLE
Lady Heyes Craft Centre,

Kingsley Road, Frodsham,
Cheshire, WA6 6SU

Email: ellavaughan02@aol.com
• We are Quilting and Patchwork specialists 

offering a large range of 100% cotton
fabrics and quilting accessories.

• Lessons are available too.

DERBYSHIRE
quiltessential

Andover, Art Gallery, Clothworks, Dashwood, 
Kona Bay, Kona Cotton Solids, Lewis & Irene, 

Makower, Marcus, Michael Miller, Moda, 
Northcott, P&B, RJR, Riley Blake, Robert 

Kaufman, Sevenberry, Timeless Treasures, 
Warm Company, Bosal, Westminster, 

Windham and Vilene batting

Open 10:00 - 4:30
Closed Wednesday and Sunday

Cromford Mills
Mill Road, Cromford
Derbyshire, DE4 3RQ
www.quiltessential.co.uk

derbyshire

The Sewing Barn stock a range of beautiful high 
quality fabrics, Lewis & Irene, Michael Miller, 

Riley Blake etc. Sewing accessories and books.
A variety of sewing workshops are listed on our 

website.
A warm, helpful, friendly welcome guaranteed.

Plenty of free parking!

Home Farm Studios
Nr, Ashbourne, Derbyshire, DE6 3AY

01335 360211
carol@the-sewingbarn.co.uk
www.the-sewingbarn.co.uk

Doncaster

Practical Publishing supports local craft businesses

Amazing Aurifil Thread Offer

Cheshire

Need haberdashery in Northwich? 
Look no further than Sew Easy! We’ve 
a huge selection of fabric, needlecraft, 

sewing machines, patterns, and 
haberdashery products.

The Sew Easy 
Sewing Shop

80 Witton Street, Northwich, 
Cheshire, CW9 5AE

07952709910

www.seweasysewingshop.co.uk

CHESHIRE

All Fabrics
Top quality designer quilting 

and dress fabrics.
Available in friendly store and on line.

61, Grosvenor Street,
Stalybridge, Cheshire

SK15 2JN
0161 487 8236

www.all-fabrics.co.uk

dorset

Friendly family run business situated in Poundbury

Open 9.30am - 4.30pm
6 days a week

100% Cotton Craft Fabrics, Wide Selection of Plains, 
Books, Embroidery Threads, Workshops & Classes

8 Lower Blakemere Road
Poundbury, Dorchester

DT1 3RZ
01305 261 022

www.paulinespatchwork.co.uk

ESSEX

We have a large selection of fabrics (over 1400) all 
100% cotton, ideal for patchwork and quilting, plus 

all your quilting equipment needs including wadding 
and threads. We also stock a large selection of 

buttons - all shapes, colours and sizes.

Unit 24-29 Barleylands Farm
Barleylands Road
Essex, CM11 2UD
01268 530 071

Facebook: TylersPatchUK

*Spend £15 in participating stores to receive your FREE 
six-pack selection of Aurifi l thread, worth £22!

HAMPSHIRE

®

fabulous fabrics, haberdashery, 
workshops & more

www.sewcreative.org.uk

20-22 Lavant Street, PETERSFIELD, 
Hampshire, GU32 3EW
T: 01730 858020 

E: info@sewcreative.org.uk
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somerset

SUFFOLK

Beautiful fabrics and workshops 
where you will find a warm and 

friendly welcome.

Unit 66, Basepoint, The Havens, 
Ipswich IP3 9BF

kisquiltingltd@yahoo.co.uk
01473 722888

Claim your FREE Aurifi l thread pack at one of these participating stores*
Name.................................................................................................................................................................
Address.............................................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................................................
Email...................................................................................................................................................................

*Minimum in-store spend of £15 applies. To take advantage of this o� er please hand this voucher over the counter 
with your contact details. Your free Aurilfi l six small-spool thread pack will be sent directly to you from Practical 
Publishing Int Ltd. Please ensure all your details are completed in black ink. By taking advantage of this o� er you 
are agreeing to join the Practical Publishing Int Ltd e-newsletter list. You may opt out of this at any time. Your details 
will not be shared with any third party companies. Please allow 2-4 weeks for your free thread to arrive. Available 
while stocks last. UK o� er only. Only stores listed on these pages (40-42) of Quilt Now issue 37 are participating in 
the thread o� er.

fromFREE 
GIFT

ST AUSTELL

1 Biddicks Court, 
St Austell, PL25 5EW

Tel: 01726 75385
Email: sewandfabric@yahoo.co.uk

Find us on Facebook

OLDHAM

Q House, Russell St, Chadderton, 
Oldham OL9 9LF
0161 633 5900

www.patchworkparade@gmail.com

patchwork 
parade

QUALITY FABRICS AND
QUILTING ACCESSORIES. 

NORWICH

Are you looking for high quality quilting 
fabric and knitting wool in Wymondham?
If you are then call into Needlecraft today 

and we will gladly be of service to you. We 
provide a wide range of haberdashery for 

the Wymondham area and our large range of 
products means that whatever it is you want, 

we are sure we can provide you with it.

NEEDLECRAFT

www.needlecraftwymondham.co.uk

4 Town Green, Wymondham
Norwich, NR18 0PW

01953605699
needlecraftshop@ticali.co.uk

A warm welcome and a friendly smile are 
guaranteed when you shop with us!
We stock fabulous fabrics, yarns, and 
haberdashery, and offer a variety of 

workshops for all abilities.

24 St Mary’s Street, Newport, 
Shropshire, TF10 7AB

01952 814 962
zigzags@hotmail.co.uk

www.zigzagsonline.co.uk

shropshire

london

LISKEARD

We stock fabric from Moda, Stoff, Lewis & Irene, Makower, Kaffe 
Fassett, and Free Spirit with threads from Gutermann, Mettler, 

Madeira and Marathon. We have Jacquard dyes and paints, 
Pebeo and lampshade kits. Felting supplies, haberdashery, 

children’s crafts, Woodware and Hunkydory papercrafts. Art 
materials from Winsor & Newton, Liquitex and Faber Castell.

.PAINTERS.

7 Fore Street, Liskeard, PL14 3JA
01579 347 237

www.craft-box.com
painters@craft-box.com

LONDON

Extensive range of Fabrics,
Wool, Haberdashery, Craft Kits

& Workshops.
Including: Liberty, Ka� e Fassett,
Micheal Miller, Riley Blake, Fabric 

Freedom, Rowan, King Cole, Stylecraft 

15 Lordship Lane, East Dulwich,
London, SE22 8EW

02035810909
maria@sammur.com
www.reallymaria.com

norfolk

LINCOLNSHIRE

and crafts
Pippins patchwork

Makower, Lynette Anderson and Tilda 
Fabric Stockists wide range of Patchwork 

Related Notions 

Market Deeping Antique & Craft Centre
50-56 High Street , Market Deeping

Lincolnshire, PE6 8EB
07951040717

pippinspatchwork@hotmail.com
www.pippinspatchwork.uk 

www.facebook.com/PippinsPatchwork

LINCOLNSHIRE

• 100% cotton, quality patchwork & quilting 
fabric 

• Notions, Accessories & Waddings 
•Threads & Haberdashery 

•Classes for all levels 
•Cross-stitch, Tapestry & Embroidery 
• Friendly & helpful service & advice

Get in touch to arrange your visit
Bransby House, Eaudyke
Friskney, Boston, 
Lincs, PE22 8NL 
Tel: 01754 820139
info@camelotcrafts.co.uk 
You can also fi nd us on Facebook

LINCOLNSHIRE

SHEFFIELD

She�  eld’s newest independent sewing 
store. We stock a wide range of fabrics, 
including Michael Miller, Riley Blake and 

Tula Pink. We also o� er classes in a 
variety of crafts.

1a Arundel Road
She�  eld
S35 2RB
0114 2455996
handmadehappyhare
@yahoo.co.uk

www.handmadehappyhare.com
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WORTHING

1 The Broadway,
Brighton Road
Worthing,
BN11 3EG
T: 01903 200771
E: katybobbin@gmail.com

•  Servicing and repairs on all makes and 
models of sewing machines from £40

• Local agent for Brother and Juki machines
• Fabrics library and sewing accessories
• Friendly, knowledgeable service

scotland

Hazel’s Fabric Craft
10a Main Street

West Calder
EH55 8DA

01506 872662
www.hazelsfabriccraft.co.uk

hazelsfabriccraft@btinternet.com
Facebook Hazels Fabric Craft 

Patchwork and Quilting fabrics, 
notions and workshops.

Open Friday and Saturday 
or by appointment

ULVERSTON

A family run business based in 
Ulverston, the Lake District, 
housing over 500 fabrics. 

Running sewing classes from 
beginners to patchwork 

& quilting and lampshade 
making. Also making unique 

childrens clothing.

www.thelittlekraftshed.co.uk

2 Market Street, 
Ulverston, LA12 7AY

07742 247 179 or 07815 691 258
thelittlekraftshed@gmail.com

south croydon

Over 2000 fabrics
Knitting and Crochet threads
Dress Patterns
Haberdashery
Help and Advice
Classes and Workshops

/Threadbearinfo @threadbearinfo

350 Limpsfi eld Road, CR2 9BX

0208 657 5050

www.thread-bear.co.uk
enquiries@thread-bear.co.uk

swansea

A friendly quilting and knitting shop, we 
have a large stock of quilting fabrics and 

notions.

We run weekly classes and workshops.
We also stock wool.

No.1 St Teilo Street
Pontarddulais

Swansea, SA4 8TH
01792 886 986

melanie.1971@live.co.uk

A Good Yarn

SURREY

Shop open 7 days a week
1000s of bolts, books, notions,

buttons & beads and bag making 
accessories 

Classes & Workshops
Secure Online Shopping

www.creativequilting.co.uk
isabelle@creativequilting.co.uk

020 8941 7075

32 Bridge Road, 
Hampton Court Village,
East Molesey, 
Surrey KT8 9HA

SCOTLAND

Stockist of quirky quilting 

cottons & sewing machines.

Contemporary dress fabrics 

and patterns.

Unusual buttons, ribbons, and trims.

Inspiration for your next project.

48 West High Street, Inverurie, 

Aberdeenshire, AB51 3QR

Find us on Facebook!

Butterfl y Fabrics

wales

Stockist of Moda, Makower, Lewis 
& Irene and so many more...

Shop open Tues - Sat  10 til 4.30.
Also at fl yinggoosequilting.co.uk 

Tel 01558 824224
1 Crescent Road, Llandeilo

Carmarthenshire
SA19 6HL
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PROJECT:  BAG

bag
A make-up bag, sewing bag, swap bag or a bag perfect for any sewing 

retreat, this is easy to make and holds a lot of goodies! 

BY JANELLE MACKAY  

RETREAT

SIZE OPTIONS2

WE USED
The wire frames are available  
from www.emmalinebags.com
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PROJECT:  BAG

MATERIALS
◆◆ fat quarter for Small (0.5m 

for Large) quilting cotton, or 
similar weight fabric,  
for exterior

◆◆ 0.5m for Small (0.75m for 
Large) quilting cotton, or 
similar weight fabric, for lining 

◆◆ 1m for Small (1.75m for Large) 
20”-wide light/medium fusible 
woven interfacing 

◆◆ 25x8” for Small (0.5m for Large) 
dense needled fusible fleece

◆◆ 2 internal wire frames (Style A 
for Small & Style B For Large) 

◆◆ 1 16” for Small (22” for Large) 
closed-end nylon zip 

◆◆ rotary cutting tool, cutting mat 
& large ruler

◆◆ zip foot & walking foot 

THINGS TO 
REMEMBER

Seam allowances are ¼” 
unless otherwise stated

FINISHED SIZE:  
SMALL: LENGTH 8½”  
HEIGHT 5” WIDTH 4”	
LARGE: LENGTH 11”,  
HEIGHT 6½”, WIDTH 7¼”

The key to making 
this bag work is 
interfacing and 
fusible fleece. 
You need to have 
nice sturdy sides 
to make it work, 
and interfacing 
on both the lining 
and exterior is 
very important

CUTTING
From the exterior fabric, cut:
2 13½” wide x 9” high rectangles for 
body pieces (18½x12” for Large)
2 2x3” rectangles for zip ends

From the lining fabric, cut:
2 13½” wide x 9” high rectangles for 
body pieces (18½x12” for Large)
2 8” squares for pockets

From the interfacing, cut:
4 13x8½” rectangles for exterior and 
lining body pieces (18x11½” for Large)
2 7½” squares for pockets

From the fusible fleece, cut:
2 12½x8” rectangles for exterior body 
pieces (17½x11” for Large)

ASSEMBLY

1 Fuse one layer of fusible interfacing 
to the wrong side of each exterior and 

lining body pieces, centred. Add one layer 
of fusible fleece over the interfacing. Be 
sure to use a pressing cloth. (See Pic A.)

2 Fuse interfacing onto the wrong side of 
the pocket pieces.

3 On the wrong side of each of the four 
body pieces, on the top edge only, 

make a mark 1” from both the left and 
right side edges. Mark and cut out a 2”  
(3" for Large) square on each of the 
bottom corners. Optional: Pull back and 
trim off the fusible fleece from the seam 
allowance around the 2” cutouts to reduce 
bulk in the seams. (See Pic B.)

4 Fold one 8”-square pocket piece right 
side together and pin around the raw 

edges. Using a ¼” seam allowance, sew 
the three sides with raw edges together, 
leaving a 3” gap for turning. Don’t forget 
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PROJECT:  BAG
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to back-stitch at the start and end. Before 
turning right side out, press the seam 
allowance on the 3” opening open. Clip 
four corners, turn and press. (See Pic C.)

5 Sew one or two rows of topstitching 
across the long folded edge (top) about 

¼”-3/8” from the edge. Repeat steps 1 to 4 
for the second pocket. (See Pic C.)

6 Take one of the lining body pieces and 
fold it in half along the longer (13½”) 

side to find the centre. Finger-press to 
make a crease. Centre one pocket on the 
folded crease, with the bottom edge 3” 
(4" for Large) up from the bottom. Pin in 
place. Make sure it is straight! Edge-stitch 
1/8” from the pocket edges, sewing down 
one side, across the bottom and up the 
other side. Leave the top open.  
(See Pic D.)

7 Repeat steps 1 to 3 to attach the other 
pocket to the other lining body piece.

8 Use a zip that is exactly 16” (21½ " for 
Large) long. So, if you have a 16” (22") 

zip, cut off the metal stops and the top 
and bottom zip tails so that it is 16” (21½"). 
If you are using a longer zip, or zip by the 
yard, cut a length of 16” (21½") with no 
metal stops. Make sure the tails on the 
open end are even and, about ½” from the 
end, sew across the tapes to keep them 
together. (See Pic E.)

9  Fold over and press ½” on first the 
short (2”) ends, and then the longer 

(3”) sides of each zip end piece.  
(See Pic F.)

10 Insert one end of the zip halfway 
into the fabric zip end, folding the 

3” sides over the zip tape. Fold the fabric 
in half over the end of the zip and pin 
in place. Sew a box around the outside 
edges of the zip end, staying 1/8” from the 
edge. As you go, you may need to use a 
pin, seam ripper or an awl to poke any  
raw edges that pop out back inside.  
(See Pic G.)

11 Repeat this procedure to secure the 
other fabric zip end to the other end 

of the zip. 

Bar-tack the stop/starts  
for strength (See Pic E.)

Here’s a tip!

Use patchwork, quilting or 
décor cotton. If you don’t 
have access to fusible 
fleece, try Soft and Stable, 
headliner foam or sew-in 
heavy woven interfacing

F

1/2”1/2”
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12 Place one lining body piece on your 
work surface right side up. Centre 

the zip over this, right side up, aligning the 
top edges. Place one exterior body piece 
over these, wrong side up, aligning the top 
edges. Pin or use double-side tape across 
the top three edges of lining, zip and 
exterior. (See Pic H.)

13 Using a zip foot and a ¼” seam 
allowance, start sewing near the 

middle of the top edge, stopping at the 
1” mark you made previously. Back-stitch 
about three stitches or so, and stop with 
the needle DOWN. Do not remove this 
unit from under the needle yet! Raise the 
presser foot. (See Pic I.)

14 Pull the end of the zip to the left and 
out of the seam allowance. (You will 

be doing this three more times on each 
end and side of the zip and you will need 
to try and make sure that the zip ends are 
pulled away from the seam at the same 

angle so that the finished product looks 
even. To do this, I pull the zip down and 
out of the way so that the right edge of 
the zip tape is about ¾” from the edge of 
the fabric.) Pull it over at an angle so that 
when you continue stitching you will not 
sew over it. Lower the presser foot, hold 
the unsewn ends of the top edge of the 
body pieces together with your right hand, 
and the zip out of the way with your left, 
and finish sewing to the end. Back-stitch. 
(See Pic J.)

15 Pull the exterior and lining pieces 
back, away from the zip, so that the 

wrong sides are together. First finger-press 
the seam along the zip, and then press 
with a hot iron. (See Pic K.)

16 You will use exactly the same method 
to add the other body pieces to the 

other edge of the zip. I will go through 
it so that you can get the right pieces 
pinned together on the right sides! Place 

the second lining body piece on your work 
surface right side up. Centre the unit you 
just stitched over this with the zip right 
side up. The zip pull will now be on the 
right. Place the second exterior body piece 
over these wrong side up, aligning top 
edges of the second lining piece, zip edge, 
and second exterior. Pin (or tape) together 
and sew together in the same manner as 
with the previous unit. (See Pic L.)

17 Pull back the two pieces you just 
attached so that they are wrong sides 

together. Finger-press, then press with a 
hot iron. (See Pic M.) (Do not top-stitch 
along the sides of the zip, this will be  
done later.)

18 OPEN THE ZIP! Pull the two lining 
pieces together so that they are right 

sides together and pull the two exterior 
pieces together so that they are right 
sides together. Pull the zip ends towards 
the middle of the bag so that they will 

Generally when you look at a bag front, the zip 
will open from left to right. If you are planning 
to have a specific body piece as a back or front 
for this project, please note this particular body 
piece will be oriented on the ‘back’ of the bag, 
with the zip pull on the right side when closed

I

K

J

L

3/4”
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not get caught in the outside seam 
when it is sewn. Pin around all edges, 
matching the centre seams. (Do not 
pin the cut out corners together, these 
will not be sewn together in this step.) 
Sew along the sides, making sure not to 
sew over the zip ends. You may need to 
reach in and poke them out of the way. 
Sew across the bottom of the exterior 
body pieces and then across the lining 
pieces, leaving a 4” opening in the lining 
bottom for turning. (See Pic N.)

19 Press all the seams open. This can 
be done by opening the seam 

allowance and fi rst pressing one side the 
seam allowance back, then fl ipping the 
unit over to the other side, so you can 
press the other side of the seam 
allowance back. 

20 Pull open the square corner holes 
and match the side and bottom 

seams together and pin in the centre 

of the seam so they stay aligned. Flatten 
out the bag corner, pulling out the edges 
to create the base. Stitch along the open 
edge with a ¼” seam allowance, and again 
⅛  ” on the right of this to make a reinforced 
seam. Repeat to create the other three 
corners. (See Pic O.)

21 Top-stitch around the opening of the 
bag along the zip, using a ⅛  ” seam 

allowance. I was able to use a walking foot 
for this, but if you need to stitch very close 
to the zip it may be necessary to use a zip 
foot. Sew all the way around the opening, 
pulling the zip tails away as you come to 
them. Make sure you go slowly and check 
to make sure the lining is pulled away 
from the zip inside to prevent puckers. 
To make the casing for the internal wire 
frame you will need to make another row 
of stitching ½  ” away from the topstitching 
in step 1. This can be done by measuring 
and marking, adjusting your needle to the 
far left and using the edge of your presser 

Janelle runs a growing bag-making 
supplies and pattern design company 
in Canada www.emmalinebags.com

Designer: 

Janelle
MCkay

foot as a guide (for machines that are able 
to move needle position) or just eyeing 
it - as I do. Use your seam ripper to open 
up a few stitches on the lining side seam 
in between the two topstitching lines (the 
casing). (See Diagram P.)

22 Using this opening, slide one wire 
frame into each side. Centre wire 

frames. Hand-stitch the opening closed.

DIAGRAM P

TIP
To get that a 

‘boxy’ look, after
 closing, pinch the fabric 
up under the ends of the 

frame so that it sits 
under the bend of 

the frame
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WE USED
Debbie used fabric from The 
Blithe collection by Katarina 
Rochella for Art Gallery Fabrics 
and Pure Elements collection 
by Art Gallery Fabrics. 
For stockists details, visit 
www.hantex.co.uk/agf
For information on 
Vlieseline products, visit, 
www.vlieseline.com
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geometry
Dress up your summer dining table with 

this fabulous large table runner

BY DEBBIE VON GRABLER-CROZIER

GLORIOUS
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MATERIALS
◆◆ 10 fat quarters of  

different fabric
◆◆ 5 fat quarters of  

co-ordinating solid fabric 
◆◆ 1m backing fabric 
◆◆ fat quarter binding fabric
◆◆ 1m #279 Vlieseline 80/20 

cotton-mix wadding  

The length of this 
runner makes 
it perfect to sit 
across the bottom 
of a bed too!

THINGS TO 
REMEMBER

Seam allowances are all 1/4” 
unless otherwise stated

ASSEMBLY

1 Cut your fabrics into 174 3¼” squares. 
The idea is to make a cross pattern 

with interlocking crosses appearing at 
random. Some crosses are whole, some 
are part and some emerge from the 
sides. There are also random squares 
included here and there.

2 Row 1: Begin by sewing six squares 
together to form a strip. (See Pic A.)

3 Row 2: Taking inspiration from Row 
1, select one fabric to become a cross 

and add another six squares. (See Pic B.)

4 More than one cross may emerge on 
each row; keep planning the next one 

as you sew and add another row.

You will have to cut and 
join the backing and the 
wadding to make the length. 
For the wadding, do this 
with a zigzag stitch and do 
not overlap the pieces for a 
perfectly flat result. Do the 
same with the backing. I have 
used a couple of fat quarters 
and a strip to make an 
interesting backing but you 
can also use a whole piece

5 Row 3: Add another row of six and 
finish off the cross from the previous 

row. (See Pic C.)
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D
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6 Row 4 onwards: Continue producing 
crosses with other random squares until 

you have a runner approximately 2m long 
x 16½” wide. (See Pic D.)

7 Lay the backing fabric face down onto a 
fl at surface and put the wadding on top. 

Lay the pressed patched panel face up on 
top of that and pin.

8 Quilt with a favourite design. I have 
used straight but random lines this 

time, crossing here and there. (See Pic E.)

9 Trim and round the corners of the 
runner with a large tea cup or similar 

and bind with your binding made from the 
extra fat quarter. Making bias binding is 
easy. Cut 1½”-wide strips on the bias and 
then join them together to form a long 
strip. Fold in half lengthways and press 

and then fold the raw edges in and press 
them too. When putting bias binding on 
by machine, I fi nd it easier to just do the 
fi rst fold. You can use a bias tape maker to 
make this easier.

Debbie has been a craft writer for 17 
years, she loves writing and designing 
for craft magazines in the UK, USA, 
Australia and South Africa 
www.sallyandcraftyvamp.blogspot.co.uk

Designer: 

DEBBIE 
VON 
GRABLER-
CROZIER

FINISHED SIZE: 15½x75” 
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212-216 Freeman Street, Grimsby DN32 9DR
Tel: 01472 343921 • www.craft-fabrics.com 

For all your essential crafting requirements

Online shop selling 
fabric for patchwork, 
quilting & sewing

www.glenroydesigns.co.uk 

Pop up Shop
Reydon Village Hall

Southwold, Suffolk, IP18 6RF
Saturday 26th to Monday 28th August

MAGGIES CRAFT 
WORKSHOP

Residential weekend courses set in the glorious scenery of North Yorkshire

Courses throughout the year in patchwork, quilting, soft furnishing, dress making, fabric 
boxes and fabrc landscapes. Delightful accommodation all on the premises. Good food, 
excellent tuition, warm and friendly atmosphere, small groups, tailor-made to fit your 

requirements. 

For full details of courses contact:
Maggie Martin

Tel: 01723 870660
Quarry Close Cottage, Quarry Road, Burniston, Scarborough, North Yorks YO13 0DJ
Website: www.maggiemartin.co.uk • Email: maggie@maggiemartin.co.uk

NOW TAKING
BOOKINGS

FOR 2018

Now available - lovely self contained cottage for 2 on site, bring your partner!
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mat
Keep your sewing area tidy with Katy’s fabulous mat 

and accessories pack!

BY KATY CAMERON

SEWING MACHINE

Use your

templates
FREE
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MATERIALS
◆◆ 1m Juxtaposey Posey Stripe 

Navy for main upper 
◆◆ 1m quilting cotton Juxtaposey 

Posey Star Green for backing
◆◆ 0.5m Juxtaposey Posey Main 

Green for scrap bucket outer  
& binding 

◆◆ 0.5m Juxtaposey Posey 
Diamond Aqua for rotary cutter 
pouch or scissors pouch lining  
& scrap bucket lining

◆◆ fat quarter Juxtaposey Posey 
Medallion Aqua for rotary cutter 
pouch or scissors pouch outer 

◆◆ fat quarter Juxtaposey Posey 
Toss Navy for slip pocket & 
scrap bucket casing 

◆◆ 0.5m fusible woven interfacing 
◆◆ 28x30” cotton quilt wadding 
◆◆ 2” 1”-wide hook & loop fastening 
◆◆ 15½” 12mm-wide Rigeline  

corset boning 
◆◆ size 16 Kam snap & setting tool
◆◆ large button

With pockets for your 
accessories and pouches 
for your scissors and 
rotary cutter, you may 
never need to move 
from your sewing 
machine again!

FINISHED SIZE: 26x28”

CUTTING
From the main upper fabric, cut:
26x28” piece for mat upper

From the backing fabric, cut:
28x30” piece for mat backing

From the scrap bucket and binding  
fabric, cut:
16½x7” piece for scrap bucket outer
scrap bucket base piece from  
the pattern
3 2½” x WOF strips for the binding

From the bucket lining fabric, cut:
16½x7” piece for scrap bucket lining
scrap bucket lining base piece from  
the pattern
1½x8” piece for hanging loop

For the scissors pouch, cut:
2 main scissor pouch pieces for main 
scissors pouch lining
scissor pouch flap piece for scissors  
pouch flap lining

For the rotary cutter pouch, cut:
2 4½x7½” pieces for main rotary cutter 
pouch lining
4½x5½” piece for rotary cutter pouch 
flap lining

From the pouch fabric, cut:
For the scissors pouch:
2 main scissor pouch pieces for main 
scissors pouch outer
scissor pouch flap piece for scissors 
pouch flap outer

For the rotary cutter pouch, cut:
2 4½x7½” pieces for main rotary cutter 
pouch outer
4½x5½” piece for rotary cutter pouch 
flap outer

From the slip pocket fabric, cut:
16½x12” piece for slip pocket
16x2” piece for scrap bucket casing

THINGS TO 
REMEMBER

Seam allowance is ¼” unless 
otherwise stated 
WOF – width of fabric
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top of the backing. Centre the mat upper 
fabric right sides up on top of the backing. 
Baste the mat sandwich together.

3 Quilt the mat sandwich as desired. It 
does not have to be densely quilted; I 

chose simple straight lines to accentuate 
the fabric pattern. Trim to 26x28”. 

up from the centre of the bottom edge of 
the flap and make a mark.

7 Take the female half of the Kam snap 
and insert it through the mark with the 

smooth side on the top side of the flap.  
(See pics C.)

8 Take one of the main outer scissor pouch 
pieces and the loop side of the hook and 

loop fastening.  Place the fastening in the 
centre vertically, ½” down from the top edge 
as shown. Stitch in place. (See Pic D.)

9 Take the flap piece and place right sides 
together with the pouch piece from 

Step 8, centring and matching raw edges.  
Baste in place. (See Pic E.)

10 Take the remaining outer piece and 
place right sides together with the 

piece from Step 9. Stitch together along 
the two long edges, pivoting at the pattern 
mark. Trim the point as shown, then turn 
right sides out. (See pic F.)

A

C

E

B

D

F

From the fusible woven interfacing, cut:
16½x7” piece for the scrap bucket outer
scrap bucket base piece from the  
pattern outer
16x2” piece for the scrap bucket casing

For the scissors pouch, cut:
2 main scissor pouch pieces for main 
scissors pouch outer
scissor pouch flap piece for scissors 
pouch flap outer

For the rotary cutter pouch, cut:
2 4½x7½” pieces for main rotary cutter 
pouch outer
4½x5½” piece for rotary cutter pouch 
flap outer

PREPARING THE PIECES

1 Fuse the interfacing pieces to the back 
of the relevant fabric pieces according 

to the manufacturer’s instructions.

2 Place the backing fabric piece right 
sides down. Centre the wadding on 

MAKING THE  
SCISSORS POUCH

4 Take scissor pouch outer and lining flap 
pieces and place right sides together. 

Stitch the side and bottom edges, leaving 
the top edge open. (See Pic A.)

5 Clip the corners, then turn right sides out. 
Using a chopstick or similar, gently poke 

out the corners and press. Top-stitch around 
the seams 1/8” from the edge. (See pics B.)

6 If you fabric is heavily patterned like mine 
you may find a suitable spot on the fabric 

for the Kam snap to go. If not, measure ¾” 

KAM SNAP KNOW-HOW...
Set as per manufacturer’s 
instructions, or see the video 
at www.the-littlest-thistle.
com/2017/04/cool-tools-
kam-snaps-including-video.
htm for more help 
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11 Take the two pouch lining pieces 
and place right sides together. 

Stitch together as per the outer pouch, 
leaving a turning gap of 2” along  
one side.

12 Place the outer pouch inside the 
lining pouch, aligning side seams 

and the top raw edge. Stitch together 
around the top edge. 

13 Trim the point of the lining, if not 
already trimmed, then turn the 

pouch right sides out. Stitch the turning 
gap closed and press.

14 Take the male part of the Kam 
snap and, leaving ¼” ease for 

the scissors inside the pouch, find 
a suitable place to insert if using 
patterned fabric. If measuring, make a 
mark 2¼” down from the top edge of 
the body of the pouch, in the centre. 
Insert the snap so the smooth side is on 
the inside of the pouch. (See Pic G.) 

MAKING THE ROTARY 
CUTTER POUCH

15 Take the rotary cutter pouch outer 
and lining flap pieces and place right 

sides together. Stitch the side and bottom 
edges, leaving the top edge open.  
(See Pic H.)

16 Clip the corners as shown, then turn 
right sides out. Using a chopstick or 

similar, gently poke out the corners, then 
press. Top-stitch around the seams 1/8” 
from the edge. 

17 If your fabric is heavily patterned like 
mine you may find a suitable spot on 

the fabric for the Kam snap to go, however 
if there is not one, measure ¾” up from the 
centre of the bottom edge of the flap and 
make a mark.

18 Take the female half of the Kam snap 
and insert it through the mark with 

the smooth side on the top side of the flap.  
Set as per manufacturer’s instructions or 
see Step 7 for tutorial details.

19 Take one of the main outer rotary pouch 
pieces and the loop side of the hook 

and loop fastening. Place the fastening in the 
centre vertically, ½” down from the top edge 
as per the photo. Stitch in place. (See Pic I.)

20 Take the flap piece and place right 
sides together with the pouch piece 

from Step 19, centring and matching raw 
edges. Baste in place. (See Pic J.)

21 Take the remaining outer piece and 
place right sides together with the piece 

from Step 20 then stitch around the side and 
bottom edges.

22 Take the two pouch lining pieces 
and place right sides together. Stitch 

together as per the outer pouch, leaving a 
turning gap of around 2” along one side.

23 Place the outer pouch inside the lining 
pouch, aligning side seams and the 

top raw edge. Stitch together around the top 
edge. (See Pic K.)
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24 Turn the pouch right sides out. Stitch 
the turning gap closed and press.

25 Take the male part of the Kam 
snap and, leaving ¼” ease for the 

scissors inside the pouch, find a suitable 
place to insert if using patterned fabric. If 
measuring, make a mark 2¼” down from 
the top edge of the body of the pouch, in 
the centre. Insert snap so the smooth side 
is on the inside of the pouch.

MAKING THE SCRAP BUCKET

26 Take the scrap bucket casing piece 
and fold the ends over by ¼” as 

shown and press. (See Pic L.)

27 Fold the casing in half wrong sides 
together, matching the long raw 

edges. Press. (See Pic M.)

28 Take the boning and insert into the 
casing, tucking the end under the 

folded over ends as per the photo.  
(See Pic N.)

29 Baste the long edge of the casing as 
per the photo. (See Pic O.)

30 Place the casing, right sides 
together, with the outer scrap 

bucket piece, centring along the top long 
raw edge as shown. Stitch in place.  
(See Pic P.)

31 Fold the scrap bucket in half, 
matching the short raw edges as 

shown and stitch together. Note that the 
boning will try and spring apart, so use a 
strong clip at the top of the seam to hold it 
together. (See Pic Q.)

32 Take the scrap bucket outer base 
piece and insert into main bucket 

piece, right sides together, as shown. 
Stitch in place, then clip the curves as 
shown. Turn right sides out and leave the 
casing folded down. (See pics R.)

33 Take the hanging loop piece and fold 
in half, matching the long raw edges, 

and press. Open out, then fold the edges 
in towards the centre fold and press. 
Fold in half again and press. Stitch all the 
way around. 

34 Take the scrap bucket and place 
the two ends of the hanging loop 

between the ends of the casing as 
shown. (See Pic S.)

35 Fold the scrap bucket lining in half, 
matching short raw edges and 

stich together, leaving a turning gap of 
around 3” in the middle of the seam. 

36 Take the scrap bucket lining base 
piece and insert into lining bucket 

piece, right sides together. Stitch in 
place, then clip the curves as per  
Step 32.

37 Insert the outer bucket inside the 
lining, right sides together, ensuring 

the casing is folded away from the seam. 
(See Pic T.)
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Katy has been making bags for over 10 
years and has been designing her own 
patterns for the past three years. You 
can find her adventures in bag making, 
quilting and other stitchy doings on 
her blog www.the-littlest-thistle.com

Designer: 

KATY
CAMERON

38 Stitch around the top of the bucket, 
then turn right sides out. Fold the 

casing up into place and press. Top-stitch 
all the way around the seam just below the 
casing ⅛  ” from the seam.

ASSEMBLY

39 Take the slip pocket piece and fold 
in half right sides together, matching 

the long edges. Stitch down the right-hand 
short edge only. Clip the top corner as 
shown. (See Pic U.)

40 Turn the pocket right sides out and 
press along the top folded edge. 

Top-stitch ⅛  ” from the long folded edge.

41 Take the mat and the loop part of the 
hook and loop fastening. Place the 

fastening so that the top is 8” from the 
right-hand edge of the mat and 7” up from 
the bottom of the mat as shown and stitch 
in place. (See Pic V.)

42 Take the pocket and align the raw 
left and bottom edges with the left 

and bottom edges of the mat  as shown. 
Stitch down the right-hand edge of the 
pocket ⅛  ” from the edge, and baste the 
left-hand edge in place. Divide the pocket 
the way you would fi nd most useful for 
your tools by stitching down from the top 
to the bottom of the pocket – you can 
have as many or as few as you like, this 
one is divided at 6” and 12” from the 
right-hand side of the pocket. (See Pic W.)

43 Place the button 2½” from the right-
hand edge of the mat and 10” up 

from the bottom of the mat. Stitch fi rmly 
in place.

44 Take the binding strips and sew 
together end to end. Fold in half, 

matching the long raw edges, and press. 
Bind the mat as you would a quilt. 
(See Pic X.)

V

W

X

WE USED
The fabric used is from the 
Juxtaposey collection by 
Betz White for Riley Blake 
and is available from 
www.hawthornethreads.com
Rigeline boning is available 
from www.jaycotts.co.uk

TIP
Use your own 

tools and mini rulers 
to judge how big or 
small you want the

 pockets to be!
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We make all of our furniture by hand

•	 Sewing Cabinets with a lift for machines,  
made in solid wood or wood veneer 

•	 Sewing Tables & Cutting Out Tables
•	 Sewing Boxes

All of our pieces are made to your  
own size and specification 

Please see our website for all of our furniture

www.exclusivefurniture.co.uk
07714958622

Phil Collins Fine Furniture
h Bespoke Cabinet Maker f

www.quiltnow.co.uk  83

Kwilters Korner
Wharfside, Couch Lane, Devizes,

Wilts SN10 1EB  
Tel: 01380 725182

www.kwilterskorner.com

Kwilters Korner
Wharfside, Couch Lane, Devizes,

1000+ bolts of top quality
fabrics at affordable prices

Wadding + Notions 
  Free Car Park

fabrics at affordable prices

Kwilters Korner
Wharfside, Couch Lane, Devizes,

www.kwilterskorner.comwww.kwilterskorner.com

Marshland Fabrics
Closing down! To grab a bargain please visit

Tel: 07507 446333     Email: info@marshlandfabrics.co.uk

www.facebook.com/groups/Marshland/

MAGGIES CRAFT 
WORKSHOP

Residential weekend courses set in the glorious scenery of North Yorkshire

Courses throughout the year in patchwork, quilting, so�  furnishing, dress making, fabric 
boxes and fabrc landscapes. Delightful accommodation all on the premises. Good food, 
excellent tuition, warm and friendly atmosphere, small groups, tailor-made to � t your 

requirements. 

For full details of courses contact:
Maggie Martin

Tel: 01723 870660
Quarry Close Cottage, Quarry Road, Burniston, Scarborough, North Yorks YO13 0DJ
Website: www.maggiemartin.co.uk • Email: maggie@maggiemartin.co.uk

NOW TAKING
BOOKINGS

FOR 2018

Now available - lovely self contained cottage for 2 on site, bring your partner!

QN37.P83.indd   83 04/05/2017   14:28

54  www.lovesewingmag.co.uk

Temptations Craft
Boutique

An Aladdin's cave full of fabrics including Cotton 
Poplins, Linens, Wool Tweeds & Polyesters 
100% Cottons for Patchwork and Quilting

Knitting yarn and haberdashery
Courses and workshops

Agents for Brother Sewing Machines
Visit our shop or buy safely online

31 Main Street, Bentham, North Yorkshire, LA2 7HQ
Tel: 015242 61868

www.temptationsbentham.co.uk
For shop opening times please see our website

01572 756468 

www.rutlandsewing.co.uk

Superb range of 
patchwork and dress 

fabrics. Patterns, 
books, haberdashery, 

sewing machines, 
classes, and 

workshops. Ample 
free parking.

Open Tuesday to Saturday 9am – 5pm
Sunday 10am – 4pm. 

Unit 1a, Rutland Garden Centre/Retail Village, 
Ashwell Road, Oakham, Rutland, LE15 7QN

Ely:
7 High Street Passage,

Ely, CB7 4NB 
Tel: 01353 664000 

Email: ely@sewmuchtodo.co.uk

Bury St. Edmunds:
23 Hatter Street,

Bury St Edmunds, IP33 1NE 
Tel: 01284 755459 

Email: bury@sewmuchtodo.co.uk

Fabric - Haberdashery - Workshops - Yarn -
Sewing Machines & Overlockers

LS40.P54.indd   54 28/04/2017   10:22

13 Fore Street, Wellington, Somerset TA21 8AA

Everything you need for your fabric 
projects... 

...including Moda (& pre-cuts), Makower, 
Lecien, Lewis & Irene, and more!

We also stock waddings, notions,  
and books!

Visit our website or give us a call to discuss 
our workshops!

www.dottydollyquilting.co.uk
Tel: 01823 660 879

We stock a range of Riley Blake; Michael Miller and Studio E fabrics. 
We also have quilting essential equipment. The monthly Begin to 

Patch workshop is becoming very popular. Stix 2 Anything stockist; 
the glue pens are fantastic for our patchers.

QN38.P61.indd   61 01/06/2017   14:40



Don’t forget to turn to page 72 
for a chance to win a Janome 
sewing machine worth £1,699!

WIN A SEW EASY 
QUILTER'S BUNDLE
Five winners will each receive 
a Sew Easy Curve, great for 
measuring large projects on 
straight line and curves, and a 
pair of Sew Easy Thread Snips 
with a quality needle threader 
concealed in the end! Email 
groves@stockistenquiries.co.uk 
for stockist information

DISCOUNTS & GIVEAWAYS
Get your hands on some goodies by entering one of our fab competitions today!

SAVE 15% ON QUILTING 
KITS AND PATTERNS
We’ve teamed up with Paula over at Sew 
Yellow to o� er Quilt Now readers an exclusive 
15% o�  quilting kits and patterns* when you 
enter code QUILTYELLOW before 3rd August 
2017. Sew Yellow has a wonderful range of 
kits, patterns, fabric and more available online, 
head to www.sewyellow.co.uk to save!

*O� er can’t be used in conjunction with any other o� er

Head to www.ppjump.com/qn38
and enter your details for 

the chance to win any of our 
giveaways. Closing date is 

3rd August 2017.

Winners will be notifi ed by email. 
Competition only 

open to UK residents

How to enter...

straight line and curves, and a 
pair of Sew Easy Thread Snips 
with a quality needle threader 

groves@stockistenquiries.co.uk

to win
5

WIN A MAKOWER QUILT KIT
We have a bundle of Makower fabric to give 
away to one lucky winner, enough to make 
the beautiful Pinwheel quilt as featured on 
page 17! Visit www.makower.co.uk to fi nd your 
local stockist.

WIN A MAKOWER QUILT KIT

Turn to 
page 17 
to make 

this quilt

WIN A STARGAZER 
QUILT KIT
Win all the fabric you need to sew 
yourself the gorgeous Stargazer quilt, 
designed by Edyta Sitar of Laundry 
Basket Quilts! Make sure you head to 
www.laundrybasketquilts.com to check 
out the beautiful fabric, tools and 
inspiration to be found.

We also have a kit up for grabs from 
Quilt Essential! Blue Sky Stargazer kits 
are available to purchase for £79.95 
from www.quiltessential.co.uk or by 
calling 01629 825936.

to win
2

*O� er can’t be used in conjunction with any other o� er

Check out 
issues 33 & 36
 to make these 

animal cushions! 
www.more
mags.com
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PROJECT:  QUILT

arrow
If you’re in need of some foundation paper piecing 

practice, give this mini quilt a whirl!

BY COLLETTE HOWIE 

LITTLE

Use your

templates
FREE
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PROJECT:  QUILT

MATERIALS
◆◆ fat quarter focus fabric  

(pink hexagons in this project)
◆◆ fat quarter background fabric 

(white fabric in this project)
◆◆ 22”-square quilt wadding
◆◆ 22”-square backing fabric
◆◆ binding fabric  
◆◆ 4 copies of template sections 

A and B (this will make four 
blocks which are then turned  
in different directions)

At 18” finished, this 
would also make a 
fabulous bigger quilt if 
you made multiples of 
the block. Try pulling 
every fabric from your 
stash in one colourway 
(such as pink), to make 
a beautiful scrappy, but 
co-ordinated quilt

THINGS TO 
REMEMBER

FPP – foundation paper piecing
Reduce stitch length, use 
separate needle for FPP

FINISHED SIZE: 18” SQUARE
UNFINISHED BLOCK: 9½” SQUARE

FOUNDATION PAPER 
PIECING THE BLOCKS

1 Take template section A and cut a piece 
of fabric large enough to cover patch 1a 

plus the seam allowance on all sides – ie 
by more than ¼”.

2 Place fabric on unmarked side of 
pattern with the right side facing you. 

Pin in place.

3 Cut a piece of background fabric large 
enough to cover patch 2a plus seam 

allowances on all sides.

4 Place the fabric right sides together 
with fabric patch 1a on the blank side of 

the pattern.

5 Hold pieces together along line 
between patches 1a and 2a and flip 

background piece 2a over to check it still 
covers patch 2a.

CUTTING
Photocopy or trace around the 
templates and cut out on outer  
seam allowance. 

You will need:
4 copies of template A and 4  
of template B

From the binding fabric, cut:
2½” wide x the perimeter of your 
mini quilt strips (this quilt finished 
is 18” square so I cut my binding 
x the perimeter plus an additional 
10” to allow for closing the ends of 
the binding). Measure the finished 
perimeter of the quilt once it has been 
quilted and squared to ensure an 
accurate measurement
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PROJECT:  QUILT

DIAGRAM 1

It can help to write which 
colour of fabric is going 
where on the templates 

colour coding6 When you’re satisfied that it does, 
place fabric right sides together with 

fabric for patch 1a and pin.

7 Turn the pattern over to the marked 
side and stitch along line between 

patches 1a and 2a.  Use a shorter stitch 
length than usual and start and stop 
stitching a couple of stitches beyond the 
line at each end.

8 Turn pattern over to the unmarked 
side. Open out the fabric and press.

9 Cut a piece of fabric from the material 
large enough to cover patch 3a.

10 On the printed side of pattern, using 
a piece of card, fold along the seam 

line between patch 1a and 3a and trim the 
excess fabric, leaving ¼” seam allowance. 

11 Take the fabric piece for patch 3a 
and place right sides together with 

the fabric covering patch 1a. Line up the 
raw edges of the fabric (along the freshly 
trimmed edge) and pin if desired. 

12 Flip over to the printed pattern side 
and sew as before along the seam 

line between patch 1a and 3a.  

13 Continue in the same manner, 
remembering to fold along the black 

seam line and trim the seam allowance 
first and then sew and press each patch.  

14 Repeat for each copy of template a. 
Leave the papers on the block.

15 Repeat from step 1 to 13 for all copies 
of template B.

16 See Diagram 1 and join one template 
A to template B as shown.  
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PROJECT:  QUILT

41-year-old self-taught quilter Collette is 
a regular contributor to many magazines 
and teaches beginner’s patchwork
www.poppyandpoochie.blogspot.co.uk

Designer: 

COLLETTE
HOWIE17 Join two blocks horizontally as shown 

in Diagram 2. This block is simply 
rotated to achieve the look in the mini 
quilt. Press the seam open.  

18 Join the bottom two blocks as shown 
in Diagram 2. Press the seam open.

DIAGRAM 2

19 Follow the layout diagram and join 
the top and bottom row then press 

the seam open. 

20 You can now remove the foundation 
papers. Trim all thread ends and 

press the quilt top. 

23 Lay the quilt top onto the wadding 
and press it lightly with a warm iron 

if necessary.

24 Baste using curved safety pins 
through all three layers to make a 

quilt sandwich. This was basted every 4”.

25 This was machine-quilted, echoing the 
arrow design using a neutral shade of 

Aurifi l 50wt thread. Bind the quilt to fi nish.

BASTING AND QUILTING

21 Take the backing fabric and lay 
it on a fl at surface, wrong side 

facing you.

22 Lay the quilt wadding on top 
smoothing out with your hands to 

remove any wrinkles or creases.

Use a long baste stitch along 
the seam, check if the points 
match and sew using a small 
stitch. Leave the papers on 
and press the seam open

Foundation 
piecing gives 

perfectly sharp 
points – it’s the best 
choice for precision 

piecing in a block 
like this!
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PROJECT:  STORAGE

FINISHED SIZE:  
SMALL: 3½” WIDE x 2” HIGH x 4½” DEEP
LARGE: 7½” WIDE x 2” HIGH x 9½” DEEP
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PROJECT:  STORAGE

boxes
These handy boxes are ideal for keeping tools and 
thread within easy reach of your sewing machine

BY ANEELA HOEY

FABRIC
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PROJECT:  STORAGE

A

C

B

5 Turn the corners right side out to  
a neat point, and press with wrong  

sides together.

6 Place the fabric wrong side up; the side 
edges will be folded right side out. Press 

the side edges neatly ½” to the wrong side 
to create a narrow, mitred facing.

7 Place the interfacing on one side of the 
fabric, tucking it neatly under the folded 

edges and aligning it with the drawn line. 
Fuse the folded edges to the interfacing. 
Use a silicone sheet or parchment paper to 
protect your iron from the fusible glue.  
(See Pic E.)

MATERIALS
◆◆ 1/2 yard cotton fabric for  

large box
◆◆ 2 fat quarters cotton fabric for 

small boxes
◆◆ 1/2 yard 20”-wide double-

sided heavyweight fusible 
interfacing, such as C&T 
fast2fuse HEAVY Interfacing 
or Pellon 72F Peltex II

◆◆ needle pullers/grippers, such 
as Dritz #161

These boxes are 
great for gifts. 
Fill with treats 
whether they’re 
sewing, cosmetics 
or sweets, they’ll be 
gladly received!

TOP TIP
Use a longer stitch length and 
a slow stitch speed for a neater 
finish when top stitching

ASSEMBLY

1 Using sharp scissors, cut a 2” square 
from each corner of the interfacing. 

Repeat on all three interfacing pieces. 
(See Pic A.)

2 Place the fabric wrong side up with 
the long edges at the top and bottom. 

Using a light pencil mark, draw a vertical 
line down the centre of the fabric.

3 On all four corners, measure 1” in 
from each direction and mark. Draw a 

diagonal line connecting the two marks. 
Take care to measure precisely for a neat 
finish. (See pics B and C.)

4 Place the fabric right side up. Fold 
one corner in half diagonally with 

right sides together, taking care to align 
the raw fabric edges neatly. Pin, and then 
sew on the drawn line. Trim the seam 
allowance to 3/16”. Repeat on all four 
corners. (See Pic D.)

CUTTING
Small boxes
From the fabric, cut:
2 15¼x9¼” pieces
Large box
From the fabric, cut:
22¼x13¾” piece

From the heavyweight interfacing, cut:
2 7x8” pieces for the small boxes
10½x12½” piece for the large box

D
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PROJECT:  STORAGE

8 Fold the fabric in half with wrong sides 
together, aligning the edges neatly. 

(See Pic F.)

9 Fuse the interfacing to the fabric, 
pressing on both sides. Use binding 

clips to hold the folded edges together 
and top-stitch 1/8” from the edge all the 
way around.

10 Select which side of the fabric you 
want for the inside of the box. With 

this side up, press all four side edges 
inward by 2”. Make a diagonal fold across 
each 2” creased corner square and press. 
(See Pic G.)

11 Fold a corner inward in half along the 
diagonal crease and bring it toward 

the inside of the box. Place it flat against 
one of the long side edges and press. This 
will create an upright corner. Pull tight and 

use binding clips to hold it in place.  
Repeat on the other three corners.  
(See pics H and I.)

12 Using matching thread, hand-sew the 
folded corner to the long side edge. 

Use the needle pullers to help grip the 
needle when sewing through the layers. 
(See Pic J.)

13 Repeat to make one large and two 
small boxes.

about 
the book
Taken from Stitched 
Sewing Organizers by 
Aneela Hoey for C&T 
Publishing, £22.99
www.searchpress.com

Accurate measuring  
& cutting
If your ruler doesn’t come with 
grips on the underside, use 
grippers – place them between  
the ruler and material when 
cutting. They are especially 
useful when cutting heavyweight 
interfacing, which tends to make 
the ruler slide. The suggested 
grippers will also  
come in handy for  
the hand sewing  
at the end.

In-Between Ruler  
Gypsy Gripper  
£13 available at  
www.threadsandpatches.co.uk

H I J

E F G
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a Horizon Memory Craft 
8200QC machine with

We’ve teamed up with Janome 
to offer one lucky reader this 
amazing long-arm sewing 
machine, worth £1,699

Win

Visit www.ppjump.com/qn38 
and input your details to enter 
this competition and our other 
giveaways featured this month. 
Competition closes 3rd August 
2017. Winners will be notifi ed by 

email. Competition only open 
to UK residents

Enter today!

With a 280mm (11”) arm space to the right of the needle 
and a total arm length of 440mm (17”), this machine is ideal 
for bigger projects while still suited to precision sewing. 

You can sew up to 1,000 stitches per minute with precision 
using the AcuFeed system, and the easy-change needle 
plate enhances straight stitch performance. A host of 
special computerised features makes it so easy to use 
that you will never want to leave your sewing table! 

Other fantastic features of this machine include: 
• Built-in needle threader 
• Automatic thread cutter
• Speed control slider
• Twin needle capacity 
• Free arm/fl at bed conversion 
• Easy set bobbin system and winder
• Automatic tension control
• LED lights
• LCD touch panel
and much, much more.

Enter today for your chance to win 
this amazing machine! Renowned for 
reliability, quality and a� ordability, 
Janome is the brand leader in the UK 
with an extensive range of sewing 
machines and overlockers suited to 
every level. To browse the full range of 
machines and to fi nd your local stockist, 
visit www.janome.co.uk

worth
£1,699
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Learn more at www.chrysalisfabrics.co.uk
Join today! Call Diana on 07748 530 318

Subscribe for only £18p.a with no obligation

Order any quantity by phone, e-mail, post or fax.

Premium quality dress fabrics hand selected and presented in 
four seasonal swatch Collections sourced mainly from Europe. 

The essential mail-order fabric subscription service
for the professional and home dressmakerChr hsalis

FABRICS

The world’s most innovative fabrics

See our website for the Linton Direct collection

www.lintondirect.co.uk

Linton Tweeds design and weave luxury fabrics 
for the world’s most exclusive fashion houses

Use discount code 

lovesewing10
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• Air Threaded Loopers • Automatic Needle Threader

• Produces beautiful sharp curves for
necklines and sleeves

• Use 2, 3 or 4 threads to produce 7
different finishes including rolled hem

• Wide Throat Area gives excellent
visibility of the fabric whilst overlocking

• Adjustable Differential Feed gives a
professional finish even on stretchy
or knit fabrics

Find out more at www.jukiclub.com

S16 - JUKI_SEW  18/04/2017  15:26  Page 1

your first call for 

sewing 
supplies

Free  Mail Order Catalogue Call: 01244 394 099go online jaycotts.co.ukor visit our Chester store

JAyCOTTS Ltd, unit D2,  
Chester Trade Park, Bumpers Lane, 

Chester CH1 4LT  01244 394 099

Request your free fabric catalogue today!
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PROJECT:  GLASSES CASE

flying geese
Are you forever losing your specs, or know someone who does? Keep 

them safe in this funky quilted case featuring slightly tipsy fl ying geese

BY LOUISA GOULT

WONKY

Use your

templates
FREE
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PROJECT:  GLASSES CASE

MATERIALS
◆◆ 12 2” squares (in one patterned 

fabric, co-ordinating fabric  
or scraps) 

◆◆ 24 2” squares in contrasting 
solid fabric 

◆◆ 4 7½x1¾” rectangles & 2 1½” 
squares in outer fabric  
(cut from one 1¾” x WOF strip) 

◆◆ 2 3½x7” rectangles in  
lining fabric 

◆◆ 2 4x7½” rectangles of wadding
◆◆ 3” elastic cord in a  

co-ordinating colour
◆◆ small button
◆◆ A6 stiff card 
◆◆ Add-A-Quarter Ruler or 

quilting ruler 
◆◆ rotary cutter
◆◆ template

This is a great project 
for using up 2” fabric 
scraps as well as 
those pesky wadding 
remnants. It's also a 
perfect opportunity 
to try out those 
decorative stitches 
on your machine that 
you never use!

THINGS TO 
REMEMBER

Seam allowance is ¼” unless 
otherwise stated
FPP – foundation paper piecing
WOF – width of fabric

FINISHED SIZE: 
3½x7” 

Knowledge of the 
foundation paper piecing 
technique would be handy. 
Here is the technique I use, 
but if you’re happy with a 
different method,  
go ahead and use that

MAKING UP FOUNDATION 
PIECED PANELS

1 Cut out the paper templates, leaving  
a ¼” seam allowance around the  

outer edge. 

2Cut each of the 2” squares in half 
across the diagonal.

3 Take a blue triangle and place it on the 
front of the template (the unmarked 

side), covering the whole of the first 
triangle on the back. (See Pic A.) If you 

hold them up to the light you should see 
through the paper to the fabric. Insert a 
pin parallel with your first sewing line.

4 Place the A6 piece of card on top of 
your first sewing line. (See Pic B.) Fold 

the paper template along that first sewing 
line and over onto the card. (See Pic C.) 
This will reveal the seam allowance and 
excess fabric of your blue triangle.

A

B

C
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PROJECT:  GLASSES CASE

ED F

HG

KJ

I

L

5Place the Add-A-Quarter ruler on 
top, butting the ruler’s rim against 

the edge of the card, and trim away the 
excess with your rotary cutter. (See Pic 
D.) If you don’t have an Add-A-Quarter 
ruler you can use a small normal quilter’s 
ruler, just be careful it doesn’t slip off the 
edge of the card when you’re trimming.

6 Turn the template over, remove the 
pin and place a grey triangle along 

the edge of the blue triangle you just 
trimmed. (See Pic E.) Replace pin.

7 Decrease your stitch length to about 
1.6. Working from the marked reverse 

side of the template, stitch along the first 
line you folded earlier. (See Pic F.) You 
can sew a little off both the ends of the 
line and when you come to sew that line 
just pull those extra stitches away from 
the paper.

8 Turn to the right side and finger-press 
the first grey triangle open.  

(See Pic G.)

9 Now turn to the back again and place 
the piece of card along the next 

sewing line, the other side of the blue 
triangle. (See Pic H.) Fold the paper 
template back along that line and over 
onto the card, butt the Add-A-Quarter 
ruler up to the edge of the card and cut 
away the fabric excess using your rotary 
cutter. (See Pic I.)

10 Place the second grey triangle 
along the next line and pin in place. 

(See Pic J.) Turn to the reverse and sew 
along the marked line. 

11Turn over and finger-press the 
second grey triangle open.  

(See Pic K.)

12 Turn back to the reverse and place the 
card onto the next line to sew, the base 

of the second blue triangle, and, as before, 
fold back the paper template. (See Pic L.) 
Butt the ruler up to the edge and trim the 
excess. (See Pic M.) 

13 Turn to the front again and place the 
second blue triangle in place, lining up 

with your newly trimmed edge. (See Pic N.) 
Turn it over and sew along that drawn line 
(See Pic O.) Turn to the front and finger-press 
the second blue triangle open. You have your 
first two geese. (See Pic P.) Continue in this 
way, remembering to check that the fabric 
triangles cover those on the template as they 
are not all the same size or position. Then 
repeat with the second flying geese panel.

14 When you have completed  
both panels, trim the edges, leaving  

¼” seam allowance around the edge.
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Louisa is a quilt and kit designer and runs 
www.sewmotion.com where she sells her 
quilt and cushion kits, patterns and fabric 
pre-cuts, including the fat quarter bundle 
used here. Find her online as sewmotion in 
all the usual social media spots and her blog 
blog.sewmotion.com

Designer: 

LOUISA
GOULT

Louisa is a quilt and kit designer and runs 

15 Sew a 1½” square of the outer linen  
fabric to the pointy end of each panel. 

(See Pic Q.) You can use the bottom drawn 
line on the template as a sewing guide for 
the ¼” seam allowance. Finger-press the 
seam towards the square. Now pin and 
sew a 7½x1¾” rectangle to both sides of 
each panel, again using the template’s 
drawn line as a guide. (See Pic R.) Press 
the seams towards the rectangles. Gently 
tear out the papers and press.

QUILTING & FINISHING

16 Pin each panel to a piece of wadding 
and sew a decorative stitch down 

both sides of each strip of geese – time 
to try out those stitches you’ve never 
used on your machine! 

17 Trim each panel neatly to measure 
7½x3¾”, making sure the geese 

panel is centred down the middle.

18 Fold the 3” of elastic cord in half, 
then pin to the top of one of the 

case’s panels so that the loop measures 
1” length. (See Pic S.) You may fi nd it 
easier to tack this in place by hand before 
taking it to the machine. Centre a lining, 
right sides together, on top of each geese 
panel and sew across the top edge with a 
¼” seam, going a couple of times over the 
elastic cord to secure.

19 Place the two panels right sides 
together, leaving a couple of inches 

gap at the bottom of the lining, sew 
around the outside edge to join them 
together (See Pic T.) Snip o�  the corners 
in the seam allowance, and turn the right 
side out. Slip-stitch or machine top-stitch 
the bottom of the lining to close. (See Pic 
U.) Tuck the lining down into the inside of 
the case, pulling up the lining slightly so it 
sits around the rim of the opening.

20 Sew on the button at the top so the 
elastic loops fi t comfortably round it, 

and you’re done!
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Long-arm Quilting Directory
For all your quilting needs, contact the experts below

Whether it’s a quilt for a special occasion and you 
don’t trust your own skills, you can’t bear the idea of 
quilting a bed-sized quilt on your domestic machine, 

or you just want to try out a professional service 
to see what they’re all about, we have your long-
arm needs covered! In our directory you can fi nd 

everything for long-arm quilting, whether you need 
supplies or to fi nd a professional in your area.

fi ona@royalhotelbrid.co.uk 
www.quiltsandwich.co.uk 
www.facebook.com/
QuiltSandwich

The Quilt Cabin
Professional long-arm quilting 
service with a computerised 
system for precision accurate 
stitching, from edge to edge or 
customised choose from a wide 
range of patterns to compliment 
your patchwork top.
Unit 1
New Oxford House
Albert St
Hebden Bridge
West Yorkshire
HX7 8AH
Tel 01422 842549
www.thequiltcabin.co.uk
facebook  The Quilt Cabin UK

BERKSHIRE

The Running Chicken
Long-arm quilting service using 
a Gammill machine. Custom/
simple edge-to-edge work to suit 
your quilt. 10 year anniversary 
this year! Webshop provides 
eclectic mix of fabric, from ditsy 
reproduction prints to 
quirky moderns.
01189 424085
karen@therunningchicken.
co.uk
therunningchicken.co.uk

EAST SUSSEX

Longarm-Quilting.weebly.com
Friendly service o� ers quilting 
services of basting, all-over 
designs, custom quilting and 

CUMBRIA

Cumbrian Long-arm Quilting
Computerised, all-over 
edge-to-edge quilting using 
Aurifi l cotton thread to 
enhance your quilt top. Contact 
Cath Brough to discuss your 
requirements.
01229 718944
broughcath@gmail.com  
Instagram @
cumbrianlongarmer  
www.facebook.com/Cumbrian 
Longarm Quilting  

YORKSHIRE

Capricorn Quilting
Award-winning long-arm 
quilting service in She�  eld. 
Choose from edge-to-edge to 
heirloom quilting. As the UK 
HandiQuilter Educator, it 
also provides long-arm 
quilting lessons.
SOAR Works
Knutton Road
She�  eld, S5 9NU
07834320104
Info@capricornquilting.co.uk
www.facebook.com/
CapricornQuilting

Quilt Sandwich
Personalised long-arm quilting 
and fi nishing service with 
computerised precision. USA 
trained. Largest range of 
extra-wide backing fabric in the 
UK. Workshops and retreats.
The Royal Bridlington 
Shaftesbury Road 
Bridlington 
YO15 3NP
01262 672433 

binding. We help you fi nish your 
quilt. Prices based on size.
Brynarian
Penlon Road
Newcastle Emlyn
Carmarthenshire
SA38 9HQ
07775 681772
www.longarm-quilting.
weebly.com

HAMPSHIRE

Brigitte Gillespie
Longarm quilting; Patchwork
classes; Maximum of 6 per class
with a relaxed atmosphere.
Free parking, shops 
and restaurant.
The Old Stables, Oakhanger,
Hampshire/Surrey border, 
GU35 9JA
07789 328376
Facebook and Instagram:
Brigitte Gillespie Patchwork

Lovingly Quilted 
Long-arm Quilting
Lovingly Quilted is delighted to 
o� er a wide range of long-arm 
quilting services at competitive 
prices. Includes edge-to-edge 
and custom quilting, basting and 
binding. Contact Louisa
6 Oakwood Road
Chandlers Ford, Eastleigh
Hampshire
SO53 1LU
02380 275681v
Louisa@lovinglyquilted.co.uk
www.lovinglyquilted.co.uk

Green Hill Long-arm Quilting
Providing edge-to-edge and 
customised quilt service.Wide 

range of quilting patterns and 
threads. Personal consultation 
by appointment. Gammill dealer 
UK and Europe.
3 Bell Street
Romsey
Hampshire
SO51 8GY
01794 278 050
greenhilllongarmquilting@
yahoo.co.uk
www.greenhilllongarmquilting.
co.uk

THREADS

Machine Quilter
Beautiful extensive range of 
Superior Threads for long-arm 
quilting. BULK BUY DISCOUNTS! 
Easy to assemble machine 
quilting frames.  Machine 
Quilting Retreats, DVDs, 
Workshops, Demos. Lincolnshire 
based, we supply all the UK 
and Europe.
01526 553366
www.machinequilter.co.uk
martha@machinequilter.co.uk

GLASGOW

Lismore Quilting
Mairi at Lismore Quilting has
Brought to Glasgow the fi rst
Gammill Statler.
Bring along your Quilt tops.
Hundreds of stitched out
patterns, basting & binding.
Lismore, 29 Victoria Crescent, 
Clarkston, Glasgow, G76 8BP
lismorequilting@outlook.com
www.lismorequilting.co.uk
07747 691197
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PROJECT:  QUILT

quilt
This graphic star quilt is suitable for those with little experience or for 

anyone who wants to make a beautiful quilt that packs a punch

BY EDYTA SITAR 

STARGAZER
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PROJECT:  QUILT

CUTTING 
Fabric Number of 10” squares to cut
1 2
2 5
3 3
4 1
5 2
6 2
8 5
9 2
10 2
11 4
12 2
13 1
14 2
15 2
16 4
17 2
18 2
19 4
20 7
21 2
22 5
23 2
7 2 (plus 8 2½” x WOF 
     strips for binding)

MATERIALS
All from the Blue Sky collection

 ◆ 30x56cm Fabric 1 (8505-B) 
 ◆ 60x115cm Fabric 2 (8505-L)
 ◆ 30x56cm Fabric 3 (8506-B)
 ◆ 30x56cm Fabric 4 (8507-B)
 ◆ 30x56cm Fabric 5 (8515-B)
 ◆ 30x56cm Fabric 6 (8505-W)
 ◆ 80x115cm Fabric 7 (8506-W)
 ◆ 60x115cm Fabric 8 (8515-L)
 ◆ 30x56cm Fabric 9 (8515-W)
 ◆ 30x56cm Fabric 10 (8508-B)
 ◆ 30x115cm Fabric 11 (8508-L)
 ◆ 30x56cm Fabric 12 (8509-B)
 ◆ 30x56cm Fabric 13 (8509-L)
 ◆ 30x56cm Fabric 14 (8510-W)
 ◆ 30x56cm Fabric 15 (8511-B)
 ◆ 30x115cm Fabric 16 (8511-L)
 ◆ 30x56cm Fabric 17 (8511-W)
 ◆ 30x56cm Fabric 18 (8512-L)
 ◆ 30x115cm Fabric 19 (8512-W)
 ◆ 60x115cm Fabric 20 (8513-L)
 ◆ 30x56cm Fabric 21 (8513-W)
 ◆ 60x115cm Fabric 22 (8514-L)
 ◆ 30x56cm Fabric 23 (8514-W)
 ◆ 4m backing fabric (8507-N)

These oversized 
blocks are easy 
to make, and the 
placement of light, 
medium and dark 
prints adds secondary, 
unexpected designs. 
The large patches are 
the perfect place to 
show o�  the small- 
and large-scale prints

THINGS TO 
REMEMBER

All measurements are 
cut sizes and include ¼” 
seam allowance
WOF designates the width of 
the fabric from selvedge to 
selvedge (approximately 42”)
When sewing the diagonal 
seams it is recommended you 
sew a scant ¼”
PRESS the seams, don’t 
iron them with a stroking 
movement as you might 
stretch the seam
You will need: 
52 light/dark squares and 
12 light/light squares
HST – half square triangle

FINISHED SIZE: 72” SQUARE, 
FOUR 36”-SQUARE BLOCKS

Read 
assembly

 directions 
before 
cutting
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PROJECT:  QUILT

A B

ASSEMBLY

1 The blocks are HSTs that fi nish 9" 
square. Draw a diagonal line on the 

wrong side of each light 10" square with a 
sharp pencil. (See Pic A.) Place a marked 
square on a dark square with right sides 
together. Sew a ¼  " seam either side of the 
pencil line, then cut apart along the pencil 
line. Open and press to make two HSTs. 
Trim the HST squares to 9½  ". (See Pic A.)

2 Pair up the following fabric 
combinations (making one of each 

combination, unless otherwise stated):

Light/light squares – 12 needed

Fabric number 8 and 19 – two 
(for the four corner squares)

Fabric number 20/22, 8/20, 16/20 
and 18/22
Light/dark squares – 52 needed 
(See Pic B.)

Fabric number 
1/11
1/16
2/6
2/12
2/21
3/20
3/22
4/20
5/10
5/11
6/16
7/10
7/22

8/15
8/17
9/19
9/20
11/13
11/17
12/18
14/19
14/22
15/20
16/21
2/23 (two, for a total  
          of four squares)

3 Referring to the block diagram, join 
13 light/dark HSTs with three Light/

Light HSTs into four rows, being careful to 
rotate the HSTs as shown so that the star 
is formed.

4 Refer to the Quilt Diagram to join the 
four blocks, making sure that the dark 

triangles touch in the centre of the quilt.

=

+

This beautiful new collection offers an 
amazing selection of blue in a variety 
of prints. No matter what you decide to 
make from Blue Sky fabric, the shades 
will bring soothing comfort to your home
www.laundrybasketquilts.com

Designer: 
EDYTA
SITAR

FINISHING 

5 Layer the quilt with wadding and backing 
and baste. Quilt in the ditch around the 

block patches. Quilt as you fancy or in an 
overall pattern and bind to fi nish.

pattern 
made easy

Download this pattern from 
www.makoweruk.com
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PROJECT:  QUILT

WE USED
All fabric is from the Blue Sky 
collection by Laundry Basket 
Quilts for Andover Fabrics. 
The full collection and 
quilt kits are available from 
www.quiltessential.co.uk, 
01629 825936 
The kit is £79.95 and contains 
6.35m of fabric, including binding 
but not backing

WIN!
 A kit to 

make this quilt! 
See page 62 
for details
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The Quilting Dire� ory

Needlecrafts

NORTH DEVON

11-12 George Arcade, South Molton, Devon,
EX36 3AB, 01769 574071

Patchwork and quilting supplies. Classes 
and workshops.

Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Saturday
www.stepbystep-quilts.co.uk

Essex

Based in Leigh-on-Sea, Essex, 
we are a friendly, well-stocked craft 
shop, stocking a wide range of craft 

products and supplies.

tel: 01702 512 289
contact@

thesewingboxessex.co.uk

devon

Textile Craft Shop, Patchwork Emboidery 
Felting and Haberdashery 

Workshop and Classes - all ages.

Open 9am til 4pm Tuesday til Saturday

Devonshire Way, Heathpark Industrial 
Estate, Honiton, EX14 1YF

Tel: 01404 549 871

www.thimblestitch-devon.co.uk

KentKent

Open Monday-Saturday 10.00 - 4.00

Makower, Nutex, Lewis & Irene, Fabric 
Freedom, Timeless

Treasures, Springs Creative, Disney, John 
Louden and more!

P and Q Notions, Embroidery & Picture Framing.
Small friendly classes, workshops, individual 

tuition arranged to suit.

The Hop Farm, Maidstone Road, Paddock 
Wood, Kent, TN12 6PY

01622 296510

www.purple-pixie.co.uk

ESSEX

Fabrics, Haberdashery, Pre-Cuts, 
Books, Patterns, Panels

Tuesday - Saturday 10-5     Sunday 10.30-4

Unit 12 Blake House Craft Centre, 
Blake End, Rayne, Essex, CM77 6SH

01376 346 532
www.andsewonfabrics.com
info@andsewonfabrics.com

And Sew On Fabrics

CUMBRIA

to advertise in 

call NOUNE
on 0161 474 6997

Buckinghamshire

Poulton-Le-Fylde
Victorian Arts and Crafts
Famous for our friendly help and advice

Find us at
8 Blackpool Old Rd
Poulton-Le-Fylde
FY6 7DH
01253 883685

Patchwork and Quilting Fabrics, 
Threads. Cutters Rulers etc 

Cross Stitch, Tapestry, Knitting, Crochet

Email: victorianshop@talktalk.net 
Facebook: Victorian Arts and  Crafts

Give us a ring and get 10% off  your 
order when you give this promotion 

no: 2746

NEWPORT

ONLINE

hampshire

Cumbrian Longarm Quilti ng
Computerised, all-over edge-to-edge 
quilti ng using Aurifi l cott on thread to 
enhance your quilt top. Contact Cath 
Brough to discuss your requirements.

01229 718944
broughcath@gmail.com

Instagram @cumbrianlongarmer
www.facebook.com/

Cumbrian Longarm Quilti ng

Long Arm Quilting DARLINGTON

We are Darlington's largest one-stop cra�  shop, selling 
cake decorating supplies, fabric, wool, needle-felting 

supplies and lots more!  
We are open Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 10am-4pm, 

Thursday 9.30am-7pm and Saturday 10am-2pm. 
21 Whessoe Road, Darlington, DL1 4LE 

01325 381463 
www.callendercakes.co.uk 

www.facebook.com/callendercakeandcra� 

The Hobby House at Callender 
Cake and Cra�  Supplies

hampshire

Reads of Winchester
Suppliers of sewing machines.

Janome, Elna, Bernina, Toyota, Jaguar 
Both new and reconditioned.

Many machines on display 
demonstrations available.

Sales service repair
haberdashery supplies 

Tel 01962 850950
1 St Thomas Street, 

Winchester, hants SO23 9HE
Open Monday to Saturday 9am to 5pm

Stockist of Brother, Janome & Toyota 
FULL SERVICE NOW £40

(NORMAL PRICE £60)
We have a range of haberdashery, 

yarns, patterns and spare parts 
available in store. We specialise in 

repair and service of machines, with 
free local pick-up and delivery.

185 Hoylake Road, Moreton, Wirral, 
Merseyside  CH46 9QA

Tel: 0151 677 7755
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THE UK’S NEWEST CROCHET MAGAZINE

• Yarn cake inspiration & designs
• Meet the Stylecraft blogstars
• 5 stunning blankets to make
+ step-by-step technique guides

BRIGHT & BEAUTIFUL

PATTERNS!

ISSUE 16 
ON SALE NOW!

Order your copy today at www.moremags.com/cn16

One-ball makes

Fun blanket blocks!

2 fab free gifts!
Safari toys book
+ handy scissors
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You can 
go your 
own way!

Welcome to month 12 of our new mystery 
sampler BOM. This is our fi nal month of blocks, 
and to give you a chance to catch up before 
fi nishing the quilt, we’ll be taking a break 
next issue before Reene returns with the 
fi nished quilt, and the layout options and 
fi nishing guide.

If you’re missing any of the blocks, you can fi nd 
back issues online at www.moremags.com or 
www.craftstash.co.uk by downloading digital 
issues at www.pocketmags.com.

BLOCK
of the month

As always, Reene is using Art Gallery 
Pure Elements in her blocks. You 
can fi nd stockist information at 
www.hantex.co.uk/mystockist

We hope to see even more readers 
get on board and sew along with us. 
So let's get on with our blocks – this 
month we're making a machine-
pieced storm at sea block and an 
EPP honeycomb block.

www.quiltnow.co.uk  85
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MATERIALS
 ◆ F16th coral solid (Coral Reef)
 ◆ F16th mid-pink solid 

(Quartz Pink) 
 ◆ F8th white solid
 ◆ F8th peach solid (Apricot Crepe)
 ◆ F8th blue/green solid 

(Warm Wave)
 ◆ templates 

CUTTING
From the coral solid, cut:
3½” square
4 2¼” squares

THINGS TO 
REMEMBER

Please read all the 
instructions before starting
Use a ¼” seam allowance 
throughout
F8th – fat eighth, assumed to 
be 9x22”
F16th – fat sixteenth, 
assumed to be 9x11”
FQ – fat quarter
WOFQ – width of fat quarter
HST – half square triangle

Machine-pieced block

86  www.quiltnow.co.uk

J

FD GE

From the peach solid, cut:
2 3¼” squares
6 2x5” strips
From the mid pink solid, cut:
8 2” squares cut across the diagonal 
to make 16 HSTs
From the white solid, cut:
8 2x5” strips
8 2¾”squares, cut across the 
diagonal to make 16 HSTs
From blue/green solid:
2 4” squares, cut across the diagonal 
to make 4 HSTs
4 4x6¾” strips

I

H

B CA
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PREPARE FOUNDATION 
TEMPLATES

1 Photocopy or trace one foundation 
template A, four foundation template B 

and four foundation template C.

ASSEMBLE FOUNDATION 
PIECED BLOCKS
You'll be working with the fabrics on the 
reverse of the template so that you can 
sew along the lines which can be a tricky 
concept to get used to but it's defi nitely 
worth persevering. When placing your 
scraps for stitching, along with making 
sure you have a ¼” seam allowance, you 
will need to check that when the fabric 
is pressed away from the sewing line 
that it covers the whole section it is 
intended to cover. We've included lots 
of pictures of the various steps to clarify 
things for you. 

TEMPLATE A BLOCK

2Place a 3½” coral square with wrong 
side facing the back of the template 

covering section 1. Hold the template up 
to the light to make it easier to check that 
there is at least ¼” seam allowance along 

UNFINISHED BLOCK: 12½” SQUARE

the sewing line between section 1 and 2. 
Place a peach HST right sides together 
with the coral solid in position to cover 
section 2. Again, hold the template up to 
the light to make it easier to see the seam 
allowance and pin in place if desired. 
Sew along the line, then press the peach 
solid away from the coral solid as shown. 
(See Pic A.)

3Place a peach HST right sides together 
with the coral solid in position to cover 

section 3. Sew along the line, then press 
the peach solid away from the coral solid 
as shown. (See Pic B.)

4Place a peach HST right sides together 
with the coral solid in position to cover 

section 4. Sew along the line, then press 
the peach solid away from the coral solid. 
(See Pic C.)

5Place a peach HST right sides together 
with the coral solid in position to cover 

section 5. Sew along the line as before, 
then press the peach solid away from the 
coral. (See Pic D.)

6Place a blue/green HST right sides 
together with the peach solid in 

position to cover section 6. Sew along the 
line as before, then press the blue/green 
solid away from the peach (See Pic E.) 
Place blue/green HST right sides together 
with the peach solid in position to cover 
section 7. Sew along the line as before, 
then press the blue/green solid away from 
the peach. (See Pic F.) Repeat to cover 
sections 8 and 9.

7Trim a ¼” seam allowance around the 
edge of the template (See Pic G.)

Use your

templates
FREE

TEMPLATE B BLOCKS – YOU 
WILL BE MAKING FOUR

8 Place a 4x6¾” blue/green strip with 
wrong side facing the back of the 

template covering section 1. Hold the 
template up to the light to make it easier 
to check that there is at least ¼” seam 
allowance along the sewing line between 
section 1 and 2. Place a 2x5” white strip 
right sides together with the blue/green 
solid in position to cover section 2. Again, 
hold the template up to the light to make 
it easier to see the seam allowance and pin 
in place if desired. Sew along the line as 
shown. (See Pic H.)

9Trim the excess blue/green fabric. 
(See Pic H.) Press the white solid away 

from the blue/green fabric then trim a ¼” 
seam allowance around the edge of the 
template. (See Pic H.)

10Repeat steps 8 and 9 using a 
white strip to cover section 4 and 

peach strips to cover sections 3 and 5 to 
complete the block. (See Pic I.)

TEMPLATE C BLOCKS – YOU 
WILL BE MAKING FOUR

11 Follow the instructions for Template 
A substituting mid pink HSTs at steps 

2-5 and white HSTs at Step 6.

CONSTRUCT BLOCK

12 Lay out the elements of the block.
(See Pic J.) Sew the pieces together 

in three rows of three, press the seams of 
each row in opposite directions so that the 
seams nest when the rows are joined.

13 Sew the three rows together
to complete the block. (See Pic J.)

You can hold the coral fabric 
in place with a dab of fabric 
glue or pin if necessary
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MATERIALS
 ◆ F16th each of peach solid 

(Apricot Crepe), blue/green 
solid (Warm wave), coral 
solid (Coral Reef), warm 
beige (Toasted Walnut) & 
white solid

 ◆ templates 
 ◆ non-permanent fabric glue 

stick (optional) 

English paper-pieced block

88  www.quiltnow.co.uk

Reene loves to glue-baste 
her shapes as it makes the 
whole preparation phase 
so much quicker. It also 
gives a nice crisp edge to 
sew along when joining 
shapes. It is not essential 
that you glue baste

F

B

C D E

TIP
Label each 

section as you 
construct it

A
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Reene enjoys sharing her fabric obsession 
with anyone who’s willing to read about it 
on the blog she shares with her mum 
Yvonne and teenage daughter Jess
www.nelliesniceties.com 

Designer: 

Reene
witchard

www.quiltnow.co.uk  89

Use your

templates
FREE UNFINISHED BLOCK SIZE: 6½x9½”

PREPARE SHAPES

1Prepare your paper templates.

2Baste all your shapes for the 
block using EPP block as a guide. 

(See Pic A.)

ASSEMBLY
Place the relevant pieces right sides 
together matching the edges to be joined 
carefully. Use the numbers and letters 
on the templates as a guide to the best 
piecing order. Stitch along the length of 
the edge with a neat, consistent whip-
stitch and secure the end of each seam by 
wrapping the thread around the needle 
a couple of times and pulling the thread 
through to make a knot. Leave all the 
paper pieces in situation until the whole 
block is completed.

3Sew the fi rst section. See Pic B as a 
guide to construction.

4Sew the second section. See Pic C as a 
guide to construction.

THINGS TO 
REMEMBER

Please read all the instructions 
before starting
The paper templates are the 
finished size of each unit you will 
need to add a ¼” seam allowance 
around the outside of each 
template piece when cutting 
out your fabric
Use a ¼” seam 
allowance throughout
F16th – fat sixteenth,assumed to 
be 9x11”
WOF – width of fabric

5Sew the third section. See Pic D as a 
guide to construction.

6Sew the fourth section. See Pic E as 
a guide to construction.

7Sew the four sections together as 
shown. See Pic F to fi nish the block.

Share your blocks on 
social media using 

#quiltnowbom

@quiltnowmag 

CUTTING
Refer to the colour placement chart when 
cutting and basting the shapes.

From the peach, warm beige, blue/green 
and coral solid fabrics, cut:
1¾” x WOF strips  
From the white solid, cut:
1½” x WOF strips

From these strips you will cut the individual 
pieces as you go. 
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TEMPLATESMachine-pieced block 
 Page 86

TECHNICAL NOTE
The template does not include seam allowances. 
You will be adding these as shown in the picture 
tutorial. It pays to trim your seam allowances after 
each new addition to keep the bulk down so that 
the block lies as fl at as possible. 

To do this you will fold the foundation template 
back on itself along the sewing line then place 
the ¼” mark of your ruler along the folded edge, 
then trim. This gives you a neat guide to fabric 
placement for the next section. When you have 

trimmed your seam allowance you will fl ip the block 
over and press the fabric away from the sewing line. 

After pressing you will fl ip the block over again so 
that the sewing marks are facing up. All trimming is 
done with the markings facing up. When you get to 
the outer edges of the foundation template you will 
be cutting a ¼” seam allowance overhanging all four 
edges. Please refer to this technical note at each 
stage where trimming and pressing are required if 
you need to remind yourself of the process.
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Sewing machine matPage 55

SCRAP BIN BASE

SCISSORS POUCH MAIN SCISSORS POUCH FLAP
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2B

5B

6B

1B

4B
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Template B
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  NEVER MISS 
AN ISSUE AGAIN! 

Subscribe today and receive 
a FREE Prym mini steam iron

 – turn to page 48 for more details. 
Order at 

www.practicalsubs.com/2032
or call 01858 438899 

(Quote code: PQNW0617)

COMING UP

NEXT ISSUE!
Susan Standen brings us another 
Technique Focus masterclass

Jam-packed with step-by-step 
projects, the latest fabrics, ideas 
and masterclasses

Plus a fabulous free gift 
every issue!

Get set for summer with Quilt Now!
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SHOPPING

CHILL OUT
Aptly named The Big Chill, these huge tapestry floor 

cushion kits by DMC are 90cm square and come in four 
colourful designs. Each kit contains pre-printed tapestry 
canvas, Merino wool, cotton cord backing, zip and thread. 
Start stitching now and by winter you’ll have a gorgeous 

comfy cushion that’ll be the envy of all your friends!

These cushion kits are  
priced at £139.99 and 

available from  
www.sewandso.co.uk
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R. QUINN, 
MCSP, Reg.Mem. HPC, Mem.IEHF  

and ACPOHE 

". . . working in partnership to address 
seating and back issues and  provide positive 

preventative and corrective solutions." 
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The Horn Hobby Chair 

Need comfort to create? 
Whether you’re a Sewer or Quilter...   

We’ve got it covered! 

Can’t get to see the one you’d like? 

Come see our range at an 

exhibition.  

Visit us at 

www.hornfurniture.co.uk/events/ 

to find out where           
           

         

we are next…... 

Ask us about our new range of precision made German 
scissors….. a perfect companion for your new cabinet. 

Possibly the best scissors you’ll ever get to use! 

Preci
sion

 cut
ting

 to t
he t

ip! 

For more information on local stockists  
contact 01793 834304 or take a look at our 
website, also our latest brochure and price list 

can be downloaded now from; 

www.hornfurniture.co.uk 

Horn 
    www.hornfurniture.co.uk 

Crafting… Quilting… Sewing 
Furniture 

(Pease note: The sewing machine and accessories are not included)  

£225 

New 

As any hobbyist will tell you the most important things 
you’ll need when sitting for long periods is comfort, good 
support and most importantly a correct sitting posture. The 
Horn HOBBY CHAIR offers all these and more, it features 
a 3 lever mechanism, this gives precise adjustment of your 
seating position by allowing you not only to change the 
height of the chair but the rake, seat tilt and back height 
positions...just like a luxury car seat. The Horn HOBBY 
CHAIR  also offers a sculptured, deep, luxuriously padded 
seat and back with an approved contoured lumbar support 
to fit perfectly into your body. It can be quickly raised or 
lowered to your desired position by means of a gas      
elevator and is fitted with a smaller castor base to allow 
you to fit easily into your sewing cabinet. To finish off the 
perfect chair you have three hard wearing fabrics to 
choose from and now our special ‘Limited Edition’ fun 
sewing canvas fabric as well! 
It’s the perfect chair to finish off your perfect sewing room! 

“The best seat in the house” 

+ P&P  

Now available in a fun sewing canvas fabric! 

The perfect chair to finish of 
your perfect sewing room! 
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